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Letter from 
the Publisher 


Welcome to Lindy'’s 2002 College Football editions. 

And welcome to the biggest college football season ever. 

The best news is that there is simply more of the game we love, thanks 
to the addition of a 12th regular-season game. What does that add to the 
season? For starters, it allows Miami and Florida to renew their intra-state 
rivalry ... and there are more unusual inter-conference matchups to keep us as 
entertained in September as in late November. 

Try Alabama at Oklahoma, the first time an SEC team has played in Nor- 
man since 1980, It’s also been that long since Nebraska played at Penn State 
in a clash of traditional powers. Later in the year, we get Miami at Tennessee, 
a November meeting that could eliminate the loser from the national title chase. 

There are big changes, too. College football lost perhaps its most colorful 
character when the ball coach — Steve Spurrier — packed his Fun 'N Gun and 
moved to the nation’s capitol. Can Ron Zook keep Gator Nation happy? Begin- 
ning on page 20, Dennis Dodd takes a look at the 10 toughest coaching jobs 
(the one in Gainesville is No. 1) heading into the season. 

In addition to our comprehensive features, Lindy's brings you extensive 
breakdowns on the best teams, best players, best position groups, best 
recruits ... the works. Over the past several years, no major publication has 
been as accurate with its preseason predictions. 

So, which team will win the Fiesta Bowl and walk off the field in Tempe 
as No. 1 on Jan. 3? Lindy’s thinks five teams have a very legitimate shot, with 
the 2000 champ (Oklahoma) and the 2001 champ (Miami) duking it out for 
the top spot. Read the “Good News" and “Bad News” on the entire Top 25 
beginning on page 8. 

I hope you are as excited about the 2002 season as | am. 

As always, your thoughts and comments are appreciated 
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i. OKLAHOM 


Bob Stoops showed up for one of his spring press 
conferences decked out ina men’s Final Four sweat- 
shirt and a women’s Final Four hat, impressed as any- 
body at how his school had managed to put dual teams 
in national championship contention at the same 
time. 

“You watch those teams play defense?” Stoops said. “It’s amazing isn’t 
it?” Figures he would talk about defense. 

Yes, Stoops has presided over the historical makeover of the Soon- 
er offense, but it was defense that won Oklahoma its seventh national 
title in 2000 ... and it will be an ever better defense that wins champi- 
onship No. 8 in 2002. 


Kevin Wilson, the former assistant head 
coach/offensive coordinator at Northwestern, was hired to put some zing 
back into the offense after Mark Mangino left for Kansas. That task might 
be as simple as getting QB Jason White back from a knee injury. On 


There, Done That — Goin’ There ’n’ Doin’ it A 


gain 


defense, the line and secondary are top-shelf, and the LBs are getting a 
couple of JC all-stars. DT Tommie Harris has barely scratched the sur- 
face of his potential, yet is already bringing to mind words like Selmon, 
Casillas and Bryan. 

THE BAD NEWS: Oklahoma lost two national award winners off its 
defense — Thorpe Award winner Roy Williams and Butkus winner Rocky 
Calmus. Of greater import could be the loss of two “non-contact” foot- 
ballers — all-league punter Jeff Ferguson and three-year starting kicker 
Tim Duncan. At some point during the season, one of the fresh faces on 
special teams will be facing the crisis of his football life, on the road at 
say, Texas A&M ... will the ball go high, straight and true? 

The offense returns every significant skill position play- 
er, and Wilson's record-breaking experience at Northwestern leading a sim- 
ilar offense is a perfect match, The defense should continue the downward 
trend in opponents’ scoring average under Stoops, from 18.4 to 14.9 to 
13.8 last season. The 2000 champs want their title back. 
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2. Miami 
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MIAMI 


Wicked Schedule Can’t Bar Door to Fiesta 
Now that the Hurricanes are back doing the Swag- 
ger Dance, there might be absolutely no stopping 
them this year, next year or anytime soon. A galaxy of stars still surround 
sunny California-bred QB Ken Dorsey, but he will get more of the credit 
this year as he shows he wasn't just riding on the broad shoulders of 
Bryant MckKinnie and friends last season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The ‘Canes tied a record by having five players 
selected in the first round of the 2002 NFL draft ... and they still have, like, 
a gazillion more pro prospects on the roster. The defensive line will be 
like last year's O-line: Totally dominating. 

THE BAD NEWS: The schedule is simply wicked, with non-confer- 
ence games at Florida and Tennessee and a home kickoff against Florida 
State. As RB Frank Gore's spring knee injury showed, the ‘Canes might 
Not be as fortunate as last year on the injury front. 

OUR CALL: Look for the ‘Canes to win the state, beating the slight- 
ly down Gators and getting the ‘Noles in Miami. For our money, anyone 
who wins the state deserves to play for the national title. 


3. TEXAS 


Y One Quarterback, One Quest, One Shootout 


The Major Applewhite thing dogged Chris Simms to 
the end, with the Major getting the start in the Hol- 
iday Bowl victory over Washington. Now it’s all Simms’ — which is the 
good news, bad news and overview wrapped into one. The WRs are great, 
RB Cedric Benson is a stud, the defense will be more than fine ... basi- 
cally, the season spins on Simms. 

THE GOOD NEWS: In Texas’ two losses last season, Benson bare- 
ly played (coaches’ decision, injury); this season he will be hitting the 
line 25-30 times a game. DE Cory Redding leads a defense that won't 
have to take a backseat to anyone. 

THE BAD NEWS: Having squandered last season's easy schedule, 
Texas has conference games at Nebraska, Kansas State and Texas Tech, 
as well as the annual Red River Shootout vs. Oklahoma in Dallas. Can 
Simms win all those, plus the Big 12 title game? Hmmm... 

OUR GALL: The supremely talented Longhorns are so close, yet 
Oklahoma blocks the way to the Fiesta Bowl. Here's the reason for doubt: 
Simms has thrown five picks and no TDs in two games with OU. 


4. FLoripa STATE 


Getting Up Off the Deck ... With a Purpose 
Party's over, Terps. Keep trying, Tech. Payback time, 
Heels. Hope all you ACC wannabes enjoyed kicking 
FSU while it was down last season, because the ‘Noles are ready to resume 
their rightful place. That's atop the ACC, in the Top 5 and possibly in the 
Fiesta Bowl. The young guys who took some lumps will be that much 
sharper and hungrier in 2002. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The sometimes-painful freshman season of 
quarterback Chris Rix is over, and he looked in the spring as if he could 
make the jump to elite status. Every starter on the line — that's offense 
and defense — returns, eager to be more physical this time around. 

THE BAD NEWS: That ACC air of invincibility is gone — not only 
did FSU surrender the conference title for the first time, it actually lost a 
league game at home. What's become of the pass rush? The team’s 15 
sacks were tied for the league low with — gasp — Duke. 

OUR CALL: The games against Florida and Miami will be epic. Don't 
put it past Papa Bowden's guys to win ‘em both and get to their fourth 
national title game in five seasons. 


5. TENNESSEE 


fe. Learning to Win Even When Expected 

SEC title game last year, the Vols are fortunate in 
that they don’t have to kick themselves for too long. With QB Casey 
es toting the ball, the offense will be singing all the way to the SEC title 
game ... and, this time, beyond. 
from injury of two would-be (actually, will be) stars — Michael Munoz 
and Jason Respert. The secondary, led by Julian Battle and Jabari Greer, 

THE BAD NEWS: The whole season could crumble if a whole new 
defensive line decides to merely rebuild and not reload. A second receiv- 
Who's bright idea was it to add Miami to the schedule? 

‘OUR CALL: Now that Steve Spurrier is gone, Philip Fulmer can claim 
in a hammerlock. Getting both Miami and Florida in Knoxville is huge. 

ae 6. Micnican 
There appears to be a significant drop-off from the 
fifth-best team to the rest of the nation, with the 
as good as they've seen in Ann Arbor, and it has optimistic Maize and 
Blue fans making comparisons to that Charles Woodson-led 1997 defense 

THE GOOD NEWS: The defense was ninth nationally last season 
(17.5 points per game) and should be better in 2002. It is strong up 
shabby in the middle. 

THE BAD NEWS: The OB issue isn't settled, as out-of-favor John 
Must be found for WR Marquise Walker, and the stagnant running game 
took a hit in April when RB Kelly Baraka was kicked off the team, 

Of faith in assuming that fullback B.J. Askew and some other guys can 
keep the chains moving enough to help the defense win a lot of games, 
Best in the Northwest = Best in the West 
Here's a team that is really a year away ... and is 
10. In a too-deep, too-competitive conference where two losses just 
might win the thing, Rick Neuheisel's offensive pups will put big num- 
point less. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The best news is that Reggie Williams is only 
time, just keep repeating, Cody Pickett-to-Reggie Williams ... Cody Pick- 
ett-to-Reagie Williams ... Cody Pickett-to-Reggie Williams ... 

Of its last four games, and then lost its best defender (Larry Tripplett) to 
the NFL, An opening game at Michigan might be telling; an ending game 

OUR CALL: All right, we're not swallowing Neuheisel’s notion of 
making the Huskies the Florida State of the West. But becoming the “Ore- 


After blowing it by not really showing up for the 
Clausen flingin’ it, Kelley Washington running it down and young hoss- 
THE GOOD NEWS: The offensive line is bolstered by the return 
should be the team’s best in several seasons. 
er must be found in fall camp to take the target off Washington’s chest. 
the league as his own. If the D-line grows up quickly, he'll put the SEC 
If Defense Wins Titles, Wolverines Win Big 
Wolverines heading up a big second tier. The depth on defense is about 
that fueled a national title. 
front, in the back, and the Victor Hobson-led linebackers won't be too 
Navarre tries to hold off transfer Spencer Brinton. A replacement or three 
‘OUR CALL: We'll buy into the defensive hype, and then make the leap 
Z. WASHINGTON 
Still good enough in the meantime to win the Pac- 
bers on the scoreboard and hope the defense holds on to allow one 
a sophomore and can’t dash to the NFL after this season. In the mean- 
THE BAD NEWS: Washington allowed 47 or more points in three 
at Washington State even more so. 
gon of the Northwest” wouldn't be too bad. 
| 


8. GEORGIA 


GS This is a Recording: Looking for East Breakthrough 

Georgia gets a satisfactory grade for Mark Richt’s 

first season — despite that failed running call near 

the goal line with no timeouts left against Auburn. The second season should 

bring a passing grade. David Greene was a school record-setting fresh- 

man QB last season and receivers Fred Gibson and Terrence Edwards 
stay open like an AM/PM mini-mart, 

THE GOOD NEWS: That pesky fella over in Gainesville — Steve 
whatshisname — isn’t around to stick the needle in the Dawgs’ side any 
more. You want better news than that? Sorry, that one alone could have 
Uga doing backflips at the Outdoor Cocktail Party. 

THE BAD NEWS: A young, albeit talented, defensive line might leave 
too much clean-up work for a big-time group of linebackers. Questions 
in the secondary leave Georgia vulnerable to star quarterbacks at Tennessee 
and Florida. 

OUR CALL: The Dawgs have beaten Tennessee twice in a row and 
might be able to drive a stake through Florida's heart, too. Still, the first 
SEC title since Herschel in ‘82 seems just out of reach. 


9. NEBRASKA 


He's Got the Whole Big Red World in His Hands 
All on the plate of junior Jammal Lord, who has 
never taken a meaningful snap: Fill the Heisman 
winner's running shoes, direct an offense that is more dependent on the 
QB than any other, and not mess up a streak of 33 seasons with at least 
nine wins. Hey, no pressure or anything, Jammal. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Visiting teams, notably Texas A&M, Texas and 
Colorado will be swallowed in Memorial Stadium’s Big Red Sea (where 
NU has won a national-best 21 games in a row). Another schedule bonus: 
NU misses Oklahoma entirely. 

THE BAD NEWS: Those embarrassing losses to Colorado and Miami 
at the end of last season exposed an old problem — a lack of defensive 
speed — which is a tough thing to fix in a few months. The O-line is 
unusually starless. 

OUR CALL: Nebraska still gets the benefit of the doubt because, 
well, it's Nebraska, although the potential is there for the Huskers to pull 
a “Florida State” and slide back to 8-4 or so for a season. 


10. CoLorapo 


After Returning to Dominance, is Tempe Next? 
The Buffs finally got the whole “Return to Domi- 
nance” thing last season, laying waste to Nebras- 
ka and humbling Texas in the Big 12 title game. Sure, they flopped in 
the Fiesta Bowl after the BCS computers went haywire and kept them 
out of the Rose, but that just serves as added motivation to “Return to 
Tempe.” 

THE GOOD NEWS: Colorado will have the most burly (non-option) 
running game in the country, with a persistent six-legged attack of Chris 
Brown, Marcus Houston and Bobby Purify. QB Craig Ochs, who scuffled 
with injuries last year, is back to direct traffic. 

THE BAD NEWS: The “tight” side of the line is gone to the NFL — 
guard Andre Gurode, tackle Victor Rogers and tight end Daniel Graham. 
Unlike last year, there’s no dependable backup behind Ochs. You think the 
Huskers will be fired up for the rematch in Lincoln? 

OUR GALL: The schedule (USC, UCLA, at Oklahoma, etc.) is too 
tough for Colorado to emulate last season's run. Sure will be fun to watch 
those running backs try, though. 


11. Ono State 


Say ‘QB Controversy’ as Zwickly as You Can 
You say this is a little high for a team with a quar- 
terback problem (see Nebraska)? Yeah, but a fine 
defense and a good rushing attack can help solve things quicker than 
Not. Juniors Craig Krenzel and Scott McMullen are battling it out, and 
don’t rule out incoming freshman Justin Zwick. Just get it all sorted out 
before Nov. 23, fellas. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The D-line has plenty of pop and safety Michael 
Doss knocks ball carriers into the netherworld. WRs Michael Jenkins 
and Chris Vance can go get it, and young talented RBs Lydell Ross and 


Maurice Claret will sprint to stardom. 

THE BAD NEWS: When a true freshman is being mentioned as 
maybe the starting quarterback, it’s always bad news — no matter how 
good the kid might be. And something went awry since Washington State 
and Texas Tech were scheduled — they weren't supposed to be good. 

OUR CALL: Ifthe Bucks play defense the way they should, the young 
RBs emerge and the QBs don't do anything stupid, it should be shades 
of Big Ten past — OSU vs. Michigan for the Rose Bowl. 

12. FLoriIDA 
ce ‘Ol’ Ball Coach’ Must Have Seen the Schedule 
(Sob.) We already miss the OI’ Ball Coach. The visor. 
The exasperation. The Fun ‘N Gun. The crazy quar- 
terback flip-flops. The way he poked fun at FSU and pestered Georgia 
and mocked Tennessee. Sadly for college football, the Gators’ alpha male 
is gone, leaving Florida with some third-choice coach who's never coached 
at this level. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Whew ... Rex Grossman decided to come back 
for his junior season and make another run at the Heisman. He'll have 
big eyes for WR Taylor Jacobs this season and with Earnest Graham at 
tailback, these guys can still score with anybody. 

THE BAD NEWS: Steve Spurrier left town just ahead of the most 
difficult schedule in school history, with road games against Tennessee 
and Florida State and a 12th-game addition of defending national champ 
Miami. Plus, of course, all the other SEC toughies. 

OUR CALL: Ron Zook has the energy and recruiting base to make 
this thing work long term, but the schedule says this is an un-Gator-like 
three-loss season. And that seems to be the best-case scenario. 


13. WASHINGTON STATE 


Underrated or Overrated? Wazzu May Be Both 
On the one hand, these Cougs are underrated. 
They've got a veteran QB (Jason Gesser), big-time 
WR (Mike Bush), offensive and defensive lines that rival any in the Pac- 
10 and a shut-down corner (Marcus Trufant). On the other hand, Wash- 
ington State never, ever has two winning seasons in a row — so that 
makes these Cougs overrated. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Gesser, a senior, is poised to break passing 
records ata school known for turning out passers. The schedule breaks 
in WSU's favor — home against USC, Oregon and Washington — and a 
rejuvenated Oregon State not on the docket at all. 

THE BAD NEWS: Coach Mike Price, being a funny guy, said he’s 
got so much running back depth that he might go to the wishbone ... 
but, seriously folks, he needs one of them to step up. Gesser isn’t big and 
his health over a full season is a concern. 

OUR CALL: The talent is in place for Wazzu (egads, we broke the 
school’s new ban on that term!) to have its third 10-win season in six years 
and play in the Nov, 23 Apple Cup with the Rose Bowl on the line. 
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14. VirGiniA TECH 


WT Can Suggs Help Chase Down Hurricanes? 
It’s too much to ask Marcus Vick — Michael's broth- 
er — to step in and play immediately. With Grant 
Noel's spring knee injury, that door was cracked open. Bryan Randall, 
another pass-run phenom, showed improved command of the offense in 
the spring and offers plenty of excitement as the Hokies try to keep Miami 
in their Big East sights. 

THE GOOD NEWS: RB Lee Suggs returned from a knee injury in 
the spring to team with Kevin Jones in forming the most dynamic one- 
two punch in the nation. Cornerback Ronyell Whitaker and free safety 
Willie Pile headline a strong secondary. 

THE BAD NEWS: Often a strength, the middle of the Tech defense 
— the tackle positions, inside ‘backer — needs repairs. The non-con- 
ference schedule is way nastier than usual, with LSU, Marshall and Texas 
A&M (in College Station) joining the fray. 

OUR CALL: To catch the Hurricanes, the Hokies won't just need ade- 
quate play from their QB (as Noel often provided), they'll need something 
special ... SO better to try Vick now rather than later. 


15. OREGON 


When does ‘Onterrio Heisman’ Billboard Go Up? 
The Ducks have become the best team in the Pac- 
10 largely owing to their once-in-a-lifetime 1997 
quarterback recruiting class of Akili Smith and Joey Harrington, both No. 
3 overall picks in the NFL draft. How many close games would Oregon 
have lost without that pair? Junior Jason Fife hopes to inherit the magic 
touch, but there are no guarantees, 

THE GOOD NEWS: That Mike Bellotti is still in Eugene (Notre Dame, 
USC, Ohio State have called) is impressive. The offense is cool and the 
guys on defense aren't afraid to get their Nikes dirty. RB Onterrio Smith 
is ready to star after his 1,000-yard season as a backup, 

THE BAD NEWS: There's the whole quarterback issue, of course. 
Just as alarming is the cornerback spot, which loses standouts Rashad 
Bauman and Steve Smith and has nobody returning with starting expe- 
rience. UO might have to re-think its mostly man-coverage. 

OUR CALL: Eight home games in rowdy Autzen Stadium virtually 
assures an eight-win season. How the Ducks do on the road will deter- 
mine how big their sixth straight bow! will be. 


16. LSU 


SEC is Starting to Speak Bengalese 

Vagabond Nick Saban might be in this thing for the 
long haul, declining serious talks with Notre Dame 
and keeping his feet planted when NFL jobs opened. He's got the state in 
his back pocket when it comes to recruiting and he's leveraging the SEC 
title well in that regard. Now he just needs to keep LSU from falling on 
its face in 2002. 

THE GOOD NEWS: RB Domanick Davis is a fine replacement if 
LaBrandon Toefield isn't all the way back from knee surgery, and Michael 
Clayton is a handy No. 1 receiver after Josh Reed bolted to the NFL. Bradie 
dames is one of the nation’s finest linebackers. 

THE BAD NEWS: Playing for injured QB Rohan Davey, Matt Mauck 
proved to be a great relief pitcher in the SEC title game. Whether or not 
he can go the distance is the critical question. Star linebacker Trev Faulk 
(undrafted) needlessly left school early. 

OUR CALL: The talent level is still high enough that Mauck (or who- 
ever wins the QB job), just needs to not mess it up in order for the Tigers 
to stay ahead in the hyper-competitive SEC West. 


, | 17. MARSHALL 


BCS Busters with Legs ... and a Bobblehead 

It was bound to happen; Marshall just beat every- 
‘one to the idea. Coming to a Heisman voter near you: 
The Byron Leftwich bobblehead doll! So they have added savvy market- 
ing to go with on-field success? What's the world coming to when Mar- 
shall has become the program that Southern Cal and Notre Dame aspire 
to be? 

THE GOOD NEWS: Leftwich is big, strong, fast, accurate, determined 
... and the last time we saw him he was slinging for 576 yards against 
East Carolina in the GMAC Bowl, His receivers, led by Darius Watts, are 
fab. So, too, is the offensive line. 

THE BAD NEWS: Marshall is scheduled for only three national tele- 
vision appearances, and that might not be enough to get out the word 
‘on the Herd. Here’s one stat the team will try to bury: Marshall ranked 
last in the MAC in rushing defense last season (217.8 yards per game). 

‘OUR GALL: We'll know if the Herd are BCS busters on Sept. 12 
when they visit Virginia Tech. Marshall's run defense might not be up 
to the task that day, but that should be the Herd’s only loss. And if 
they win? 


MARSHALL 
UNIVERSITY 


18. Micuican STATE 


With Smoker-to-Rogers, there's Lightning 

We like QB Jeff Smoker, love WR Charles Rogers, 
and are head over heels for the schedule. Nobody 
should be shocked if the Spartans start 8-0 heading into the Michigan 
game. Even though T.J. Duckett left early for the NFL, they still appear to 
be on the rise. They're one of several Big Ten teams set for “prove-it” sea- 
sons, so nothing will come easy. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Rogers looks like the best player at college foot- 
ball’s strongest position in 2002. Standout cornerback Cedric Henry 
returns after missing the 2001 season because of academic woes. The 
injury bug can't possibly bite as hard as last season. 

THE BAD NEWS: Teams might choose to pound it right at the Spar- 
tans, who don't have a senior in the front seven on the first team or sec- 
‘ond team. MSU was maddeningly inconsistent last season, losing to Big 
Ten bottom-feeders Minnesota and Northwestern. 

OUR CALL: The Spartans could be undefeated and pounding on the 
BCS door heading into November. It's all about how they finish, which 
includes the game in the Big House and a finale at Penn State. 


19..NortH CaroLina St. 


The Pack of Rivers, Fast and Deep 


While the Wolfpack might sneak up on some sleepy 
fans this season, they won't be a surprise to the 
rest of the ACC. N.C. State became the first conference team to win at 
Florida State last season and nearly followed that up with a victory over 
champ Maryland. The Wolfpack appears to be deeper and faster than last 
year, too. 

THE GOOD NEWS: 08 Philip Rivers played like a senior when he 
was a freshman, so we can only imagine how poised he will be as a junior. 
Terrence Holt is one of the finest safeties in the nation and is a pest on 
special teams (four blocked field goals in 2001). 

THE BAD NEWS: The graduation of playmaking linebacker Levar 
Fisher is significant. The running back position will be unsettled into the 
fall, when heralded freshman T.A. McLendon arrives in Raleigh. 

‘OUR CALL: A soft non-conference schedule allows the Wolfpack to 
squeeze out at least nine wins in a 13-game season. But back-to-back 
victories over the ‘Noles? Hard to see that in the offing. 
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20. LoulsviLLe 


Trying to Three-peat in C-USA 

The Cardinals have 17 returning starters from their 
Conference USA championship team, which includes 
the league's best offensive player (QB Dave Ragone) and its best defen- 
sive player (DE Dewayne White). By paying attention to both sides of the 
ball, John L. Smith has the team that everyone else in Conference USA 
wants to be and wants to beat. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Ragone, a senior, has 5,684 career passing 
yards, 50 TDs, and the size and arm strength that have him projected as 
possibly a top 5 NFL draft pick. Ten starters are back from a defense that 
yielded a stingy 17.8 points per game. 

THE BAD NEWS: There are questions about Ragone’s supporting 
cast, namely four new starting offensive linemen. To most, a game vs. Flori- 
da State looks like a major dose of bad news ... but it's at home where 
the Cardinals could surprise. 

OUR CALL: Most major conference teams would be lucky to have 
high first-round quality at quarterback and defensive end. In Conference 
USA, it takes Louisville back to its now-familiar spot at the top. 


TOUISVILLE" 


21. ALABAMA 


044 )\| No Bowl or SEC Title, But Still a Quality Team 

“l Facing the NCAA's two-year bowl ban (pending an 
appeal), the program is not headed in the right direc- 
tion. But the team is. Forget about all the other stuff, if Dennis Franchione 
can get the Tide focused — and he can — there's no reason why a team 
with arguably the best offensive and defensive lines in the SEC can’t win 
.. and win big. 

THE GOOD NEWS: There’s all-conference timber on the offensive 
line; All-American stock on the defensive line. An exciting addition to the 
offense will be former Texas Tech scatback Shaud Williams, a perfect fit 
for the team’s new “A” position — a cross between RB and WR. 

THE BAD NEWS: Without the carrot of being able to play in the SEC 
title game or in a bowl, the Tide could lose interest if the season starts to 
go badly (like, maybe, Sept. 7, at Oklahoma). Will the Tide scuttle QB 
Tyler Watts in favor of the future — freshman Brodie Croyle? 

OUR CALL: If hated rival Auburn could go undefeated while in NCAA 
jail in 1993, then certainly the Tide can put together a 9-3 season while 


serving its punishment. 
Gr In what was supposed to be their year, the Jackets 
faded from view early last season, obscuring the 
fact that they played, at times, some darn fine football. New coach Chan 
Gailey has the, uh, resume, to do well with the veteran Bees. He has 
impressive NFL experience and is a Georgian who just might be setting 
down long-term roots in Atlanta. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Gailey has a trio of potential All-Americans — 
DE Greg Gathers, K Luke Manget and OT Nat Dorsey. There is enviable 
depth at receiver and linebacker, with 17 starters back (including both 
specialists), ready to make a run at the ACC title. 

THE BAD NEWS: The pitch-and-catch combo of George Godsey 
and Kelly Campbell is gone, and the leadership void will be felt at quar- 
terback. A.J. Suggs (a former starter at Tennessee) and touted redshirt 
freshman Damarius Bilbo take the competition into the fall. 

OUR CALL: Tech's most lasting contribution to college football this 
year will be that coaches across the nation will be more truthful about their 
credentials. The football? That won't be bad, either. 


22. GEORGIA TECH 


Truthfully, These Guys are Contenders 


23. PENN STATE 


Rumors of Demise Were Greatly Exaggerated 
Before he hangs up the white athletic socks, Joe 
Paterno is going to puta thrill back into Happy Val- 

.. and he can thank quarterback Zack Mills for that. Mills helped save 
bi ‘Lions after an 0-4 start, his versatile skills prompting the coaches to 
abandon their favorite flavor of offense — vanilla — for something in a 
variety pack. Good move. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Mills, a sophomore, is the starter from Day 1 
When he started playing more last season, the Lions won five of their 
last seven, averaging more than 30 points. Any team with defensive tack- 
les like Jimmy Kennedy and Anthony Adams can win any game. 

THE BAD NEWS: An early and interesting home game against 
Nebraska could do for the Lions what the Miami game did last year — 
knock ‘em off track for half the season. Or it could have the opposite 
effect. Mills is exciting, but c'mon, he’s hardly a finished product. 

OUR CALL: Penn State might not be all the way back, but with vet- 
eran lines, a difference-maker at quarterback, and eight home games, it 
can push through the Big Ten mediocrity and toward the top. 


24. Texas AsM 


A M ‘Same Question and Answer for Aggies 
Maybe you've heard this A&M preview before. You 
know, the one about the Aggies having the Wreck- 
ing Crew defense, able to keep the team in any game. The problem is 
the offense. Sound familiar? Here’s a refresher course on the numbers 
from last year: A&M 13th nationally in scoring defense, 98th in scoring 
offense. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Offensive coordinator Dino Babers has better 
chess pieces to play in his second season, starting with a (supposedly) 
rejuvenated 27-year-old QB, Mark Farris. Sophomore RB Derek Farmer 
has some game-breaking abilities; WR corps is deep. 

THE BAD NEWS: There's not really a glaring weakness anywhere. 
Problem is, Oklahoma and Texas are still in the Big 12 South. First, the 
Aggies have to get through the Big East, with rugged September games 
at Pitt and home against Virginia Tech. 

OUR GALL: The Aggies could go 8-4 forever. That's enough to get 
them into the Top 25, enough to scare OU and Texas ... but not enough 
to win the Big 12 or keep the 12th Man happy. 


Ar 25. AUBURN 


Good 2001 Start Was Just Warm-Up For 2002 
ee After beating Florida last season, expectations out- 
paced Auburn's young talent, making a fine 7-5 sea- 
son seem disappointing (it definitely seemed that way to both coordinators, 
who were jettisoned after the team went 1-4 down the stretch). This 
seemed to be more of the payoff season all along, and a nasty defense 
could help them hit the jackpot. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Whiz-kid tailback Carnell “Cadillac” Williams, 
whose broken collarbone in the Alabama game seemed to break Auburn's 
offensive spirit, should be good for 30 carries a game. Simpler schemes. 
on both sides could be good for everyone. 

THE BAD NEWS: Hard to know if either sixth-year senior Daniel 
Cobb or sophomore Jason Campbell will give Auburn the consistency it 
needs at quarterback. The offensive line must replace three starters, 
including All-American Kendall Simmons. 

OUR CALL: The Tigers’ potential is intriguing, and they aren't like- 
ly to hit the wall like last season. It's one of those years when any SEC 
West team can realistically win the division ... why not Auburn? 
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RATING THE TEAMIS 1-117 


1, Oklahoma 11. Ohio State 16. LSU 21. Alabama 
2. Miami 7. Washington 12. Florida 17. Marshall 22, Georgia Tech 
3. Texas 8. Georgia 13. Washington St. 18. Michigan State 23. Penn State 
4, Florida State 9. Nebraska 14. Virginia Tech 19. N.C. State 24. Texas A&M 
5. Tennessee 10. Colorado 15. Oregon 20. Louisville 25. Auburn 
26. Souther Cal Can't rule out Rose Bowl in Carson Palmer's senior year. 72. Kentucky QB Jared Lorenzen picks up after great last half of ‘01. 
27. Ole Miss Defense keeps Rebs, Manning from reaching Top 26. 73. Kansas Hiring of Mark Mangino whels fans’ appetite for victories. 
28. Ilinois No Kittner, but great WRs for defending Big Ten champ. 74, Northwestern Cats need to retool before making a run at the tite again, 
29, BYU Nine MWC wins in a row, counting on more defense. 75, Indiana New coach, new systems ... check back next year 
30, South Carolina After going 8-4 then 9-3, SC takes a step back. 76. New Mexico Dark horse in MWC, assuming running game gets rolling, 
31, Notre Dame Ty Wilingham brings the discipline and focus irish need, 77. Boise State _At this spot, Broncos stay home for Humanitarian Bowl, 
32. Oregon State Tough D has OSU bouncing back into a bow; how big? 78. South Florida _Eight wins last season set the bar awfully high. 
33, Boston College QB Brian St. Pierre takes Eagles to fourth straight bow, 79. Memphis If offense improves, Tigers could challenge for bow! spot. 
34, Texas Tech 8 Kiiff Kingsbury has Tech challenging Big 12 elite. 80, Hawaii Tough road games keep Warriors from climbing higher. 
35, Pittsburgh Defense to carry load until QB Rod Rutherford settles in, 81. Air Force Probably a year away, but if new QB develops ... 
36, UCLA Talent level still high, but can Bruins avoid Nov. collapse? 82. Cal Jeff Tedford tres to revive senior QB Kyle Boller’s career. 
37, Arkansas In thick of SEC West with full year of 0B Matt Jones. 83, San Diego State _Ex-JC coach Tom Craft counted on to goose the offense, 
38, Wisconsin Tying to buck up after spring loss of WR Lee Evans. 84, Toledo Key personnel losses, but Rockets have reloaded before. 
39, Mississippi State Lots of ifs, but could be SEC's most improved team. 85, Baylor Improvement promised ... again. Still Big 12's worst. 
40. Syracuse Not a lock to get 16th consecutive winning season, 86, Rice wis slide back from nice 8-4 season, 
41, Fresno State Even without David Carr, enough talent to win WAC. 87, Troy State Veteran team returns after 7 wins (including vs. Miss. St.) 
42, Purdue Can defense lead Boilers to sixth straight bow!? 88. Ball State Marcus Merriweather and crew poised for a serious run, 
43, Virginia Contending for ACC too much to ask, but back in a bowl, 89, Vanderbit New coach (Bobby Johnson), probably same ‘ol results. 
44, Kansas State _If QB play isn't better, Wildcats won't be either, 90. SMU Cupboard not bare for new coach Phil Bennett 
45, Maryland Back-to-back winning record would be impressive, 91. North Texas Defending Sun Belt champs have new confidence, 
46, Southern Miss Can win with stud defense and TB Derrrick Nix. 92. New Mexico State Tough losses at QB, RB and LB; ines should be strong. 
47. Clemson Wile Simmons adds more drop-back passing to offense. 93. Rutgers Could double fast season's win total... to four 
48, lowa State Game-breaking QB Seneca Wallace makes ISU tough 94. Kent State Back-to-back winning seasons for first time since ‘77? 
49, Colorado State Brutal non-conference sked will test mettle, 95. Duke 23-game losing streak threatens NCAA record (34), 
50. lowa Can grind it out behind tough offensive line, 96. Akron Sleeper in MAC East with power running game. 
51. Utah Defense must carry Utes until running game heats up. 97, Western Michigan Five allMAC players return; defense must lead way. 
52. Cincinnati Gino Guidugl leads sensational passing attack, 98. Utah State Lone western Indy finds scheduling too tough. 
53. Miami, Ohio QB Ben Roethlisberger can keep RedHawks in any game. 99, La-Lafayette Coach Rickey Bustle adds direction to improving talent. 
54, Arizona Hopes to make Desert Swarm more than a memory, 100. Wyoming 15 straight MWC losses; QB Casey Bramlet to rescue? 
55, Wake Forest Trying to secure second consecutive winning season. 101. UTEP Just two years ago, the Miners won the WAC. 
56, TOU Super WRs and tough D, but QB Casey Printers bailed. 102. Houston ‘A.15-game losing streak has gone on long enough. 
57. West Virginia Will Wa. “get it” in Rich Rodriguez's second season? 103. San Jose State Over-extended with nasty non-conference sked, 
58. East Carolina Young talent hopes to ease slide after David Garrard era. 104, Nevada RB Chance Kretschmer (1,732 yards) needs more help. 
59. Oklahoma State More baby steps after progress in Les Miles’ debut year. 105. Northern Ilinois Lots of holes, but Thomas Hammock is a premier RB. 
60. Bowling Green If they can pick up from last year, could win MAC. 106. Tulane Not enough defense to support new QB J.P. Losman, 
61. Minnesota (8 Asad Abdul-Khaliq might be ready to break out. 107. Central Michigan More-physical Chips making strides, stil off the pace. 
62. Missouri Gary Pinkel's turnaround season stil year or two away. 408. Tulsa After 1-10 season, here comes another rebuilding year. 
63, Stanford Fun 'N Gun offense fine fit for The Farm; defense rebuilds, 109, Army Last in Conference USA ...but til ahead of rival Navy. 
64, Middle Tennessee Explosive offense, improving defense wins Sun Belt. 110. Idaho Excited about potential of OB Brian Lindgren. 
65. North Carolina QB Darian Durant quit, then came back; can he lead? 111, Buffalo Respectabilty not far away, but MAC getting tougher 
66. Temple Ten returning offensive starters for new spread offense 112. Navy Can new coach help Mids resurface after 0-10 mark? 
67. UAB Blazers replace defensive losses with even more talent. 113. Eastern Michigan How young? Of 11 returning starters, six are sophs. 
68, Central Florida Could shock some teams in first MAC go-round. 114. Ohio Wheels fell off (1-10) and now Bobcats start over, 
69. Louisiana Tech Eager to show that 2001 WAC title was no fluke, 115, La-Monroe Finally beginning to build depth and experience. 
79. UNLY ‘Avhuneh: QB Jason Thomas returns to studly 2000 form. 116. UConn Stadium will be ready for Big East in ‘05, but will team? 
71. Arizona State QB position a mess after Jeff Krohn’ offseason transfer. 117. Arkansas State New coach Steve Roberts inherits backfield problems. 
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Here’s a glance at the 10 most difficult 
coaching jobs for 2002 


BY DENNIS DODD 


Gene Bartow gets 
these calls every time 


a legend passes the torch. Barry Switzer to Gary Gibbs ... 
Dean Smith to Bill Guthridge ... Adolph Rupp to Joe B. Hall ... 
Bear Bryant to Ray Perkins ... 


Doesn’t matt 

Oesnl t mdtter, 

they always call Bartow who replaced John Wooden 25 years ago at UCLA. 
“Expectations are so unbelievably high and the microscope on you is so large,” said Bartow who lasted only 
two turbulent years in Westwood despite going 52-9 and winning consecutive Pac-10 titles. 


“For me, it almost took the fun out oft ... this was the thing that bothered me the most. | didn’t have any pressure from the 
AD and president. The nut element was really swirling. 

“There are more than just a few that aren’t going to be satisfied. Kentucky basketball, Alabama football ... Florida football 
would definitely fall in that category.” 

Ah yes, Florida football. Gator Nation has endured an offseason makeover that would make Michael Jackson’s plastic 
surgeon flinch. 
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+ Gone; Steve Spurrier the heart, 
soul and personality of all things 
Gator. 

+ Arrived: Ron Zook, a third- 
choice replacement who last coached 
at the school seven years ago, and 
then only after being demoted by 
Spurrier. 

Florida will be, by most accounts, 
the toughest job in the country in 
2002. 

Zook must establish his coaching 
credibility, lay a foundation and, oh 
yes, win at the same rate as Spurrier. 
All that while keeping the Fun in 
Spurrier’s Gun. 

Not far behind is Notre Dame 
where the program Knute built lucked 
into Tyrone Willingham. Stanford's 
former coach was another guy who 
was not the first choice ... but at least 
he came in to rescue the flag after 
one of the most painful episodes in 
the school’s athletic history. 

Despite George O'Leary's 
Resumegate, Willingham inherits the same pressures and prob- 
lems that go back to when Rockne was forming the program into 
a national power. 

“Luse a blanket statement there, 
have to win," 

If college football has taught us anything recently, it’s that 
there is almost no margin for error. A third of the I-A programs 
(38 off 117) have changed coaches since the end of the 2000 
season. 

It's not so much about being on the hot seat these days; it’s 
taking a job where it never cools off. Replacements are being 
handed big money along with big responsibility. Sometimes it is 
too much to bear. 

No matter how good Zook or Willingham might be, there are 
inherent pressures at their schools that make the jobs tough 
minute-to-minute, not just Saturday to Saturday. 

“IF you lose anywhere, they used to talk about honeymoons,” 
said Texas coach Mack Brown, who has managed to rise above 
the criticism in his four years at the school. “Honeymoons are 
about the first quarter. You take a new job and lose all the games, 
they don’t blame the guy that left. They blame you.” 

It doesn’t help when the predecessor is the school’s win- 
ningest coach. Bob Stoops and Mike Shanahan, two accom- 
plished coaches with Florida ties, shocked Gator Nation when 
they turned down athletic director Jeremy Foley's interest. 

Foley did not pause, flying directly from Denver to New 
Orleans where he met with and offered the job to Zook in a mat- 
ter of hours. Never mind that fans were wondering why long- 
time head coaches like Mike Bellotti and Jon Gruden didn’t 
deserve at least an exploratory phone call. 

Neither Willingham nor Zook seemed to be campaigning for 
the jobs. Willingham was happy at Stanford, a year removed from 
a Rose Bow! and still one of only two Division I-A African-Ameri- 
can coaches to ever have a career winning record. 

Zook was coming off something of a down year as defensive 
coordinator with the New Orleans Saints. He was a third choice 


Willingham 


OK?" Willingham said. “We 


(at best), but the hire proved once 
again that sometimes it's more impor- 
tant whom you know. 

“It was not so much hiring from the 
Gator family, it was people | knew,” 
Foley said. “When | went to talk to 
him, he had his plan in place. I hired 
him on Wednesday and he had seven 
full-time guys recruiting here on the 
weekend.” 

The two met at Florida in 1991 
when Zook was hired as a defensive 
coordinator and Foley was an associate 
athletic director. A year later Foley was 
athletic director. Zook would go on to 
be demoted by Spurrier to linebackers 
and special teams coach after the 1993 
season. 

“When he was demoted, | helped 
him get through that time,” Foley said. 
“The way he handled that made me 
respect him even more.” 

Zook had earned his coordinator's 
job back in 1995 when the NFL called. 
Before Florida, he had been with three 
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pro teams in six years. 

Now he replaces one of the game's legends. 

“I think it's going to be very hard,” Terry Bowden said of 
Zook's task. Bowden himself replaced Auburn legend Pat Dye in 
the early 1990s. “The bar is set so high at Florida right now. With 
Spurrier you've got a floor show; you've got absurdity; you've 
got it all.” 

Here's a further look at the toughest jobs ahead in 2002 ... 
keep in mind, these are not bad jobs, just the toughest this 
season: 


1. Florida: Ron Zook 

During his first month on the job, a fire drill alarm sounded 
throughout the athletic complex. 

“I told my secretary I'm not leaving,” Zook said. “I don't have 
time for this.” 

Figuratively speaking, Zook’s hair already is on fire. 

The energetic 48-year-old didn’t need to be hit with a two- 
by-four to realize that national signing day was his first mile 
marker in what he hopes will become a marathon. 

Zook’s first recruiting class was ranked near the top 10. He 
got five of recruiting service PrepStar’s Dream Team (top 125 
players in the nation). That group includes rocket-armed Tallahas- 
see quarterback Gavin Dickey and Cincinnati's DeShawn Wynn, 
rated the 12th-best running back in the country. 

“Considering they lost their legendary coach in the heat of 
battle, Ron Zook has done a nice job of circling the wagons,” said 
recruiting analyst Rick Kimbrel. “I always felt that Spurrier left that 
program in such good shape that you'd have to be a moron not 
to keep it going for at least a little bit.” 

That's a compliment, we think. 

The on-field maelstrom is only months away. Zook wades 
into his first season without four underclassmen who could have 
been All-Americans in 2002, but declared for the NFL draft. 

At least, though, he and his offensive coordinator, Ed Zaun- 
brecher, were able to convince Heisman runner-up Rex Grossman 
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to hang around for another year. 

The Gators face a bear of a schedule that includes games at 
Tennessee and Florida State and home games against Miami and 
LSU. 

Questions about his offense should be tabled for the moment. 
Zaunbrecher from Marshall is unknown but one of the most excit- 
ing coordinators in the country. John Thompson, hired away from 
Arkansas, has a solid reputation. The key is that Florida will be 
attacking on both sides of the ball. 

The spirit of Spurrier will be around, if not the man himself. 

“If people expect (another Spurrier), it’s unfair,” Foley said. 
“There’s only one Steve. Now it’s Ron Zook’s turn. People have 
such a passion for Florida football, they'll be behind him.” 


The Dome whiffed. The Gruden thing couldn't be worked out. 
There was a segment of the Irish population that greeted 
O'Leary's arrival with a yawn. The former Georgia Tech coach had 
never really won anything. 

There are those who will tell you that the underwhelming 
response made it easier for athletic director Kevin White to ask for 
his resignation when it was discovered O'Leary's resume was 
found to be ... um, exaggerated. 

Never disbelieve, though, the luck of the Irish. Having 
ignored Willingham on its first search cost Notre Dame when 
White eventually got around to talking to him. 

He was the right guy all along. Principled. Accomplished. 
Smart. Organized. Yes, and successful — a year earlier, he'd led 
Stanford to its first Pac-10 championship in 30 years. 

Sure, Willingham might not be Rockne when it comes to half- 
time speeches, but at this point Notre Dame has no room to 
quibble. 

It is stuck with what some say are sub-standard facilities. 

The TV contract carries an implicit demand to keep the schedule 
as tough as nails. Bob Davie went through his tenure trying to run 
an option offense when the rest of the profession had relegated 
that to a page or two of the playbook while scheming up the 
spread offense. 

“I'm not saying ND is not a great job ... but there’s a lot of 
things that go into college that makes coaches not want to go 
there,” said Miami defensive coordinator Randy Shannon, an 
acquaintance of Willingham’s. “You think Steve Spurrier would 
leave Florida for Notre Dame? You think Bobby Bowden would 
leave Florida State for Notre Dame? 

“It's perceived as more of a glamorous job. He’s done a great 
job at Stanford. He'll do a great job at Notre Dame.” 

Willingham was immediately hailed as the Jackie Robinson of 
his profession. The first black coach in any sport at Notre Dame 
downplayed the historical significance. While his hiring hopefully 
opens more doors, give Willingham credit for realizing the bot- 
tom line. 

“We want to get them used to winning, OK?” Willingham 
said of the players he inherits. “That is the ultimate goal. | think 
you'll hear me harp on that a lot. | think you'll probably get 
tired of hearing me respond in that matter, but that is the 
goal.” 

“People will get over it as soon as he goes 8-3 or 9-2 and 
makes a BCS bowl,” Shannon said. “Nobody will ever say a word 
about it. And he will win. He'll get it turned around.” 

Good or bad, like it or not, Shannon and other black coaches 
in the sport are counting on him — success by Willingham in 


PHOTO BY HARRY HOW/GETTY IMAGES 


Coker 


South Bend finally could be the key to kicking open the doors to 
head coaching jobs, as black coaches are continually overlooked. 


Larry Coker was asked how it can get any better. 

An undefeated national championship in his rookie year as 
head coach. It was the first time that had happened in 53 years. 

“Well, | could be the first coach to have back-to-back unde- 
feated national championships,” Coker said the day after beating 
Nebraska in the Rose Bowl. 

There is not much pressure on Coker, not yet. Sooner or later, 
though, he will realize how tough it is to meet the expectations 
at Miami. After all, Dennis Erickson’s two national championships 
in six years wasn't considered enough in Coral Gables. 

After the Rose Bowl, Coker was looking forward to 14 return- 
ing underclassmen starters in 2002. Then three key contributors 
— running back Clinton Portis, tight end Jeremy Shockey and cor- 
nerback Phillip Buchanon — left early for the NFL. The secondary 
has to be rebuilt. Coker has to find a reliable tight end for Ken 
Dorsey to throw to. 

Add to that a schedule that features seven bowl teams, 
including non-conference games against Florida State, Florida and 
Tennessee. 
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Franchione 


Miami can’t possibly repeat ... can it? It seems unlikely, 
which presents a new set of problems for the likable Coker. Start 
with the fact that Miami fans are fickle. The Orange Bowl only 
sells out for big games. 

The upside? Miami is the dominant program in the state with 
Florida changing coaches and Florida State trying to rebound. The 
BCS has taught us that if you win the state championship, you 
win a spot in the title game. 

Funny, less than two years ago he was the scourge of South 
Florida after a devastating loss at Washington. Coker, then Butch 
Davis’ offensive coordinator, was roundly criticized for his play 
calling. 

Now he's the toast of South Florida. How long will it last? 
Stick around for Coker’s first career loss, and we'll get an idea. 


4, Alabama: Dennis Franchione 

Hey, at least Coach Fran had enough sense and power to 
negotiate a seven-year deal when he moved to Tuscaloosa a cou- 
ple of years ago. But is even that going to be enough time to get 
the program back where it expects to be? 

Winning at Alabama was hard enough in Bear Bryant's 
shadow, and the outlandish expectations, philandering coaches 
and rogue boosters have only made it tougher. 


What's more, the school prolonged its NCAA agony by 
appealing the devastating sanctions levied against it in February. 

The loss of 21 scholarships and two bowls is bad enough, but 
the distractions now have to be in the minds of every coach and 
player. The result of the appeal likely won't be known until mid- 
season, if then. 

Alabama fans have never been known for patience. Perhaps 
that's why published reports stated Franchione was interested in 
the Kansas and Notre Dame openings. 

Now the job just got tougher with the rest of the SEC recruit- 
ing against a program that won't go to a bow! until at least 2004, 
if sanctions remain. 


5. Nebraska: Frank Solich 

Frank Solich is a much more accomplished coach in his fourth 
year at Nebraska than Tom Osborne was as a fourth-year coach ... 
but you'd never know it. 

Solich already has played for a national championship. It took 
Osborne 11 years to do that. Solich won a conference title in his 
third year, Osborne didn’t win an outright Big Eight title until Year 
Nine. 

So why is this job so tough? First, Miami exposed Nebraska 
for being slow and talent-deficient. Osborne spent the better part 
of 10 years prior to his first title in 1994 trying to play catch up 
with the Florida schools. 

Now Solich is back to square one. There still is no breakaway 
I-back, The quarterback situation is in the rebuilding phase. Junior 
Jammal Lord went into the spring less than impressive in his 
retention of the offense after his first two years in the program. 
There is still the possibility that true freshman Curtis Dukes might 
win the job. 

It's not outrageous to suggest Nebraska might lose three or 
four games this year. If that's the case, then Solich will be under 
the gun again. Never mind that he's had the best start at 
Nebraska since Bob Devaney. 


6. Duke: Carl Franks 

Franks sees Kansas State and wonders why that can't happen 
to his moribund program. 

One word: commitment. Duke has shown precious little of 
it when it comes to football. Blame the wildly successful basket- 
ball program if you must ... but other ACC programs (North 
Carolina, Maryland) have shown the ability to compete in both 
sports. 

The Blue Devils have lost 23 straight games and show no 
immediate signs of recovery. The roster is excruciatingly young. 
There is a 22-year bowl drought. Franks will get another year. 
Problem is, the program would be just as bad for whoever 
replaces him. 


7. Auburn: Tommy Tuberville 

Tuberville has to please one man. For years, Board of Trustees 
member Bobby Lowder has had excessive influence on the foot- 
ball fortunes at Auburn, 

Terry Bowden blames him for orchestrating his eventual res- 
ignation a few years ago. There was talk that it was Lowder who 
forced Tuberville to fire both his coordinators after last year’s 
7-5 season. 

There is actually an on-campus group that calls itself S.O.L. — 
Students Opposing Lowderization. Until Lowder’s influence is 
reduced, they say, the program itself will be S.O.L. 
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Solich 


Tuberville knew all this coming in. Now he is feeling it. 

Thank goodness for the Tigers that Alabama faces tough 
times. Auburn finished second to Tennessee in SEC recruiting, 
landing a Top 10 class nationally. The majority of starters return. 
Quarterback Danie! Cobb was granted a sixth year of eligibility by 
the NCAA. 

The team that handed Florida its first loss last season fell apart 
at the end. It will be expected by some “War Eagle” screamers to 
end up in the SEC title game — at least. 


8. California: Jeff Tedford 

As the red-hot Oregon offensive coordinator, Tedford could 
have had the San Diego State job. Don’t laugh. He might be in 
better shape right now had he gone in that direction. 

The advantages are that Cal plays in the Pac-10 and has BCS 
opportunities. But the difference between playing and competing 
are huge in Berkeley. 

Interest has waned where the Bears haven't had a winning 
season since 1993. After a 1-10 season, the task is monumental. 
Facilities remain a significant problem, although the setting at 
Memorial Stadium is one of the prettiest in sports. Pretty setting, 
yes, but ugly when the stadium is less than half full. 

Tedford’s insistence to stay with Oregon until after the Fiesta 
Bowl hurt recruiting. Cal, though, really didn’t have a choice if it 
wanted him. 

Willingham’s departure at Stanford at least gives Cal a fight- 
ing chance to recapture the Bay Area’s interest. Tedford's ability 
to produce quarterbacks (Joey Harrington, Akili Smith, Trent Dil- 
fer) will help the offense. But who the heck wants to play for 
a defense that gave up 35 points at least eight times last year? 


9. Stanford: Buddy Teevens 

The Cardinal lost its coach and maybe its ability to stay com- 
petitive in the Pac-10. 

The hiring of Buddy Teevens was a head-scratcher. Steve 


Division I-A coaching changes for 2002 


School Out Record, years In 

Arkansas State Joe Hollis 13-43, five Steve Roberts 
California Tom Holmoe 16-39, five Jeff Tedford 
Florida Steve Spurrier 122-27-1, 12 Ron Zook 
Georgia Tech George O'Leary 62-33, seven Chan Gailey 
Indiana Cam Cameron 18-37, five Gerry DiNardo 
Kansas Terry Allen 20-33, five Mark Mangino 
La-Lafayette Jerry Baldwin 6-27, three Rickey Bustle 
Navy Charlie Weatherbie 30-45, seven Paul Johnson 
Notre Dame Bob Davie 35-25, five Tyrone Willingham 
San Diego State Ted Toliner 43-48, eight Tom Craft 
SMU Mike Cavan 22-34, five Phil Bennett 
Stanford Tyrone Willingham 43-48, eight Buddy Teevens 
Vanderbilt Woody Widenhofer 15-40, five Bobby Johnson 


Spurrier’s former top assistant previously had been coach at 
Maine, Dartmouth and Tulane, were he was 44-69-1. 

That doesn't inspire confidence. Teevens might have coached 
at institutions of higher learning, but Stanford is a different animal. 
His main qualification seems to be that his old boss at Dartmouth, 
Ted Leland, hired him at Stanford. Willingham had the ability to 
work within the school’s stringent admission standards and find 
top student-athletes. 

Teevens says he wants to throw all over the lot. He should be 
more concemed about where a football team is really built. Four 
Stanford offensive linemen were either first- or second-team All- 
Pac-10 last season. Three of those have graduated. 

Good luck, Bud. 


10. Northwestern: Randy Walker 

A year ago, the Wildcats carried perhaps their highest expec- 
tations ever (they actually were the popular pick to win the Big 
Ten), and the 3-0 start only fueled those inflated hopes. The 1-7 
finish made those days seem like a long time ago. 

The defense is a mess. The offense is becoming a novelty act. 
The players and coaches are still affected by the death of a team- 
mate ... and with the family of Rashidi Wheeler pressing a lawsuit 
against the school following the defensive back’s training camp 
death, the situation might get worse before it gets better. 

Northwestern this season looks like the ultimate in reality 
television football. 

On the field, Walker still hasn't solved a gaping defensive 
hole that has resulted in an average of 30 points being hung on 
the Wildcats the past two seasons. With the loss of quarterback 
Zak Kustok and running back Damien Anderson, the productive 
offense can only get worse, it would seem. 

The Big Ten is still wide open. While dealing with a topsy- 
turvy program, don’t be overly surprised if Walker somehow gets 
this bunch to a bow! game ... who knows, maybe even one in 
Pasadena. ll 
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EASY 
PICKING 


The latest (and greatest?) torch-bearer 
of the Manning legacy has it all ... 
now he wants to win 


By DENNIS DODD 


They call hi 
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which, you have to admit, 
is strange for a football 
player. 

Easy better fits a bas- 
ketball player, maybe 
a rapper. 


But you've never sat with this 
big Easy from New Orleans at a Mis- 
sissippi postgame tailgate, chewing 
the fat and some ribs with fans. 


You've never seen Easy return every wave from every student as 
he crosses campus. You've never seen Easy, like Randy Reed has, 
at “The Library,” a campus watering hole. 

“At one time during the night the only people on the dance 
floor were Eli and three girls,” said Reed who played with Eli 
Manning's father Archie more than 30 years ago. 

You've never seen Archie realize that gleam in his son's eye 
is not so much about football than about complete contentment. 

“Absolutely, he’s always been kind of easy, that’s what his 
buddies call him,” Archie said of his son, icon and current Missis- 
sippi junior quarterback. “Our first one was kind of a comedian 
and clown. Peyton was intense. Eli was laid-back. 

“He’s the happiest college student | have ever seen. | have 
never seen a child love college as much as he does. Somebody 
asked if Eli would come out early. | don’t know but from what 
| know about Eli, he'd stay three or four extra years.” 

That would be good news if the NCAA were to buy into Eli 
like the state of Mississippi has. 

They adored the fact that Archie gave the state’s image 
anew coat of paint in the middle of the Civil Rights Movement 
and the Vietnam War. They reviled Peyton for going north to Ten- 
nessee, They missed out on the oldest, Cooper, who had to give 
up football because of a spinal condition. 

But Eli gave them another chance to love. He has not disap- 
pointed. On the field, he is the spitting image of Peyton with the 
easy-going nature of his father. Eli is 6-4, 220 pounds, hard to 
take down and reads defenses like the IRS reads the tax code. 

Let's say he came highly recommended. The state is so 
gonzo about his father that Manning Hall is basically a museum 
dedicated to Archie. It includes the cast from Archie's infamous 
broken left arm that some fan probably snatched up from a doc- 
tor's office. 

Off the field, Eli is one of them, mingling, joking, playing. 

“You could put Eli on an athletic level with a rock star, but he 
would never think of himself that way,” said linebacker Justin 
Wade, a Manning roommate. 

Eli was a legend even before he got to campus. One of the 
first things David Cutcliffe did when he got the coaching job in 
December 1998 was get to New Orleans to recruit his latest Man- 
ning, Cutcliffe had been Peyton's offensive coordinator at Ten- 
nessee. 

The fit was perfect. Laid-back athlete in the outback of college 
football. Before he arrived, “Eli's Coming” bumper stickers started 
popping up. Reed and “M" Club alumni cohorts paid for a televi- 
sion commercial that featured the old Three Dog Night song of 
the same name. 

Cutcliffe convinced them to cut back on the Eli references 
because the team element is what he wanted to project. They 
agreed, but that didn’t stop the “M” Club from hiring Three Dog 
Night to entertain after the spring game. 

“We hired them,” Reed said, “strictly (because of) Eli.” 

The hype won't die down this year, not after the way Man- 
ning performed last season. 

A record 38,000 fans bought season tickets last year in 
60,000-seat Vaught-Hemingway Stadium. A 10,000-seat expan- 
sion project is ongoing. We hate to get so specific, but, well ... all 
of it can be attributed to Archie's Son of the South. 

“Watching his first game here last year — 18 completions in 
a row — it was like reading a novel,” Mississippi chancellor Robert 
Khayat said. “To watch him operate, he looks exactly like his daddy 
when he steps on the field. He kind of stands loose and easy.” 

There's that word again. 
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Ole Miss fans have a soft spot in their hearts for Archie 
Manning, but he didn’t win a title in Oxford or with the 
NFL's New Orleans Saints. 


The word describes the kid who chills to Jimmy Buffett. The 
word that describes a kid too young to remember that his dad 
defined a state and played 14 NFL seasons. The word describes 
a freshman quarterback who almost rallied his team back from 
a 40-point deficit in the 2000 Music City Bowl. 

It's a word that describes, as Khayat already has, a kid who 
came out of the chute tossing 18 consecutive completions in the 
opener against Murray State. 

“If | think of Notre Dame, | think of Knute Rockne and the 
Four Horsemen,” said Khayat, a former star kicker for the Rebels 
in the 1950s. “If | flash forward, | think of Joe Montana. IF! think of 
Ilinois, | think about Red Grange. | think of LSU and I think about 
Billy Cannon making that run against us in 1959. 

“Probably the 21st century will think Manning.” 

Meanwhile, a state is holding its breath hoping that Eli might 
be the one who wins an SEC title. Mississippi hasn't won an SEC 
title since 1963, four years before Archie arrived. 

“If we're going to do it, we're probably going to do it when 
Eli is there,” Reed said. 

So maybe Eli will be the one Manning who finally wins. Really 
wins. 

Archie led the Rebels to three bow! games and finished third 
in the 1970 Heisman voting. 

Peyton lost all those games to Florida, won one SEC title and 
had streets named after him. Archie never got close. The vagaries 
of the SEC and NFL kept Archie from a ring despite a stellar 
career. 

There are two years of Eli left. Wouldn't it be nice if a Man- 
ning actually won a championship? Would that be too much to 
ask? 

“I don’t ever think of it like that,” Archie said. “When | was 
12 years old, | wanted to be a pro athlete. | remember in junior 
high school, | wanted to be Ole Miss’ quarterback. | really got to 
live my dream. 

“That's really how I reflect on my college and pro days. I'm sure 
if won a championship, I'd reflect more on that. | don't look back.” 


30 Linoy’s Foorsatl ANNUALS 


2002 


I YOU Wallt (0 Win WG... 
~~ ve Got to lay it on the sine. 


Featured on HBO Real Sports with Bryant Gumble 


Promotions Endorsed By Friday Night Specials’” Friday Night Specials" 
© 10% Sign-up Bonus © The Gold Sheet ‘Teasers Parlays 


E © 6 point Even © 2 team parlay 27/10 
© Loyalty Program ©The Prescription 61/2 points 110/100 6 4 team fi hy 13/1 


UO Bec on Wet Losses Fan Rosenthal © 7points 120/100 tam pata 2 


Referral Bonus © Wayne Root © G team patlay 50/1 
© COMP Program 


© Covers.com © 7 team parlay 80/1" 
© 8 team parlay 50/1 
psn © 9 team parlay 250/1 
© 10 team parlay 600/1 


*Restrictions apply to all listed promotions. **Regular football season only 
Licensed and Regulated in Antigua. 


Like legend, like son. Eli already was familiar with Mississippi 
because of his father. But Texas and Virginia also wooed him. He 
might have won more at Texas, gotten a better education at Vir- 
ginia. But there is something about Oxford that made Eli feel at 
home. 

“| loved the tradition,” Eli said. “I felt that whatever hap- 
pened, success or not success or if | never played a down, I'd be 
happy here.” 

But ... “It has been a while.” 

Tradition? The argument can be made that Eli's father pretty 
much is the football tradition. Ninety-one year old former coach 
Johnny Vaught won six SEC titles, but his shadow isn’t as large as 
the one cast by Archie and family. 

And the Ole Miss tradition is such that the Rebels were 
snubbed by bowls after a 7-4 season in 2001 ... you think that 
would ever happen to Alabama or Tennessee? Yes, there's work 
to be done. 

“He told me when we're raising our kids, ‘Tell them to go 
somewhere where they have a good defense,” Eli said. “It’s frus- 
trating to score a lot of points and not come out successful. I've 
told people that's the way football is. If your defense gives up 
30 points, it’s your job to score 32.” 

But it’s clear that the lack of help on the other side of the line 
has bothered father and son, if only a bit. Archie played for some 
dreadful New Orleans teams. Mississippi was 76th in scoring 
defense last year (28.2 points per game), meaning Manning and 
the offense usually had to score 32 to win. 

Last year's Rebels started 6-1 after winning at eventual SEC 
champion LSU. But the next week altered the entire season. An 
NCAA-record seven-overtime 58-56 loss to Arkansas left the 
Rebels physically and mentally depleted. 

Mississippi went on to lose three of its last four, with the 
wrong-way ending (and relatively small fan base) contributing to 
the bowl snub. 

“I never played in a game like the Arkansas game,” Eli said. 
“It was a strange thing. | didn’t know how to react after that 
game. I've been more upset after losing other games than | was 
after that game.” 

That's how a body should feel after doing everything he 
could do. He had thrown for 312 yards and six touchdowns in 
that game without an interception. The Rebels left it all out on the 
field. 

It was a performance and result that left long-time Rebs 
remembering his father's famous, comparable heart-breaking 
loss. Archie accounted for five touchdowns (three rushing, two 
passing) and an SEC-record 540 yards in a 33-32 1969 loss to 
Alabama. 

Despite the loss to Arkansas, Eli showed he was evolving into 
the competitor that Archie was, and the efficient quarterback that 
Peyton is. 

“My dad was kind of an athlete going out there making 
plays,” Eli said. “Peyton and | sit in the pocket and just sort of 
throw the ball.” 

It's more than that. With 2,948 yards, Eli finished six yards 
behind his brother's sophomore-season total. Eli's 31 touch- 
downs (with only nine interceptions) were the seventh best total 
in SEC history. He was 20th nationally last year in passing effi- 
ciency. 

The Rebels aren't favored to win the SEC this year, but if they 
can avoid the odd seven-overtime game and get better play from 
the defense, you never know. Last year 54 of 85 scholarship 
players were sophomores or younger and the Rebs went 7-4. 
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Peyton Manning helped Tennessee win one SEC 
championship, but couldn’t win the Heisman ... 
or those games against Florida. 


This year, mark Oct. 5 down on your football calendar. That is 
when Florida visits Oxford. The Heisman Trophy might be 
decided right then and there with Rex Grossman facing Manning. 

They say Oxford is one of the most unique college campuses 
in the country. Its small-town atmosphere belies that the Rebels 
play in the best football conference in the country. 

“He doesn't seem to feel the pressure,” Khayat said. “He is 
alittle shy and quiet. We've had one visit. He came by to see me 
‘one day to volunteer. He felt like he needed to do something for 
the school.” 

Eli eventually became a mentor to children through the 
school’s Division of Student Life. 

That might have had to do with him being a little too easy. 
On Jan. 31, 2000, he was arrested for public intoxication outside 
his fraternity house. It bothered him to the extent that Eli had 
embarrassed himself, his family and the program. He did allow 
the incident to improve his football career. 

Cutcliffe slapped Eli with a curfew and a few pertinent ques- 
tions. 

“He asked if | wanted to be a great player or just another 
player,” Eli said. “I told him right there I wanted to be a great 
player, someone the team could count on. It kind of set the tone 
for my career here at Ole Miss. 

“I got dedicated in the weight room. Something had to hap- 
pen where | made the commitment.” 

That December, he had his coming out. Eli came into the 
fourth quarter of a hopeless 49-9 game with West Virginia. In less 
than 10 minutes, Manning threw for 221 yards and guided three 
drives that resulted in 22 points. 
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Although still a defeat, he said the game “gave me confi- 
dence that | can do this.” 

He might feel most at home at The Grove, a 10-acre park in 
the middle of campus where the art of tailgating is refined every 
home football Saturday. 

It is through The Grove that players march to the stadium in 
the Walk of Champions. 

“It’s a path right through the middle of The Grove,” Eli said. 
“Fans come out and give you a pat on the back. It's something 
exciting for me to walk through knowing | was the starting quar- 
terback, knowing they're cheering for you.” 

So precious, so innocent, so theirs. From his apartment that 
overlooks the Lafayette Co. Courthouse in Oxford, he can see 
where William Faulkner once wrote. 

At nearby Square Books, his father's book “Manning” sits 
alongside Faulkner and John Grisham, It is still a bestseller. 

The people of Mississippi seem to have a sense that the 
Mannings are something more than football. 

“They don't look at you as the quarterback,” Eli said. “I see 
them all the time. They're my friends. They treat me like any 
other guy. | don’t feel like I'm under a microscope, | don’t act like 
I’m superior to anybody.” 

And he truly doesn’t feel superior except on the field where 
he set 13 school records in his first full season as a starter. Every- 
where else, he is the silent one, the laid-back one. When Cutcliffe 
came to recruit him at his parents’ home, Eli’s parents were on 
their way out. 

Cutcliffe, Eli and brother Cooper went down the street to 
a local diner to eat and seal the deal, 

A lot of this wouldn't have happened had fate not stepped 
into some situations. Reed briefly dated Olivia Williams but, well, 
no sparks. Olivia, a homecoming queen, met Archie, fell in love 
and bore three sons who inherited the football gene at an early 
age. 

Cooper is the oldest at 27, but had to give up football at Ole 
Miss in 1992 when doctors discovered a congenital spinal condi- 
tion. Peyton could recite the SEC record book backwards and for- 


Archie Manning Ole Miss 


Class Year G Rating Att Com 
Soph 1968 8 93.6 263 127 
Junior 1969 10 118.4 265 154 
Senior 4970 8 113.4 233 124 
Career 26 108.2 761 402 
Peyton Manning Tennessee 

Class Year G Rating Att Com 
Frosh 1994 40 145.2 144 89 
Soph 1995 1 146.5 380 244 
Junior 1996 1" 147.7 380 243 
Senior 1997 12 147.7 477 287 
Career 44 1471 1881 863 
Eli Manning Ole Miss 

Class Year G Rating Att Com 
Frosh 2000 7 85.7 33 16 
Soph 2001 n 144.8 408 259 
Career 18 140.5 441 275 


(TDR=Touchdowns responsible for, rushing and passing) 


wards. Eli sometimes was a rag doll in the middle. 

“They wouldn't let me win games at basketball,” Eli said. 

“| was the little brother. They never gave me a chance. | was 12 
or 13 before | was able to score a point.” 

It's not unlike the camaraderie that existed when Reed was 
suitemates at Mississippi with Archie and fellow Rebels Billy Van- 
Devender and Jim Poole. 

“Il can remember alumni sending Archie boxes of clothes,” 
said Reed, now a senior account executive with Pepsi. “I wore 
this red sweater once on campus and he saw me. ‘I need to bor- 
row that for a date | have tonight,’ he said. | told him | had gotten 
it out of one his boxes that had been sent to him.” 

“The Ballad of Archie Who” became the hottest jukebox 
selection in Mississippi. The red-haired kid from Drew, Miss., 
started appearing on national telecasts. He became a two-time 
All-American. 

Only six years earlier, federal troops were on campus to pro- 
tect James Meredith, the first black student to enroll at Ole Miss. 

When Peyton's time came to restore the legend, Archie still 
remembers the heat he got for “letting” his son play at Ten- 
nessee, 

“| had a tough time with that,” Archie said. “Some people, 
it really got their feathers ruffled, | have to say it wasn't anybody 
that counted, Good friends, they understood. | notice a few peo- 
ple are still cold at times.” 

It is this setting that Peyton returns to every year. He visits 
with Eli and Cutcliffe each spring and throws to Mississippi 
receivers. 

“Part of the genetics is what we see physically,” said Cut- 
cliffe, now in his seventh season coaching a Manning. “What 
we can't see is the most gifted part, which is their ability to 
think so fast and formulate information into a functional ability 
to use it.” 

But the vast majority have looked past Peyton, past Archie, 
past the dearth of SEC titles to the new savior on the block who 
can make Mississippi whole again. 

It's going to be Easy, i 


Int Pet PYds RYds TDR Total Off 
7 483 1,510 208 13 1,718 
9 581 1,762 502 23 2,264 
14 519 1,481 3 20 1,594 
40 528 4,753 823 56 5,576 
Int Pct PYds RYds TOR Total Off 
6 618 1,141 -26 12 1,115 
4 642 2,954 6 27 2,960 
12 635 3,287 -131 23 3,156 
n 602 3,819 -30 39 3,789 
33 625 11,201 -181 101 11,020 
Int Pct PYds RYds TDR Total Off 
1 485 170 4 0 174 
9 .635 2,948 9 31 2,957 
10 624 3,118 13 31 3,131 
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to Show that 
Gators’ Offense 
Still Superior 


ex Grossman had just come 

away from his first meeting with 

new Florida coach Ron Zook and 
was pressed for time. The star quarter- 
back and his primary remaining target, 
Taylor Jacobs, had less than 48 hours to 
decide whether or not to join receivers 
Jabar Gaffney and Reche Caldwell in 
leaving school early for the NFL. 

All the Heisman Trophy runner-up 
and the Orange Bowl MVP knew for 
certain on that whirlwind night of Jan. 9 
was that they'd be a package deal. 
Grossman and Jacobs were going to 
follow each other's lead — college or 
pro — and not look back. 

“had handcuffs on him and he had 
handcuffs on me,” said Jacobs. “If Rex 
walked out the door and went to the 
NEL, | was going with him. We weren't 
splitting up.” 

The next night, the two Gators 
assembled with Grossman's parents at 
a Gainesville restaurant for a celebration 
of UF's most critical recruiting haul of 
the 2002 season. Grossman and Jacobs 
decided to remain in orange and blue, 
ensuring that Florida would have a 
chance to be a national title contender. 

“We're pretty good friends and if 
he had called it quits, | would have 
followed him to the NFL,” said Gross- 
man. “There's definitely a relationship 
on the field, too, that I didn’t have with 
another receiver. It's comforting to have 
that go-to receiver.” 

Grossman already had to deal with 
the change of not having Steve Spurrier 
as his primary tutor. Once Spurrier left 
to coach the Washington Redskins, 
Grossman dicin’t want to have to adjust 
to an entirely new receiving corps, too. 

By the time spring practice rolled 
around, Grossman was also starting to 
feel a lot better about his new coaches. 

His early take on Zook and offen- 
sive coordinator Ed Zaunbrecher, who 
came over from Marshall, is that he 
expects the post-Spurrier era to be just 


Grossman Ready 
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OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


as fun and productive. 

“It's a completely different 
offense,” said Grossman. “There are 
fewer timing routes. Coach Spurrier 
was geared to attack defenses and 
what they do. This is a more normal 
pro-style offense. 

“There's no particular bread-and- 
butter play that I see yet. | haven't 
learned the offense, just kind of memo- 
rized it on paper. One thing | like is, he 
is going to allow the quarterback to call 
some plays at times. | hope I can be 
somewhat of a coach on the field now 
that I'm in my third year. That's what 
this new offense is based around.” 

Grossman, a redshirt junior, elevated 
himself into the class of elite Florida 
quarterbacks last season with Danny 
Wuerffel and Shane Matthews. 


He became the first player since BYU's 
Steve Young in 1983 to lead the nation 
in both passing efficiency (170.8) and 
total offense (354.9 yards per game) in 
the same season. He lost one of the 
closest Heisman votes in history, coming 
closer than any sophomore ever had. 

Missing out on the Heisman didn’t 
bother Grossman nearly as much as 
blowing the chance to play for the 
national championship. The Gators, 
who finished No. 3 in the polls, were in 
position to play for it all until Tennessee 
knocked them off 34-32 to end the 
regular season. That also cost UF 
a chance to repeat as SEC champion. 

“I got my year of stats last season,” 
said Grossman. “I proved that I can put 
up big numbers. | want to do that again 
if that helps our team, but more than 


anything, | want to win the SEC.” 

That figures to be a tougher hurdle 
for Zook’s Gators than maybe at any 
time since before Spurrier arrived in 
1990. Florida loses 11 starters, must 
adjust to a new coaching staff, and 
faces possibly the toughest schedule in 
school history. 

Defending national champion 
Miami is back on the schedule after 
a 14-year absence. And the Gators get 
Tennessee, Florida State and Mississippi 
on the road, plus dates with SEC 
champion LSU and Auburn (which beat 
UF last season). 

Gator Nation is already skittish 
about the prospects of a Spurrierless 
regime. Zook and Zaunbrecher, who 
tutored 4,000-yard passer Byron 
Leftwich and first-round NFL draft pick 
Chad Pennington at Marshall, convinc- 
ing Grossman to come back has allevi- 
ated some of the concerns. 

“When you get in the heat of battle, 
players know Rex can take them the 
distance,” said Zook. “He was comfort- 
able with the things we told him we're 


Bruce Perry 


Name 

Rex Grossman 
Bruce Perry 
Cedric Benson 
Charles Rogers 
Kelley Washington 
Trent Smith 
Brett Romberg 
Brett Williams 
Jon Stinchcomb 
Steve Sciullo 
Kwame Harris 
Luke Manget 


ra 
Brett Romberg Brett Williams 


going to do on offense. 

“In a nutshell, he wanted to hear 
that he was going to have the same 
opportunities that he had on offense 
the previous two years. Once he felt 
comfortable with that, he was fine.” 

Zaunbrecher, who also coached 
Tommy Hodson at LSU and Arena 
League phenom Raymond Philyaw 
when he was at Northeast Louisiana, 
may have the Gators’ best pro quarter- 
back prospect ever in Grossman. 

“I've been spoiled with good 
quarterbacks my whole career and 
hope to continue to be spoiled,” said 
Zaunbrecher. “Our offense probably has 
more one-back stuff than Florida had in 
the past, but a lot of the concepts are 
the same. Some of the routes that Rex 
throws best — the post, the fade and 
curls — we've integrated those heavily 
into our offense.” 

Now it’s up to Grossman to master 
the new system and lead the Gators 
back to the championship level they 
became so accustomed to under 
Spurrier. With his low-key, nonchalant 


ee SE 


ies Fi 


School Name 


personality, Grossman may have the 
perfect temperament to carry UF 
through this transition period. 

“Rex doesn't get rattled,” said 
Zook. “He can be very calm when all 
around him is in a rage. You want that 
in a quarterback.” 

Grossman stayed at Florida, in part, 
because pro scouts said there was no 
guarantee he would be a first-round 
draft pick. With another year’s experi- 
ence, if Florida's offense picks up where 
it left off, next year might be the time 
for Grossman to pursue his NFL dream. 

For now, he’s in a two-minute 
offense. Grossman is in a hurry to learn 
anew system and prove to UF fans that 
— Spurrier or no Spurrier — the Gators 
can still be an offensive force. 

“It's not going to be anything like 
last year, but that’s not a bad thing,” said 
Grossman. “This is just a different team.” 

With one notable exception: Rex 
Grossman is still the quarterback. For 
these Gators, especially the new 
coaching staff, that's a good thing. 

— Gene Frenette 


Kelley Washington’ Trent Smith 


School 


Florida 
Maryland 
Texas 
Michigan St. 
Tennessee 
Oklahoma 
Miami 
Florida State 
Georgia 
Marshall 
Stanford 
Georgia Tech 


Byron Leftwich 
Onterrio Smith 
Earnest Graham 
Billy McMullen 
Reggie Williams 
Jason Witten 
Ben Claxton 
Todd Wike 
Montrae Holland 
Tony Pashos 
Ben Johnson 
Seth Marler 


Kwame Harris 


Marshall 
Oregon 
Florida 
Virginia 
Washington 
Tennessee 
Ole Miss 
Maryland 
Florida State 
Illinois 
Wisconsin 
Tulane 


Luke Manget 
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Terps’ Henderson 
Hits Ground and 
Opponents at 
Full Speed 


indy’s 2002 Defensive Player of 
the Year isn't the kind to toot his 
own horn. 

He'd rather ring your bell. 

Maryland senior linebacker E.J. 
Henderson made all his noise last 
year between the sidelines, orches- 
trating one of college football’s most 
remarkable reversals. Perennially 
mediocre Maryland went 10-2 and 
won the Atlantic Coast Conference 
for the first time since 1985, largely 
because of the play of the defense, 
led by Henderson. 

Henderson led the ACC with 150 
tackles and set a school record with 
28 tackles behind the line of scrim- 
mage. 

Henderson came up with so 
many big plays weekly, a defense 
that a year before ranked eighth in 
the ACC zipped to third, allowing 
nearly a touchdown less per game. 
Maryland went from off the charts to 
fourth in the nation in turnover 
margin. 

National Coach of the Year Ralph 
Friedgen reached back and yanked 
out his highest compliment for Hen- 
derson, saying, “E.J.’s a football 
player. 

“He makes things happen. 

If you're watching the game, watch 
him and he'll take you right to the 
ball, quickly.” 

The NFL seemed to be all set to 
snatch Maryland's main man out of 
the college game just as quickly. 

Henderson had to make a dleci- 
sion about entering the draft less than 
a week after the disappointing loss to 
Florida in the Orange Bowl. 

Turns out the hardest hitting, 
toughest defensive player in the ACC 
has a soft spot — for his teammates 
and life in College Park. 
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DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


“I dicin’t want to go out with that 


type of feeling, that type of loss,” said 
Henderson, who had weighed his 
situation for months. “That played 

a big part in my decision.” 

The announcement was cause for 
celebration in Maryland’s Gossett 
Football Team House. 

“He's the best recruit we have this 
year,” said defensive coordinator Gary 
Blackney, who built his defense 
around the 6-2, 243-pound line- 
backer. 

The Terrapins said goodbye to five 
senior defensive starters, including 


three All-ACC performers in the 
secondary, their top lineman and 
linebacker Aaron Thompson, Hender- 
son’s mentor. 

“We lost a lot of guys that played 
four years,” said Henderson. “But 
we've got guys coming in who have 
been in the program. If | consider 
myself a leader, then this would be 
the time to show it.” 

He was a leader last year, but not 
the “rah-rah” or fist-pumping type. 
He put on his helmet and came to 
work every day and his quiet intensity 
became an integral part of the fast- 


improving Terps. 

“He's a quiet guy that leads more 
with his actions than by talking,” said 
Blackney, the former head coach at 
Bowling Green. “The nice thing about 
EJ. is that when he speaks people 
listen, because when he speaks, 
he’s got something to say.” 

Blackney took over a defensive 
unit that, heading into last season, 
didn't seem to have the parts to make 
Maryland a legitimate contender. But 
add an innovative zone blitz scheme, 
some tinkering in the secondary and 
a heavy helping of Henderson ... and 
suddenly the Terrapins were out of 
their defensive shell and shocking 
people. 

“It was in spring ball when we 
started to realize E.J. was a special 
player,” recalled Blackney. “He came 
to practice every day with a blue- 
collar ethic, He doesn’t have highs 
and lows. He's always playing and 
practicing hard.” 

The first play from scrimmage did 
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FIRST TEAM 
Pos Name 
DL William Joseph 
DL Tommie Harris 
DL Greg Gathers 


not portend a great defensive season: 
A 77-yard TD run by North Carolina. 
But for the rest of the game, Hender- 
son (three tackles for loss) and the 
Terps begrudged the Heels just 199 
more yards, as Maryland pulled away, 
23-7. 

The Terps didn’t trail again for 
another five weeks. They didn't lose 
for another eight weeks. 

The Terps were 5-0 heading into 
a nationally televised Thursday night 
game at Georgia Tech and Hender- 
son's reputation already was growing 
when he almost single-handedly 
wrecked Tech. 

He ran back a fumble 36 yards for 
a touchdown, had a key sack to stop a 
drive in Maryland territory, had three 
quarterback hurries, and finished with 
18 tackles — four for losses. 

When Maryland forced overtime, 
Henderson was in on the hit that 
caused a fumble that preserved the 
20-17 victory, a signature victory for 
the blossoming program. 


“That was such a great feeling that 
night,” said the native of Aberdeen, 
Md. “I think we really started to earn 
respect with that win. It gave us 
confidence.” 

Henderson, who expects to return 
full strength from April 9 back surgery 
to remove bone spurs, doesn't look for 
Maryland to take a step back this year 
despite heavy losses on both sides of 
the ball. In fact, he won't hear of it. 

A fin for the Butkus Award as 
the nation’s top linebacker last season, 
Henderson said he has been spending 
more time studying Friedgen’s intricate 
offense so he can become even more 
of a factor in pass defense. 

Blackney smiled at the thought. 

“He's such a force,” said the 
coach. “He’s big. He’s strong. He's 
got good quickness. He's got great 
game speed and he’s a playmaker. 
You can't coach that.” 

That's what Friedgen’s notion of 
a football player is all about. 

— Mike Ashley 
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School 
Miami 
Oklahoma 
Georgia Tech 


DeMarco McNeil 
Darnell Dockett 
Jimmy Kennedy 


School 
Auburn 
Florida State 
Penn State 


DL Dewayne White Texas 
Mississippi St 
Miami 
Arizona 
Texas A&M 
UCLA 
Arkansas 
NC State 
Colorado 


Louisville Cory Redding 
Mario Haggan 
Jonathan Vilma 
Lance Briggs 
Sammy Davis 
Ricky Manning Jr. 
Ken Hamlin 
Terrence Holt 
Joey Huber 


LB Bradie James LSU 


LB Victor Hobson 
LB EJ. Henderson 
CB Eugene Wilson 
CB. Derrick Strait 
S Mike Doss 
S Troy Polamalu 
P_ Brooks Barnard 


Michigan 
Maryland 
Mlinois 
Oklahoma 
Ohio State 
Southern Cal 
Maryland 


PLAYER [RATINGS 
QUARTERBACKS 


Do-it-all Leftwich Guns for 
Heisman, Top Spot in Draft 


T in Mobile, Ala., and tried to loft a pass into a trashcan at 
the 30-yard line. 

He missed, just barely, the ball bounding off the rim. 

Not bad for a 30-yard pass. But this was at the other 30- 
yard line. 

Leftwich had just thrown a football 70 yards and came 
within inches of placing it exactly where he wanted it. That's 
the kind of arm that has pro scouts drooling. 

Now a senior, Leftwich is heralded by many as the nation’s 
premier quarterback prospect. No wonder. He's the total 
package. 

He's got that strong arm. 

He's accurate, completing 314 of 470 passes (66.8 
percent) last season, for 38 scores and eight interceptions. 

He's intelligent, using the freedom coaches give him to 
change calls at the line. 

@ And, it doesn’t hurt that he’s 6-6 and 240 pounds. 

'You kind of catch yourself watching Byron,” Akron coach 
Lee Owens said. 

“He's an amazing quarterback. We did everything we could 
do to stop him last year and he adjusted every time. We'd think 
we'd be in a defense that could at least slow him down and 
he’d change the call and make something happen.” 

Leftwich didn’t just throttle the likes of Akron and the rest 
of the Mid-American Conference. He passed for nearly 300 
yards against mighty Florida, and threw for 576 in a thrilling 64- 


he day before last year’s GMAC Bowl, Marshall's Byron 
Leftwich stood at the goal line at Ladd Peebles Stadium 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 
CLASS —COLLI 


Florida 
Marshall 

Miami 
Tennessee 
Mississippi 
Louisville 
Texas 
Washington State 
North Carolina State 
Florida State 
Michigan State 
Texas Tech 
Boston College 
lowa State 
Washington 
Georgia 

Penn State 
Kentucky 

USC 

Louisiana Tech 
UNLV 
Wisconsin 
Miami, Ohio 
Boise State 
Cincinnati 


RK NAME 


. Rex Grossman 
. Byron Leftwich 


. Ken Dorsey 

. Casey Clausen 
. Eli Manning 

. Dave Ragone 

. Chris Simms 

. Jason Gesser 

. Philip Rivers 

. Chris Rix 

. Jeff Smoker 

. Kliff Kingsbury 

. Brian St. Pierre 
. Seneca Wallace 
. Cody Pickett 

. David Greene 

. Zack Mills 

. Jared Lorenzen 
. Carson Palmer 
. Luke McCown 

. Jason Thomas 
. Brooks Bollinger 
. Ben Roethlisberger 


. Ryan Dinwiddie 
. Gino Guidugli 
Not rated due to injury: Jason White, Oklahoma 


61 double-overtime 
victory over East 
Carolina in the GMAC 
Bowl. 

Some speculated 
that Leftwich might 
turn pro after his impressive junior season. Many draft analysts 
rated him a high first-round choice along with David Carr and 
Joey Harrington. Some whisper that with a strong senior season 
he could be the first overall pick of the 2003 draft. 

“[ heard a lot of that stuff, but | never intended to turn pro 
last year,” Leftwich said. “It was an easy decision to come back. 
Ihave more | want to accomplish. Everybody tried to make it a 
tough decision for me, but it wasn’t.” 

Leftwich is the eighth consecutive Marshall quarterback to 
earn all-conference honors and figures to join Carl Foclor (St. 
Louis), Eric Kresser (Cincinnati) and Chad Pennington (New York 
Jets) as former Herd passers in the NFL. 

“| always said that Byron would break all of my records,” 
said Pennington, a first-round choice in 2000. 

“L told people he'd make them forget about me. He’s doing 
that. | never doubted that he'd be as good as he is.” 

Coach Bobby Pruett said Leftwich is the best quarterback 
he’s been around. That's high praise, considering Pruett 
coached Pennington and Kresser at Marshall, along with Heis- 
man Trophy winner Danny Wuerffel at Florida. 

Ah, yes, the Heisman Trophy. 

Pruett thinks Leftwich can win it. Marshall has sent two 
players to New York City as finalists — Pennington in 1999 and 
Randy Moss in 1997. 

“| don’t get into all of that,” Leftwich said. “I let other 
people worry about that. | just try to help this team win. All 
I can do is play the best that I can and try to be a leader. 

Few recruited Leftwich out of Washington, D.C.’s, H.D. 
Woodson High School. Oklahoma State and Pittsburgh showed 
interest. Delaware State showed more. Marshall recruited the 
strong-armed youngster harder than anyone. 

“We knew he'd have to register that arm at the state line,” 
MU assistant Mark Gale said. “He had a gun for an arm.” 

But could he handle the rigors of Marshall's intricate 
offense, a multiple-receiver attack that relies on the quarterback 
to adjust on the fly? If not, coaches speculated that Leftwich 
might make a solid tight end or defensive end. 

There was a time when fans would have liked to have seen 
Leftwich catching passes rather than throwing them. When 
Pennington was hurt in the 1998 MAC championship game 
against Toledo, Leftwich came in for one series and promptly 
threw an interception on a pass he admits was horribly thrown. 

“I've come a long way since then,” Leftwich said, flashing 
a Magic Johnson-like smile. “I've had to work hard.” 

The Herd has gone 19-7 with him at quarterback, winning 
two bowls and one conference title. 

“He's a winner,” said former MU offensive coordinator Ed 
Zaunbrecher, now offensive coordinator at Florida. “I don’t want 
to compare Byron and Rex Grossman, but it's an honor to get 
to coach both of them. | will say that.” 


Byron Leftwich 


—Tim Stephens 
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PLAYER RATINGS 
RUNNING BACKS 


Horns Hope Benson Doesn’t 
Dig the Long Ball Too Much 


“My high school baseball coaches always told me to be 

patient,” the Texas sophomore said. “It got to where 
I'd hit a home run every time | saw a curve ball. | hit, like, 10 
home runs.” 

This might throw one to Longhorn football fans, who'd 
like to see their standout running back stick to breaking, 
tackles, not tackling breaking balls. 

“If [had a choice today,” the heir apparent to the legacy 
of Longhorn Heisman Trophy winners Earl Campbell and 
Ricky Williams said before leaving for summer baseball in the 
Los Angeles Dodgers minor league system, “I don't know 
what I'd do.” 

Texas fans have been through this split infatuation before. 
They undoubtedly hope this one ends the same way as the 
last time they hadi a soft-spoken but unpredictable back who 
wore his head in braicls/dreads, was fond of baseball, listened 
to Bob Marley and set a school freshman rushing record. 

Williams never did more than flirt with baseball and went 
on to stay four years and set the NCAA major college career 
rushing record at 6,279 yards. 


Cw Benson actually likes to hit curve balls. 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 


COLLEGE 
1. Bruce Perry Jr Maryland 
2, Cedric Benson So Texas 
3. Onterrio Smith Jr Oregon 
4, Earnest Graham Sr Florida 
5. Clarence Farmer Jr Arizona 
6. Anthony Davis Jr Wisconsin 
7. Dahrran Diedrick Sr Nebraska 
8. Avon Cobourne Sr West Virginia 
9. Mewelde Moore Jr Tulane 
10. Carnell Williams So Auburn 
11. Dwone Hicks Sr Middle Tennessee 
12, Kevin Jones So Virginia Tech 
13. Chance Kretschmer So Nevada 
14. Chris Brown Jr Colorado 
45. Ahmaad Galloway Sr Alabama 
16. Andrew Pinnock Sr South Carolina 
17. Quentin Griffin Sr Oklahoma 
18. ShanDerrick Charles So SMU 
19. Dontae Walker Sr Mississippi State 
20. Musa Smith Jr Georgia 
21. Tarence Williams Sr Wake Forest 
22. Thomas Hammock Sr Northern Illinois 
23. Chris Douglas Jr Duke 
24. Kerry Carter Sr Stanford 
25. Greg Jones Jr Florida State 
Not ranked due to injury: Frank Gore, Miami; Sultan 
McCullough, Southern California; Derrick Nix, Southern 
Miss; Cecil Sapp, Colorado State; Lee Suggs, Virginia Tech; 
LaBrandon Toefield, LSU 
Rising Stars: Jabari Davis, Tennessee; Derek Farmer, 
Texas A&M; Willis McGahee, Miami; Steven Jackson, 
Oregon State; Marion Barber Ill, Minnesota 


PHOTO BY BRUCE SCHWARTZMAN 


Benson, like Cedric Benson 
Williams, is an out- 
fielder who signed a pro baseball contract out of high school 
with the understanding he'd play college football, He broke 
Williams’ freshman record of 996 yards (set in 1995) despite 
not starting the first four games. Benson ran for 1,053 yards 
before injuring nerves in his shoulder and neck while making 
a tackle after an interception in the Big 12 Championship 
Game against Colorado. 

The 6-0, 206-pounder from Midland sat out the Holiday 
Bowl win over Washington, leading to the type of wild 
speculation that thrives on the Internet and talk radio. While 
some Longhorn fans fretted — despite pointed denials by UT 
officials that there was nothing more serious than a stretched 
nerve — Benson was amused. 

“It's funny how words travel so far and change so fast," 
Benson said, shaking his head and smiling. “I heard that 
| would never play again, that my arm was paralyzed.” 

Benson's arm was fine in the spring, though UT coaches 
worked more on the nuances of the game that will allow him 
to stay in more often in passing situations. 

“He needs to put some personality at the end of a 
route,” UT running backs coach Bruce Chambers said. “And 
he can get better in pass protection. 

“Cedric’s a guy who wants to do well, do the right things. 
We met early; we met late. We met sometimes two, some- 
times three times a day. He’s physically gifted. What | told him 
he had to do, was to come in and do the study part of i 

Benson complicated his sophomore season when he was 
arrested on misdemeanor drug and alcohol possession 
charges on April 29. Texas coach Mack Brown said at the 
time any discipline handed out by the football program 
would be “handled within our family.” 

Benson will have to cleal with the off-field fallout; as for 
on-field matters, there's always something for running backs 
to improve on, especially in the white-hot spotlight that 
shines on them at Texas, The knock on Benson is that he 
doesn’t have breakaway speed. 

He said he’s been hand-timed in the 40-yard dash in the 
4.3 second range and added, “I keep the mentality that I'm 
the fastest guy out there and can’t be caught.” 

That approach, coupled with a straight-ahead style and 
a knack for avoiding solid hits, has drawn comparisons to 
Dallas Cowboy future Hall-of-Famer Emmitt Smith. 

“When Emmitt came out of Escambia (Fla.) High School, 
people said he was a great high school back but would never 
be a great college back,” said UT offensive coordinator Greg 
Davis. “When he came out of Florida, people said he was a 
great college back who wouldn't be a great pro back. And 
now he’s on the verge of the NFL rushing record.” 

For all his accomplishments, Smith couldn't hit the curve 
ball. Longhorn fans are hoping Benson won't, either. 


— Mark Wangrin 
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RECEIVERS 
Great 2001 Season? 


MSU’s Rogers Was Just Warming Up 


here's no hiding from Charles Rogers. 
His audacious confidence, his uncommon bravado. 
and his stunning postgame suits all make him unavoid- 
able. 
After all, who can miss a man head-to-toe in an off-white 
jacket-tie combination? 


Still, all of that could be ignored if not for his prodigious talent. 


Michigan State's junior wide receiver — No. 1 in your pro- 
gram — plays the game as if he’s the only one on the field. 

And often, that’s just how it looks. 

In.a program known for producing top-flight receivers — Kirk 
Gibson, Andre Rison, Derrick Mason, Muhsin Muhammad, 
Plaxico Burress and Gari Scott, to name a few — Rogers rendered 
them footnotes in the MSU record book in 2001. 

And that was in just his first go-round in college football. 
His 67 catches, 1,470 yards and 14 touchdowns all were school 
records, but weren't enough to describe his affect on games, 
particularly in the latter part of the season. 

“When you have a good quarterback like Jeff Smoker, then 


TOP WIDE RECEIVERS 
CLASS COLLEGE 


Michigan State 
Tennessee 
Virginia 
Washington 
Marshall 
Texas 

Miami 

Mlinois 

Florida 
Missouri 


RK NAME 


. Charles Rogers 

. Kelley Washington 

. Billy McMullen 

|. Reggie Williams 

. Darius Watts 

Roy Williams 

. Andre Johnson 

. Brandon Lloyd 

. Taylor Jacobs 

. Justin Gage 

. Fred Gibson Georgia 

. Keenan Howry Oregon 

. Michael Clayton LSU 

. Rashaun Woods Oklahoma State 

. Bernard Berrian Fresno State 

. Mike Bush. Washington State 

. Shaun McDonald Arizona State 

. Kevin Curtis Utah State 

. Teyo Johnson Stanford 

. Terrence Edwards Georgia 
Not rated due to injury: Lee Evans, Wisconsin; Robert 
Morgan, Florida State; Anquan Boldin, Florida State; Kevin 
Youngblood, Clemson 


COLLEGE 


Oklahoma 
Tennessee 
Texas 

Ole Miss 
Minnesota 
Rutgers 
Miami 
Louisville 
lowa 

BYU 


. Trent Smith 
Jason Witten 

. Bo Scaife 

. Doug Zeigler 

. Ben Utecht 

. LJ. Smith 

. Kellen Winslow 
. Ronnie Ghent 
. Dallas Clark 


._ Spencer Nead 


PLAYER RATINGS 


things like that come,” 
Rogers said of the 
records. “Jeff and | have 
become real close, both 
on and off the field. We 
kind of read each other's 
minds. The tandem we have will only get better next year.” 

Rogers’ modesty comes and goes. Though he's quick to 
credit his quarterback, he'll just as soon point out that opposing 
cornerbacks can’t match him step-for-step. 

Then again, when you are 6-4 and take just 4.32 seconds to 
run 40 yards, ultraconfidence is not a surprising or inappropriate 
commodity. 

“I don’t think it’s any surprise that Charles Rogers is a special 
player,” Michigan State offensive coordinator Morris Watts said. 
“(The expectation) is not higher than he thinks it can be.” 

With powerful tailback T,. Duckett off to the NFL a year 
early, Watts figures to be counting on Smoker-to-Rogers to 
become an even better connection this season. 

Duckett gained 2,800 yards the past two seasons and the 
Spartans must find a way to pick up some of that offense. 

Hmmm... can Rogers improve on his 1,470 yards of last 
season? 

He'll be surprised and disappointed if he doesn’t. Last year 
was his first competitive football since 1999, since he sat out 
2000 as a partial qualifier. After an impressive start to the 
season, he became virtually unstoppable in the last seven 
games, amassing 1,110 yards and 11 TDs, capped by a 
Heisman-esque bow! performance. 

In the 44-35 Silicon Valley Bow! victory over Fresno State, he 
caught 10 passes, including touchdown receptions of 72 and 69 
yards — plus another 43-yard gain. His afternoon's work of 270 
yards was the most productive bowl game ever by a Big Ten 
receiver. 

He's got the speed and size that every coach dreams of in 
a wide receiver, and Watts says Rogers’ work ethic makes it all 
mesh into a player with an unlimited future. 

Because of Rogers, there's one particular play that Smoker 
likes to call even though it might not exactly be detailed in the 
Michigan State playbook. It's the up-and-Chuck, so to speak ... 

Smoker takes the snap, loads his cannon arm and, as Rogers 
is streaking on a post route, throws the ball as far as he can. 

Since the play first connected for an 87-yard touchdown 
midway through the season at Wisconsin (“I threw it as far and 
as high as | could”), Smoker uses it frequently. 

Just being able to make the fingertip, off-to-the-races catches 
thrills Rogers because he remembers his freshman year, when 
they were reduced to practice film. 

Entering as a partial qualifier rankled Rogers. He knows he’s 
a solid student and felt his ineligibility hung an unfair tag on him. 

“Everyone will talk, but you really don’t have to prove 
anything to anyone else,” Rogers said. “You just have to prove it 
to yourself and let yourself know that you aren't stupid and you 
aren't garbage. It happens to the best, but you just have to learn 
from the situation and move on.” 

He's clearly moved on and he’s moving up. 


— Mark Snyder 
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PLAYER |RATINGS 


FSU’s ‘Old Man’ Ready 
for Run at Outland 


rett Williams figured he'd be running with the ball by now, 
diving into the end zone for dramatic touchdowns .., or 
maybe throwing sensational touchdown passes. 

Growing up, his football dreams didn't have a lot to do 
with butting heads with defensive linemen, then getting up 
and doing it again maybe a minute later. In his first life as 
a football player, as with most athletic linemen, the Florida 
State senior tackle was a star with the ball in his hands. 

“I started out as a quarterback and running back,” Williams. 
said, laughing, sounding a lot like a pitcher describing his 
hitting prowess. “! was taller than anyone else on my (youth 
league) team, so my strides were longer and | was faster than 
all the other kids.” 

A growth spurt changed all that. Virtually overnight, he 
awoke transformed into a hulk, Goodbye, Mr. Touchdown. 
Hello, Mr. Gruntwork. 

“Between my 12th and 13th birthdays, | grew seven 
inches,” he said. “I was 6-2 in seventh grade. | filled out, got 
real chunky. The coaches just sort of stuck me clown there 
playing offensive line. 


TOP CENTERS 
COLLEGE 
Miami 
Ole Miss 
Boston College 
Colorado 
Notre Dame 
Northwestern, 
Oklahoma 
LSU 
Wisconsin 
Missouri 


. Brett Romberg 
. Ben Claxton 

. Dan Koppen 
. Wayne Lucier 
. Jeff Faine 

. Austin King 

. Vince Carter 
. Ben Wilkerson 
. Al Johnson 

. A.J. Ricker 


COLLEGE 


Florida State 
Georgia 
Marshall 
Stanford 
Mlinois 
Wisconsin. 
East Carolina 
Georgia Tech 
Arkansas 
UCLA 


. Brett Williams 
. Jon Stinchcomb 
. Steve Sciullo 

. Kwame Hatris 
. Tony Pashos 

. Ben Johnson 

. Brian Rimpf 

. Nat Dorsey 

. Shawn Andrews 
. Mike Saffer 


COLLEGE 


Maryland 
Florida State 
Hawaii 
Washington St. 


. Todd Wike 

. Montrae Holland 
. Vincent Manuwai 
. Derrick Roche 


. Eric Steinbach lowa 

. Sherko Haji-Rasouli Miami 

. Jeff Roehl Northwestern 
. Rex Richards Texas Tech 

. Billy Yates Texas A&M 
Justin Smiley Alabama 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


“Iwas like, ‘Oh, 

I don’t like this too 
much. What's the 
point?’ The next year, 

I quit, I had to play with 
older guys because of 
my size and they were just killing me.” 

That phase dlicin't last long. Once his coordination caught up to 
his size ... let's just say Williams hasn't gotten killed in a long time. 

He's a top Outland Trophy candidate for 2002, with coach 
Bobby Bowden suggesting that the former prep All-American 
from Kissimmee (Fla.) Osceola High could finish the season as 
the Seminoles’ best offensive lineman ever. 

“He's played as good as anyone we've ever had,” Bowden 
said, “I think he could still step it up a little, though, | really do. 
I think he can be a totally dominating tackle. That's what | want 
him to do this year, He has that kind of talent, He can be as 
good as he wants to be.” 

And the 6-6, 317-pound Williams wants to be really good. 
A four-year starter on the O-Line is rare anywhere ... it's 
unheard of at Florida State. 

“It seems like only yesterday when | reported as a freshman, 
getting my head shaved (a team ritual for rookies), going through 
orientation,” Williams said. “Now, they call me the old man.” 

Last season got old very quickly. The Seminoles endured 
their worst record (8-4) in 15 years, ending an incredible run of 
Top 4 finishes, major bow! trips and consecutive years with 10 
or more victories. 

“It was awful,” Williams said. “But | think everyone feels 
more confident now. We've kinda got that sense that, hey, we're 
back, No more having all these excuses about being young, or 
inexperienced, We've got to put Florida State back up there.”” 

A key will be staying healthy — Williams and the team. 
Last year, Williams sustained a sprained knee on Nov. 10, 
which prevented him from playing the final two games against 
Florida and Georgia Tech. The injury also affected his play in 
Florida State's Gator Bowl victory against Virginia Tech. 

“My knee was still pretty bad and | was real out of shape, 
because I really hadn’t done anything on it,” Williams said. 

“I was just happy we won the game.” 

Even with his critique, Williams produced better than any 
Seminole lineman. For the season, he led his teammates in 
three major categories, including the best overall grade (91 
percent) on the line. He was credited with 48 “pancake blocks” 
(flattening a defensive lineman), led the team with 30 "key 
blocks” and received the Jacobs Blocking Trophy as the top 
offensive lineman in the Atlantic Coast Conference. 

Still, Bowden should know that he still has designs on 
diving into the end zone with a dramatic touchdown ... and if it 
happens, a penalty flag for excessive celebration is guaranteed. 

“L couldn't dunk the ball over the goal post, so I probably 
would just do some awful-looking dance in the end zone,” 
Williams said. “It would be something to get a penalty, but | 
wouldin’t care. It’s not like I'm going to score again.” 

He's content paving the way for his FSU pals who didn’t 
experience that growth spurt. 
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Brett Williams 


— Bill Vilona 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


OU’s ‘Jewel’ Leaves 
Foes Freaked Out 


t took all of five seconds — one snap of the football — for 
Oklahoma freshman Tommie Harris to live up to the hype. 
On the first play from scrimmage last season, the 
18-year-old defensive tackle caught North Carolina running back 
Willie Parker for a 2-yard loss at the 14:55 mark of the first 
quarter. 

Standing on the sideline, Sooners coach Bob Stoops shook 
his head and said to himself, “Well, here we go.’ | can’t say any 
of us were all that surprised.” 

Stoops isn’t one to blow smoke. If he says something or 
someone is a cut above, consider it a healthy slice. 

As defensive coordinator at Florida, Stoops coached defen- 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 
COLLEGE 


Miami 
Oklahoma 
Auburn 

Florida State 
Penn State 
Alabama 
Texas A&M 
Alabama 
Temple 
Oregon State 
Oklahoma 
Washington State 
UCLA 

Utah 

South Carolina 
USC 

Ohio State 
lowa 

Kansas State 
Clemson 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 

COLLEGE 
Georgia Tech 
Louisville 
Texas 

Miami 
Oklahoma 
Arizona State 
Alabama 
Cincinnati 
Nebraska 
Florida 

Texas Tech 
San Diego State 
Florida State 
Michigan 
Fresno State 
Boston College 


. William Joseph 
- Tommie Harris 

. DeMarco McNeil 
. Darnell Dockett 
. Jimmy Kennedy 
;. Jarret Johnson 

. Ty Warren 

. Kenny King 

. Dan Klecko. 

. Eric Manning 

. Kory Klein 

. Rien Long 

. Rodney Leisle 

. Garrett Smith 

. Langston Moore 
. Shaun Cody 

. Tim Anderson 

. Colin Cole 

. Tank Reese 

). Nick Eason 


. Greg Gathers 

. Dewayne White 

. Cory Redding 

. Jerome McDougle 

. Jimmy Wilkerson 

. Terrell Suggs 

. Kindal Moorehead 

. Antwan Peek 

. Chris Kelsay 

). Jan Scott 

. Aaron Hunt 

. Akbar Gbaja-Biamila 
. Alonzo Jackson 

. Dan Rumishek 

. Nick Burley 

. Antonio Garay 

. Elton Patterson Central Florida 
. Shantee Orr Michigan 

. Brandon Green Rice 

). Calvin Pace Wake Forest 


sive end Jevon Kearse, 
whom teammates 
affectionately nick- 
named “The Freak” 
because of his other- 
worldly skills. 

“I don’t know what our players call Tommi 
“but it wouldn’t be far off.” 

OU teammates began calling the 6-3, 278-pound Harris 
“The Freak” when he arrived as a heralded freshman last sum- 
mer, but his mother, Janie, nipped it in the bud. 

“Momma didn’t like that,” Harris said with a chuckle. “She 
called coach (defensive line coach Jackie) Shipp and said, ‘Don’t 
let them start calling my boy ‘Freak.”” 

She preferred his nickname from Ellison High in Killeen, 
Texas — “the Jewel.” 

Either one fits. Harris finished his freshman season with 
17 tackles for losses, 14 quarterback hurries and two sacks on 
a supreme defensive unit many proclaimed the Sooners’ best 
since the 1970s. 

In OU's storied history with seven national titles and 128 All- 
Americans, defensive tackle Lee Roy Selmon has long been 
considered the school’s greatest defensive player. 

If Harris decides to stick around four years, he might be 
mentioned in the same breath. 

After just one season, Stoops already has deemed Harris the 
Big 12's best defensive down lineman. Harris was named first- 
team All-Big 12 and the league's defensive Newcomer of the Year. 

Confident that Harris would hold his own on the field, 
Stoops often played mind games with his freshman. 

Two days before that opener against UNC, Stoops prodded 
Harris with, “You're not going to be afraid now, are you, Tom- 
mie?” 

“| didn’t know if he was just playing with me,” Harris said 
with a smile. “Coach has done a lot of things like that to me.” 

Although last year was his first in college, this rookie was no 
freshman. OU coaches cut Harris zero slack. 

“Coach Stoops never used the word ‘freshman’ with me,” 
Harris said, shaking his head. “Every time | tried to bring up that 
excuse, he’d shoot it down. ‘You're not a freshman. You're nota 
freshman.’ | told him, ‘Coach, I just got on campus. What do you 
mean I'm not a freshman?” 

Not only is Harris beyond his 19 years physically, his overall 
maturity and quick smile make him one of the most enthralling 
players on the squad, alongside tight end Trent Smith. 

“You get a lot of kids who are mature physically who don’t 
have the mental capacity Tommie has,” Stoops said. "He's just 
an incredibly driven young guy — not just in football, but 
academically, spiritually, every part of him is really exceptional.” 

Stoops acknowledges that he’s reluctant to heap such praise 
‘on such a young player. 

“So many times in recruiting — nine out of 10 times — it's 
impossible for people to live up to what's said about them in 
recruiting services and newspapers. Tommie was definitely 
everything and more than what he was built up to be. 

“He's a special guy. There's no getting around i 

— John Rohde 
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Tommie Harris 
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PLAYER RATINGS 
LINEBACKERS 


Vilma’s Task: 
A Rosy Game Every Week 


onathan Vilma picked a nice time to formally turn the corner 

from being a raw sophomore to one of college football's 

outstanding players. 
The biggest game on the biggest stage with the biggest 
rings and biggest trophy on the line. 

The game in question was the Rose Bowl, where Vilma 
roamed sidleline-to-sideline in a major role in the Hurricanes’ 
national title-winning rout of Nebraska. It wasn’t just a nice 
game — eight tackles, including two bone-crushing hits — it 
Was an example of how good Miami was in 2001, and how 
a player like Vilma could explode into the limelight. 

Now it's up to the junior to become consistently superb and 


TOP INSIDE LINEBACKERS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


. EJ. Henderson 

. Mario Haggan 

. Jonathan Vilma 

. Lance Briggs 

. Gerald Hayes 

. Eddie Strong 

. Clifton Smith 

. Lawrence Flugence 

. Tony Gilbert 

. Richard Seigler 

. Angelo Crowell 

. Rod Davis 

. Drew Wahlroos 
Jerry Schumacher 

. Terry Pierce 

. Chris Brown 
Matt Wilhelm 
Kevin Mitchell 
David Gardner Toledo 
Sean Tufts Colorado 


TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 
COLLEGE 


Maryland 
Mississippi State 
Miami 
Arizona 

Pitt 

Ole Miss 
Syracuse 
Texas Tech 
Georgia 
Oregon State 
Virginia 
Southern Miss 
Colorado 
Mlinois 

Kansas State 
Hawaii 

Ohio State 
Oregon 


1. Bradie James LSU 

2. Victor Hobson Michigan 

3. Dontarrious Thomas Auburn, 

4. Boss Bailey Georgia 

5. Recardo Wimbush Georgia Tech 
6. Kendyll Pope Florida State 
7. Jarrod Penright Texas A&M 
8. Derrick Johnson Texas 

9. Michael Boulware Florida State 


Sheldon Deckart Utah 

. Eddie Moore Tennessee 
LaMarcus McDonald Sr TCU 
D.J. Williams Jr Miami 
Brooks Daniels Jr Alabama 
Karlos Dansby Jr Auburn 
Rodney Thomas Sr Clemson 
Landon Johnson Jr Purdue 
Matt Robillard Sr Miami, Ohio: 
John Garrett Jr Baylor 
Joe Siofele Jr Arizona 


lead Miami and its 
young defense to this 
season’s game with 
comparable stakes: 

Jan. 3 at the Fiesta Bowl. 

E,]. Henderson of 
Maryland, Cory Redding of Texas and Tommie Harris of Okla- 
homa ... those are other great defensive players, but none has 
taken the responsibility of running a defense and winning a 
national title at such a young age. Vilma is 19. 

Now a junior, Vilma enters 2002 at 6-2, 228 pounds (having 
added about 10 pounds), and as a leader who is expected to 
pick up where he left off. 

“He's almost like (former Miami linebacker) Micheal Barrow 
was, but not as tall,” Miami defensive coordinator Randy Shan- 
non said, “It's the same type of athletic ability.” 

And... 

“He plays the game competitively like Dan Morgan did. 
He's about a half step slower than Dan.” 

Not as tall as Barrow, not as fast as Morgan ... but the 
combination he does have is also something special. 

“One thing about Vilma, if he screws up, he gets very self- 
conscious like he’s let someone down,” Shannon said. “He’s 
screwed up a couple of times and he’s like, ‘I can’t believe 
that.”” 

Vilma relishes the opportunity to play the game with the 
smarts that Morgan brought to the field. 

“Dan was a student of the game and works harder than 
anybody I know,” Vilma said. “We used to break clown film all 
the time and Dan wouldn't let us leave until he felt we had every 
down down. Imagine coming in and learning from the best.” 

Vilma could be that kind of player this year considering how 
he burst upon the scene in 2001. Vilma certainly has the smarts 
— the guy speaks three languages. 

He's got the chance to perform at a level previously attained 
at Miami by guys like Morgan, Barrow and Ray Lewis — but his 
Rose Bowl performance showed he can get there. 

“John has got some of what the linebackers that were here 
before that played in the NFL had,” Shannon said. “He's very, 
very smart as far as a football game. If you get him on one play, 
you won't get him on the next play.” 

He has learned well, and now it’s time for him to step into 
the position of giving young Hurricanes the same tutelage. 

What was an uncertain position for Miami had become a 
strength by the season's end. Vilma made 79 tackles and saved 
his best for big games. Against Florida State he returned a fumble 
36 yards for a touchdown. Against Nebraska he made a couple of 
teeth-rattling tackles that were highlight-tape hits. 

“| was hoping to put a move on him, make him flinch a little 
bit,” Huskers running back Dahrran Diedrick said. “He didn’t finch.” 

As defending national champion, Vilma and the Hurricanes 
can't flinch this season, either. Every game will be big, as they try 
to add to their 22-game winning streak and other teams try to 
knock them off. 

A big game every game? Nothing can bring out more in 
Vilma. 
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lonathan Vilma 


— Dennis Dodd 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Bible-Thumping ‘Assassin’ 


Leads OSU Secondary 


ichael Doss sat in his car and watched reporters troop 

into Ohio State's football facility in January, waiting for 

the announcement of whether he'd return to the 
Buckeyes for his senior season or leave for the NFL. 

As the minutes passed and the crowd increased, one 
person immensely curious about the choice Doss would make 
remained absent, His name was Mike Doss. 

The more he prayed, the more he read his Bible, the more 
certain Doss became of one thing. 

“I was absolutely sure that I didn’t know what | was going 
to do when | walked into the room," he said. 

Fortunately for the Buckeyes, Doss decided to trust the 


TOP CORNERBACKS 
CLASS COLLEG! 


Minois 

Oklahoma 

Texas A&M 
UCLA 

Oregon State 
North Carolina 
Arkansas 
Washington State 
Arizona 
Virginia Tech 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Colorado. 
Michigan State 
Kansas State 
Nebraska 
Mlinois 

LSU 
Oklahoma 
Florida State 


RK NAME 


. Eugene Wilson 
. Derrick Strait 

. Sammy Davis 

» Ricky Manning Jr. 

. Dennis Weathersby 
. Michael Waddell 

. Lawrence Richardson 
. Marcus Trufant 

. Michael Jolivette 

). Ronyell Whitaker 

. Jabari Greer 

. Nathan Vasher 

. Donald Strickland 

. Cedric Henry 

. Terence Newman 

. DeJuan Groce 

. Christian Morton 

. Damien James 

. Andre Woolfolk 

. Malcolm Tatum 


COLLEGE 


. Mike Doss Ohio State 


1 
2. ‘Troy Polamalu usc 
3. Ken Hamlin Arkansas 
4. Terrence Holt North Carolina State 
5. Bob Sanders lowa 
6, Anthony Floyd Louisville 
7. Todd Johnson Florida 
8, Stuart Schweigert Purdue 
9. Rashad Faison South Carolina 
10, Jeremy Muyres Georgia Tech 
11. Brandon Everage Oklahoma 
12. Cato June Michigan 
13. Willie Pile Virginia Tech 
14. Matt Ware UCLA 


Utah 
Tennessee 
Virginia 
Florida 
Oregon 
Texas A&M 


15. Antwoine Sanders 
16. Julian Battle 

47. Shernard Newby 

18. Guss Scott 

19. Keith Lewis Jr 
20. Terrence Kiel Sr 
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“i 
H 
i 
i 
6 
instincts that made him 5 
a two-time All-Big Ten g 
safety and a leading z 
candidate for the 2002 H 
alee ety Michael Doss 
“It was pretty 


intense ... sitting back and thinking about your whole life in general, 
what's good for you and what's the best thing?” Doss said, "I just 
felt like coming back was the best decision for me. The NFL is 
always going to be there. You only get to be in college one time.” 

“It was exciting for us to hear Mike say that he wanted to 
remain a part of our team,” OSU coach Jim Tressel said. “It 
ended up that he enjoyed being a part of Ohio State and being 
with the people around him too much to leave. 

“I think Mike has a passion to be the best he can be. He’s 
very willing to be a leader on and off the field, which is a heck 
of a bonus for us.” 

Doss led Ohio State in tackles each of the past two seasons 
and highlighted its biggest victory of 2001, when he had two 
interceptions in the 26-20 triumph at Michigan. 

“He makes plays,” Tressel said. “He has that contagious 
enthusiasm. He can get people going and make a play to 
make the difference.” 

Ohio State likely wouldn't have won for the first time in 
14 years at Ann Arbor without Doss’ two interceptions. His 35- 
yard return to the Michigan 4-yard line just four minutes after 
kickoff set the tone for the game. 

Then, after the Wolverines closed a 23-0 halftime deficit to 
23-13 midway through the fourth quarter, Doss closed quickly 
on a sideline route and picked a ball off in front of All-America 
wideout Marquise Walker, He returned it 36 yards to the 
Michigan 9, positioning OSU for the clinching field goal. 

Doss has exhibited game-breaking skills since he first 
stepped on the field as a true freshman. 

In his 1999 debut he gained his first collegiate interception 
despite lining up on the wrong side of the field in a goal-line 
defense. Most of the time, of course, Doss has been in the 
right place. 

For those he tackles, however, Doss’ arrival always occurs 
at the wrong time. His hit on Illinois quarterback Kurt Kittner 
late in an Ohio State victory in 2000 gave Kittner a concussion 
and kept him out for the remainder of the season. 

Doss’ hard-hitting skills remind some long-time Ohio State 
fans of another hard hitter who preceded him by 30 years. 

Those comparisons to two-time All-American Jack Tatum 
led Doss to read Tatum’s biography, “They Call Me Assassin,” 
which Doss admits he enjoyed immensely. That might seem 
a contradiction, since Doss is also known for leading Bible 
studies among his teammates. 

“It's never a conflict for me,” Doss said. “No one is out 
there to hurt anyone. I'm just out there playing the game. 

As far as the big hits, it’s not like I'm just roaming the field 
scanning, ‘Oh, man, who's going to be my next target?’ I'm 
just out there playing the game.” 

Playing it hard and well ... and to Tressel’s relief, for 
another year in Ohio Stadium. 


— Bruce Hooley 


ALL-PURPOSE 


Oregon’s Howry Has 


a Sense for the Spectacular 


eenan Howry is a typical Oregon Duck. 
An All-Pac-10 performer at two positions — wide 
receiver and punt returner — Howry will never wow 
anyone in street clothes. But put him in a football uniform and 
he becomes much more than his standard measurements of 
5-10 and 170 pounds. 

“He has a good feel for where people are around him,” 
Oregon special teams coach Robin Ross said. “It’s real impor- 
tant to know and see (where everyone is), and then he has the 
speed to take advantage of things. 

“Keenan is one of those players who will take a chance and 
it pays off, There's a lot more in the art of the return than 
catching the ball and returning it.” 

Howry took over returning punts from another talented 
returner, Michael Fletcher, who came on the heels of speedy 
Patrick Johnson. Both are playing professional football. While 
that’s heady company for Howry, he has become better than 
either of those two in many ways. 

“He has fearless catching ability and has exceeded them 


TOP KICKERS 
COLLEGE 


Georgia Tech 
Tulane 
Miami 
Auburn 
Notre Dame 
Tennessee 
Florida State 
Fresno State 
Wyoming 
Georgia 


. Luke Manget 

. Seth Marler 

. Todd Sievers 

. Damon Duval 

. Nick Setta 

. Alex Walls 

. Xavier Beitia 

. Asen Asparuhov 
. Jarvis Wallum 

. Billy Bennett 


COLLEGE 


Maryland 
Colorado State 
Miami 

Auburn 

Ohio State 
UCLA 

East Carolina 
Kentucky 
Colorado 
Marshall 


TOP ALL-PURPOSE 
COLLEGE 


Fresno State 
Oregon 

Texas 

LSU 

Arizona 
Stanford 
North Carolina 
Notre Dame 
Boise State 
Kentucky 


. Brooks Barnard 

, Joey Huber 

. Freddie Capshaw 
. Damon Duval 

. Andy Groom 

. Nake Fikse 

. Jared Preston 

. Glenn Pakulak 

. Mark Marsical 

. Curtis Head 


. Bernard Berrian 
. Keenan Howry 
. Nathan Vasher 
. Domanick Davis 
. Bobby Wade 

. Luke Powell 

'. Sam Aiken 

. Julius Jones 

. Brock Forsey 

. Derek Abney 


PLAYER RATINGS 


both in decision 
making,” coach Mike 
Bellotti said. “He has 
the ability to make 
people miss and he 
has the speed to finish 
the play when things go well.” 

Twice last season, things went especially well, with Howry 
returning punts for touchdowns. 

Howry’s 70-yard scoring return against Oregon State 
shifted the momentum in a win that allowed the Ducks to win 
the Pac-10 title outright. Earlier in the season, against Stanford, 
Howry had one of the great games in Pac-10 history. He 
caught nine passes and returned five punts, and on those 14 
plays he covered 338 yards and scored three touchdowns. 

His 186 punt return yards set a Pac-10 record, including a 
69-yarder for a score and another 81-yarder to set up a TD, to go 
along with touchdown receptions of 4 and 39 yards. 

“Being in the game, you always want to do something 
spectacular,” Howry said. “There are opportunities on offense 
to do something spectacular, but unlike some of the other guys 
around the country who are returners, | view every one as 
a chance for something spectacular.” 

Howry ranks sixth on Oregon's career punt return yardage 
list, a mere 52 yards behind Johnson with 22 fewer attempts. 
Ross says Howry would be higher if not for some returns 
wiped out by penalties when he was a sophomore. A senior 
year similar to last season would vault Howry to the top spot. 

“We shoot for about a 10-yard return every time. A first 
down, we call it,” Ross said. “If they kick a short one, in the 
middle of the field and with a low hang time, say about 2.7 
(seconds), and the team blocks, it works like any well-executed 
play.” 

This season, particularly with star quarterback Joey Harring- 
ton now in the NFL, the Ducks will have to get the ball into the 
hands of Howry more than ever. He has already caught 130 
passes for 1,881 yards and 18 touchdowns. 

Howry underwent left shoulder surgery after the Ducks 
beat Colorado in the Fiesta Bowl, securing the school’s highest 
season-ending ranking ever: No. 2, behind Miami 

“I don’t think it's set me back far,” Howry said. “I've been 
lifting everything I can that doesn't involve the upper body.” 

Howry’s absence in spring drills was not a bother for his 
coaches. They know what he can do and how hard he works, 

“Keenan is a practice player,” Bellotti said. “I think he 
enjoys practice more than anything other than playing 
a game.” 

Fall drills will provide enough time for Howry to get into 
the rhythm of fielding punts again — while some of the 
younger Ducks have a chance to learn the skills necessary to 
follow in his cleats. 

“The coaches here know what they want and how they 
want it,” Howry said. “They know the drills to avoid dropped 
balls. The drills we do are so tedious that when you get into 
the games it makes it hard to drop balls.” 

Now they just need to develop a drill to make it hard not 
to score a touchdown. 
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Keenan Howry 


— Aaron Yost 
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TOP 10 BACKFIELDS 


4. Florida The Gators have Lindy’s top-rated quarterback (Rex Gross- 
man) and fourth-rated running back (Earnest Graham), which adds up to the 
nation’s No. 1 backfield. 

Graham will carry more of the freight than in the days when the guy with the 
visor was calling the plays, although the offense of head coach Ron Zook and 
offensive coordinator Ed Zaunbrecher (who came from pass-first Marshall) is 
designed to give Grossman the opportunity to throw for nearly 4,000 yards again. 
(At least that’s what they told him to get him to come back to school for another 
year). As for the tenuous depth behind them ... well, we're looking the ather way. 


2. Miami The Hurricanes’ running back depth is such that they lose 
Najeh Davenport to graduation, junior Clinton Portis to the NFL and rising 
sophomore Frank Gore to a spring knee injury ... and still trot out a couple of 
potential studs. New No. 1 Willis McGahee was impressive as a reserve last 
season and Jarrett Payton appears closer than ever to filling his potential. All that, 
and Ken Dorsey hardly ever makes a bad throw. 


3. Texas 08 Chris Simms and RB Cedric Benson ... no backfield in the 
nation was put together with more fanfare — Simms the former national high 
school player of the year and Benson the biggest thing in Texas prep football since 
some kid named Earl Campbell. Simms and Benson (despite a misdemeanor 
arrest in April) can be linked forever in UT history with a Big 12 (national?) tite. 


4. Colorado The Buffs “Big Three” of last season — Cortlen Johnson, 
Chris Brown and Bobby Purify — combined for 2,429 yards and 25 rushing 
touchdowns. The trio could be even bigger this season, as Johnson departs and 
now-healthy phenom Marcus Houston rejoins the mix. QB Craig Ochs, also 
returning from injury troubles, could develop into one of the Big 12's best. Now, if 
only the offensive line repairs significant holes ... 


5. Wisconsin There's an element of “what have you done for me 
ately,” but QB Brooks Bollinger is an underappreciated QB with a 22-7 career 
record, including a win in two-thirds of his starts against ranked teams (6-for-9). 
Coming off a 5-7 season and entering his senior year, he’s more focused than ever 
to make things happen with his arm and legs. If not, 1,400-yard back Anthony 
Davis and quality 1,000-yard backup passer Jim Sorgi can. 


6. Marshall One-man wrecking crew Byron Leftwich is a backfield unto 
himself, with 4,132 passing yards, 41 total TDs and running skills to motor 
downfield. When Marshall does decide to hand off — late in the game, sitting on a 
big lead, perhaps? — it goes to second-team All-MAC RB Franklin Wallace, who 
will have more company if Chanston Rodgers makes it back from knee injuries. 


7. Tennessee 08 Casey Clausen still has room to climb on the 
learning curve after a two-year career that has netted 4,442 yards, 37 TDs anda 
possible first-round grade from the NFL. RB would seem to be an issue after the 
Vols finally exhausted the terrific 1997 recruiting class of Jamal Lewis, Travis 
Henry and Travis Stephens, but young guys Jabari Davis and Cedric Houston will 
be fine. 


8. Florida State Chris Rix’s development is right on track after a 
freshman season of 2,734 passing yards, 24 TDs and 389 more yards rushing. 
Greg Jones is a 243-pound tank at tailback. If incoming freshman RB Lorenzo 
Booker can't live up to the hype, he'll never live down his awkward ESPN 
‘appearance to announce his college choice on Signing Day. 


9. Southern C: nia True, the Trojans have been under- 
achievers, but the talent of QB Carson Palmer and RBs Sultan McCullough and 
Michigan-transfer Justin Fargas is more than a litle formidable. If they stay 
healthy and on track, these guys all have first-round potential —_and Palmer made 


big strides in 2001 after running in place for three years, 


410. Washington With a background in rodeo, Cody Pickett should 
be tough as nails. Make that /s tough as nails; he threw for 2,403 yards, earning 
the respect of his teammates by playing the majority of the season with a 
separated throwing shoulder. Running backs Rich Alexis and Braxton Cleman are 
more than capable, and have had their moments, while converted linebacker Zach 
Tuiasosopo gives the Huskies the athletic fullback they need 


ream aE 


Florida senior running back Earnest Graham might 
get more opportunities to carry the ball in the Gators’ 
post-Steve Spurrier offense. 
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TOP 10 RECEIVERS 


4. Texas Three players could earn All-Big 12 honors, with Roy Williams 
in line for bigger prizes, such as All-America teams and an early appearance in 
the first round of the NFL Draft. 

He and B.J. Johnson are in the process of rewriting all the Texas receiving 
records, having made a splashy entrance as freshmen two seasons ago. Look for 
Williams, who had offseason ankle surgery to remove bone spurs, to be even 
‘more explosive this season. 

Basically, everyone significant returns, including potential All-American tight 
end Bo Scaife (with healthier knees) and third receiver Sloan Thomas, who 
completes the Longhorns’ outstanding set of four top junior pass-catchers. 


2. Marshall Byron Leftwich is completing all those passes for all those 
yards to somebody ... which is why Marshall's third-best returning receiver has 
these gaudy numbers — 56 catches, 800 yards, nine touchdowns. Even with all 
that, Denero Marriott is often just a passenger on the Herd Express, watching All- 
America candidate Darius Watts (91-1,417, 18 TDs) and Josh Davis (79-961, 5 
TDs) choo-choo into the end zone. 


. Flori Former first-stringers Anquan Boldin and Robert 
Morgan return after missing all of last season with injuries, joining Talman 
Gardner (11 touchdowns in 33 catches), Craphonso Thorpe and PK. Sam, Of 
Course, the ‘Noles always bring in one or two high school recruits tagged the 
“next Peter Warrick” — possibly Chris Davis or Dishon Platt. 


4. Oklahoma Ok, so Mark Clayton is the No, 1 receiver. No, make 
that Antwone Savage, Curtis Fagan? Actually, all three are very nice, equally 
capable of making a big catch. But the team's top target will be Lindy's preseason 
All-American tight end Trent Smith, whose 61 catches and six touchdowns led 
the team last season. 


Senior Terrence Edwards is in the strange position of being 
on the verge of putting his name on top of every Georgia career receiving record 
«and he's not even the best guy on his team. Based on a fabulous freshman 
‘season in which he averaged 23.4 yards a catch and caught four TD passes of 


more than 50 yards, that honor goes to 6-4 Fred Gibson. 


&. Miami Andre Johnson is one of Miami's most physical receivers ever, 
and made everyone take notice with seven catches, 199 yards and two touch- 
downs in the national championship Rose Bowl against Nebraska. Part-time 
Starter Kevin Beard must also be watched ... and word is that new starting tight 
end Kellen Winslow plays like his Hall of Fame father, so Miami won't feel the 
loss of first-rounder Jeremy Shockey. 


7. Wlinois The Illini present the most difficult double-team challenge in 
the Big Ten with Brandon Lioyd (65 catches, 1,062 yards, 10 TDs) on one side 
and Walter Young (50-890, 8 TDs) on the other. At 6-2, 180, Lloyd is not 
‘small, he just seems that way next to Young, who is a plus-size NFL prospect 
at 6-5, 220. 


8. Washington Sophomore Reggie Williams is the definition of the 
modern go-to receiver ... you know, tall (6-4) and physical (220 pounds) with 
great leaping ability, long strides, crazy legs in traffic, soft hands, big ego. The 
works. He set Pac-10 freshman records with 55 catches and 973 yards. 
Converted tailback Paul Arnold provides a fine, fast second option for OB Cody 
Pickett. 


‘9. LSU The Tigers’ depth and potential is such that the loss of the nation's 
most productive receiver, Josh Reed, isn't a paralyzing body blow. LSU’s new QB 
will lock in on 6-4 Michael Clayton, whose 47 catches for six touchdowns and a 
16-yard average as a freshman give him a good start toward breaking some of 
Reed's records. Steady senior Jerel Myers is still around, too, and Reggie 
Robinson's return from a neck injury is a depth-builder. 


4 in! New coach Buddy Teevens has the receivers to plug 
into the Fun ‘N’ Gun offense he brings from his last job as a Florida assistant, 
Start with 6-7 pogo stick Teyo Johnson and then drop down a foot to 5-8 Troy 
Walters-like Luke Powell, Together, they caught 78 passes with 14 TDs, Ryan. 
Wells and TE Brett Pierce offer help, as everyone's numbers should increase in 
the new offense, 


FOP 10 OFFENS 


1. Wisconsin There's a reason Wisconsin keeps churning out 1,000- 
yard rushers, nine seasons in a row now. OK, Ron Dayne got some of his NCAA- 
record yards on his own, but it’s also because the Badgers’ offensive line never 
takes a year off, with 10 different players earning 13 first-team all-league honors 
in that span, 

The latest, greatest Wisconsin blocker is senior left tackle Ben Johnson, the 
headliner of a group that returns intact from last season, when it opened the way 
for Anthony Davis to scoot for 1,466 yards, the sixth-best mark ever for a 
freshman. Johnson's cousin, Al, is an awards candidate at center. 


2. Florida State Bobby Bowden with five returning starters on the 
offensive line? Yup, look out. Pass blocking never has been the problem for the 
Seminoles, who allowed only 13 sacks last season and are led by two All- 
America candidates — tackle Brett Williams and guard Montrae Holland. Last 
year, this line was not effective in drive-blocking good D-Lines, so spring 
workouts were all about an increased emphasis on being aggressive to balance 
things up a bit. 


3. Alabama foras good as they are now, the Tide's line will put up an 
even tougher wall in the future, as three sophomore starters continue to mature. 
Guard Justin Smiley earned first-team freshman All-American honors last season. 
and tackle Wesley Britt picked up a few freshman atta-boys as well. Senior center 
Alonzo Ephraim helps keep the youngsters in line. 


4. Miami Ken Dorsey's uniform might get dirtier than last season ... but 
Tot much because the Hurricanes are stil beefy and nasty after losing Bryant 
MckKinnie, Joaquin Gonzalez and Martin Bibla. Mammoth tackles Carlos Joseph 
and Vernon Garey step into starting roles. Center Brett Romberg is the crew 
chief, and no one wants to tangle with guard Sherko Haji-Rasouli, both of whom 
are Canadians. Not bad, eh? 


5. Tennessee The best news is the return from injury of two former 
starters — tackle Michael Munoz and guard Shawn Respert, which would help 


VE LINES 


offset the graduation losses of Reggie Coleman and Fred Weary. With two other 
full-time starters returning (tackle Will Ofenheusle and center Scott Wells), plus a 
‘smattering of experience elsewhere, the only issue on the Vols’ offense is finding 
a second receiver, 


6. Washington State None of the starters are well-known 
outside the Palouse, but the Cougs are unusually deep with quality linemen, 
including one — senior guard Derrick Roche — who could make a push for All- 
America honors. A name to file away for the not-so-distant future: 6-8 sopho- 
more tackle Calvin Armstrong. 


7. Maryland The Terps rolled to 4,837 yards and 35.5 points per 
‘game last season behind an offensive line that returns four starters, Center 
Melvin Fowler is a significant loss, leaving All-ACC guard Todd Wike, a senior, to 
pick up the leadership slack. 


8. Georgia four starters— who have combined for 86 starts — 
return from a group that yielded a mere 15 sacks last year. Left tackle Jon 
Stinchcomb will be the one getting the All-America attention, with guard Kevin 
Breedlove also making a run at first-team all-league honors in the toughest 
league to do so. 


9. Marshall Give us the Marshall starting five, we'l give you the rest 
of the MAC linemen ... and we'll still have the better players. Yeah, well, the MAC 
isn’t the standard of greatness, but how about this: Left tackle Steve Sciullo has 
neutralized North Carolina defensive end Julius Peppers and Florida's Alex Brown 
the past couple of seasons. 


10. Oklahoma _ Every team in the Big 12 is in the middle of 
significant patchwork, with our predicted national champ Sooners getting the 
nod as the best of the bunch. Oklahoma returns honors candidates in guard Mike 
Skinner, tackle Wes Sims and center Vince Carter, whose admirable play as a 
‘true freshman portends of big things soon. 


) Begin the debate: This could be the best Oklahoma 
defense since the Selmon brothers (Lee Roy, Lucious and Dewey) patrolled the 
line of the scrimmage in the 1970s. Discuss this on the Internet and talk radio for 
the next several months, and the Sooners and their fabulous line will make closing 
arguments in the national championship Fiesta Bowl. 

Here's how we see it coming down: Late in the game, OU sitting on a lead, 
sophomore tackle Tommie Harris flushing Miami's Ken Dorsey out of the pocket, 
Jimmy Wilkerson zipping around end and — blammo! —a Dorsey sandwich, 

Basically, OU has it all — All-America talent in Harris and Wilkerson, all- 
league potential in DT Kory Klein, crazy depth (including touted Tennessee 


With Oklahoma’s Jimmy Wilkerson (above) rushing 


from the outside and Tom: Harris charging from 
the inside, quarterbacks will have no place to hide. 


DEFENSIVE LINES 


transfer Lynn McGruder) and up-and-comers such as sophomore end Jonathan 
Jackson, who was fabulous in the spring 


ami Yeah, yeah... we hear ya, ‘Canes fans, Miami has a very strong 
case for the nation’s best defensive line, and we're not unsympathetic to your 
pleas. There are four starters back — including future NFL first-rounders in DT 
William Joseph and DE Jerome McDougle — who combined for 51 tackles for 
Joss and 24 sacks last season. Sophomore Vince Wilfork is slated for greatness 
— if he can get playing time. Basically, there’s not much to differentiate between 
two great lines like Oklahoma and Miami ... but the Sooners win the tiebreaker as 
‘our projected national champs. 


. Texas Three starters return from a line that helped the Longhorns lead 
the nation in total defense (236.2 yards per game) and finish sixth in rushing 
defense (89.5), Senior end Cory Redding is the get-after-the-QB cover boy, while 
apposite end Kalen Thornton quietly is worthy of double teams, too. 


Kenny King, Kindal Moorehead and Jarret Johnson have 
the stats to prove they have been around for... like, ever. These guys, finaly 
seniors, have combined for an amazing 111.5 tackles for loss, including 42.5 
sacks, and are the main reason the Tide still has @ nasty bite while barking to get 
out of the NCAA doghouse 


: JAN Nobody in the Big Ten has better defensive line starters or 
depth ... and, therefore, won't have a better team, It's a pick-your-poison situation 
with ends Dan Rumishek (seven sacks last season) and Shantee Orr (six). The 
tackles aren't as high profile, but since Michigan allowed only 89.1 rushing 
yards last season, these guys are good at applying the spackle to those holes 
inside. 


The Cornhuskers led the Big 12 in sacks last season with 
39, and are in fine shape with three returning starters, including talented rush end 
Chris Kelsay, This is the best part of a Blackshirts unit that got its face rubbed in 
the dirt at the end of last season by Colorado and Miami, and will be looking to 
bounce back to its more familiar role of playground bully. 


J State The ends are nasty and way too fast. D.D. 
Acholonv and Tsaao Brown each had 9.5 sacks last season as backups, so you 
know they have nothing on their minds but vroooming to the quarterback. Awards 
candidate Rien Long and Tai Tupai are returning starters at the tackle positions — 
big fellas who happily do the dirty work. 


A switch from a 4-4 front to a more conventional 4-3 is 
stipposed to put everybody in position to be more active, which is to say, more 
productive. Fifteen sacks wasn't a lot last season, but junior tackle DeMarco 
McNeil is a heck of a centerpiece and end Reggie Torbor just needs another halt- 
step to turn last year’s 15 quarterback hurries into several sacks in 2002, 


9. Ohio State This sets up nicely as a year that tackle Tim Anderson 
becomes a national name, assuming he makes as big of a jump from his. 
sophomore to junior seasons as he did from his freshman to sophomore years. 
Two other starting linemen are back for a defense that held eight opponents to 20 
points or less last season. 


x Lots of sacks lost with the early departure of end 
Michael Josiah (11), but the team won't miss his attitude and gets even more 
production from Dewayne White, who made 15 sacks despite playing part of last 
season with a broken hand. With 10 starters back, the Cardinals defense will be 
tough against the run, the pass ... ust plain tough, 


Miami Jonathan viima’s Richter-scale hits during the Rose Bow! 
made him a star and fed the hype that he is the next great Miami linebacker. 
‘We're buying it, Taking over last season for one of those great ones — Dan 
Morgan — Vilma had a team-best 79 tackles from his middle ‘backer spot and 
took control of a national championship defense. 

He's flanked on one side by a former national high school defensive player 
of the year, junior D.J. Williams, whose talent is being put to much better use 
now than it was in the offensive backfield until last season. 


Georgia _ Georgia has the best linebackers in the best league for 
linebackers, starting with Tony Gilbert, one of the nation’s most underappreciated 
players. The middle linebacker has led the team in tackles in each of the past two 
seasons, although Boss Bailey gets to the ball carrier plenty fast, too. On the 
other side, Chris Clemons has starting experience and is ready to make the jump 
to full-time hound. 


Jones in 1991. Strongside linebacker Michael Boulware has the game (and the 
bloodlines, being the brother of ex-Seminole star Peter Boulware), to be all-AGC 
this season. Both are juniors. 


6. Tennessee With four new starters on the defensive line, these 
guys have to be good — and they are. The Vols had 23 sacks from their 
linebackers a year ago; figure on them getting close to that as blitzes help cover 
for the inexperience up front. Eddie Moore is the name to know for now. Kevin 
Burnett is the name to file away. 


7. Tex: Defense, as usual, will keep A&M from losing touch 
with the leaders of the Big 12 South. There are star players at every level of the 
Wrecking Crew; at linebacker, it's Jarrod Penright (10.5 sacks) on the outside 
and savvy veteran Brian Gamble (241 career tackles) on the inside. 


8. Alabama Wight have been at the top of the list if Saleem Rasheed 


3. Colorado The Butis have three candidates for all-league honors, 
with any of the trio possibly moving up to bigger prizes. Drew Walhroos switches 
inside, where he is expected to be a free-flowing tackle-making machine. Sean 
Tufts is a tough run-stopper, Athletic Joey Johnson handles it all on the outside 
— pass rushing to man coverage. 


4. Michigan Personnel losses are significant — bye-bye Larry Foote 
and Eric Brackins — but veteran Victor Hobson will carry on with new starting 
pals Carl Diggs and Zach Kaufman. Diggs will flourish in his full-time starting role 
while Hobson makes a pitch for the Butkus Award, building off his 80-tackle 
performance of last season. 


5. Florida State Weakside linebacker Kendyll Pope was involved in 
113 tackles last season, the most for a Florida State sophomore since Marvin 


had stuck around for his senior season, but ‘Bama isn’t crying about the 
leftovers. Brooks Daniels made 102 tackles as a sophomore last season, junior 
Cornelius Wortham is coming into his own and expectations are off the charts 
for redshirt freshman middle ‘backer Freddie Roach. 


9. Auburn Justas rival Alabama has a freshman star-in-waiting, so 
does Auburn in freshman Lemarcus Rowell, who would have played last season 
if not for a snafu with the NCAA Clearinghouse. He'll have to fight for playing 
time in a group that includes Dontarrious Thomas and Katlos Dansby, who has 
just scratched the surface of his potential. 


0. Texas Tech Ultra-productive senior Lawrence Flugence (that’s 
301 tackles in the past two seasons) can vault onto the national stage with a big 
game in the opener at Ohio State against those young Buckeye backs. Helping 
the Red Raiders’ cause is solid sophomore Mike Smith on the outside. 


41. Oklahoma _ The loss of star safety Roy Williams just rolls off 
Oklahoma's back, because the Sooners are deep and talented, with three players 
who should contend for major honors. 

There's no safe spot to throw the ball, not with comerbacks Derrick Strait 
and Andre Woolfolk, who is expected to concentrate almost exclusively on 
defense after dabbling at receiver last season. At 6-1, he’s got the height (and 
athleticism) that the NFL loves. In the unlikely event either corner gets burned, 
free safety Brandon Everage is around to clean up the mess. 


2. Michigan So many mix-and-match possibilities for the Wolverines, 
whose talent surplus is such that redshirt freshman safety (and former ‘wow" 
recruit) Ernest Shazor might have to go to WR to get playing time. From 
sophomore corners Marlin Jackson and Markus Curry, to senior safeties Cato 
dune, Julius Curry and Charles Drake, Michigan can bring the house up front 
while never having to worry about its backside. 


experience, but will be capably manned. 


6. Oregon State The Beavers should be turning around a 
disturbing stat from last season —a sickly nine interceptions. Oregon State can 
double that — should double that — with senior cornerback Dennis Weathersby 
shutting down half the field, Terrell Roberts returning on the other side, 
sophomore Mitch Meeuwsen in centerfield and 2000 starting safety Calvin 
Carlyle returning from injury. 


7. UCLA ‘Senior cornerback Ricky Manning already has been a two- 
time all-Pac-10 selection, and Matt Ware is likely to get started on his 
collection this season. As a true freshman last year, Ware played corner with 
an astonishing sense of California coolness, but likely will take his talents to 
safety this season ... and maybe to receiver and option QB, and wherever else 
Bob Toledo needs help. 


3. Arkansas_ With a couple of big-time recruiting "hits," Arkansas has 
put together the SEC's finest corner combination in junior Lawrence Richardson 

and sophomore Ahmad “Batman” Carroll. Free safety Ken Hamlin (118 tackles) is 
only a junior, so look for this group at the top of this list next season ... provided 
nobody gets happy feet for the NFL. 


8. Tennessee The Vols will have to be every inch as good as 
advertised, because with an entirely new defensive front, the secondary might 
have to cover ... and cover ... and cover until the pass rush finally arrives at the 
quarterback. All-SEC candidate Jabari Greer loses cornerback running mate 
Andre Lott, but gains former starter Willie Miles, coming back from injury. 


4. Winmois Cornerback Eugene Wilson broke up more passes than 
anyone last season (30), and can't be ignored by quarterbacks because Christian 
Morton is on the other side. A converted quarterback, Morton learned quickly last 
Season, earning second-team all-Big Ten honors. Marc Jackson, a solid 
contributor in 1999 and 2000, returns at safety after missing last season because 
of a shoulder injury. 


5. Texas Just as Quentin Jammer moved from safety to become a star 
cornerback, so too is Nathan Vasher, a junior. Vasher will take root opposite 
steady senior Rod Babers after biding his time last season at strong safety (that 
was time well spent; he had seven interceptions). The safety positions won't have 


9. Texas A&M The Aggies allowed the other guys to score a 
touchdown through the air only seven times last season and should be equally 


chintzy in 2002, This has the look of some of the better A&M secondaries of the 
past decade, with Sammy Davis locking down a corner and Terrence Kiel 
bringing heat from a safety spot. 


10. Virginia Tech One of the nation’s best against the pass last 


season (with 19 interceptions and an 85.62 efficiency rating, third-best in the 
nation), the Hokies build around two stars — cornerback Ronyell Whitaker and 
free safety Willie Pile. Tech held Miami's Ken Dorsey to a season-low 47.7 
percent (21 of 44) last season. 


THE NATION 


By ANTHONY GIMINO 


Tour de Lindy 
Hits the Hot Spots 


We've got one thing to say about this college football 
season: Would you like fries with that? 

OK, we've got a lot of things to say about the season, 
but it all leaves us with the same feeling we get when we're 
standing in line for a double cheeseburger: “We'd like the full 
meal deal ... ancl we'd like it supersized.” 

So it is with College Football 2002. 

The season Is bigger. The quarterbacks are bigger. The 
receivers are the biggest ever. 

There's big money for schools — nearly $200 million this 
year in payouts for a record 28 bowls. 

There's big money for coaches — nearly every new deal 
starts with seven figures. 


R mr uM 
vichoiy \”. 


Heck, there's even big coaches. Ralph “Fridge” Friedgen 
did so well in his first season at Maryland that heavyweight 
Mark Mangino gets a shot to do the same at Kansas. 

We're telling you, this is going to be big. 

For the first time, the season has been expanded to 12 
regular-season games, extending more action into late 
November and packing late August with fascinating non- 
conference games. The SEC, notably, took the opportunity to 
add meat to its menu. 

Miami is at Florida in their first regular-season meeting 
since 1987. Alabama goes to Oklahoma. LSU travels to 
Virginia Tech. Mississippi State plays at Oregon's Autzen 
Stacium madhouse. Georgia tangles at Clemson. Auburn visits 
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Southern Cal. And all this before mid-September. 

Quarterbacks are once again expected to dominate the 
Heisman balloting, but a little guy like Eric Crouch won't be 
the one taking away the statue. Remember, think big. 

Big as in 6-4, 245-pound Byron Leftwich of Marshall. Big 
as in 6-5, 250-pound Dave Ragone of Louisville. Or 6-4 Ken 
Dorsey of Miami. Or 
6-4 Chris Rix of Florida 
State. Or 6-4 Casey 
Clausen of Tennessee. 
At 6-1, Florida’s Rex 
Grossman isn’t huge, 
but his arm is plenty 
big. 

And the receivers? 
Call it the Attack of the 
Randy Moss Clones. 
Half of Lindy’s Top 20 
receivers are 6-4 or 
taller. 

Yep, big stuff, and 
Lindy’s predicts it will 
be two giant programs 
— Oklahoma with 
seven national titles 
and Miami with five — 
playing for another big 
ring in the Fiesta Bowl 
on Jan. 3. 

But, until then, 
we have a whole 
supersized season 
ahead of us. 

So hop on the 
Lindy’s bandwagon as we take you across the country on our 
dream road trip of the 2002 season, hitting as many big 
games and big stadiums (within reasonable driving distance) 
in this big ol’ country as we can. We leave from the home 
base in Birmingham, quickly stopping for Dreamland ribs and 
the Bear Bryant Museum in Tuscaloosa, and away we go ... 


Ken Dorsey leads the Hurricanes 
in their quest for back-to-back 
national titles. 


‘Aug. 31 Wecnngion at Michigan: A trip to the Big House to 
see if Michigan's great defense can stop Washington's great 
offense. (Note to self: Order Rose Bowl tickets to see the 
rematch.) 


eRe | 


oS ae! 
Sept. 412 (Thu) Marshall a Virginia ee This is Suen we 
find out if we have to worry about Byron Leftwich and the Thun- 
dering Herd crashing the BCS party. (Note to self: Avoid parking 
next fo Lee Corso’s car) 


Se "20 (Fi .). Central Florida at Marshall: Hey, it’s on the 
way to our next game and, besides, we wouldn't turn down a 
second isiany of Leftwich (and it’s the MAC's newest rivalry). 


Sept. 26 (Thu) Florida State at Louisville: Upset alert! We'll 
see if Cardinals QB Dave Ragone is worthy of the hype. If Florida 
State's pass rush is as lame as last year, he will pick the ’Noles 
apart something sill 


Sept. 28. Michi 
{eco arereRe 


especially against two playmaking WRs like Brandon Lloyd and 
Walter Young. 


Oct. 5 
J ae 


oe 12 Oklahoma vs. Texas in Dallas: If we're not sick on 
corndogs and funnel cakes from the Texas State Fair, we'll sit on 
Oklahoma's side of the stadium ... because we want to be on the 
winning side. 


Oct. 26 Washington State at Arizona: Most Wazzu fans 
agree: The best place to see the high-flying Cougs is anywhere 
but Pullman; sunny Tucson will do just fine. (Note to self: Can 
almost taste the burger from local hangout Bob Dobbs. Or is that 
the Bob Burger we ate two > yeas ag07) 


Nov. 9 Miami at Tennessee: The Vols measure themselves 
against the team they would have played for the national title last 
year if not for the stubbed toe against LSU. Vols figure to use 

a balanced attack, hitting ‘Canes by land and by sea, with the 
Volunteer Navy docking next to Neyland Sesin, 


Nov. 16 Alabama at LSU: Loo! ae 


‘NEE tos Hosen pe 


ion, ph 


Nov. 23 Michigan at Ohio State: Season's not aE 
without seeing someone dot the “i” on Script Ohio. For Buckeyes’ 
fans, who see that several times a year, it's all about beating 
Rare back to-back for the first time in 20 years 


Nov. 30 Florida at Florida State: The Battle of Twisted Knee I. 
(Note to self: Keep binoculars on FSU DT Darnell Docket; look for 


Jan. 3, 2003, 8 p.m. ET 
No. 1 vs. No. 2 
Lindy’s pick: Oklahoma vs. Miami 
Other prime candidates: Texas, Tennessee, Florida State 
Rose Bowl 

Jan. 1, 2003, 5 p.m. ET 


Lindy’s pick: Washington vs. Michigan 
Other prime candidates: Washington State, Oregon, 
Ohio State, Michigan State 


Sugar Bowl 2 
Jan. 1, 2003, 8:30 p.m. ET 
SEC champ vs. BCS at-large 
Lindy’s pick: Tennessee vs. Texas 
Other prime candidates: Georgia, Florida, LSU, Auburn 


Orange Bowl _ 
Jan. 2, 2003, 8 p.m. ET 
ACC or Big East champ vs. at-large 
Lindy’s pick: Florida State vs. Georgia 
Other prime candidates: Miami, Ohio State, Michigan, 
Colorado, 
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O Shades of QB draft class of ’83 


A year after all of the top Heisman finishers were quarter- 
backs, this is — again — the Year of the Quarterback in college 
football. And that sure does make NFL scouts happy. 

Twenty years later, college football is poised to deliver 
another six first-round quarterbacks. 

That happened in 1983, when Stanford's John Elway was 
the No. 1 overall pick. He was followed in the first round by 
Todd Blackledge (No. 7), Jim Kelly (No. 14), Tony Eason (No. 
15), Ken O'Brien (No. 24) and Dan Marino (No. 27). 

It's easy to see the 2003 first pick becoming a quarterback 
.. but which one? Marshall's Byron Leftwich, Louisville's Dave 
Ragone and Texas’ Chris Simms each have the kind of size, 
skill and pedigree to merit suggestion for No. 1. 

But, wait, there’s more. 

Miami's productive Ken Dorsey is ticketed as a first-round 
possibility, as are a couple of highly touted recruiting class- 
mates at USC — Carson Palmer and Jason Thomas, now at 
UNLV. Neither has been on a rocket ship to success in college, 
although all will be forgotten with a strong senior season. 

As for the underclassmen, Florida's Rex Grossman has all 
but said he is coming out after his junior season and Ten- 
nessee’s Casey Clausen might, too, if he’s in line to earn 
a first-round grade. 

Eli Manning of Ole Miss is another first-rounder waiting to 
happen, but he’s so in love with college, he’s already said 
he'll be back for 2003. 

So, counting all the underclassmen except for Manning, 
that's eight quarterbacks who enter the 2002 season with 
legitimate first-round potential ... and that doesn’t even 
include someone who might emerge from back in the pack, 
as Fresno State's David Carr did last season. 


@ The chase continues 


JoePa caught the Bear. Can Papa Bowden catch JoePa? 

It’s more a question of when than if, because Bobby 
Bowden is bearing down hard on Joe Paterno ... and, dadgum 
it, is fixin’ to have that little ‘ol record all to himself by the 
time the year ends. Or 
perhaps a few days after. 

Bowden picked up 
three more games on 
Paterno last year and is 
now just four wins behind 
(tied with Bear Bryant, as 
a matter of fact, at 323). 
FSU plays one more 
game than Penn State in 
the regular season, and 
the Seminoles could 
easily win three or four 
more games than the 
Nittany Lions: Say, 12-1 
compared to 8-4. 

That would leave 
JoePa and Bowden tied at 
the end of the regular 
season ... with a bowl 
game possibly breaking 
the tie 
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10 astonishing streaks 


In the big world of college football, here are some 
streaks and trends we love: 
STAT: USC — Tailback U. — has not had a first-team All-Pac- 
10 running back since Ricky Ervins and Leroy Holt in 1989. 
Our call: Sultan McCullough and Justin Fargas have all- 
> league potential, but they'll split carries and neither will 
have the requisite stats to keep this streak from reach- 
ing 13. 
STAT: Baylor has lost 30 consecutive Big 12 games. 
Our call: If the Bears don't win their conference opener 
> — at home against Kansas — this streak could go all 
the way to 38 and into next season. 
STAT: Mike Price never has had consecutive winning sea- 
sons in 21 years as a head coach at Weber State and 
Washington State. 
Our call: Barring a significant injury (say, to QB Jason 
Gesser) Price finally will cash in this streak. 


— 


Anthony Davis 


STAT: Wisconsin has had a 1,000-yard rusher for nine 
consecutive seasons. 
> Our call: With phenom Anthony Davis only a sopho- 
more, Badgers will run this streak to at least 12. 
STAT: Duke has lost 23 consecutive games and is an 0-12 
season away from passing Northwestern's NCAA record of 
34, set from 1979-82. 
Our call: The game that keeps the Blue Devils from 
> infamy: At Navy on Sept. 28. 
STAT: Seven different teams have won the Pac-10 the past 
seven seasons. 
Our call: Of the three left out in the cold — Arizona, 
Cal, Oregon State — it’s the Beavers who have the best 
chance of crashing the party and pushing the streak to 
eight. 
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~onsecutive times, 


wr Bob Davie could mess 
peaillingham sure won't on 


oae™ -e Rutgers went to a bowl 
WG: yee among major-conference teams. 
5 Fo Wu reg Schiano as much as the next 
gaiSur "02 isn’t the year in which this record 
oe AWE fishes. 
+ has 33 consecutive seasons of at least nine 


all: With a 15-game season (including a bowl and 
12 title game, we predict) the Huskers barely have 
» have a winning season to keep this streak alive in 
post-Crouch restructuring. 
»TAT: Notre Dame is in danger of falling to No. 2 in all-time 
winning percentage for the first time since the NCAA 
started keeping track of such things. 
Our call: ND is at .7495 (781-247-42). Michigan is at 
7453 (813-266-36). A disparity of five or six victories 
this season could flip the order; that’s a little too much 
ground for Michigan to cover ... so, check back in 2003. 


O The coaching changes 


Only five of the 63 BCS-conference teams actually fired 
coaches last season (Notre Dame, Kansas, Vanderbilt, Cal and 
Indiana) with each of those guys getting exactly five years to 
prove themselves. They can't say they didn’t have time. 

Vacancies at Florida and Notre Dame kept college football 
fans plenty entertained, with the two giants whiffing at their 
top choices. So, instead of Bob Stoops and Jon Gruden, we've 
got Ron Zook and Tyrone Willingham. 

Good hires? Time will tell, of course. Zook brings passion 
and the promise of an almost-as-fun offense. Willingham 
brings order, discipline, quiet confidence and a promise of an 
entirely new Notre Dame offense. 

And that’s what the Irish needed most, whether it was 
George O'Leary or someone else rewriting the playbook. 
Notre Dame's directionless offense was out of step with hot 
recruits who want to be featured in NFL-like passing offenses. 
Since that’s what Willingham majored in at Stanford, the Irish 
will have a 21st-century offense, making this look like a good 
hire, indeed. 

Here are the 13 head coaches in new spots this season: 


LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE Jerry Baldwin 6-27, three Rickey Bustle 


Great hire for Cajuns, who pluck Virginia Tech's offensive 
coordinator and QBs coach. 


NAVY. Charlie Weatherbie 30-45, seven __Paul Johnson 
Johnson takes the helm after leading Georgia Southern to I-AA 


titles in 1999 and 2000. 


NOTRE DAME Bob Davie 35-25, five Tyrone Willingham 


After O'Leary embarrassment, Irish luck into a fine fall-back 
position — Stanford’s Willingham. 


SAN DIEGO STATE Ted Toliner 43-48, eight Tom Craft 
The former head man at Palomar JC, Craft knows the territory 
and should recruit well. 

SMU Mike Cavan 22-34, five Phil Bennett 
Bennett became a hot property while directing Kansas State's 
defense 1999-2001. 

STANFORD frone Willingham 43-48, eight Buddy Teevens 
Florida aide Teevens vows to bring Spurrier’s Fun ‘N Gun to The 
Farm, which seems like a good fit. 

VANDERBILT Woody Widenhofer 15-40, five Bobby Johnson 


Johnson was the AA Coach of the Year after leading Furman 
to the championship game, 
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‘ollege fans still waved their flags, but traded 
their school colors for the red, white and blue. 


@ Filling the biggest cleats 


Out with the old, in with the new. You might not know them 
yet, but here are 10 players trying to replace some of college 
football's brightest stars and have a positive influence on the 
national title chase. 


SCHOO OUT RECORD, YRS PLAYER POS. SCHOOL REPLACEMENT 
ARKANSAS STATE Joe Hollis 13-43,five__Steve Roberts Rocky Camus) 1B Oklahoma Lance Mitchell 
Roberts went 14-9 in two seasons at Division AA ‘ ight in with hard-hit 

ober en JC transfer has the physical tools to fit right in with hard-hitting OU defense, 
CALIFORNIA Tom Holmoe 16-39, five __Jeff Teuford ee eam Neniaska) seamed tors 

‘After ttoringJoey Harrington as Oregon ofensive coordinator, TUghest replacement jb of anyone; slid sping soled job 

the Kyle Boler project awaits Tedford, Jabar Gaffney WR Florida Carlos Perez 
FLORIDA Steve Spurrier 122-27-1,12__Ron Zook Perez leads a host of players vying to be the second option behind Taylor Jacobs, 

Zook has to replace a legend and innovator; fortunately he's Joey Harrington OB Oregon Jason Fife 

eee ee eee Hard to replace Captain Comeback's credentials; also hard to name last bad UO QB, 
GEORGIA TECH George O’Leai 52-33, seven__Chan Gailey Sant : = . 

Pro resume checks out just fine for ex-Cowboys head coach olin Henderson aU iennesee6 a ; 

and Dolphins offensive coordinator. One to watch: 2000 starter Ed Kendrick, who sat out last season because of academics. 
INDIANA Cam Cameron___18-37,five__Gerry DiNardo Quentin Jammer CB Texas Nathan Vasher 

Last seen coaching in the XFL, DiNardo has majorreconstruc- Talented Vasher moves from safety, following Jammer's career path. 

Hono posi hatdleley Bryant McKinnie OT Miami Carlos Joseph 
RAUSAS Terry Allen i 2 = 7 Litt won ine “Los” is only a sophomore and willbe a load, just like McKinnie, 

The new big fella (think Ralph Friedgen) earned kudos for work = 

SS Olanoia OSE Mike Williams = OT Texas Jonathan Scott 

Hyped redshirt freshman breaks into starting lineup sooner than expected, 
2002 npy’s Foorsait ANNUALS 63 


cOoOM PUTER 


COLLEGE 


FOOTBALL 


IBM - PC 


THE MOST REALISTIC STRATEGY/SIMULATION 
COMPUTER GAMES ON THE MARKET TODAY! 


Didn’t like the way last season went? 
Would you like to take on Miami and Nebraska? 

Or, how about ‘92 Alabama against ‘62 Alabama or ‘72 
USC or even ‘24 Notre Dame with the “Four Horsemen”. 
Well...with 3 in | Football you can do just that and 
much, much more! 


With 3 in | Football you can play any of OVER 800 total 
teams. Both College & Pro. Virtually every one of the 
I-A and I-AA teams from 2000 are included 
‘as well as the Pro teams from last year. The WEL, 
WLAF and USFL teams are also available. Many, many 
of the greatest College and Pro teams of all time are there, 
too. ‘63 Navy, ‘67 USC, ‘71 Oklahoma, ‘45 Army 
and the list goes on and on. 


3 in 1 plays head to head, you vs. computer or computer 
vs. computer, It has an end of game scoring summary, full 
team and individual player stat breakdowns. Stats com- 
piler, Standings and League Leaders, you can draft, trade 
or input your own players and teams from scratch. 


As you coach your favorite team to victory you'll be 
amazed at how realistic your QB’s, running backs, 
receivers and kickers perform! 


An extensive auto-scheduler is also included. The entire 
2001 college or Pro schedules can be played by hitting a 
few keystrokes. And if over 800 college and Pro teams 
still isn’t enough, there are many past seasons available. 


ADDITIONAL COLLEGE SEASONS DISKS 
1956-2000 
Pick any 5 seasons for $39.95 
ORDER TODAY! 
Mail check or money order for $39.95 each. 
You may call in and order with VISA or Master Card. 
Please add $4.00 for shipping and handling. 


For more information, call or write for a free brochure. 


1-800-477-7032 


Visit our Web Site at www.lhgames.com 


P.O. BOX 100594 * NASHVILLE, TN 37224 
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Rex Grossman QB __ re 
Back-up Brock Berlin went bye-bye and Ingle Marty ‘ 
2, Jason White s- Ola, 
Nate Hybl showed he’s not a championship QB; a health, 

everything to OU, 

3. Cedric Benson RB ==———_‘Texas. 

QB Chris Simms can’t create on his own, so running game mus. 

balance. 

}. Xavier Beitia = K Florida State 

Not a lot of wide-rights in his game; he missed only once last season as a 
freshman 

5. Reggie Williams shington 
Huskies hope to out-score their way to Pac-10 title by throwing jump-balls 
to “R-Dub,” 


@ tweaking the Bcs 


Dream about a playoff system all you want; college 
football has the BCS for at least four more seasons. In the 
meantime, we're not going to rage against the machine, only 
try to improve it. Lindy’s suggestions for making the BCS a 
better world to live in: 

7. More power to the people 

This is how the NCAA Division | Basketball Committee 
does it, reviewing the numbers from the RPI (an antiquated 
system way more flawed than the BCS, but that’s another 
story) and then judging who to take and where to seed them. 
The BCS committee could inject common sense into the 
process — voting, for example, to take a conference champ 
like Colorado over a team that failed to win its division 
(Nebraska). 

2. Tell us how it works 

Give us all the math behind all the computer ratings. It's 
not that we don't trust the computer geeks, but at least it 
would silence the conspiracy theorists. It's called credibility. 
3. No more strength of schedule factor 

It's already factored, to some degree, into the computer 
ratings. Giving it the additional 25 percent of a team’s total 
BCS score is overkill. 

4, Agree on conference championship games 

It's great financially for the SEC and Big 12, but potentially 
damaging to its top teams (witness Tennessee and Texas last 
season). It’s unfair for teams from those conferences to face a 
BCS elimination game when teams from the other four big 
conferences don’t. Have everybody play a title game ... or 
nobody at all, 

5. Keep playing after the final bow! 

Maybe it’s one game, with the top two teams determined 
by the polls, computers and a selection committee. Maybe it's 
three games, with the winners of the four BCS bowls playing it 
off. This notion raises more questions than it answers, but if a 
college football playoff is in the breeze for after the 2006 
season, this would be the baby steps toward that goal without 
de-emphasizing the best thing about college football — the 
regular season. 
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Outstanding Player 
Downtown Athletic Club of New York 

1. Ken Dorsey, QB, Miami 

2. Rex Grossman, QB, Florida 

3. Byron Leftwich, QB, Marshall 

4, Eli Manning, QB, Ole Miss 

5, Casey Clausen, QB, Tennessee 

6. Chris Simms, QB, Texas 

7. Chris Rix, QB, Florida State 

8. Cedric Benson, RB, Texas 

9. Charles Rogers, WR, Michigan State 
10. Jason White, QB, Oklahoma 
2001 winner: Eric Crouch, Nebraska 


BRONKO _ 

[AGURSKI 
AWARD 

Outstanding Defensive Player 

Charlotte TD Club/FWAA 

1. EJ, Henderson, LB, Maryland 

2. Mike Doss, S, Ohio State 

3. William Joseph, DT, Miami 

4. Troy Polamalu, S, USC 

5. Tommie Harris, DT, Oklahoma 

2001 winner: Roy Williams, Oklahoma 


OUTLAND 
TROPHY 


Interior Lineman 

Football Writers Association of America 
1. William Joseph, DT, Miami 

2. Tommie Harris, DT, Oklahoma 

3. Brett Williams, OT, Florida State 

4. Greg Gathers, DE, Georgia Tech 

5. Jon Stinchcomb, OT, Georgia 

2001 winner: Bryant McKinnie, Miami_ 


LOMBARDI 
AWARD 

Lineman/Linebacker 

Rotary Club of Houston 

1. Cory Redding, DE, Texas 

2. Greg Gathers, DE Georgia Tech 

3. E.J. Henderson, LB Maryland 

4, Dewayne White, DE, Louisville 

5. Brett Williams, OT, Florida State 

2001 winner: Julius Peppers, North Carolina 


~ DAVEY 
O’BRIEN 
AWARD 
Quarterback 


Charitable Trust of Fort Worth 
1. Byron Leftwich, Marshall 


.. Eli Manning, Ole Miss 
3. Rex Grossman, Florida 
4. Ken Dorsey, Miami 
5. Chris Simms, Texas 
2001 winner: Eric Crouch, Nebraska 


DOAK 
@ WALKER 
AWARD 


Running Back 

GTE/SMU Athletic Forum, Dallas 
1. Cedric Benson, Texas 

2. Earnest Graham, Florida 

3. Bruce Perry, Maryland 

4. Onterrio Smith, Oregon 

‘5. Dahrran Diedrick, Nebraska 
2001 winner: Luke Staley, BYU. 


gp FRED 
@ BILETNIKOFF 
AWARD 


Wide Receiver 
Quarterback Club of Tallahassee 
1. Charles Rogers, Michigan State 
2. Kelley Washington, Tennessee 
3. Roy Williams, Texas 

4. Darius Watts, Marshall 

5. Taylor Jacobs, Florida 

2001 winner: Josh Reed, LSU 


@ BUTKUS 
AWARD 

Linebacker 

Downtown Athletic Club of Orlando 

1. E.J. Henderson, Maryland 

2. Victor Hobson, Michigan 

3. Jerry Schumacher, Illinois. 

4, Jonathan Vilma, Miami 

5. Mario Haggan, Mississippi State 

2001 winner: Rocky Calmus, Oklahoma 


JIM 
@ THORPE 
AWARD 
Defensive Back 
Athletic Club of Oklahoma City 
1. Mike Doss, S, Ohio State 
2. Troy Polamalu, S, USC 
3. Derrick Strait, CB, Oklahoma 
4, Eugene Wilson, CB, Ilinois 
5. Sammy Davis, CB, Texas A&M 
2001 winner: Roy Williams, Oklahoma 


AL MOSS 
SPORTS 
SERVICE 


FOR 
WINNING 
FOOTBALL 
SELECTIONS 


Honest 
Competent 
Knowledgeable 


We've been reasonably 
successful betting 
(and beating) college 
football over the years 
and are hoping for another 
good season. If you are 
thinking about using 
a football service this year, 
please call us before you 
decide. 


You must win (53%), 

or your subscription 

fee will be refunded 
entirely! 


Our Rates 
$65 Weekly 
$500 For the Season 
First week of the season 
free to new callers 
(other discount packages) 
are available) 
Call 
AL MOSS 


(800) 711-8800 


After 9 a.m. 
(Pacific Time) _ 
For more information 
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Here’s our annual look to the future ... 2002 
college players with the brightest NFL futures heading 
into the 2003 NFL Draft 


Byron Leftwich QB Marshall 


ihe 
2. Dave Ragone QB Louisville 
3. William Joseph DT Miami 
4, Charles Rogers” WR Michigan State 
5. Kelley Washington” WR Tennessee 
6. Dewayne White” DE Louisville 
(1-866-373-3866) 7. Jimmy Kennedy DT Penn State 
8. Kwame Harris” OT Stanford 
“ ) I 9. Roy Williams* WR Texas 
FREESLOREBDARD/LOM 10. Chris Simms QB Texas 
11. E.J. Henderson LB Maryland 
12. Earnest Graham RB Florida 


iSHOts) News] for 13. Brett Williams OT Florida State 
14. Greg Gathers DE Georgia Tech 
the) Serious) Player 15. Andre Johnson” WR Miami 
16. Jerome McDougle DE Miami 


17. Lee Suggs” RB Virginia Tech 
18. Cory Redding DE Texas 
© HEADLINES 19. Ken Dorsey QB Miami 
© ODDS 20. Dennis Weathersby CB Oregon State 
21. Troy Polamalu Ss USC 
© INJURIES 22. Jimmy Wilkerson DE Oklahoma 
23. Onterrio Smith" RB Oregon 
© WEATHER REPORTS 24. Bernard Berrian WR __ Fresno State 
25. Darnell Dockett* OT Florida State 
© TRENDS AND ANGLES 26. Rex Grossman* QB Florida 
© FREE PICKS 27. Mario Haggan LB Mississippi State 
28. Eugene Wilson CB Illinois 
29. Michael Doss iS) Ohio State 
30. Brandon Lloyd WR Illinois 
The Fastest 31. Andre Woolfolk CB Oklahoma 
Scores in 32. Jon Stinchcomb OT Georgia 
North America 33. Marcus Trufant” cB Washington State 
34. Lance Briggs LB Arizona 
35. Jonathan Vilma” LB Miami 
36. Billy McMullen WR Virginia 
Updated as often 37. Casey Clausen” QB Tennessee 
: 1 38. Justin Gage WR Missouri 
asevery 2 Minutes fiesta TE Oklahoma 
on a recorded message 40. Alonzo Jackson DE Florida State 
41. DeMarco McNeil” OT Auburn 
42. Ben Johnson oT Wisconsin 
43. Victor Hobson LB Michigan 
44. Clarence Farmer* RB Arizona 
45. Taylor Jacobs WR Florida 
46. Todd Wike OG Maryland 
47. Gerald Hayes LB Pitt 
48. Walter Young WR Illinois 
49. Jason Thomas QB UNLV 
www.FreeScoreBoard.com (aieomcerac DE Alabama 


fiss junior QB Eli Manning not listed because he has said he intends to play his senior season.) 
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New Orleans Dec. 17, 9 p.m. ET. 


New Orleans (Superdome) Sun Belt Hi vs. C-USA #4 | 
GMAC Dec. 18, 8 p.m. ET Last year: Marshall 64, East Carolina 61 
Mobile, Ala, (Ladd Peebles Stadium) Mid- ieee 47-2 vs, C-USA #2 Lindy’s pick: Central Florida vs. Cincinnati 
Tangerine Dec. 23, 5:30 p.m. ET Last Yes Pittsburgh 34, North Carolina State 19 
Orlando (Citrus Bowl) ACC #4 vs. Big East #4-5 Lindy’s pick: Georgia Tech vs. Bosto! 
Las Vegas Dec. 25, 4:30 p.m. ET Last Year: Utah 10, USC 6 
Las ee (Sam Boyd) Pac-10 #5 vs, MWC #2 Lindy’s pick: Oregon State vs. UNLV 
Hawaii Dec. 25, 8 p.m. ET Last year: 2002 is first year 
Honolulu (Aloha), C-USA vs. WAC Lindy's pick: TCU vs, Hawaii 
Motor City Dec. 26, 5 p.m. ET Last Year: Toledo 23, Cincinnati 16 
Detroit (TBD) MAG #1-2 vs. Open Lindy’s pick: Marshall vs, Syracuse 
Insight.com Dec. 26, TBA Last Year: Syracuse 26, Kansas State 3 
Tempe (Bank One Ballpark) Big East #3 vs. Pac-10 #4 Lindy’s pick: Virginia Tech | vs. USC 
Houston Dec, 27, 1 p.m. ET Last year; Texas A&M 28, TCU 9 
Houston (Reliant Astrodome) Big 12 #5-7 vs, C-USA #3 Lindy's pick: Texas Tech vs. Southern Mississippi 
Mainstay Independence Dec. 27, 4:30 p.m, ET Last year: Alabama 14, leery 13 
Shreveport, La. (Independence) SEC #6-7 vs. Big 12 #5-7 Lindy's pick: Louisville vs. BYU 
Holiday Dec. 27, 8 p.m. ET Last Year: Texas 47, Washington 43. 
San Diego (Qualcomm) Pac-10 #2 vs. Big 12 #3 Lindy's pick: Washington State vs. Colorado 
Sylvania Alamo Dec. 28, 7 p.m, ET Last Year: lowa 19, Texas Tech 16 
San Antonio (Alamodome) Big Ten #4 vs, Big 12 #4 Lindy’s pick; Michigan State vs, Texas A&M 
Queen City Dec, 28, TBA Last year: 2002 is first year 
Charlotte (Ericsson) Big East vs. ACC Lindy's pick: Pittsburgh vs. Clemson 
Music City Dec. 30, TBA Last Year: Boston College 20, Georgia 16 ¥ 
Nashville (Adelphia Coliseum) SEC #6-7 vs. Big Ten #6 Lindy's pick: Auburn vs. Wisconsin | 
Seattle Dec. 30, 2 p.m. ET Last Year: Georgia Tech 24, Stanford 14 
Seattle (Seahawks new stadium) MWC #4 vs. ACC #6 Lindy’s pick: Utah vs. Maryland 
Humanitarian Dec. 31, noon ET Last Year: Clemson 49, Louisiana Tech 24 
Boise, Idaho (Bronco Stadium) WAC vs. Open. Lindy's pick: Boise State vs, lowa State 
Wells Fargo Sun Dec, 31, 2 p.m. ET Last Year: Washington State 33, Purdue 27 
El Paso, Texas (Sun Bowl) Pac-10 #3 vs. Big Ten #5 Lindy's pick: Oregon vs. Illinois 
| AXA Liberty Dec. 31, 3:30 p.m. ET Last Year: Louisville 28, BYU 10 
Memphis (Liberty Bowl) C-USA #1 vs. MWC #1 Lindy's pick: Louisville vs. BYU 
Silicon Valley Classic Dec. 31, 3:30 p.m. Last Year: Michigan State 44, Fresno State 35 
San Jose (Spartan) WAC #1-2 vs. Open. Lindy's pick: Fresno State vs. Purdue 
Chick-Fil-A Peach Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m. ET Last Year: North Carolina 16, Auburn 10 | 
Atlanta (Georgia Dome) SEC #3°5 vs. ACC #3 Lindy’s pick: South Carolina vs. Virginia | 
San Francisco Dec. 31, 10:30 p.m. ET Last year: 2002 is first year 
San Francisco (Pacific Bell Park) MWC #3 vs. Big East Lindy!s pick; Colorado State vs. UCLA 
Southwestern Bell Cotton dan. 1, 11 a.m. ET Last Year: Oklahoma 10, Arkansas 3 | 
Dallas (Cotton Bowl) Big 12 #2 vs. SEC # 3-5 Lindy's pick: Nebraska vs. | Ole Miss 
Outback dan. 1, 11. a.m. ET Last Year: South Carolina 31, Ohio State 28 
Tampa (Raymond James) Big Ten #3 vs. SEC #3-5 Lindy’s pick: Penn State vs. usu 
Toyota Gator Jan. 1, 12:30 p.m, ET Last Year: Florida State 30, Virginia Tech 17 | 
Jacksonville (Alltel) ACG #2 vs. a East #2 Lindy's pick: North Carolina State vs. Notre Dame 
Capital One Citrus Jan. 1, 1 p.m. Last Year: Tennessee 45, Michigan 1 
Orlando (Citrus Bow!) SEC #2 vs. ear Ten #2 Lindy's pick: Florida vs. Ohio State 
Rose Jan. 1 Last Year: Miami 37, Nebraska 14 
Pasadena, Calif. (Rose Bowl) BCS eae: io) ‘BCS (Big Ten) Lindy's pick: Washington vs. Michigan 
Nokia Sugar Jan, 1, 8:30 p.m. ET Last Year: LSU 47, Illinois 34 
New Orleans (Superdome) BCS Eos vs. ae ‘open Lindy’s pick: Tennessee vs. Texas 
FedEx Orange Jan. 2,8 Last Year: Florida 56, Maryland 23 
Miami (Orange Bowl) BCS ACO) vs vs. ‘acs (Big East) Lindy’s pick: Florida State vs. Georgia 
Tostitos Fiesta Jan. 3, 8 p.m. ET Last Year: Oregon 38, Colorado 16 
Tempe (Sun Devil) BCS #1 vs. BCS #2 Lindy’s pick: Oklahoma vs. Miami 


Notes: Notre Dame is included as part of the Big East bow! pool (other than the league's BCS spot). SEC order of picks are arranged by geography z and | 
other factors, not strictly by picking order. Most bowis have options with conferences beyond strict order of standings. Bowl projections may differ from 
order of conference projections due to regional selections, bowls avoiding rematches and “trading” teams for better fits. | 
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Bet smarter. Bet with Jaguar! 


JoinNow | __LiveLines 


Payouts processed 
in 24 hours 


‘Welcome to JAGUAR SPORTS NTERNATIONAL, 


‘As we stepinto the new milerivn the spot wagering 
lncusty hasrepily evolved fo the port where there are 
books in the world for you fo choose 

thom, depending on your iniicil interests ancl goals 
ert. Being on the foretort of fis remarkable 
industry, JAGUAR SPORTS INTERNATIONAL hae 
‘worked ertremely hard to estabich 9 presence and a 
4] reputation as ane of the mod professions and 

ttustwothy sportsbooks in the wold 


Football is in Full Swing! 
Bet Smart! Bet with Jaguar! 


Toll Free 888-888-9984 or 877-275-6278 
International Direct Oll-506-207-0725, 


Snecial of the Day 
“Shoot Out Special" 
Bet On Our Special NBA 


Marquee Match-Ups) 
Even Money Sides & Tovais 


No credit card 
required to join 


Accounts insured to 
$100,000 


World’s highest parlay 


payouts 


Champion's 
League Soccer 


Biggest bonuses in the 


ia 


919 COL 5] 5 Exclusive Jaguar Benefits :: 
wm sex H 
TOP 7th + 19% Signup Bantroll Bonus * + $100 Minimum Deposit 
+ 10% On Every Deposit Thereafter * $10 Minimum Wagers 
921 A, 7) «World's Highest Partays 2-Teamer Pays 14:5! + Payouts Guaranteed 24.48 Hours * 
20H yy || so Transter Fees “Bank Deposits Guaranteed in Trust 
n 
Print Your Own = daguar Sports Offers the Works Highest Parlay Odds 
HIGHEST PARLAY EXCLUSIVE "LAY.SO«" CHECK OUR. 
ACHei Hera) PAYOFFS - ANYWHERE! ‘SUPERPARLAY 2TEAM TEASERS 
2Teame4°§ 2Teame6:1 ‘Pants 100: i0 
TTeamecs:1 Teans15:1 esParis 100: 15 
‘Teams 13:4 Ponts. 100120 
STeams25 1 
3: Endorsements :: 


industry 


Easy login and wagering 


‘ereonal gudetook for sat, enjoyable and legal being, 


Joguar Sports Intemstional is endorsed and montored by The Offshore 
Gaming Assocition (OSGA). The OSGA is an independent “watchdog” 
Seereyba mocks 0+ Stre Spats Cunt yin en efoto rode 
the publican averueto frdreputable wagering cervices 


Thelnternational Sports Book Council (SBC)has cetited Jequor Spostsintemtionsl 

charter member, Jaguar Spats Itemational met stingert standards set by the 
‘counal, whose memberships are comprised ofthe lagest sprts took wagering senoes 
in the work, The primary fous ofthe ISBC isto educale and prted the sport wagerer, 
frotecting esch individual accourt wah insurence up to $100/00, Among many other 
member player benefits, te ISBC ofers a fee Concumer Guide to Ofshare Wagering, & 
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Copyright® 2002 - Jaguar Sports international 


Experience complete satisfaction every time you call. 

We think you'll like doing business with Jaguar. We handle each call 
pleasantly and professionally, treating it with the respect and confidence it 
deserves. We offer the fairest lines and fastest payouts, maintaining a 
Jaguar tradition of excellence. So bet smarter this season - bet with Jaguar. 


Real-time live lines 


Hot daily featured bets 


Wagering is simple: just point, click and bet! 

Wager from the convenience of your office or the comfort of home. 
Jaguar's on line wagering service includes live score updates, and 
up-to-the-minute daily odds - just like Vegas, only higher parlay 
payoffs! Opening an account is easy, and takes only minutes. 

Open 24/7. 

When you wager with Jaguar Sports, you get the highest parlay 
payoffs in the industry. 2-teamers pay 14:5! And bonuses are ongoing - 
every new customer receives up to a generous 20% sign-up bonus 
and 10% on re-ups. 

That's ike money in the bank for you. 


call now: 


www.jagbetcom 888-888-9984 


By BILL SORRELL 


As he looks back on it, the scene seems like it was out of 
a movie, but its reality was almost deadly: His 1994 Honda Civic 
spinning out of control at 50 miles per hour, catapulting four feet in 
the air across the median with an 18-wheeler filled with diesel fuel 
heading toward him. 

He doesn't remember the crash on Rogers’ Lane in Lawton, 
Okla., on Dec. 17, 2001. The impact caved in the passenger side 
and the driver's side cradled the roof. 


Arriving at the scene, emergency personnel radioed a “code 
red,” meaning the car's driver was presumed dead. 

“When people saw the accident, they wondered how some- 
body could come out of that. | almost died,” said Aso Pogi, junior 
quarterback at Oklahoma State. 

Three ripped tendons in his left hand, a concussion, lacerations 
to his arms, head and face and an injured knee sent Pogi to the hos- 
pital for five days. 

He spent last Christmas at home celebrating the gift of life. 

“I got a chance,” said Pogi. 

It wasn't the first time he has beaten the odds. Pogi, who was 
born in American Samoa and moved to the United States when he 
was 2 years old, is one of nine children. His father, Gafa Pogi, died 
when he was five. His mother, Fia Pogi Tupua, raised the family in a 
one-bedroom apartment in the Lawton View projects. 

Fia Tupua worked two jobs as an LPN and in a nursing home, 
sometimes 19 to 20 hours a day, to put food on the table. 

“Food disappears fast when you've got nine kids. The only thing 
people worried about in the projects was survival, not in years, but 
day by day, hour by hour,” said Pogi, 21. “There are a lot of things 
to overcome. There was a lot of peer pressure. We fell into it.” 

In Lawton, Pogi was known as a “bad, bad boy,” said John Tal- 
ley, director of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes for North Central 
Oklahoma. A gang member, Pogi would beat up people he didn’t 
like. Sex, alcohol and drugs were part of his teenage lifestyle. 


One night all that changed. At an FCA banquet in Lawton, Pogi 
heard former New York Yankees star Bobby Richardson, Oklahoma 
tight end Trent Smith and Brian Madden, quarterback at the Naval 
Academy and hometown hero in Lawton, speak about Jesus Christ. 

At 17, Pogi asked Christ to become his personal savior. “God 
spoke through him (Madden) that night. He was the vessel God 
used to break my heart,” said Pogi, an all-state quarterback his 
senior year at Lawton High School. 

Now Pogi proclaims Christ through the FCA in Oklahoma, Texas 
and Kansas. At a rally in Oklahoma City, he shared the platform with 
OU quarterback Josh Heupel, who led the Sooners to the 2000 
national title. There were 248 decisions made for Christ, said Talley. 

“For me the greatest thing about speaking is getting a chance to 
see God do amazing things,” said Pogi. 

Through prayer, “digging” into the Bible and meeting with 20 
athletes in an accountability group, Pogi grows in his faith daily. 

Wide receiver Rashaun Woods, a junior who caught 10 touch- 
down passes last season, calls Pogi the team’s spiritual leader. 

“He lives his testimony every day. Everybody sees that.” 

One accountability partner, former Cowboy strong safety George 
Horton, and Pogi opened the Bible to verses that Pogi said became 
his life verses: 1 John 2:15-17: “Do not love the world or anything in 
the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For everything in the world — the cravings of sinful man, the 
lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does — comes 
not from the Father, but from the world. The world and its desires 
pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.” 

Talley said Pogi’s witness is strong because of his credibility. 
Saul Talley, John’s son and a senior deep snapper, said Pogi identi- 
fies with “guys who have rough backgrounds. That shows them that 
God can meet you wherever you are.” 

When Pogi left Lawton, he promised himself that he would 
work hard, patterning his work ethic after his mother. 

“The thing | admire about my mom is that she never quit. No 
matter how bad things got, she wasn’t going to run away or put us 
in an orphanage. She has so much character. She said, ‘Keep God 
number one and you'll be fine.’ | had to realize that on my own.” 

Pogi (6-3, 225) has started 17 games for the Cowboys. “He cer 
tainly knows how to react under fire,” said OSU coach Les Miles. 

As a sophomore, Pogi passed for 1,854 yards and 11 scores. 
He is OSU's all-time freshman passing leader with 1,550 yards. 

His first collegiate start brought one of his biggest thrills. He 
passed for 328 yards against lowa State, the most ever thrown by 
an OSU freshman, The next week, against Colorado, he threw for 
313 yards, the first time any Cowboy quarterback had thrown for 
300 or more yards in back-to-back games. 

“My greatest victory was when I was a junior in high school. 

It's been my greatest decision and the one I'm most proud of,” said 
Pogi. “You don’t get a trophy for it, but you gain salvation. | want 
people to see that | am in love with Jesus. 

“Jesus means life forever. He's my father, best friend, teacher, 
counselor, principal. He is the perfect person wrapped into one. 
He's the perfect anything and everything. It’s an absolute great 
feeling to know | can be a part of that.” I 
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Brittany Stovall 


Southern Methodist / 
cheerleader Brittany Stovall i 
is a sophomore who hails i 
from Rockwall, Texas. = 


Jennifer Seaga 
Virginia Tech ( eS vageriemson 
Thine a a N cheerleader Jennifer 
is member of Virginia Tech's S 5 

pep squad is fired up for i jeago Is a sports 
the Hokies. Wy, | marketing major 
who teaches 

high school 


cheerleading. 


Emily Morrell 

Native Texan Emily Murrell, a 
first-year Cowboy cheerleader, 
also plays volleyball and skis. 


Heial Inthavong \ 
Abby Raimbele = Junior third-year 
A water sports cheerleader 
enthusiast, Abby is Heidi Inthavong 
a first-year Red is enthusiastic 
Raider squad about the 
member. Jayhawks. 


Melissa Lindutf 
Sooner Pom Squad 
member Melissa Linduff, 
a talented sophomore, 

_ also plays piano and flute. 


Ashley Sloan 
Cheering, to, the refrain of 
‘Rocky Top,’ Ashley Sloan 
fittingly enjays hiking 

and camping, 


\ Wisconsin 
This Wisconsin 
\ cheerleader is 
enthusiastic 
about the 


Badgers’ 
season. 


Katie 
Montgomery 
Freshman Katie 
Montgomery, a 
Las Vegas native 


who enjoys dance, ' 


is a new Wolf Pack 
cheerleader. 


Kristen Ragsdale 
of Bedford, Indiana, is a 


Whitney Nelson 
Senior Trojan cheerleader 
Whitney Nelson should 
excel in her chosen field 
— entertainment, sports 
marketing and advertising. 2g 


Kristen Smith 
Pelham’s Kristen Smith, 

a public relations major, 

is a three-year member 

of Alabama's Crimsonettes. 
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WN FIGHTING IRISH 


ate one night last winter, after 
{tee Willingham had just finished 
another after-hours session trying to 
cram 115 years of college football tradi- 
tion into a few months, the new Notre 
Dame coach got the munchies. 
Or maybe he just wanted dinner. Will- 


ingham kept such a relentless pace since 
taking over on Jan. 1 that if he had a vanity 
license plate it might have read “24/7TY.” 
Whatever the case, next thing you 
know Willingham pulls into one of South 
Bends fast-food restaurants, places his 
order and waits for his change. Now a 
dietitian might tell you Willingham’s first 
mistake was ordering anything at that hour 
off that kind of menu. But any connoisseur 
of Notre Dame football will tell you the Irish 
coach's worst mistake was standing in line. 
No matter the time, no matter the 
place, the football coach at Notre Dame 
becomes the object of nearly every eye- 
ball when he shows his face in public. Not 
to mention every autograph-seeker and 


200! 56 

COACH: Tyrone Willingham — At Notre 
Dame: Ist year; Overall: 44-36-1, 7 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16;7 offense, 
7 defense, punter, kicker 

PLAYERS 'TO WATCH: TB Julius Jones, 
FL Arnaz Battle, C Jeff Faine, 


CB/KR Vontez Duff, P Joey Hildboid, 

K Nick Setta, LB Courtney Watson, 

DL Darrell Campbell, S Gerome Sapp 
PRIMASY STRENGTHS: The offensive 


line returns four starters, but from a 
group that struggled running the ball. 
The team’s kicking game might be 
one of the best in America, and the 
defense can keep people out of the 
end zone. 


every guy who just has to share his 
thoughts about throwing to the tight end, 
recruiting that blue-chip quarterback and 
the death of option football. 

Remember, some Irish fans’ role mod- 
els are Regis and Dick Vitale — they have 
opinions on anything and everything. 


’24/7Ty’ Set for Grandest Tradition (and Pressure) 


During winter in South Bend, the foot- 
ball coach at Notre Dame is even more 
popular than the snowplow driver. And 
spring doesn’t officially start there until 
the first gold helmets hit the practice field. 

Notre Dame football is to South Bend 
what show business is to Hollywood; 
without it, landmark status would be 
a goal instead of reality. 

So even though it caught Willingham 
a little off-guard, it didn't surprise the 
locals what happened that night. As the 
Irish coach waited for his order, a line of 
well-wishers waited with him. It generally 
starts with an autograph, then some small 
talk, followed by a picture, and 30 min- 
utes later, Willingham’s cheekbones hurt 
from smiling so much. 

If the snow in April didn’t remind 


FIGHTING IRISH 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Willingham 
still has to settle on a quarterback to run 
offensive coordinator Bill Diedrick’s West 
Coast system. Chemistry will be key. The 
schedule, with nine bowl teams from last 
season, will make the honeymoon in 
South Bend a short one. 

OWERWIEW: Excitement over Notre Dame 
football hasn't been this high since the 
little man in glasses walked the sidelines. 
‘Willingham has a tremendous opportu- 
nity, if not tremendous talent, so motiva- 
tion and mental toughness will be critical 
for the Irish. If they can start quickly and 
win one or two they aren't expected to, 
momentum will build. More realistically, 
this is a year to rebuild. 


Willingham he was no longer at Stanford, 
the heat generated that night over Notre 
Dame football (and year-round really), in 
his new community did. 

A month before spring football began, 
to offer another example: The mayor of 
South Bend invited the city’s VIPs to 


a reception to welcome the new coach. 
Willingham was asked if they did anything 
similar back in Palo Alto when Stanford 
hired him. He laughed. 

“We didn’t quite have that,” Willing- 
ham said, “we missed that touch. 
The biggest difference Willingham 
may notice as he embarks on his first sea- 
son overseeing, as the NBC promo calls it, 

college football's grandest tradition? It 
will not be playing a coast-to-coast sched- 
ule that includes five Top 25 teams. It will 
not be watching quarterbacks recruited to 
run the option try to run his West Coast 
offense. It will not be learning every Satur- 
day that Notre Dame gets every team's 
best shot. 

It will be getting used to all that 
excitement. 

Which also means getting used to all 
those expectations. 

No pressure? Before brushing it off, look 
at the Bob Davie before-and-after pictures. 

Consider that in seven years at Stanford, 
Willingham went 44-36-1 (.549), played in 
one Bowl Championship Series game (the 
‘00 Rose) and left The Farm with fans feeling 
in debt and friends fighting back tears. 

Meanwhile at Notre Dame, Davie won 
a higher percentage of his games (.583, 
35-25), also played in one BCS game (‘01 
Fiesta) and got fired last year after going 5-6. 

In other words, when Willingham 
kept looking at his watch during the press 
conference announcing his hiring Jan. 1, 


SENIOR TAILBACK JULIUS JONES 
WILL SPLIT THE BULK OF BALL-CARRYING 
DUTIES WITH RYAN GRANT. 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 
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Nave / Poston Sue Howerowni Hic Scoot / Couece 
BONE, Jomes Ot, 6-6, 285 Ventura, CA ‘St Bonaventure 

long Booch Press Telegram Ben he West © Las Vegas Sun henerable mention Sper 11 Al Sole @ 
County Oflesive Lineman of he Yeor @ Helped eam ore yor record of 42.0 

CARNEY, Joke DB 60, 180 Lexington, KY. Catholic 

‘one quorerbock sock ond four posses broken up 4 Hod 14 recepions for 238 yards ond five touchdowns @ 
Hod 5 tle od Fre inkerepions oso juni. 


FASANO, Anthony TE 6-4, 237 Verona, NJ Verona 
| Aloe @ Helped teom to ste championship © Hod 78 receptions fr 1 460 yards and 23 touchdowns as 0 
senior @ Hod 168 career ecepions fer more than 2,500 yards # Sloe javelin champion. 


FREEMAN, Moreus TE 64, 240 ‘Si. Poul, MN Grefin-Derhom Holl 
Helped tea fo unbeaten reguar season # AS © seni, hod 20 recepions for 300 yords ond fee ouch 
downs @ Hod 16 receplions ond fur ouchlowms cs junior. 


FROME, Chris DL 6-5, 240 ‘Sougus, CA Newhall Hort 

long Booch Press Telegram Bes! inthe West @ Ranked No, 91 player national by Chicago Sun-Times @ A 
‘Sle ¢ Conference Lineman ofthe Yeor @ Two-way srier @ Made 62 cles, nding 15 locks forks, 
‘ond five quarebck sock of 0 senior # Hod 190 carer feces ord 22 quorerbock socks 


| JENKINS, Jelf RB 60,195 ‘Ann Arbor, Mi Huron 
Detot re Pes Division honor eam caplsin @ AS senor, hod 1 427 yards nahing and 21 touchdowns @ 
Hea 1,451 yords rushing ond 20 touchdowns ojo. 


LANDRI, Derek DL 62,275 ‘Concord, CA Delo Solle 

Porode Al-American @ USA Today AlrAmerican # Rated No. 51 ployer niondly by Chicago Sun Times © 
long Booch Press Telegram Best in the Wes! # Colforria Me. Football @ Helped team to 12-0 season record 
nd rasionol championship @ Hod $5 solo ales, 75 esis ond 9.5 quarterback socks 030 senor @ Slated 
27 sight gomes @ Three-year artron offense © As ounce hod 80 tocles, 17 qurerbock socks ond 12 
posses broken vp, 


LEITKO, Travis DL 6-6, 250 ‘The Woodlands, TX ‘The Woodlands 

USA Today second-team AllAmerion @ Renked No, 22 player nofionaly by Chicago Sun Tines @ As a 
senior hod 96 laces, 11 tcles fo ss, seven quarterback socks, wo fumbles recovered, one ble coved 
ane! one ld goa! blocked. 


MATTES, Brion DL 66, 250 Lorksvile, PA. Wyoming Volley West 
‘AlkSkol delesive end os «junior @ Made 70 lokles, 13 quarterback socks, nine laces for is ond blocked 
two kicks 080 senior @ Hod 34 receptions fr 400 yards and two touchdowns ot ght end @ Averaged 18 
pins and 11 rebounds pr game fr bosketball eam 0 junior. 


RESULTS 


‘AllSiole# As a senior, had 35 tockls, including two foces for loss, three interceptions, one fumble recovered, | 


\WOOKCATHHEARISGH 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


(5-6) PASSING Aug. 31 Maryland (Kickoff Classic) 
NAME Art Comp Yaros Pct TD Int 
10 Nebraska 27 Woldey 4a=—73= 7-507 «3-7| ~+| Sept.7 — Purdue 
AAT LoVecchio 6 34287 49.3 1k = 
10 Michigan State 17 RUSHING Sept. 14 — Michigan 
3 Texas A&M 24 Nawe CME =| Sept.21 at Michigan State 
| Jones 168 718 43 59 6 
24 Pittsburgh 7 | | eidoy 1566684367 -2| | Oct.5 —_—_ Stanford 
Faber 78 3849S 
34 West Virginia 24 Howard 45—~=~«N6O~a3 2 3| «| Oct. 12 Pittsburgh | 
|27 Southern Califomia 16 REEVES Oct.19 at Air Force 
| NAME No YARDS Ave Tm 
| 17 Boston College 21 Hunter 7 7 0S a? Oct. 26 at Florida State 
| Givens 33 317 96 2 C) _ = 
18 Tennessee 28 Jones ae a ae Nov.2 Boston College | 
| Jenkins 7 Ww 15.9 47 1 | 
13 Stanford 17 Teck: Horrson 97; Watson 76; Weaver 59 | Nov. 23 Rutgers 
| Interceptions: Duff 3; Elom 2; Walton 2; Jefferson 2. | = 
24 Purdue 18 io Sects Wasser Boma Noy. 30 at Southern California 


Tackles for Loss: Weaver 21; Watson 13. 


Hic ScHoot / Cource 


Nawe / Poston 


MCKNIGHT, Rhemo WR 62,190 laPoima, CA Kennedy 

| Roted os the top player on Long Bach Press Telegram Best in the West @ Rated No. 28 player nationally by 
CNNSI.com # Los Vegas Sun Super 11 #0 serior, had 20 reception for 395 yords ond four uchdowns 
4 Hod 1483 yards nshing ond 21 touchdowns @ Completed 50 percent of passes otempied fr 451 yards 
| rd two touchdowns # Hod 62 receptions for 1,142 yords and 15 touchdowns as a junior @ Returned four 
punts for ouch 


| MORTON, Bb OL 64,905 MeKinney, TK Mekinney 
| Us Today secendteam AAmercon # Chicago Sun-Times raked No. 98 ployer nafionally @ Houston 
| Chronic Top 100 in Tos @ Threeyeor dre @ Did not olow 0 quarterback sock aso senior. | 


OLSEN, Chris OB 64,220 Wayne, NI Wayne His 
Nework StarLedger All Stole @ Aso senior, hod 1,900 yards passing ond 24 touchdowns wih five inlerep 
fons # Completed 98 of 152 posses for 1 887 yards ond 22 luchdowns 0 juni. 


| RARIDON, Sco OL 67,285 ‘Mason Ciy, IA ‘Mason City 
CGotorade lowa Payer of the Yeor ¢ AllSiole # Hod 0 receplins for 432 yrds and five louchdowns oso | 
senior ight end @ Nineteen of 23 tic down receptions went or ist downs. | 


RICHARDSON, Mike DB. 6-1, 180, Warner Robins, GA, Warner Robins 
‘Aso senior, had 15 receptions for 180 yords @ Hod 361 yords rushing ond nine touchdowns an 70 caries, 
espite ising fur goes. 


| RYAN, Jomie OL 65,285 Tomoqua, PA Marion Catholic 
Floyed in only four games oa serio de lo Hood doin his neck @ As‘ junior dfesive oe, hod 110 | 
| teks ond 17 quartrbock socks @ Three year ffesive ond defensive stor. | 


SANTUCC Don DL 65,250 Chicago Si Pick 

‘Aleogue # As o senior, had 50 tackles, 15 toc for los ond nine quarterbock sacks # Averaged 15 
| yords per reception at fight end 4 Sorted on offense and defense as a junior # Had 25 receptions ond eight 
touchdowns @ Mode 60 lols ond 10 quonerbock socks 


| SCHICCATANO, Note RB 4-3, 220 Codd Township, PA ‘Southern Columbia 
Helped team to bock-orback soe chomponship games in 2000 and 2001 ¢ Hod 1,000 yords rushing and 
2} touchdowns 2.0 senior @ Aso juror hod 1,380 yerds rushing and 22 touchdowns # Had 16 recephons 
| for 300 yard ond fur touchdowns 


| STOVALL, Mourice WR 65,205 Philodelphia, PA Archbishop Carrell 
USA Tedoy AllAmaricon # Rarked No. 22 player nationally by Chicago SunTines # league Co: 
Flyer ofthe Yeor @ As senior, hod 31 receptions for 743 yords and nine touchdowns # Relrned 
four puns ond five of 11 inlercaplons fr uchdowns @ Hd SO carer reception for 1,176 yrds and | 
15 touchdowns. 
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it was a good sign for Notre Dame fans. 
They are getting pretty antsy themselves 
these days. 

“The thing | think is consistent and 
exciting is the passion that this community 
— the university community — has for its 
football program,” Willingham said. “You 
love that. You love to be a part of some- 
thing that has a great love for its existence 
... Already, it’s all been memorable. 

“How can it not be to be at one of the 
finest academic institutions in the country 
as well as the most prestigious football 
program in the country? How can it not 
be memorable? What day isn’t?” 

Willingham’s first day certainly was, for 
him and the university that employs him. 
Notre Dame had never had an African- 
American head coach in any sport, and 
now it had hired one to lead the univer- 
sity’s marquee program. The historic news 
that broke New Year's Day created such 
a stir around college football that it almost. 
quieted the buzz surrounding George 
O'Leary o'lyin’ on his resume, which 
opened the door again for Willingham. 

Nonetheless, Willingham cautiously 
acknowledged the social significance of 
the ground he was breaking, but stopped 
short of saying the door had swung open 
for every qualified young, aspiring black 
head football coach. 

He realizes that for as much good as 
a black coach at Notre Dame can do to 
bring about change by going 10-2, he can 
do just as much for the status quo by 
going 5-7. Truth is, not even Willingham 
has a handle on which record Notre Dame 
leans toward. 

The Irish and their coach remain too 
close to the getting-to-know-you stage 
even to say they have yet reached the 
going-to-beat-Maryland level. 

Suffice to say the quarterback option and 
off-tackle-till-the-tailback-is-dizzy is out in 
Willingham’s offense. The pro-style, stretch- 
the-field, move-the-chains offense is in. 

Sixteen starters return from a team 
that underachieved but was rarely over- 
matched physically. That's the good news. 

The bad news? Most of Notre Dame's 
problems facing Willingham might be 
above the shoulders, especially on 
offense, where most of the unit that 
ranked 114th nationally returns, 

Installing a scheme is one thing; 
repairing a psyche is another. 

The Irish, led most of the season by 
returning quarterback Carlyle Holiday, 
scored just 19 points per game and threw 
for only 102 yards. By comparison, Will- 
ingham’s Stanford team averaged 37 


JUNIOR CORNERBACK VONTEZ DUFF 
INTERCEPTED THREE PASSES AND RAN BACK 
A KICK 96 YARDS FOR A SCORE LAST SEASON. 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 


points and 248 passing yards. 

That by itself should make the quarter- 
back competition between Holiday and 
classmate Matt LoVecchio, 

Holiday, Lovecchio and Jared Clark 
were given an equal shot to compete for 
the job in the spring, and Willingham said 
he might wait until Aug. 30 — 24 hours 
before opening in the Kickoff Classic 
against Maryland — to name his starter. 
Clark, however, bowed out, moving to 
tight end in the spring. 

“Every job is open,” Willingham said. 
“IF you're a great player, your goal is to be 
greater. You're not intimidated, you're not 
bothered by challenges to your position. 

“So for every great player on our team, 
they welcome the challenge. Does that 
mean some guys who have done very well 
for you are going to be kicked to the curb? 
No. Competition at any level is about being 
the best. They should welcome the chal- 
lenge to be absolutely the best they can be. 
That's what it's all about. They should be 
excited. And if you're not, you've missed 
the boat on what college athletics and com- 
petition at any level is all about.” 

Rhetoric aside, safely assume the 
offensive line will include All-American 


candidate Jeff Faine at center, who has 
started 23 consecutive games. The guards 
are seniors Jordan Black and Sean Mahan. 
And at tackles, Brennan Curtin and possi- 
bly highly touted Mark LeVoir, a con- 
verted tight end, will win starting jobs. 

The tight end, who should stay a little 
busier in Willingham’s offense, figures to 
be Gary Godsey while the most danger- 
ous returning receivers are Amaz Battle, 
Lorenzo Crawford and maybe incoming 
freshman Maurice Stovall. 

“My approach will be to introduce the 
offense,” new coordinator Bill Diedrick 
said, “and let it grow.” 

Depending on who grows quickest in 
the new system, the bulk of the ball-carrying 
duties will be split between senior Julius 
Jones, whose production hasn't matched his 
potential since his freshman year, and 
promising sophomore Ryan Grant. 

The fullback, a glorified guard in the 
backfield in recent years for Notre Dame, 
again will be Tom Lopienski, though per- 
haps in a less-limiting role. 

“It's a different system,” Willingham 
said, vaguely, “and there are different 
coaches presenting it.” 

Not all of the coaches are new, how- 
ever. Lone holdover assistant Greg Matti- 
son, the coordinator of the country's 
14th-best defense last season, stayed to 
coach the Irish defensive line. Mattison 
relinquished coordinator duties to Kent 
Baer, who did the same at Stanford, but 
more important for Notre Dame, nine of 
the top 12 tacklers return. 

That includes senior cornerback Shane 
Walton, the most proven player on the 
defense, and senior linebacker Courtney 
Watson, who could find the football in the 


THE BEST, AnD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


LB Courtney Watson 
Emerging Star 
CB/KR Vontez Duff 
Top Newcomer 
WR Maurice Stovall 


dark, They lead an Irish unit custom-built 
by Davie to emphasize speed over size. 
The 4-3 scheme will feature Darrell 
Campbell and Cedric Hilliard on the inside 
with Kyle Budinscak, a budding star, and 
Ryan Roberts at the end slots. Joining 
Watson in chase will be either Carlos 
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OTRE DAM 
IRISH SPRING ROSTER 


& 
* 
* 
3 
& 
& BS 
s or 
& Cas 
Se BS 
SS BS 
& RES 
| & os 
= GC & 
i as 
x z & 
& aes 
| F oF 
s zB & 
3 re + 
is cas 
Se _& 
& 
OG/SNSe BS 
s & & 
= es 
¥ = + 
& ES 
¥ Bs 
% Ss & 
ws me F 
eos ss 
c & os 
Ca Pk 
zs ws 
Bok we 
BS a & 
a & Cae 
EF a & 
P s Ca 
NGS G@ 
~ 7 Gate Haidoy cas BS 
P bondage BS 
15. Freon lsken Gk BS 
80 Oror kins Rook G1 MA Dok ese ond dh det tied edomge | 
2002 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 
| 8 Corby Holiday, 4° /Mat LoVecchio, | DE _Ryon Roberts, §r/Jason Sapp, So 
TB Julius Jones, Se*/Ryan Gront, So NT 
FB Tom Lopienski, Sr*/Mike McNair, Sr_ | D | 
WR Carlos Campbel, So/Ronnie Redamer, Jr | DE Kyle Budinscak, [Carls Firre-Anioine, Sr 
FL Amaz Batlle, Sr/ Omar Jenkins, Jr 1B Courtney Watson, Sr*/Brandon Hoyte, So = 
TE Gory Godsey, S+/Mait Root, So | 1B Mike Goolsby, Jr/Corey Mays, So | 
RT Brennan Curtin, Sr*/Don Stevenson, Fr | OB Derek Curry, Je/Jerome Calins, 7 mY | 
RG Sean Mahan, Se" ‘Ryan Scarola, Sr | a Shane Walton, Se*/Joson Becksirom, Sr 
C Jeff Faine, Sr*/Zach Giles, So FS Glenn Earl, Sr/Donald Dykes, Sr” 
Mark LeVeir, So/Jim Molinaro, Sr | | SS Gerome Sopp, S/Abe Elam, Je 
~ Jordan Black, Se*/Ryan Gillis, Se | CB Ventez Duff, k*/Quentin Burrell, So 
P Joey Hildbold, Jet | | “Nicholas Sette, Je* - 


SPRING UPDATE 


e Notre Dame quarterback race 
| took shape in the spring when 
contender Jared Clark, a junior 
with the strongest arm of the three candi- 
dates, decided to try tight end. 

Clark, at 6-4 and 220, didn’t want to 
spend another season watching from the 
sidelines. 

“Tl have more fun at tight end,” Clark 
says. “Running around hitting people, 
catching balls, having fun playing football. 
Maybe | thought about things too much at 
quarterback. Now, I can just play football.” 

He will start the season as one of the 
backups to Gary Godsey. 

Retuming starter Carlyle Holiday held 
a slight edge over Matt LoVecchio at the 
end of spring drills, but don’t rule out true 
freshman Chris Olsen, the type of pure 
dropback passer coach Tyrone Willingham 
used at Stanford. 

With Clark's move to tight end, Notre 
Dame could have four players on the field 
at the same time who have taken a snap for 
the Irish: The quarterback, Clark and God- 
sey as tight ends, and flanker Arnaz Battle. 
Imagine the possible flea-flickers. 

* Fullback Mike McNair was once con- 
sidered one of the top recruits in the coun- 
try coming out of high school. But in his 
four seasons at Notre Dame, McNair has 
carried the ball five times for 15 yards. 

In the spring, he said he felt more com- 
fortable in Willingham’s offense than he 
had since high school. 

“T'm getting better every day," McNair 
said. “When the season comes, we're going 
to be ready to roll. I'm working on every- 
thing to get better at it, and blocking is one 
of those things. You just have to do it con- 
stantly to get better. | think I've improved.” 

¢ Willingham said, “The option will 
not be a major staple of our offense ... 
but, you want to make sure a defense has 
to defend all parts of the field.” He then 
went on to say that opposing defenses 
better still prepare for it. “You want just 
enough of it in to keep people honest and 
make them be respectful from a defensive 
standpoint.” 

* Three members of the Irish team, and 
one former ND player, were accused of rape 
by a Notre Dame student last spring. The 
saga gave Willingham his first major distrac- 
tion in South Bend. He vowed to let justice 
tun its course. 
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THE IRISH, LED MOST OF THE SEASON BY 
RETURNING QB CARLYLE HOLIDAY, SCORED 
JUST 19 POINTS PER GAME IN 2001. 


PHOTO BY JOE ROBBINS 


Pierre-Antoine or Mike Goolsby at the 
other inside linebacker spot and probably 
Derek Curry at outside. 

Besides Walton, the secondary 
expects big years from veterans Donald 
Dykes and Gerome Sapp at safeties and 
junior cornerback Vontez Duff, who inter- 
cepted three passes and ran back a kick 
96 yards for a score last season. 

The Irish lack a star on defense, but 
Willingham stresses the whole can be of 
greater value than the sum of its parts. 

“I think you want great attitude on 
defense, you want great execution on 
defense,” Willingham said. “I think you 
want both of those. | think you almost want 
both of those in every area. So to say you 
just want to concentrate on fundamentals, 
yes, that’s important, but all of the other 
things are also equally important.” 

On a team that plays six road games 
under a first-year head coach, everything's 
important. 

Willingham joked on the day he was 
hired about how he used to sneak out of 
church early on Sundays while growing up 


NOTRE DAME 


QBs Figure to Compete until Kickoff 


s far as first impressions go, this 

was like having a piece of spinach 

stuck in your teeth when meeting 
the homecoming queen. 

The first and only time Tyrone Will- 
Re rpsinerat Wane dees 
lege football game at quarterback, in 
person, Holiday completed just one of 16 
passes. 

Six percent. 

“We haven't really talked about last 
year,” Holiday said. “We know how we 
finished (114th in scoring offense) and 
we're going to try to build on it.” 

But will Holiday be the guy Willing: 
ham wants to build around in his first 
season holding the blueprints for Notre 
Dame football? 

He gave himself an Aug. 30 deadline 
— the eve of the season-opener against 
Maryland, and viewed spring practice 
more as a laboratory than a proving 
ground, 

That shoul be good sews too 
day, who has better all-around fools than 
he showed Willingham in that awtul loss 
in Stanford Stadium last November. He 
may be a better athlete than Matt LoVec- 


to go watch the Notre Dame replay on TV. 
He didn’t add that he might need to 
spend extra time in church these days to 
get this team ready for prime time. 
Quarterback is a question mark, the 


XCITEMENT OVER 
NOTRE DAME 
FOOTBALL HASN'T 


BEEN THIS HIGH SINCE THE 
LITTLE MAN IN GLASSES 
WALKED THE SIDELINES. 


Pass rush is a misnomer, and the strength 
of the team is its punter (Joey Hildbold) 
and kicker (Nicholas Setta). 

BCS or bust, as some fans suggest? 

It won't be easy. But if Willingham 
wanted easy, he might have stayed at 
a place where he went 5-6 twice, 3-8 
once and was considered a visionary. 


chio, but the best decision-maker will 
play. 

“This offense requires you to be 
smart,” Holiday said, “You need to know 
what you're doing.” 

New Jersey native LoVecchio, the 
sfarter in OO when ND went to the Fiesta 
Bowl, hopes Willingham has an East- 
Coast bias in picking a leader of his West 
Coast attack. His best assets include poise 
and precision. 

“With a new system, you have to 
take it one practice at a time, one repeti- 
fion at a time,” LoVecchio said. 

Neither Holiday nor LoVecchio will 
have to share repetitions with Jared 
Clark, who will take his fiery attitude to 
tight end and try to unseat projected 
starter Gary Godsey, also a former QB. 

Clark (6-4, 228) adds a different 
dimension to the position, faster, more 
athletic. He's more likely fo see the field, 
and offen, at his new position in Notre 
Dame's new pro-style offense. 

Clark wil also be out of the over- 
whelming glare that that has narrowed to 
Holiday and LoVecchio. Whoever is over- 
whelmed the least will play the most. a 


“Anytime you're working with young 
People you want them to reach up and 
become the best they can be, in whatever 
they do, in the classroom and the football 
field,” Willingham said when asked about 
the challenges of coaching at Notre Dame. 

“Regardless of what's at stake, we 
have the opportunity to showcase the kind 
of young people they are and kind of tal- 
ent they have. It shouldn't matter if they're 
playing a game in front of two people 
watching on the practice field.” 

Oh, rest assured, more than two peo- 
ple will be watching Notre Dame practice, 
play, eat, sleep and drink. This program 
hasn't had fun for awhile. It hasn’t won a 
bowl game since the 1993 season. 

Notre Dame Nation will not only be 
watching, but waiting. 

No need to look at your watch, 
Coach. But welcome to the neighborhood. 
That noise you hear is the clock ticking. 

— David Haugh 


For more coverage of the Fighting 
Irish, visit http://notredame.rivals.com 
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RECLAIMING THE 


LONE STAR 3 /A\- 


You probably don’t know Pat Green. 

Texans prefer it that way. He is all theirs. 

On a humid fall night last October, 5,000 Texans packed into 
the patio area of a local restaurant in Austin to listen to the 29- 
year-old native singer-songwriter. The only crowd bigger that day 
gathered across town to watch Texas 


BY DENNIS DODD 


Three of the nation’s top eight players rated by recruiting ser- 
vice PrepStar are Texans going to Texas. 
“People on the outside call it boastful; we call it pride,” said 
Texas coaching legend Darrell Royal. 
“The Lone Star State does mean something to people. | know 
students here hear more about the state 


play Colorado. 


of Texas in junior high and high school 


Don’t miss the connection. Green has 
seen more of Big 12 campuses than half 
the league’s coaches. He was born in San 
Antonio, raised in Waco, college edu- 
cated in Lubbock and lives in Austin. 

If he were any more Texan, he’d be in 
Mack Brown’s backfield. 

“I take the corner as fast as | can go,” 
is not just Green's lyric from “Who's To 
Say.” 

It's a line that could be shared with 
Texas sophomore sensation Cedric Ben- 
son. Or blue-chip running back recruit 
Selvin Young. 

“We got our own style down here,” 
Young said. “Our own style of football. 

A lot of football people don’t understand 
that style. We do things different down 
here.” 

Whether it’s frat-boy country or foot- 
ball, the state of Texas is not just about 


Across state lines 

No school crashes Texas like nearby Oklahoma. 
Here is a quality six-pack of Sooners who crossed 
over to the other side: 


Player Pos. Yr. Hometown 
Mark Clayton WR So. — Arlington 
Brandon Everage DB Jr. Granger 
Quentin Griffin RB Sr. Aldine 
Tommie Harris DT So Killeen 
Derrick Strait DB Jr. Austin 
Jimmy Wilkerson, DE Jr. Omaha 
Lone Star interlopers 


Five non-Big 12 schools that have been able to 
make some hay recently in Texas (current players 
in parentheses): 

Arizona (RB Clarence Farmer, DB Michael Jolivette) 
Arkansas (DB Lawrence Richardson, RB Fred Talley) 
Florida State (0G Montrae Holland, DE Kevin Emanuel) 
Notre Dame (DB Gerome Sapp, DB Vontez Duff) 


than in Oklahoma or in other states.” 

This is why the Big 12 was formed 
seven years ago, to lasso a demo- 
graphic that reaches from south Texas 
to lowa. The combined televisions in 
that region represent a fifth of the view- 
ing public. 

If Great Plains kids are raised on 
a constant dose of Big 12, the thinking 
is they would want to go to school at 
those schools. 

And since Texas is the largest, rich- 
est, most successful school in the con- 
ference — if not the country — it’s 
logical that sooner or later the Long- 
horns would get their share. 

It’s not just UT. If the top recruits 
don't go to Texas, they usually go to 
Texas A&M. Together the schools have 
accounted for five of the six Big 12 
South titles and two of the six confer- 


borders. It’s more like a state of mind. 


Purdue (RB Montrell Lowe, LB Landon Johnson) 


ence titles. 


There is no state where the popula- 
tion is more rabid about where it lives 
than the Lone Star State. Not Ohio. Not Michigan. Not Florida. 

In Texas, the emotional ties are made early. In recent history, they 
have been proudly displayed on national signing day. 

This revival might have happened sooner if super recruits 
such as David Boston (Ohio State), Drew Brees (Purdue), David 
Givens and Grant Irons (both Notre Dame) hadin’t snuck through 
the fence, bolted Texas and left the conference entirely. 

But, now, Texas is back. 

With the Longhorns having wrapped up their second recruit- 
ing national championship in four years, it's become obvious that 
those emotional ties have never been stronger. Half of the Dallas 
Morning News top 100 players in the state stayed at home, and a 
bunch of those signed with Texas. 


One of the best recruiting pastimes 

is watching Texas and Oklahoma go at 

it, Maybe it started when Royal grew up six miles from the Texas 
border in Hollis, Okla., only to become a Longhorns icon. 

It continued last year when Oklahoma plucked defensive line- 
man Tommie Harris out of Killeen, Texas. Harris became a Fresh- 
man All-American. 

“It's more than back,” Royal said of the rise of Texas. “It’s 
because we're all in the Big 12. That has a lot to do with the 
increased recruiting power of Texas, Texas A&M and Texas 
Tech.” 

It wasn’t always that way in the past 15 years. The old South- 
west Conference gained its national prominence partially because 
all but one of the schools were in the state of Texas. There was 
enough talent to go around and kids grew up dreaming of stay- 
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ing home and playing in 
the SWC. 

NCAA scandal and 
Arkansas’ defection to the 
SEC broke up the SWC, leav- = 
ing the Texas schools fragmented. 

The SWC disbanded after the 1995 
season, Texas, Texas Tech, Baylor and 
Texas A&M found a home in the 

Big 12. 

It's taken this long for the old ways to 
become the new ways. 

No doubt that the Longhorns have landed the nation’s best 
class — again. For example, the top player in Texas’ class is 
Houston quarterback Vincent Young, considered the best at his 
Position in the country by some recruiting services. 

He won't enroll until the fall when it's certain that senior Chris 
Simms will have a firm grasp of the job. But part of the spring 
was spent running some option, seemingly in preparation for the 
multi-talented Young. 

Brown is so deep in talent that he is openly telling recruits 
that if they don't come to Texas, they should stay in-state at 
another Texas school. 

“Everybody | ever talked to, from other schools around Texas 
would say, ‘Man, what's the difference between us and some- 
body from Miami?’” Young said. 

“It’s our style. We're country; we're rougher and tougher. 

It's like an unspoken bond with Texas players. If you're some- 
where from Texas, you want to be in Texas and be about Texas. 
It's not just the University of Texas, it's all over Texas.” 

“It's a good recruiting year for all coaches in the state,” 
Austin-based recruiting expert Jeremy Crabtree said. “That's one 
recruiting anthem we haven't heard in four or five years. There 
probably isn't another state out there at this point where the 
majority of players stay at home.” 

There is actual pressure for Texas players to stay in-state. 

A few years ago, Missouri thought it had a coup in getting a ver- 
bal commitment from Galveston star Casey Hampton. A week 
later, someone brought Hampton to his senses. He de-commit- 
ted and went to Texas where he became a two-time All-Ameri- 
can and a first-round draft pick of the Pittsburgh Steelers. 

Don’t forget that Dennis Franchione leaned on Texas talent to 
win 10 games with the Horned Frogs two years ago. There is no 
doubt that first-year SMU coach Phil Bennett, a native Texan, can 


stay in 
the Dallas 

Metroplex and recruit 
enough talent to win a WAC title. 

“It’s a cult,” said recruiting analyst Rick Kimbrel. 

“It has something to do with how they feel about their state. 
People brought up in Texas believe everything is bigger and bet- 
ter in Texas.” 

It is reflected on Saturday afternoons. 

It took a charismatic coach from Tennessee who played at 
Florida State to seal off the borders. Brown says his best recruiting 
job was when he arrived in December 1997. The next month was 
spent talking Ricky Williams out of turning pro the year before he 
won the Heisman Trophy in 1998, 

This year alone Brown landed the best quarterback, running 
back, defensive lineman and offensive lineman in the state. Add 
that to a roster that came within a field goal of a berth in the Rose 
Bowl. 

The tag “Mr. February,” is both a salute to Brown’s recruiting 
prowess and a swipe at his lack of a conference championship. 

“It always amazed me when they said, ‘Boy they really recruit 
well so they can’t coach well,’” Brown said. “I kind of thought 
that was part of the deal.” 

With the loss of Steve Spurrier and down years by Bill Snyder 
and Bobby Bowden, Brown is the only existing I-A coach to have 
won at least nine games each of the past six years. 

Or as another Austin resident might put it, taking the corner 
as fast as he can. 
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RECRUITING 


By Allen Wallace 
SuperPrep 


Previous seven-year rank (5, 4, 1, 10, 7, 12, 20) 

The better Mack Brown recruits, the higher the expectations. Brown 
continues to heap pressure on himself and has laid it on thick with his 
second No. 1 class in four years. 

With defensive linemen such as Larry Dibbles, Brian Pickryl, 
Marco Martin, Chase Pittman and Rodrique Wright, you have to 
wonder how there will be anything left to do for linebackers Aaron 
Harris and Garnet Smith. 

Brown signed 15 SuperPrep All-Americans, six of the top 11 in- 
staters and some major talent from out of state, including Illinois WR 
Marquis Johnson, Arizona OL Lyle Sendlein and Colorado lineman 
Kasey Studdard. 

The signing of QB Vincent Young, SuperPrep’s National Player of 
the Year, nailed down the top spot for Brown. If there’s a weakness to this 
class, it's probably at defensive back, but last year Texas signed the 
nation’s fifth-best secondary class ... so not much to worry about there, 
either. 


7? 


Previous seven-year rank (9, 7, 11, 30, 13, 18, 16) 

These guys are faster than anybody and a good argument can be 
made that this is actually the nation’s top class. 

Four members of SuperPrep’s Elite 50 team signed with Larry 
Coker, including SuperPrep’s No. 1 Florida prospect, Devin Hester, who 
will begin as a jet-like receiver for the ‘Canes, and imposing 6-4 WR 
Ryan Moore. 

The Longhorns couldn't keep everyone in-state, and Miami swooped 
in to steal amazing 260-pound TE Eric Winston. Miami dipped into 
California again for another athletic QB, Marc Guillon, who will compete 
with Florida transfer Brock Berlin, the prep wonderboy from the class of 
2000, after Ken Dorsey finishes his eligibility in 2002. 

But most of this class is from Florida. Why go anywhere else unless 
absolutely necessary? Which is exactly what the ‘Canes did while landing 
16 SuperPrep All-Americans. 
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Previous seven-year rank (15, 8, 2, 13, 16, 2, 28) 

Although Jim Tressel's first complete recruiting effort focused 
intensely on Ohio prospects (18), some of his finest victories came from 
out of state: TE R.J. Coleman (W.Va.), WR Santonio Holmes (Fia.) 
and Baltimore LB Stan White, Jr., in particular. 

But nobody was more important for Tressel than in-state LB Mike 
D'Andrea, who ended a prolonged recruiting battle in mid-January by 
deciding for the Buckeyes over Nebraska. Many of Tressel’s other 
superior signings committed much earlier, including QB Justin Zwick 
and SuperPrep Elite 50 pick, Maurice Clarett, who enrolled in January. 

SuperPrep’s No. 1 Canadian prospect, DB Michael Roberts, was 
also available for spring ball and is one of five defensive backs coming 


aboard, addressing a need area for the Bucks. 
Ten of the 25 signees are set for either the offensive or defensive line. 


@: 


Previous seven-year rank (1, 3, 15, 4, 1, 3, 2) 

Once again, Bobby Bowden pulled off the ol’ amazing-at-the-end 
routine. 

LB Buster Davis signed late over Nebraska; RB Lorenzo Booker 
juked the Irish on signing day; DB Pat Watkins nixed Southern Califor- 
nia; DE Chris Bradwell had a talk with his mom and moved FSU in front 
of Georgia on signing day; ATH Leon Washington turned down Lou 
Holtz at the last second; LB Sam McGrew refused to go with the Gators; 
WR Chris Davis committed just before signing day; North Carolina LB 
A.J. Nicholson eliminated the Tar Heels and Tennessee at the end. 

You get the picture. 

FSU landed 14 SuperPrep All-Americans, five Elite 50 choices (four 
in the top 25) and six of the top 16 in Florida. WR Chauncey Stovall is 
SuperPrep’s No. 1 JC prospect in the country. Dishon Platt is Super- 
Prep’s No. 1 WR. 


*» 


Previous seven-year rank (12, 2, 12, 8, 8, 8, 18) 

You know the Vols have serious selling power when they can go all 
the way to Hawaii to sign DE Jonathan Mapu over Washington, BYU 
and Nebraska. Mapu is one of eight defensive linemen, a fabulous group 
that also includes SuperPrep All-Americans David Ligon and Parys 
Haralson. 

Phillip Fulmer addressed needs by signing four players who enrolled 
in January: DB Gibril Wilson, TE Leon Pinky and DE Mondre Dicker- 
son are all SuperPrep JUCO 100 picks and DB Jason Allen is one of 
a whopping 16 high school All-Americans who are part of this effort. 

In-state Elite 50 RB Gerald Riggs waffled for a while, but stuck with 
his commit. James Wilhoit, who booted a 58-yard field goal as a senior, 
is one of the two best kickers in the nation. 

Most of Fulmer’s highest profile signees are from out-of-state, 
including Indiana QB James Banks and a trio from North Carolina — 
TE Aaron Kirkland, OL Brandon Jeffries and LB Omar Gaither. 


Gi UCLA 


Previous seven-year rank (10, 24, 6, 1, 29, 25, 17) 

Bob Toledo built this class early with commitments from players like 
Marcedes Lewis. 

Yet one of the year's more shocking decisions came from Virginia 
linebacker Justin London, who spumed Virginia Tech for the Bruins in 
the final week. UCLA fans immediately thought of Virginia transplant 
Kenny Easley, their amazing All-American free safety from 1977-80. 

Throw in the rest of the Bruin LB signees — Wesley Walker, Xavier 
Burgess, Kirby Joseph and JC transfer Patrick Pierre-Louis — and 
you have quite a contingent. 

Toledo also needed to bolster his secondary and the addition of 
‘SuperPrep Elite 50 pick Mike Nixon, as well as Eric McNeal, Jebaius 


Tennessee 


BRUIN 


— 
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Brown, Idris Moss, Jarrad Page and Joe Garcia really filled the bill. 

UCLA also might have found an upgrade at quarterback in under- 
regarded Matt Moore, the SuperPrep Farwest Offensive Player of the 
Year, or Drew Olson, 


Previous seven-year rank (19, 11, 14, 16, 15, 5, 9) 

The “Poly Four’ kept Pete Carroll at the office all night on the eve of 
signing day. It was worth the wait. 

He learned that RB Hershel Dennis finally said no to Oregon and 
OL Winston Justice decided against UCLA. It had been back and forth 
with those two, but DB Darnell Bing and DL Manuel Wright had never 
wavered. 

In all, Carroll signed six SyperPrep Elite 50 team members — the 
Poly Four, as well as Minnesota TE Dominique Byrd and California CB 
Justin Wyatt — more than any other school. 

In addition to Byrd, USC got OL Kyle Williams from Texas and 
Florida WR Mike Williams, followed by Florida DB Mike Ross. Southern 
Cal hasn't recruited this well out-of-state since SuperPrep began publish- 
ing in 1985. A total of 11 in-state SuperPrep All-Americans chose the 
Trojans, including DL Fred Matua and punter Tom Malone, who looked 
fantastic in spring practice. 


er [s Oklahoma 


Previous seven-year rank (6, 19, 36, 20, 24, 32, 37) 

The Sooners have long relied on the Texas pipeline, but this year 
might go down as the year Californians made the difference. 

National champion City College of San Francisco sent star lineback- 
ers Pasha Jackson and Lance Mitchell (both ranked by SuperPrep 
among the top 16 JC prospects in the nation) to Oklahoma. Bob Stoops 
also did a great job recruiting Fresno DB Aaron Miller (13 interceptions 
in two years) away from UCLA and USC, 

Colorado sent SuperPrep Elite 50 pick Zach Latimer, who will team 
with Florida All-America Davin Joseph, another Elite 50 pick, Larry 
Birdine and Calvin Thibodeaux on the defensive line. WR Jejuan 
Rankins, from North Carolina, and Missouri LB Wayne Chambers, add 
some more well-regarded nationality to this effort 

As usual, Texas proved to be another Sooner launch pad with OL 
Jeff Lebby, WRs DaBryan Blanton and Travis Wilson and QB Noah 
Allen leading the way among nine Lone Star expatriates. 


<5 Ze Virginia | 


Previous seven-year rank (33, 36, 22, 32, 16, 43, 46) 

Virginia’s haul contains six in-state SuperPrep All-Americans, 
including the state's top two linebackers — Ahmad Brooks, the Super- 
Prep Mid-Atlantic Defensive Player of the Year, and Kai Parham. 

Although QB Marcus Vick decided to follow his brother to Virginia 
Tech, the Cavs still walked away with an All-American signal caller in 
Anthony Martinez. Al Groh’s new secondary should be fantastic and will 
be led by All-Americans Stefan Orange, Marcus Hamilton and Lance 
Evans, as well as all-regional pick Willie Davis from North Carolina, 

Running back is also a strong area with All-Americans — in-stater 
Michael Johnson and Wali Lundy from New Jersey. Throw in six OLs 
and DL Kwakou Robinson, who along with Brooks was named to 


SuperPrep’s Elite 50 team, and you have proof that Groh, an ex-NFL 
coach, knows how to play this college game. 


=cies] 10 Michigan 


Previous seven-year rank (3, 13, 4, 2, 4, 7, 7) 

The key to this year's class could be California quarterback Matt 
Gutierrez, 

Being from the nation’s best prep program — Concord De La Salle, 
which is on a 125-game winning streak — Gutierrez knows more about 
winning than any other prep signal caller. He's poise personified, 

Nine of SuperPrep’s top 28 Midwest prospects and 20 from in-state 
signed with Lloyd Carr, led by DB Greg Cooper, RB Darnell Hood and 
WR Carl Tabb. This Wolverine crew is solid and balanced, with typical 
size in the offensive line as well as the skill positions. 

Although Carr couldn't keep WR Maurice Stovall out of the hands of 
Notre Dame, he did land SuperPrep's Northeast Player of the Year — 
speedy Steve Breaston from Pittsburgh, and he could be just as good, 

Look for ND de-commit Jeremy Van Alstyne to end up battling it out 
in the defensive trenches along with mammoth 335-pound Gabe 
Watson, Larry Harrison and Rondell Biggs. 


> + 


Previous seven-year rank (48, 16, UR, 21, 5, 9, 10) 

Over the years, the formula for Buff recruiting success has hinged on 
bringing in prospects from Colorado, California and Texas. Of the 28 
preps who signed with Gary Bamett, 23 are from one of those states and 
a whopping 10 are from Texas. 

Four played ball in Houston and two of those are SuperPrep All- 
Americans; DB Donald Burgs and WR Anthony Wright. California sent 
over All-American receiver Blake Mackey and well-regarded DB Tyrone 
Henderson, 

Although Barnett couldn't keep a couple of in-state stars — DE Zach 
Latimer (Oklahoma) and DL Kasey Studdard (Texas) — from heading out, 
he signed four SuperPrep Colorado All-Americans: WR Tyler Littlehales, 
OL Jack Tipton, LB Chris Hollis and DB J.J. Billingsley. 

Wisconsin running back Brian Calhoun was a major coup for the 
Buffs. 


SHEE penn stato | 


Previous seven-year rank (21, 6, 30, 11, 2, 1, 6) 

The Nittany Lions rebounded nicely from a poor start last season, 
and that success continued through the recruiting season as Joe Paterno 
signed nine SuperPrep All-Americas, including Elite 50 choice Tamba 
Hali, a defensive lineman. 

On the downside, this class lacks a QB and a superlative tailback, 
which was an area of need (Virginia RB Thomas Clayton chose Florida 
State). Clayton probably would have loved running behind the best 
blocking fullback we've ever seen, Brandon Snow. 

This class is filled with terrific line prospects led by All-Americans 
Mark Farris, Chris Auletta and Brian Borgoyn. Defensively, Levi 
Brown and Jason Alford lead the charge. 

In-state athlete Jim Kanuch and receiver Josh Hannum (Notre 
Dame de-commit) are also important parts of this class, which came 
together for JoePa much later than usual, just like last season's team. 
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Previous seven-year rank (26, 39, 32, 28, 17, 19, 29) 

Lou Holtz put together the best South Carolina class SuperPrep has 
ever seen. 

Seven SuperPrep All-Americans are headlined by the No. 1 in-state 
prospect, LB Ricardo Hurley. Another Elite 50 pick, WR Troy 
Williamson, will team with Charles Ben and D'Von Hill as the fortunate 
beneficiaries of QB Aryhel Freeman's All-American talent. 

The Gamecocks signed six of the top seven prospects in-state and 10 
of the top 16. Six other signees from Georgia give impressive depth to this 
class and Ohio RB Regis Edgerson adds even more offensive firepower. 

Holtz also excelled in scouring the JC ranks, signing LB Darel Slay, 
DE Randy Jackson, both high-ranking SuperPrep JUCO 100 picks. 


GS 14 | Georgia 


Previous seven-year rank (24, 42, 10, 5, 33, 17, 22) 

With Georgia Tech in the middle of its unexpected coaching transi- 
tion, the gate was wide open for the ‘Dawgs to go strolling through the 
state, and Mark Richt signed five of the state's top eight prospects: 

DL Kedric Golston (a SuperPrep Elite 50 pick), DE Marcus Jackson, 
DB DeMario Minter, OL Bartley Miller and RB Michael Cooper. 

Atotal of 22 Georgians decided to play for Richt, 14 of whom 
received SuperPrep honors. This was a fast-finishing effort, with Golston, 
Jackson and Elite 50 choice OL Max Jean-Gilles from Florida keeping 
‘Dawg fans in suspense until the final days. Jean-Gilles was a big, 
unexpected loss for Miami 

Richt was also successful in Texas (DL Dale Dixson), North 
Carolina (WR Mario Raley and OL Daniel Inman who de-committed 
from ECU) and nailed another promising Floridian, RB Reshard Dudley. 

The backbone of this class are the incredible OLs and DLs — 13 
in all 
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Previous seven-year rank (4, 21, 42, 35, 21, 31, 23) 

Rick Neuheisel reeled in some amazing talent, including California 
OL Stanley Daniels (a Nebraska de-commit) and Arizona OL Clay 
Walker, who resisted UCLA in what he described as the “toughest 
decision of my life.” 

While California RBs Lorenzo Booker (Florida State) and Hershel 
Dennis (USC) received the bulk of publicity, Neuheisel believes he 
grabbed the golden plum in Kenny James, another SuperPrep All- 
America who racked up 96 TDs in the past two years. 

It was not a good year for Washington talent, but Neuheisel did 
manage to grab the state's top recruit, QB Isaiah Stanback, a Super- 
Prep Elite 50 pick, and two other All-Americans — RB Shelton Samp- 
son (UCLA de-commit) and WR Nathaniel Robinson (great quickness, 
terrific hoops prospect). 
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Previous seven-year rank (27, 17, 27, 39, 20, 22, 5) 
Begin with SuperPrep Elite 50 receiver Ben Obomanu, who is 


Auburn 


joined by three other in-state All-Americans: ATH Montavis Pitts, 
QB Brandon Cox and DL Ben Grubbs. 

This large class contains three January enrollees and 13 in-state 
signees. Tommy Tuberville also recruited some exceptional out-of-state 
talent, from Georgia in particular, where he won at the last minute for 
All-American offensive lineman Marcus McNeill over Tennessee and 
Georgia Tech. 

Other well-regarded Georgian's who decided to play at Jordan-Hare 
are OL Troy Reddick, TE Justin Bruce, OL Jonathan Palmer and 
LB Kevis Burnam. Mississippi OL Tim Duckworth, RB Tre Smith and 
WR Devin Aromashodu, both from Florida, give Auburn's class eight 
SuperPrep All-Americans, 

Tuberville has many weapons here, and considerable depth with 
a couple of re-signees — WR Anthony Mix and DL Antwarn Franklin. 


Clemson 


Previous seven-year rank (11, 30, 24, 26, 15, 14, 11) 

The Tigers didn’t receive much public credit for signing four of the 
state's top 10 prospects, but that's because South Carolina signed the 
other six. 

WR Kelvin Grant's late decision was a big boost for Tommy 
Bowden, Grant, the SuperPrep Mid-Atlantic Player of the Year, had 
previously indicated Georgia and South Carolina were in the lead. 

DL Cory Groover, RB Reggie Merriweather and OL Dustin Fry 
are the other in-state SuperPrep All-Americas. But the Tigers loaded up 
on mote players from Georgia (nine) than from their own state (seven), 
with the gems being athletic QB Chansi Stuckey (Florida wanted him as 
a WR) and DB Jeff Francoeur (will also play baseball) 

This Tiger group also includes three junior college transfers, two of 
whom, LBs Kelvin Mortis (No. 7) and Brandon Jamison (No. 61) were 
named to the SuperPrep JUCO 100 team. Talented WR Ty Zimmerman, 
who signed last year with Clemson, spent a year at Fork Union and has 
fe-signed. 
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Previous seven-year rank (14, 12, 8, 3, 9, 6, 1) 

Notre Dame was crushed when RB Lorenzo Booker, under a 
pressure-cooker ESPN announcement atmosphere, flipped the Irish for 
Florida State at the final second, 

So Notre Dame missed out on the running back it wanted and didn't 
really take care of needs at defensive end, linebacker or defensive back. 
Still, Tyrone Willingham took some of Bob Davie's recruits and would 
have catapulted the class into top 10 stature if not for a shaky finish. 

Willingham pulled off a nice trick by signing elite WAs Maurice 
Stovall from Pennsylvania and Rhema MeNight from California, 

Stovall is one of three Elite 50 picks who chose Notre Dame, the 
others being California OU/DL Derek Landri and Texas DL Travis Leitko. 
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Previous seven-year rank (2, 26, 9, 9, 11, 10, 31) 

The Tigers pretty much had their way with the best in-state, signing 
nine of the top 13 prospects and seven in-state SuperPrep All-Americans: 
RB Justin Vincent, DL Kyle Williams, OL Garett Wibel, RB Skyler 
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Green, DE Alonzo Manuel, LB Cameron Vaughn and QB Lester 
Ricard. 

That's quite a platform, even though Louisiana talent did not appear 
to be as strong as usual. 

Vincent was named to SuperPrep’s Elite 50 team and he'll be joined 
by SuperPrep all-regional ball carriers Jason Spadoni and Dominique 
Owens, who hails from Texas. 

This group looks fantastic on the O-line (six signees even though 
lost All-American Jay Kirkland on a de-commit to Ole Miss), which was 
an area of need. 


Devils landed three of the state's top seven: RB Randy Hill, OL Stephen 
Berg and LB Mike Talbot. California proved a successful hunting ground 
for Koetter, who lured SuperPrep All-America WR Terry Richardson 
away from USC and also signed high-profilers like RB Loren Wade and 
DL Ricky Parker. 


Previous seven-year rank (7, 15, 17, 17, 19, 4, 8) 

The Huskers lost out on several high-profile players, but still signed 
eight SuperPrep All-Americans, including the terrific prospects out of 
Omaha Central — RB David Horne and WR Mark LeFlore. They also 
brought in superior North Carolina QB Curt Dukes, who enrolled in the 
spring and who could help early, 

Keep an eye on FB/LB Grant Miller from Peabody, Mass. It looked 
like he was headed to Penn State, but the Husker weight room was too 
much of a lure. What would you expect from a youngster who can bench 
190 pounds 37 times and pulls pick-up trucks for exercise? 

‘Another intriguing recruit: WR Isaiah Fluellen from Ramstein, 
Germany. He's very fast (10.5 seconds for 100 meters, 46.7 seconds for 
400). 
The offensive line (four signees) is well-stocked as usual, led by 
SuperPrep All-American Kurt Mann. 
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Previous seven-year rank (39, 41, 44, UR, 48, 27, 26) 

This is the best Terrapin class we have ever seen. 

Ralph Friedgen went to California to land SuperPrep's No. 1 JC 
quarterback, Orlando Evans, from dominant City College of San 
Francisco. If Evans doesn't work out, Friedgen can rely on Sam 
Hollenbach from Pennsylvania or Georgia signal caller Joel Statham, 
both SuperPrep all-regional picks. 

He completed his backfield with two fine RBs: All-American Josh 
Allen and Florida all-regional pick John Humber. Three receivers 
signed on, including Allen's All-America teammate, Chris Choice. 

Last year's effort was strictly Mid-Atlantic and Northeast. Now, with 
the help of an ACC title in Friedgen’s first year, the Terps stepped out 
geographically and into the limelight with their 17 SuperPrep honorees. 


fot 

Previous seven-year rank (38, 9, 33, 15, 40, 42, 50) 

The Sun Devils more than solidified an excellent prep group with the 
addition of five SuperPrep JC 100s: TE Aaron Austin (No. 6), QB Andy 
Goodenough (No. 25, enrolled in spring), DE Ishmael Thrower (No. 
28), OL Tim Fa’aita (No, 30) and DE Matt Mason (No. 79). 

That's a major influx of mature talent, which Dirk Koetter needs to 
build his team after winning only one Pac-10 game last season. 
Although the state was raided by outsiders this season, the Sun 


Previous seven-year rank (47, 37, 38, UR, UR, 42) 

After signing two running backs like Jerious Norwood and Nick 
Turner, Mississippi State has the beginnings of a serious running game. 
The Bulldogs signed three linemen to pave the way, including SuperPrep 
All-American Richard Burch and in-state all-regional pick Monte Collins. 

The passing game has also been upgraded with three excellent QBs 
—Aries Nelson, Ken Topps and Justin Tyler. They'll have some fine 
targets in Tee Milons (Freddie's younger brother) and Brandon Wright. 

Sherrill's group also looks good in the defensive trenches (four 
signees) with All-Americans Deljuan Robinson and Markell McKinley. 
Only one linebacker signed on, but Marvin Byrdsong, an All-American 
from Texas, could be special. in-state DB Darren Williams was one of 
only four Parade All-Americans in the secondary. 


CEI 


Previous seven-year rank (30, 1, 7, 7, 3, 13, 3) 

Ron Zook took on the unenviable task of following a legend, and, 
not unexpectedly, some out-of-state prospects bailed on the Gators. 

But Zook still did very well on offense and signed six SuperPrep All- 
Americans, including two members of the Elite 50 team: QB Gavin 
Dickey and RB Ciatrick Fason, both in-staters. 

Both of those positions were further solidified with Virginia QB 
Patrick Dosh, who de-committed from Virginia Tech when Marcus Vick 
threw his hat into the Hokie ring, and Ohio RB DeShawn Wynn, the 
seventh-best prospect in the Midwest. 

The Gator passing game doesn’t figure to suffer much with All- 
Americans Jemalle Cornelius and Kenneth Tookes aboard. Given the 
circumstances, not a bad effort from the energetic Zook. 


Florida 


Previous seven-year rank (13, 25, 20, 18, 22, 29, 30) 

Although not a big class in quantity, new coach Buddy Teevens 
managed to bring in quality. 

When Teevens agreed to replace Tyrone Willingham, Stanford had 
fewer than five commitments, but ended up signing four SuperPrep All- 
‘Americans: OL David Beall, QB Trent Edwards, DL Julian Jenkins 
and TE Matt Traverso. Jenkins, a SuperPrep Elite 50 pick, was a big 
victory over Michigan. 

There are a couple of names in this class you might recognize — DB 
Marcus McCutcheon is Daylon’s younger brother and Lawrence's son; LB 
Tauala Fonoti is the brother of ex-Nebraska All-American lineman Tonui. 

This effort looks exceptional at OL (six signees), QB and DB (TJ. 
Rushing was an important late victory over Notre Dame). 


Note: The rankings and players mentioned in this story may not match 
those in the regional recruiting feature due to differing writers’ opinions. 
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Offensive Linemen 
——————— 
100 for 2002 


Justin Blalock 63,342.50 —Plano-East, TX Texas 
Doug Datish 6-5, 287,496 Warren-Howland, OH Ohio State 
Brandon Jefferies 6-4, 260,4.8 Shelby-Crest, NC Tennessee 
Mike Kolodziej 68,291.51 Joliet Catholic, IL Michigan 
Shadu Moore 6-4, 300, 4.95  Paterson-Catholic, NJ Boston College 
Derek Morris 6-6,240,5.1 Huntersville-N. Mecklenburg, NC Ohio State 
Bob Morton 6-4, 295,52 McKinney, TX Notre Dame 
Nathan Rhodes 6-7, 305,5:1 _Bakersfield-East, CA Washington 
TOP 100 PLAYERS BY POSITION ®t: 6-4, 291,498 FL Thomas-Highlands, KY Tennessee 
Jim Unis 65,235, 4.68 Gloucester, MA Boston College 
Quarterbacks Gabriel Watson 6-4, 334, 5.0 Southfield, Ml Michigan 
James Banks 6-3, 195,45 Indianapolis-Ben Davis, IN essee 
Chris Davis 6-0, 170,44 St. Petersburg Catholic, FL FSU Defensive Linemen 
Gavin Dickey 6-0, 190,44 Tallahassee-Lincoln, FL Florida —_—_—_—_—_———— SS“ 
Curt Dukes 61,205, 45 Newton-Conover, NC Nebraska Levi Brown 6-6, 300,5.0 —Norfolk-Granby, VA Penn State 
Trent Edvards 6-4, 185,47 Los Gatos, CA Staniord Lary Dibbles 6-4, 280,458 Lancaster, TK Teras 
Mare Guilon 6-4, 185,49 Orinda-Mira Monte, CA Miami Chris Frome 65,240.47 Newhall-Hart, CA Notre Dame 
Matt Gutierrez 6-4, 210,48 — Concord-De La Salle, CA Michigan Kedric Golston «64, 285,48 —_Tyrone-Sandy Creek, GA Georgia 
Reggie McNeal «6-2, 190,432 Lufkin, TX Texas A&M mba Hall 6-3, 240, 4.68 Teaneck, NJ Penn State 
Ben Olson 65, 210,46 Thousand Oaks, CA BYU Marcus Jackson 6-3, 230, 4.78 Norcross, GA Georgia 
Drew Olson 6-2, 185,4.7 Piedmont, CA UCLA Julian Jenkins 6-4, 230, 4.65 College Park-Woodward Aca.,GA Stanford 
Lda He te at pean — oe gir Derek Landri 63,280,48  Concord-De La Salle, CA Notre Dame 
arcus Vic y lewport News-Warwic fa. Ted 7 
Vincent Young «6-5, 195, 44 Houston-Madison, TX Texas ‘sate Ce Se enemies a, 
Justin Zwick 6-4,215, 4.7 Massillon-Washington, OH Ohio State aco Maa Be 710, Neots 1. see 
se Haloti Ngata 6-4, 308, 4.87 Salt Lake City-Highland, UT Oregon 
Running Backs Kai Parham 6-3, 290,458 VA Beach-Princess Anne, VA Virginia 
a Bryan Pickryl 6-6, 230,45 Jenks, OK Texas 
Lorenzo Booker 5-11, 185, 4.43 Ventura-SL. Bonaventure, CA FSU Quinn Pitcock 6-4, 285,479 Piqua, OH Ohio State 
Maurie Clarett 6-1, 220,45 Warren-Harding, OH Ohio State Kwakou Robinson 6-5,310,5.0 _Brooklyn-Poly Prep, NY Virginia 
Thomas Clayton 4-11, 197, 4.32 Alexandria-Mount Vernon, VA FSU Kasey Studdard 63,265,449 Highlands Ranch, CO Texas 
Ken Darby 6-0, 185,45 Huntsville-Butler, AL Alabama ‘Manuel Wright 6-6, 300,4.8 Long Beach Poly, CA Southern Cal 
Hershel Dennis 5-11, 185, 4.45 Long Beach Poly, CA Southern Cal Rodrique Wright 65,324.50 Ale-Hastings, TX eee 
Reshard Dudley 5-10, 210, 4.4 Marianna, FL Georgia 
Ciatrck Fason 6-1, 205,4.5 Neptune Beach-Fletcher, FL Florida : 
John Ford 6-3,220,44 —Henderson-Foothil, NV UNL Linebackers 
bert Hardy Tas: adem Poe Tk Tee OO —_— ———————— 
David Home 6-0, 185,45  Omaha-Central, NE Nebreska Ahmad Brooks 6-3, 225,45 Woodbridge-Hiylton, VA Virginia 
Michael Johnson 5-11, 185, 4.4. Newport News-Heritage, VA Virginia Bobby Carpenter 6-3, 238, 4.59 Lancaster, OH Ohio State 
Wali Lundy 6-0, 200, 4.4 Delran-Holy Cross, NJ Virginia Mike D'Andrea 53, 230,45 Avon Lake, OH Ohio State 
TA.MeLendon 6-0, 215, 4.4 Elizabeth ity-Albermarte, NC NC State Buster Davis 5-11, 235, 4.48 Daytona Beach-Mainland, FL FSU 
serious Norwood 6-1, 198,45 Brandon, MS Miss. State Derick Harrington 6-4, 225, 4.45 Mexico, MO Missouri 
Gerald Riggs, Jr. 6-1, 210, 4.4 Chattanooga-Red Bank, TN Tennessee ‘Aaron Harris 6-0, 233, 4.65 North Mesquite, Tx Texas 
Nick Turner 6-0, 187,435 _ Atlanta-Washington, GA Miss. State Chris Herring 6-2, 255,46 Batesville-S. Panola, MS Mississippi 
Justin Vincent 6-0, 195,433 Lake Charles-Barbe, LA usu Ricardo Hurley 6-3, 230,46 Greenwood, SC South Carolina 
DeShawn Wynn 6-1,.215,4.4 Reading, OH Florida Berkeley Hutchinson 6-3, 235,45 Long Branch, NJ Rutgers 
JR. Zwierzynski 6-2, 220, 4.55 Joliet Catholic, IL Penn State ‘AJ. Nicholson 62,230,455  Winston-Salem-ML.Tabox NC FSU 
= David Richard 60,220,445 St Lovis-Hazelwood E., MO Michigan State 
Re Ree hy a tain, sme eee Ws Sa 
dason Avant 6-2, 200,44  Chicago-Carver, IL Michigan Nate Schiccatano 6-3, 220, 438 Catawissa-S. Columbia, PA Notre Dame 
Dominique Byrd 6-3, 230, 4.55 Minneapols-Breck, MN Southern Cal Gamet Smith 63,219.45 Arlington-Lamar, TX Texas 
Marquis Johnson 6-3, 190, 4.5 Champaign-Centennial, IL Texas Brandon Snow 6-2, 220,45 Newark, DE Penn State 
‘Akieem Jolla 6-4, 180,44 New Orleang-St. Augustine, LA Miami Jeremy Van Alstyne 6-4, 238, 479 Greenwood-Center Grove, IN Michigan 
Ryan Moore 63,190.44 Orlando-Dr, Philips, FL Miami Stan White 6-3,225,47 Baltimore-Gilman, MD Ohio State 
Dishon Platt 6-0, 170, 4.35 Punta Gorda-Charlotte, FL FSU Kamerion Wimbiey 6-4, 210. 4.6 Wichita-Northwest, KS FSU 
Jejuan Rankins 5-11, 160, 44 Windsor-Berte, NC Oktahoma 
Maurice Stovall 6-5, 200, 4.35 Radnor-Carroll, PA Notre Dame = 
Richard Washington 6-1, 170,439 Myers FL Ne State Defensive Backs 0 
Ae Willams Rect a5” aige Fant Sones Cal Travarous Bain 6-4, 175, 4.35 Miami-Northwester, FL Miami 
= Darnell Bing 62,210,445 Long Beach Poly, CA Southern Cal 
Tight Ends Wiliam Blackmon 6-0, 185, 4.48 Warwick-Hendricken, RI Boston College 
RJ, Coleman 6-6, 265,4.7 —_Clarksburg-Robert Byrd, WV. Ohio State AJ. Davis 6-0, 180, 4.35 Northern Durham, NC NC State 
Marcedes Lewis 6-6, 230, 4.65 Long Beach Poly, CA UCLA Darren Wiliams 6-3, 205,45 Clarksdale, MS Miss. State 
Eric Winston 6-7, 260,4.77 — Midland-Lee, TX Miami Pat Watkins 6-4, 195,44 Tallahassee-Lincoln, FL FSU 


— Tom Lemming, Prep Football Report 
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TOP 100 PLAYERS BY POSITION 
Quarterbacks 


7 


100 for 2003 


Dennis Dixon 6-3, 175 
Johnny OuRocher 6-4, 205 
Tommy Grady 66,210 
Chris Hawkins 6-2, 185 
Frank Jankowski 6-2, 200 
Robert Lane 6-3, 210 
Landon Leach 6-2, 180 
Chris Leak 64,210 
Ben Mauk 6-1, 180 
Justin Midgett 6-4, 205 
Sylvelle Newton 6-2, 210 
Clayton Richard 6-5, 225 
Jamnarcus Russell 6-4, 220 
Marcus Stone 6-4, 220 
Drew Tate 6-0, 175 
Jake Tompkins 6-2, 200 
Devin Williams 6-4, 215 
‘Ambrose Wooden 6-0, 180 
Kyle Wright 6-3, 190 


Running Backs 


Jed Bines 5-10, 185 
Darrell Blackman 6-1, 185 
Alley Broussard 6-1, 210 
Reggie Bush 5-11, 190 
Andre Callender 6-0, 180 
‘Anton Campbell 6-0, 185 
Tim Castille 5-11, 210 
Jo-Lonn Dunbar 6-0, 210 
Barrington Edwards 61,215 
Kregg Lumpkins 6-0, 195 
Richaul Massey 5-9, 195 
Kenny Moore 5-11, 175 
Demetris Summers 6-1, 210 
Courtney Tennial 5-10, 205 
Chauncey Washington 6-1, 205 
Lendale White 6-2, 215 
Marcus Woods 5-9, 185 


Wide Receivers 


Dorian Bryant 
Andre Caldwell 
Chris Chambers 
Antonio Cromartie 
had Jackson 
Whitney Lewis 
Robert Meachem 
deff Samardzija 
Bret Smith 

Steve Smith 
Brandon Tobias 


Tight Ends 


Chris Barrett 6-5, 235 
Tony Hill 6-6, 240 
Louis Irizary 6-6, 230 
Greg Olsen 6-6, 235 


Offensive Linemen 


Jorrie Adams 
Tripp Carroll 
Donovan Davis 
Ryan Harris 


San Leandro, CA 
Spanaway-Bethel, WA 
Huntington Beach-Edison, CA 
Henderson-Southern Vance, NC 
Berwick, PA 

Monroe-Neville, LA 

Russellville, AR 
Charlotte-Independence, NC 
Kenton, OH 

Punta Gorda-Charlotte, FL 
Bennettsville-Mariboro County, SC 
Lafayette-McCutcheon, IN 
Mobile-Williamson, AL 
Harrisburg-Bishop McDevitt, PA 
Baytown-Lee, TX 

Russellville, AL 

Arlington-Sam Houston, TX 
Baltimore-Gilman, MD 
Danville-Monte Vista, CA 


Winston Salem-Parkland, NC 
Williamsport, PA 
Lafayette-Acadiana, LA 

La Mesa-Helix, CA 

West Orange-Seton Hall, NJ 

St. Charles-Zumwalt West, MO 
Birmingham-Briarwood Christian, AL 
Syracuse-Corcoran, NY 

Bowie, MD 

Stone Mountain-Stephenson, GA 
Hillsboro, TX 

Charlotte-Butler, NC 

Lexington, SC 

Glenpool, OK 

South Torrance, CA 
Littleton-Chatfield, CO 
Farmington-Harrison, Ml 


‘Swedesboro-Kingsway, NJ 
Tampa-Jefferson, FL 

Mill Creek-Jackson, WA 
Tallahassee-Lincoln, FL 
Hoover, AL 

Ventura-St. Bonaventure, CA 
Tulsa-B.T. Washington, OK 
Valparaiso, IN 

Warren, AR 

Woodland Hills-Taft, CA 
Harvey-Thornton, IL 


Tustin, CA 

Alief-Elsik, TX 
Youngstown-Ursuline, OH 
Wayne Hills, NJ 


Jasper, TX 

Charlotte-Myers Park, NC 
Jackson-Callaway, MS 

St. Paul-Cretin-Derham Hall, MN 


TOP HIGH SCHOOL 


SENIORS 


Mike Jones 6-5, 285 
‘Aubrey McPhadden 6-7, 305 
Martin O'Donnell 6-5, 270 
John Sullivan 6-4, 275 
Brett Thielke 6-5, 280 
Kyle Thornton 6-4, 300 


Defensive Ends 


Victor Abiamiri 6-6, 250 
Jarrod Carter 6-4, 270 
Richard Cook 6-3, 255 
Nick Larkin 6-5, 250 


Defensive Linemen 


Moe (Lawrence) Dampeer 6-4, 280 
Clifton Dickson 6-4, 275 
Sedric Ellis 6-3, 270 
Lawrence Jackson 6-5, 265 
Xavier Lawson-Kennedy 6-3, 270 
‘Sean Merrill 6-4, 275 
Justin Ostrowski 6-5, 250 
Josh Thompson 6-1, 280 
Rashaud Walker 6-4, 315 
inebackers 


a 


Xavier Adibi 
Daniel Brooks 
Ryan Brown 
Joe Cohen 
Shawn Crable 
Jermaine Dias 
Ken Griffith 
Vince Hall 
Reggie Nelson 
Vince Redd 
Ernie Sims 

TaTa Thompson 
Danny Verdun 
Des Williams 
Lamar Woodley 


Tarell Brown 
Prescott Burgess 
Michael Bush, Jr 
Tony Cade 
Quinton Culberson 
Dareurs Hiley 


Ryan Mundy 6-2, 210 
Ashton White 5-11, 195 
Donte Whitner 5-11, 170 
Derrick Williams 6-0, 200 
Tom Zbikowski 5-11, 180 


Oak Lawn-Richards, IL 
Jacksonville, FL 
Downers Grove South, IL 
Greenwich, CT 
Sammamish-Skyline, WA 
Dallas-St. Mark's, TX 


Baltimore-Gilman, MD 
River Ridge-John Curtis, LA 
Washington-Wilkes, GA 
Cincinnati-St. Xavier, OH 


Decatur-MacArthur, IL 
Miami-Northwestern, FL 
Chino, CA 

Inglewood, CA 
Duncanville, TX 
D'lberville, MS 

Portage, WI 
Statesboro, GA 
Malvern, AR 


Hampton-Phoebus, VA 
Jackson-Central-Merry, TN 
Moncks Corner-Berkeley, SC 
Melbourne-Palm Bay, FL 
Massilon-Washington, OH 
Hackensack, NJ 

Brandon, MS 
Chesapeake-Western Branch, VA 
Melbourne-Palm Bay, FL 
Elizabethton, TN 
Tallahassee-North Florida Christian, FL 
Garland, TX 

Thomson, GA 

Dacula, GA 

Saginaw, MI 


North Mesquite, TX 
Warren-Harding, OH 
Louisville-Male, KY 
Lewisville, TX 
Jackson-Provine, MS 
Cleveland-Glenville, OH 
Pittsburgh-Woodland Hills, PA 
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 
Cleveland-Glenville, OH 
Beliflower-St. John Bosco, CA 
Buffalo Grove, IL 


— Tom Lemming, Prep Football Report _| 


FREE OFFICIAL SPECTATOR CHAIR!’ 


After your first qualifying transaction(s). 


> No Annual Fee 
= > 1.7% Introductory Annual 
~~ sures Percentage Rate (APR) 
Bilin, a Ee) for cash advance checks and balance transfers! 
= ae) eee GB) 


: Apply Today! 
Call 1-866-438-6262 
~ Use priority code listed with team below. 


* This is a one-time offer for new Customers who respond to this advertisement, and then use the account to make any combination of 
purchase and/or cash advance transactions totaling at least $25: All qualifying transactions must occur within the same month ending 
on or before December 31, 2002. Limit one spectator chair (est. retail value: $29.95) per new account. The spectator chair will feature the 
logo of the school or conference you have chosen. Please allow 10-12 weeks for delivery after qualifying. Supplies are limited, This 
promotion is sponsored by MBNA America Bank, N.A. Restrictions apply. Sponsor reserves the right to substitute item of equal or 
greater value. 

This credit card program is issued and administered by MBNA America Bank, N.A. MasterCard is a federally registered service mark of 
MasterCard International Inc,. and is used pursuant to license. MBNA, MBNA America, MBNA.com, and Platinum Plus are service marks 
of MBNA America Bank, N.A. 


Check one box for the credit card design you prefer. (Ifyou do not make a selection, the Plafinum Plus will be chosen for you.) 


CUAUBURN® CUUNC CHAPEL HILL....JP-424-6X 
Priority Code. Priority Code YL 
OLsU.. 


Priority Code.. 
OLE MISS. (Q GEORGIA TECH -963- 
P6UM Priority Code.. Priority Code POW Priority Code 


Before completing this application, you should _Do you havea total yearly household income of $15,000 or greater? (Not applicable w sudan) Vow 
be able to answer “Yes” to these questions: __Is your credit history clear of bankruptcies or seriously delinquent accounts? Yes 0 No 


CTARKANSAS .. 
Priority Code 


Print your name as you would like it to appear on card, Please print clearly in black or blue inks 


Social Birth 
Name Security # ba = date ! ! 
(Must be 18 to apply), 
Mother's 
Address maiden name 
tor secant purposes) 
: Monthly ‘Are you: Homeowner 
City State zp Boning payment $ F Renter 
O Other 
Years at residence: 
Homaiphoae ) : Business phone (_) - us 
Your gross 
$ 
sion eas vaaey 
Employer Position’ there 
i set-employed, please sate the nature of your business) Elf cuden lease speiy the name of your Dies xg 
Please send an additional card at no extra cost for: aes yom ar pe 
“Total goss yearly 
Relationship: hhouschold income S| 


».¢ Due |__| Source of other income 


MY SIGNATURE MEANS THAT | AGREE TO THE CONDITIONS APPEARING ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS FORM Alimony, cild support or separate maintenance income need not be 
AND TO BE BOUND BY EACH OF THE TERMS OF THE CREDIT CARD AGREEMENT, INCLUDING ARBITRATION, revealed if you do not wish it considered as a basi for repayment. 


MONEY-SAVING BALANCE TRANSFER OPTION.” Please list 


alance transfer requests in order of priority. 


me te ge aes aD Ne PCC TE eT ria 
“Mae ante check payable ‘Account number 

Bk i ye rear 
Make vansfer check payable ro Account wuber 

ees re eee ce ae an ee TICST Cs CLs ES Se FV Ye Ve YO Yat Te YT PY 
Make wansler check payable tm Account number 


MOISTEN, FOLD, SEAL, AND MAIL PLEASE DO NOT TAPE OF STAPLE 


Annual fee 


None. 


+Annual Percentage Rate (APR) 
for purchases 


12.99%. 


Other APRs 


Cash Advance APR is 12.99%. 

1.7% \ntroductory APR for Balance Transfers and Credit 
Card Cash Advance Checks through your first six state- 
ment closing dates, or earlier if your payment is late; 
after that, 12.99%. See explanation below. 


Grace period for repayment of 
balance for purchases 


At least 25 days, if each month, we receive payment in 
full of your New Balance Total by the Payment Due Date. 


Method of computing the 
balance for purchases 


Average Daily Balance (including new transactions). 


Transaction fees for cash 
advances and fees for paying 
late or exceeding the credit 
limit 


Transaction fee for Bank and ATM cash advances: 3% of 
each cash advance (minimum $5). Transaction fee for 
credit card cash advance checks and balance transfers: 
3% of each cash advance (minimum $5, maximum $40). 


Late-payment fee: $29. Over-the-credit-limit fee: $29. 


Transaction fee for purchases 


Transaction fee for the purchase of wire transfers, 
person-to-person money transfers, money orders, 
bets, lottery tickets, and casino gaming chips: 3% of 
each such purchase (minimum $5). 


AThe Introductory APR is effective upon the opening of your account and is not 
applicable to Bank and ATM Cash Advances. When your minimum monthly 
payment is late (i,e., not received by 2 p.m. on its Payment Oue Date), or when 
the Introductory APR expires, the non-introductory APR for your account will 
be applied to new and outstanding cash advance balances (consisting 
of Balance Transfer and Gash Advance Check transactions). Should your 
payment be late, the non-introductory APR will be applied to those balances as 
of the first day of the billing cycle in which the payment was late or never 
received. The non-introductory APR for Platinum Plus and Preferred accounts 
is not guaranteed and is subject to change. MBNA will allocate your payments: 
to balances (including new transactions) with lower APRs before balances 
with higher APRs. 


CONDITIONS 

| have read this application, and everything | have stated is true. | am at least 18 
years of age and either a United States citizen or a permanent resident of the U.S, or 
Puerto Rico. | authorize MBNA America Bank, N. A. ("MBNA") to review my credit 
and employment histories and any other information in order to process this 
application, service my account, and manage its relationship with me. | consent to 
MBNA’s sharing of information about me and my account with the organization 
endorsing this credit card program. | authorize MBNA to share with others, to the 


Peery eee peep pee pepe pepe 


extent permitted by law, such information and its credit experience with me. In 
addition, | may as a Customer later indicate a preference to exempt my account 
from some of the information-sharing with other companies (“opt-out”). If | accept 
or use an account, | do so subject to the terms of this application, and the Credit 
Card Agreement as it may be amended; | also agree to pay all charges incurred 
under such terms, Any changes | make to the terms of this application will have no 
effect. | understand that if this application is approved for an account with a 
credit line of less than $5,000, | will receive a Preferred card. | accept that on a 
periodic basis an account may be considered for automatic upgrade at MBNA’ 
discretion. | consent to and authorize MBNA, any of its affiliates, or its marketing 
associates to monitor and/or record any of my phone conversations with any of 
their representatives. MBNA may consider this application a duplicate if another 
MBNA credit application has been received from me within the past 90 days. 

The MBNA Privacy Notice is available at MBNA.com and accompanies the 
credit card, 

The information in this application was accurate as of 2/2002. The information 
may have changed after that date. For more current information, please call 
MBNA toll-free at 1-866-438-6262, TTY users, please call 1-800-833-6262. 
©2002 MBNA America Bank, N.A. AD-04-02-0009 
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SEC 


RECRUITING 


Itis my belief that the top two recruiters in the country are Tennessee 
coach Phil Fulmer and Texas coach Mack Brown, and that Fulmer should 
rank as #1 because the state of Tennessee does not have the amount of 
talent that Texas produces. Therefore, Fulmer and his staff need to be 
More resourceful. This season, Tennessee was certainly resourceful, hard 
working and persistent to land the nation’s #4 class. The Vols were 
desperate for help along the DL and they received it with All-New Jersey 
DL Heath Benedict (6-6, 285); juco A.A. Mondre Dickerson (6-5, 270) of 
Coffeyville C.C.; Jason Hall (6-3, 250) of Chattanooga; LaRon Harris (6- 
3, 300) of Memphis; Justin Harrell (6-5, 300) of Martin; two-way standout 
David Ligon (6-5, 260) of Memphis; Aaron Kirkland, another two-way 
standout at end from Fayetteville, NC; and Prep Football Report A.A. 
Parys Haralson (6-2, 240) of Madison, MS. 

| rank the Tennessee OL haul #2 in the country, and itis led by PFA 
A.A. Rob Smith (6-5, 300) of Fort Thomas, KY; Brandon Jefferies (6-5, 
260) of Shelby, NC; and Cody Douglas (6-6, 320) of LaMarque, TX. The 
Vols secondary received big help with the signing of one of the top two 
juco DB prospects in the nation, Gibril Wilson (6-1, 190) of San 
Francisco C,C.; Antwan Stewart of Dumfries, VA, a very talented CB 
that Tennessee took away from Virginia at the last moment; super fast 
Jon Wade of Shreveport, LA; and Jason Allen (6-2, 200) of Muscle 
Shoals, AL. Wade and Allen can both play WR, as can standout QB 
Chris Hannon (6-4, 180) of Sarasota, FL, who was signed as a receiver. 

The three biggest names in this class are LB Omar Gaither (6-2, 
210) of Charlotte, NC, one of the fastest backers east of the Mississippi; 
QB James Banks (6-3, 195) of Indianapolis, IN, that state's top 
prospect; and one of the most heralded RBs ever to come out of the 
state of Tennessee, Gerald Riggs. All three have the potential to 
become impact players, and Tennessee expects them all to contribute as 
true freshmen, 

Headliner: A surprise here, | will go with LB Omar Gaither, a 
‘speedster who can long jump 22 feet, shows cornerback speed and has 
All-American instincts. 

‘Sleeper: DB Gibril Wilson of San Francisco City College is a 
junior college All-American who is little known to most college football 
fans. However, he has the size, hitting ability, recovery speed and 
movement skills to become a dominating DB this season for the Vols. 

Bottom laine: During the past five recruiting seasons, only 
Florida State and Texas have recruited better than the Tennessee Vols. 
This class is just as talented as the previous four and will help continue 
Tennessee's dominance over its Southeastern Conference rivals, 


Last year South Carolina finished a disappointing #29 in the 
recruiting race after having won the biggest bowl game in their history, 
This year things certainly changed. After once again beating Ohio State 
ina major bowl, the Gamecocks — led by coach Lou Holtz, assistant 
coach Skip Holtz and recruiting coordinator Dave Roberts — pounded 
away at the state's top 10 prospects and landed eight of them on signing 
day. This group is led by all-everything LB Ricardo Hurley (6-3, 235) of 
Greenwood. It also included potential super DL Moe Thompson (6-3, 
250) of Goose Creek; DB Tremaine Tyler of Cope; the state's fastest 
player WR Troy Williamson of Aiken; sure-handed All-American WR. 


2002 


Charles Ben of Si. Matthews; WR Frederick Bennett of Manning; PFR 
A.A. OL Jabari Levey (6-7, 300) of Moncks Comer; and OL Stephen 
Sene (6-6, 280) of Columbia. 

The Gamecocks’ coaching staff is also excited about such other 
prep signees as All-Ohio RB Regis Edgerson (6-1, 210) of Garfield 
Heights; QB Aryhel Freeman of East Point, GA; DB Andre Hemphill of 
Brevard, NC, one of the top two prospects in western North Carolina; OL 
Kris Mick (6-5, 290) of Troy, OH; RB Kenny Irons of Dacula, GA; and 
OL Jon Hall (6-5, 280) of Cisco, GA. Other in-staters heading to 
Columbia are DB D'Von Hill of Greenwood; OL Chris White (6-4, 290) 
of Chester; and QB Bennett Swygert of Summerville. 

The high school signees were very impressive, but what made this 
class special were four junior college All-Americans, This group is led by 
DL Randy Jackson (6-4, 270) of Georgia Military College; DB Corey 
Peoples (6-2, 200) of Georgia Military College; LB Darel Slay (6-4, 250) 
of Holmes C.C.; and DB Taqiy Muhammad of Butler C.C. All four 
Players are expected to push for starting positions in September. 

Headliner: LB Ricardo Hurley last season recorded 111 tackles, 
18 tackles for losses and picked off one pass. He's immensely strong 
with terrific instincts, and is a sure tackler who loves to hit, 

Sleeper: RB Regis Edgerson is not only a big-time running back, 
but he is also quick to the ball and an active linebacker on defense. 

Bottom bine: This is the first time the Gamecocks have been 
able to beat the Clemson Tigers on in-state prospects, The recruiting 
battles between these two giants have become legendary. | look for more 
of the same this coming recruiting season. 


OB Travarous Bain 61,175 Miami, FL Miami 

RB Ken Darby 6-0, 185 Huntsville, AL Alabama 

LB Buster Davis 5-11,235 Daytona Beach, FL Florida State 
QB Chris Davis 6-0, 170 St. Petersburg, FL Florida State 
QB Gavin Dickey 6-0, 190 Tallahassee, FL Florida 

RB Reshard Dudley 5-10, 210 Marianna, FL Georgia 

RB Ciatrick Fason 6-1,205 Neptune Beach, FL Florida 

DL Kedric Golston 6-4, 285 Tyrone, GA Georgia 

LB Chris Herring 6-2, 255 Batesville, MS. Ole Miss 

RB Devin Hester 5-11, 180 Riviera Beach, FL Miami 

LB Marcus Jackson 6-3, 230 Norcross, GA Georgia 

LB Julian Jenkins 6-4, 230 College Park,GA Stanford 

WR Ryan Moore 6-3, 190 Orlando, FL Miami 

RB Jerious Nonwood 6-1, 193 Brandon, MS Mississippi State 
WR_Dishon Platt 6-0, 170 PuntaGorda,FL Florida State 
RB Gerald Riggs 61,210 Chattanooga, TN Tennessee 

LB  Deljuan Robinson. 6-4, 260 Hernando, MS Mississippi State 
OL Rob Smith 6-4, 291 Ft Thomas, KY Tennessee 
RB Tre Smith 5-10, 187 Venice, FL Auburn, 

RB Nick Turner 6:0, 187 Atlanta, GA Mississippi State 
DB LeonWashington  5-10,185 Jacksonville, FL Florida State 
WR Richard Washington 6-1, 170 Ft. Myers, FL. N. Carolina State 
DB Pat Watkins 6-4, 195 Tallahassee, FL ‘Florida State 
DB Darren Wiliams 6:3, 205 Clarksdale, MS Mississippi State 
WR Mike Williams 65,210 Tampa, FL Southern Cal 
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Despite major losses in South Carolina and Florida, the Bulldogs still 
landed a couple of blue chippers from Florida, and also did an excellent 
job in Georgia. Their first commitment was a local boy with Georgia 
connections, QB Joe Tereshinski of Athens, and the parade of Peach 
Staters that followed was like a who's who of Georgia football. Players 
such as OL Josh Brock (6-4, 280) of Cartersville; DL Preston Pannell (6- 
6, 240) of Cordele via Hargrave Military Academy; PFRA.A. TE Leonard 
Pope (6-7, 238) of Americus; DL Darrius Swain (6-4, 295) of Decatur via 
Hargrave Military Academy; TE Michael Turner of Snellville; LB Tony 
Taylor of Watkinsville; DB Olaolu Sanni-Osomo of La Grange; DL 
Quentin Moses of Athens; PFRA.A. OL Bartley Miller (6-5, 290) of 
Atlanta; DB Bryan McClendon of Atlanta; DE Marcus Jackson (6-3, 235) 
of Norcross; one of the nation’s top two DT prospects, Kedric Golston (6- 
4, 285) of Tyrone; and super RB Michael Cooper of Sylvania. 

The two players heading north from Florida are RB Reshard Dudley 
(5-10, 210) of Marianna and OL Max Jean-Gilles (6-5, 340) of Miami. 
Both players are major talents with the ability to impact the program. WR 
Mario Raley (6-0, 175) of Charlotte, NC was a good out-of-state catch, 
as was DL Dale Dixson (6-3, 270) of Garland, TX, Two other top in-state 
talents with All-American ability are OL Antonio Mercier (6-6, 335) of 
Washington, who earlier committed to South Carolina and then switched 
right before signing day; and CB DeMario Minter of Stone Mountain, one 
of the South's top cover comers. 

Headliner: Defensive lineman Kedric Golston is the type of 
player who could start as a true freshman and have an impact on the 
program like Tommie Harris did for Oklahoma last season. However, an 
automobile accident this fall has sidetracked him a bit and there is still a 
question about how soon Kedric can return. 

‘Sleeper: Running back Michael Cooper was overshadowed in 
the state of Georgia by Nick Turner; however, Michael has the size at 6-0, 
and the speed at 4.4, and the moves, strength and balance to become an 
All-American. He averaged over eight yards per carry as a senior. 

Bottom ine; Although this class is led by Dudley, Gilles, 
Golston, Jackson and Pope, the most impressive thing about the class is 
that just about every signee is an athlete with outstanding potential. The 
Bulldogs certainly filled their needs. 


TAS auburn 
as” 


This class didn’t start taking shape until the very end, when just a few 
days before signing day they were able to get commitments from the very 
elusive WR Devin Aromashodu of Miami Springs who had previously 
committed to both Florida and Miami; WR Ben Obomanu (6-3, 185) of 
Selma, a 4.0 student who turned down LSU, Notre Dame and Florida to 
become a Tiger; PFRA.A. WR Anthony Mix of Bay Minette, AL; and 
Florida's Mr. Footballl his junior year RB Tre Smith (5-11, 190) of Venice. 

The Tigers offensive line group ranks among the country's finest and 
is led by Tim Duckworth (6-4, 290) of Taylorsville, MS; and Marcus 
McNeill (6-7, 315) and Jon Palmer (6-5, 300), both of Ellenwood, GA. 
Acouple of other key guys to this group are Troy Reddick of Albany, GA; 
and Ben Grubbs (6-4, 251) of Eclectic, AL. The Tigers recruited just as 
well on the defensive side of the ball, and are extremely excited about 
signees T.J. Jackson (6-1, 280) of Opelika, AL; LB Tyrone Martin of 
Alexander City; DB Montavis Pitts of Loachapoka; and LB Kevin Sears 
(6-4, 220) of Russellville. Another big catch was TE Justin Bruce (6-8, 
250) of Lindale, GA, one of that state's top 10 prospects, and the 


Alabama Player of the Year QB Brandon Cox (6-3, 190) of Trussville 
who completed an eye-popping state-record 71 percent of his passes. 
The Tigers did an outstanding job in Georgia this season. They have to 
rank as one of the top three recruiting staffs in the Southeastern Confer- 
ence. 

Headliner: Quarterback Brandon Cox was just a normal 
prospect heading into this season, but after passing for 2,877 yds and 27 
TDs, he became one of the most sought after QB prospects in the 
country. He was the state of Alabama's Mr. Football. His GPA is 4.0, 

‘Sleeper: Offensive lineman Troy Riddick didn’t get as much ink 
as fellow signee from Georgia, OL Marcus McNeil, a consensus prep All- 
American. But, the 6-6, 310-pound all-star didn’t allow a sack as a senior. 
Auburn needs OL help. He'll get a look. 

Bottom Line: The Tigers went into this recruiting season 
looking for help at wide receiver, offensive line and defensive line. The 
Tigers recruiting staff was excited about the players they landed. 


This class is loaded with potential supers, and if the majority of them 
qualify, look out! The Bulldogs needed and received help at just about 
every position. Starting with QB, they are excited about Ken Topps of 
Shannon and Aries Nelson (6-3, 195) of Cleveland. Both are extremely 
athletic with live arms and terrific instincts. | rank the Bulldogs #1 at the 
running back position this year, and for good reason. They signed two of 
the country's most dangerous TB prospects in Jerious Norwood of 
Brandon and Nick Turner (5-11, 190) of Atlanta, GA. They also managed 
to corral two of the country's premier fullbacks in Willie Evans (6-2, 255) 
of Waynesboro and Bryson Davis (6-3, 255) of Plainview, TX. Blocking 
for them will be All-State OL Richard Burch (6-5, 290) of Brandon; 
James Cockren (6-6, 280) of Memphis, TN; and Monte Collins (6-7, 
360) of Jackson. 

Staying in Starkville will be WR Tee Milons, a super fast 5-11, 170 
pounder, and he will be joined by WR Brandon Wright (5-9, 170) of 
Memphis. PK Keith Andrews (6-0, 175) of Bastrop, LA was considered 
by many to be the top kicker in the country. You can find just as many All- 
Americans in their defensive signees. This group is led by DB Darren 
Williams (6-3, 210) of Clarksdale who was a standout in the U.S. Army 
game in January. Also signing up for the Bulldogs is DL Roosevelt Tate 
of Memphis; PFRA.A. DL Deljuan Robinson (6-4, 270) of Hernando; DL 
Markell McKinley (6-3, 270) of Weir; DL Corvelli Haynes (6-4, 225) of 
Cleveland; and DL Otis Riddley (6-3, 295) of Jackson. Another player of 
note is QB Justin Tyler (6-4, 215) of Macon, GA who is not well-known, 
but has as much potential as any QB in the state. Another potential super 
is LB Marvin Byrdsong (6-3, 230) of Longview, TX, another standout in 
the U.S. Army game who, if he qualifies, could make an impact on the 
Bulldog defense. 

leadilimer: Running back Nick Turner averaged over 10 yards 
per carry during his prep career playing in the tough Atlanta public 
league. He's an explosive player who ranks as one of the state’s top 
sprinters. 

‘Sleeper: Defensive lineman Roosevelt Tate, a 6-4, 245-pounder 
from Memphis, TN who kind of fell through the cracks this past summer 
but started to get noticed after playing a couple of great games against 
two of the Memphis area powerhouse teams. He's exceptionally quick 
with an aggressive nature. 

Bottom lime: Just when it looked like the Bulldogs were 
struggling during this year’s recruiting campaign, all of the sudden with 
just about a week left in recruiting, they were able to land around seven 
All-Americans to help top off what is one of their best classes in years. 


98 Linpy’s Foorsatt ANNUALS} 


2002 


“If YOU Like College Recruiting... 
You'll LOVE PrepStar!” 


Three B/G issues plus 
Favorite College Report 


e Pre-Season issue (August) 
e Pre-Signing issue (January) 
e Recruiting Re-Cap issue (Mare 


The Official College Football CBS - 
Recruiting Source for... SportsLine 


For year ‘round coverage of the Latest Breaking News in the 
World of College Recruiting Visit PrepStar Online... 


www. ; 
oa prepstar.com 


Special Magazine/PrepStar Online Package 
Available when ordering online or over the phone! 


ORDER PREPSTAR TODAY! 
Phone Orders Call: 800-600-7518 


1 

1 

My Favorite College Report for only *78.” ; 
Order Before August 1* and Pay Only °69.* 1 
7 ‘ Method of payment Cy Check (y VisaMC/AMX 4 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1. CARD No. = EXP. 
1 NAME: 
! FAVORITE COLLEGE: 


ADDRESS. == 
1 cry ges ZIP: 

1 PHONE #( ) E-MAIL. 

PREPSTAR - 22647 VENTURA BLVD., #359 - WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91364 


ot 
nd a Wo 
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See Sates ae 


After last season's great class, the Tigers went into this recruiting 
year looking for great athletes and to fill needs. It was not a great year 
for talent in the state; however, even a poor year in the state of Louisiana 
is better than a good year in most other states. The #1 prospect in the 
state was RB Justin Vincent (5-11, 205) from Lake Charles, an 
explosive back with a great future. He will be joined in Baton Rouge by 
such other notable in-staters as OL Garett Wibel (6-3, 300) of Matarie; 
OL Nate Livings (6-5, 300) of Lake Charles; LB Cameron Vaughn (6-3, 
225) of Marrero; QB-ATH Lester Ricard (6-4, 195) of Amite; LB 
Lawrence Williams (6-3, 230) of Lutcher; RB Jason Spadoni of 
Kenner; PFRA.A. DL Kyle Williams (6-3, 290) of Ruston; DL Doug 
Planchard (6-3, 280) of Baton Rouge; and WR Skyler Green (5-9, 190) 
of New Orleans. 

The Tigers headed east to Florida and landed such highly-prized 
players as OL Terrell McGill (6-4. 320) of Miami; LB Willie Demps (6-1, 
225) of Pensacola; All-Florida DB Keron Gordon (6-1, 180) of Tampé 
and OL Brian Johnson (6-4, 300) of Pensacola. Another good out-of- 
state catch was OL Paris Hodges (6-6, 340) of Vacaville, CA, one of the 
most underrated OL prospects in the West. Unknown but talented RB 
Dominique Owens was their lone signee from the state of Texas. 

Running back Justin Vincent, one of the nation’s 
finest RB prospects, carried the ball 185 times for 2,405 yds and 35 TDs 
as a senior and completely dominated the opposition. 

DB Jeff Cook of Crowley, LA is a high school QB who 
will be switched to the FS position in college. Jeff, who is also a standout 
in baseball, is known for his range, instincts and smarts. 

The Tigers filled their needs at OL and DL, and 
came up with pretty good skill position players. When combined with last 
year's class, you can see why Tiger fans are excited about the future. 


— 
& 

When former coach Steve Spurrier suddenly stepped down, 
everything was thrown up for grabs and Gator fans expected either 
Bobby Stoops or Mike Shanahan to step in. When neither would take the 
job, in came Ron Zook. After a lot of hard work and thousands of miles of 
travel, Zook put together one heck of a class considering the circum- 
stances. This class is made up of some outstanding offensive players 
starting with QB Gavin Dickey of Tallahassee, one of the top five signal 
callers in the country, and two super running backs in Deshawn Wynn 
(6-0, 210) of Cincinnati, OH and Ciatrick Fason (6-1, 200) of Neptune 
Beach. The Gators also signed WR Terrence Holmes of Glassboro, NJ, 
one of the top ten players in that state; RB Nick Brooks of Warner 
Robins, GA; WR Jemalle Cornelius (6-1, 180) of Fort Meade, a 
‘standout who turned down Michigan and Notre Dame for the Gators; 
two-way back Ken Tookes of Jacksonville; and a couple of big-time OLs 
in Brian Carter (6-3, 300) of Claremont, and Randy Hand (6-4, 315) of 
Fort Myers. 

Their defensive signees were also impressive. The Gators filled 
their needs at LB and DB. Heading to Gainesville will be DB-WR Dallas 
Baker of New Smyma Beach via Northfield Mt. Hermon School; LB 
Taurean Charles (6-1, 220) of Miami; LB Brian Crum of Woodbine, GA; 
LB Channing Crowder (6-2, 225) of Atlanta; DB Reggie Lewis of 
Jacksonville, FL; DB Jimtavis Walker of Statesboro, GA; and the 


McCollum brothers Jermaine and Tremaine, a couple of 5-9, 165- 
pound CBs from Miami. 


Florida 


Running back Ciatrick Fason averaged close to 10 
yards per carry in his prep career, and he has the speed, moves, vision 
and balance to make a major impact as a true freshman. 

Linebacker Channing Crowder from Atlanta North 
Springs High School is extremely impressive with his quickness to the 
ball, instincts and football smarts. He has the size and speed to make a 
major impact. 
With a full year to recruit, coach Ron Zook, who 
proved himself to be an aggressive and knowledgeable recruiter, should 
have the Gators back in the Top 10 come February, 2003. 


Ole Miss 


The strength of this class is with in-state and area players. Being 
only an hour from Memphis certainly helps. They took advantage of that 
close proximity to this major football town landing DL Brandon Jenkins 
(6-5, 270); OL Antonio Sanders (6-4, 300); and DL Larrick Womack (6- 
5, 265). Their in-state haul was impressive, led by LB Chris Herring, a 
6-2, 260-pounder with unusual quickness, strength and timing from 
Batesville; QB Bryan Brown of Corinth; DB Jeremy Ruffin of Meridian; 
OL Jayme Mitchell (6-6, 275) of Jackson; OL James McCoy (6-4, 290) 
of Moss Point; OL Jay Kirkland (6-4, 300) of New Albany; and DL 
Dedrick Clark (6-5, 240) of Pontotoc. Another major in-state catch was 
RB Jamal Pittman (6-2, 230) of Columbia. There are also three out-of- 
the-area players who could impact the program over the next four years 
— OL Jacob Wicker (6-5, 270) of Zachery, LA; WR Ethan Flatt (6-5, 
200) of Nashville, TN; and RB Broderick Cross of Riviera Beach, FL. 

Despite the NCAA sanctions given to the Alabama program, the 
Rebels crossed the state line only once, but that one was big in DL 
Lawrence Lilly (6-4, 250) of Montevallo, AL. 

Linebacker Chris Herring plays for one of the most 
productive programs in the state — South Panola High School. And 
although he weighs 260 pounds, he can run like a back and hit like a 
truck. 


Running back Jamal Pittman played for the same high 
school as did NFL great Walter Payton. He can really lower his shoulder 
and run over defenders, and get outside and turn the corner. He should 
become one of the big surprises in the SEC over the next couple of 
years. 

This Rebel recruiting staff has grown over 
the past three years and has become a major force, particularly in 
Mississippi, Tennessee and Alabama. 


> 


This is a good class when you consider the Razorbacks did a good, 
but not great, job in Texas this year. It was a pretty good year for talent in 
Arkansas, and the Razorbacks took advantage of it landing PFRA.A. DL 
Chase Pressley (6-5, 275) of Fort Smith; one of the state's top two 
offensive players RB Dedrick Poole, a 5-11, 180-pound back from Little 
Rock Central; LB Wes Murphy (6-4, 235) of Fayetteville; OL Tyler 
Morgan (6-5, 275) of Hot Springs; RB John Jackson of Monticello; and 
one of the nation’s premier WR prospects, Chris Baker (6-1, 185) of 
Osceola. 

Another big catch was ILB Lucas Jackson (6-0, 220) of West 
Monroe, LA, a two-time All-Stater with tremendous football instincts. The 
Razorback staff is also excited about juco All-American LB Marcus 
Whitmore (6-1, 220) of Independence C.C. and juco OL Gene Perry 
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(6-5, 280) of East Mississippi J.C. In Texas, they landed FS Vickiel 
Vaughn, a 6-1, 180-pounder from Plano who was a standout FS in the 
U.S. Army All-American game in January. They also signed OL Tony 
Ugoh, a 6-5, 270-pounder from Houston; FB Brandon Kennedy (5-11, 
225) of Tyler; and RB John Johnson (5-11, 180) of Houston. Another 
good catch was CB Michael Coe of Cordova, TN. 

Headliner: Dedrick Poole averaged over eight yards per carry 
in his career and as a senior rushed for 1725 yards and 18 TDs. 

‘Sleeper: Comerback Michael Coe eared All-Memphis area 
honors at both wide receiver and cornerback. An exceptionally good 
pass defender with great range and explosive speed, he's also consid- 
ered to be one of the area’s top punt and kickoff returners. 

Bottom line: Although the Razorbacks did not land a ton of 
All-Americans, they did a good job of recruiting the next level player and 
they are bringing a very competitive and productive class to Fayetteville. 


With the NCAA verdict coming down just a few days before signing 
day, everyone feared the worst. However, despite losing a couple of 
junior college All-Americans, the Crimson Tide was able to sign a 
surprisingly good freshman class. A couple of jucos that did hang 
around are very good — DL Ahmad Childress (6-7, 345) of Garden 
City C.C. and DB David Scott (6-0, 180) of Jones C.C. The Tide 
managed to sign five of the state's top players, and all have the ability to 
impact the program. DL Kyle Tatum (6-6, 260) of Prattville was an early 
commitment who stayed with his word. Also DT Henry Smith (6-4, 290) 
of Aliceville has the potential to become a dominant DT in college. RB 
prospects Ken Darby of Huntsville and Titus Ryan of Tuscaloosa have 
the ability to become great college backs, The 6-2, 195-pound Ryan 
needs to improve upon his grades, but Darby appears to be ready to go. 

Another outstanding catch was DE Chris Harris (6-6, 230) of 
Tuscaloosa Central High School, which is only a couple of blocks away 
from the Alabama campus. Other in-state players are QB Brandon 
Avalos (6-2, 180) of Tuscaloosa; DL Chris Browder of Camden; DL 
Jeremy Clark (6-2, 275) of Daphne; WR Zach Fletcher (6-3, 200) of 
Moulton via San Francisco C.C.; LB Juwan Garth (6-3, 190) of Decatur; 
RB Nic Luke (6-1, 220) of Phenix City; DE Greg McLain (6-3, 230) of 
Lineville; DB Chauncey Malone (6-0, 183) of Trinity; LB Earnest Nance 
(6-3, 210) of Courtland; LB DeMaco Ryans (6-1, 210) of Bessemer; and 
DB Ramzee Robinson of Huntsville. 

Headliner: Running back Ken Darby is a 5-11, 190-pounder 
from Huntsville Butler who rushed for over 3,000 yards and 45 TDs the 
past two years, averaging close to 10 yards per carry. He was voted the 
Huntsville area Player of the Year. 

jleeper: Running back Titus Ryan (6-2, 195) of Tuscaloosa 
County High School was not as heavily recruited as he should have 
been, mainly because of his grades, He averaged over 10 yards per 
carry in his prep career. 

Bottom Line: After reviewing this class, | think coach Dennis 
Franchione did a remarkable job of keeping it together and landing as. 
many blue chippers as he did. 


= 


This year the Wildcats went about their recruiting business in a very 
methodical and professional way. Although they did not sign many blue 


chippers, they did come up with a quality class loaded with athletes. In- 
State, Kentucky signed LB Brad Booker of Smith’s Grove; OL Joe 
Brady (6-3, 280) of Fort Mitchell; DB Randy Driver of Glasgow; RB 
Monquanta Gibson of Louisville; WR Maurice Marchman of Louisville; 
LB Durrell White of Middlesboro; and DB Bo Smith of Owensboro. 
Their Florida signees make this class a little bit above average. Sun- 
shine State stars heading to Lexington are WR Andre Jones of 
Choctawhatchee; DB Glenn Holt of North Miami; OL Michael Aitche- 
son (6-3, 270) of Miami; and DL Kareem Reid (6-5, 240) of Coral 
Springs. The Wildcat staff is also excited about a couple of junior college 
‘standouts in WR Chris Bernard (6-1, 190) of Saddleback CC and OL 
Yancey Reynolds (6-5, 325) of Georgia Military College. Former PFR 
A.A. LB Chad Anderson from Canton, OH is back in this class, and he 
will be joined by a couple of sleepers in OL Jared McGowan (6-0, 295) 
of Walls, MS and DL Lamar Mills (6-1, 285) of Slidell, LA. 

leadliner: LB Chad Anderson of Canton McKinley, OH is a 
former All-State LB who chose the Wildcats over several other big-time 
programs. He is a hard hitter with good lateral speed and an outstanding 
nose for the ball. 

Sleeper: Andre Jones has the ability to become a standout at 
both WR and DB. He's a super quick player with outstanding open field 
moves on offense and great quickness to the ball on defense. 

Bottom bine: After having to deal with NCAA sanctions, 
recruiting was a piece of cake. The Wildcats class, though devoid of 
national names or blue chippers, is solid and the Wildcats filled their 
needs at WR, RB, DB and OL, 


With limited time to recruit, the Commodores were desperate for 
help at the WR, OL, RB and DB positions. When it was all said and done, 
they did a pretty solid job filling each one of them. It is never a great year 
in central Tennessee; however, the Vandy staff did sign local stars WR 
Erik Davis of Nashville, and DL Richard Freeman of Brentwood. They 
also hit the state of Georgia hard coming up with quality players like OL 
Mac Pyle (6-4, 285) of Adairsville; P Greg Johnson of Lilburn; DB 
Funtaine Hunter (6-3, 205) of Lowndes; and LB Herdley Harrison (6-2, 
205) of Marietta. Although they hit the state of Florida hard, they struck 
out on most of the top players they were after. Still, they managed to sign 
RB Kwane Doster, a super quick 5-11, 175-pounder from Tampa, and 
LB Kevin Joyce of Orlando. QB Steven Bright of Greer, SC was 
considered to be that state's top signal caller. They also spent some time 
in the Jackson, MS area and came up with TE Chris Booker of Brandon. 
‘They headed to New Orleans and came up with RB Ron Bullock, a 5- 
11, 215-pounder with good speed and great strength. Another big catch 
was LB-FB Brad Anderson (6-0, 230) of Ijamsville, MD. 

ailliner: Quarterback Steven Bright is a 6-3, 210-pounder 
with a strong arm, outstanding leadership and deceptive speed. He is 
also considered to be one of the top baseball players in the Atlantic 
Coast region and he would like to play both sports for the Commodores. 

‘Sleeper: DB Tim Miller of Detroit, Ml has had some injury 
problems over the past two years, but when healthy, is one of the 
hardest hitting and productive FS prospects in the Midwest. He loves to 
hit and has the explosive moves to be effective in passing situations. 

Bottom Lin This is a very respectable class. The new staff 
Covered just about every state in the South. Next season with a full year to 
recruit, the Commodores should become a presence in the recruiting wars. 


— Tom Lemming, Prep Football Report 
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Tennessee and Florida each ended last sea- 
son with impressive bowl victories ... but feel- 
ing as though they had unfinished business. 

After the Gators took care of Florida State 
and were poised for Pasadena, they were upset 
by the Vols in the stunning ending to the 2001 
SEC regular season. And then, just when Ten- 
nessee was ready to smell the Roses, the Vols 
were upset by LSU in the even-more-stunning 
2001 SEC Championship Game. 

The Vols lost some key players to the NFL 
(including a couple early), but they still look like 
the class of the SEC. They have 10 starters back 
from an 11-2 team that routed Michigan in the 
Florida Citrus Bowl. 

And most important — particularly in 
comparison to Florida — they have the continu- 
ity of coach Phil Fulmer and his staff and the 
routine of having played in the SEC Champi- 


GOOD NEWS 
Clausen-to-Washington is terrific 
combo. Lots of talent at OL, LB, DB. 
Georgia has the SEC’s best WRs and 
LBs. David Greene is quality QB. 


SEC EAST 
1, Tennessee 


2, Georgia 


Unfinished Business at Tennessee 


onship Game three times in the past five years. 

Tennessee won't let another golden 
‘opportunity slip away. 

And here's a key: Casey Clausen and Kelley 
Washington are the best passing combination in 
the league, if not the country — although there 
might be an argument coming from Gainesville 
from Rex Grossman and Taylor Jacobs. 

Problem is, the Gators are getting their 
bearings with a new coach and system, and 
playing perhaps the most difficult schedule in 
Florida history. 

Losing four big-time players early to the 
NFL didn’t help either ... and so the Gators are 
relegated to the unusual position of “chasers” 
rather than “chased” in the SEC East — particu- 
larly since they are playing at Knoxville this year. 

Georgia is loaded with talent, but a posi- 
tion rich in tradition raises the biggest question 
mark. Second-year coach Mark Richt needs a 


SEC Picks 


BAD NEWS 
Must replace front four. Need WR to 
complement Washington. 


‘TB Musa Smith is injury prone. 
Secondary lost three starters. 


tailback. Musa Smith has the ability, but he’s 
been injury prone. If Smith isn't available, Geor- 
gia must rely on an unproven youngster. 

Otherwise, Georgia is solid everywhere 
except the secondary, where three starters 
have departed. No one in the SEC has better 
receivers or linebackers. Quarterback David 
Greene was the SEC Freshman of the Year, but 
he was pushed during the spring by athletic 
DJ. Shockley, leading Richt to say he'd play 
both quarterbacks this fall 

South Carolina has had consecutive eight- 
and nine-win seasons, but it will be hard for 
Lou Holtz to match those records. 

The Gamecocks retum just nine starters, 
and don't have many difference-makers. Holtz 
is looking for a quarterback, tailback and big- 


OUR CALL 
Vols won't let SEC title slip away this season. 


Bulldogs take a step up under Mark Richt. Offense 
will score points. Should crack Top 15. 


3. Florida QB Rex Grossman, RB Earnest Gra- 


ham return. Defense is strong. 


Steve Spurrier is gone. Four players 
declared early for draft. 


4,8. Carolina Lou Holtz didn't retire. RB Andrew 


Brutal schedule makes Ron Zook’s debut difficult. 
Four-loss season is possible. 


Only nine starters return. Not many 


After going 8-4 then 9-3, Gamecocks take a step 


Pinnock can get tough yards, difference-makers on team. back. Hard-pressed to win seven games. 


5. Kentucky Maturing QB Jared Lorenzen picks 
up after great second half of 2001. 
6. Vanderbilt ‘Two WRs combined for 92 catches. 
New coach should bring enthusiasm. 
‘SEC WEST 


1.180 Outstanding RBs and WRs. Learned. 


how to win last year. 


Loaded at TB. Defense returns eight 
starters. P-PK Damon Duval is back. 


Matt Jones emerged at QB. Good 


depth at TB. Secondary is outstanding. a 


Lost two players to NFL draft. Only 
10 starters return from 2-9 team. 


UK will score points and will be improved (but not 
enough). Defense porous again. 


Record-breaking OB is gone. 
Defense ranked 111th last year. 


Don't have a QB. Must play at 
Virginia Tech, Florida and Auburn. 


QB position remains unsettled. OL 
lost All-American Kendall Simmons. 


ost defensive coordinator John 
Thompson. Lost three OL starters. 


What's new? Different coach, similar results, 


If the Tigers merely get steady play at QB, they'll be 
best in West. 


New coordinators could help. But not enough skill on 
offense to win West. 


will ha 


PLAYER PLAYER 
PLAYER ortnescan, oF OF THE YEAR 


Be 
* 


Rex Grossman 
08, Florida” LB, Miss. St 


play receiver. That spells trouble for an offense that was 10th in the SEC last year. 
Kentucky will score points, but give up more of them. Junior quarterback Jared 
Lorenzen averaged 376 passing yards in the last five games of 2001, but consider 
that the Wildcats ranked 109th nationally in total defense (475.4-yard average). 
Vanderbilt's Bobby Johnson is one of two new head coaches in the SEC. 
While Johnson might bring more fire to the table than Woody Widenhofer, he 
doesn’t have enough talent to finish better than sixth in the East. 


SEC WEST 

Can a team be focused enough to win a division if it’s not eligible for a 
championship? 

Auburn was in 1993, when the Tigers, under first-year coach Terry Bowden, 
went 11-0 despite NCAA sanctions. But will Alabama have the same resolve? 
That's the big question around Tuscaloosa. But if games are won in the trenches, 
Alabama should be the odds-on favorite in the West. 

The Crimson Tide has the best offensive and the best defensive lines in the 
SEC. That's a good starting point for Dennis Franchione. 

The Tide led the SEC in rushing by 40 yards per game last year, and all five 
starting linemen and both backs retum. The defensive line has three All-SEC 
players: Jarret Johnson, Kindal Moorehead and Kenny King. 

Alabama's Achilles’ heel is the secondary. Three starters retum from a unit 
that ranked ninth in the league in pass-defense efficiency. 

And yet, LSU might have the best all-around team in the West. 

The Tigers don't have an established quarterback to feed the ball to their fine 
wideouts, but the running game should be plenty strong with LaBrandon Toe- 
field (if he can come back from a knee injury) and Domanick Davis working 
behind an improving offensive line. 

Rohan Davey and his 3,347 passing yards — not to mention his leadership 
— will be sorely missed. Matt Mauck helped the Tigers upend Tennessee in the 
SEC Championship Game, but that was by running quarterback draws. The 23- 
year-old sophomore will have to show passing skills, or open the door for 
youngsters Marcus Randall and Rick Clausen — Casey's brother. 

Defensively, the LSU front seven is solid, led by All-SEC LB Bradie James. 
The secondary managed 18 interceptions, but gave up quite a few big plays. 

‘Aubum has an outstanding aray of tailbacks and a strong defense, but a limited 
passing game — ranked ninth in the SEC last year — could be the team’s undoing. 
Daniel Cobb and/or Jason Campbell must tun the quarterback position into a plus. 

Ole Miss was second in the SEC with 35.5 points per game, and with Eli 
‘Manning at the helm, the Rebels should rack up the points again. Defense is a 
perpetual weakness. 

Arkansas found a quarterback in Matt Jones, who rushed for 592 yards while 
proving to be sneaky fast on the option. The Hogs are strong at tailback, efficient 
along the offensive line and have the SEC's best secondary. 

Kevin Fant takes over at quarterback for Mississippi State. The offense will 
be improved. The defense should be better, too, as the Bulldogs try to make 
amends for last season's collapse. 

— Jimmy Hyams 


Lindy’s 2002 
_| ALL-SEC TEAM 


OFFENSE - First Team 


QB Rex Grossman Florida 
RB Eamest Graham fs Florida 
RB __LaBrandon Toefield i LSU 
WR Kelley Washington. . Tennessee 
WR __ Taylor Jacobs i Florida 
TE Jason Witten z Tennessee 
c Ben Claxton Ole Miss 
OL _ Jon Stinchcomb re Georgia 
OL Shawn Andrews . Arkansas 
OL Justin Smiley . Alabama 
OL Wesley Britt . Alabama 
PK Damon Duval g ‘Auburn. 
AP Domanick Davis LSU 


DEFENSE - First Team 


Alabama 

‘Auburn 

Florida 

ILB _ Dontarrious Auburn 
ILB_ Mario Haggan 

OLB Boss Bailey 

Ken Hamlin Arkansas 

Todd Johnson St Florida 

Jabari Greer dr. Tennessee 


Damion Duvall “St. ‘Auburn 
OFFENSE -— Second Team 


QB Casey Clausen J. Tennessee 
RB Carell Williams So. ‘Aubum 
RB Ahmaad Galloway Sr. Alabama 
WR Fred Gibson So. Georgia 
WR _ Michael Clayton So. LSU 
TE Doug Zeigler Ole Miss: 
Cc Ben Wilkerson . LSU 
OL Will Ofenheusle b Tennessee 
OL Antonio Hall i Kentucky 
OL Travelle Wharton ._ South Carolina 
OL _ Derrick Thompson Mississippi St. 
PK Alex Walls 5 Tennessee 
AP Derek Abney Jr. Kentucky 


DEFENSE - Second Team 


DL Kindal Moorehead Sr. 

DL Langston Moore 

DL Kenny King 

OLB Eddie Moore 

ILB Tony Gilbert 

ILB Eddie Strong 

OLB Brooks Daniels 
Damien James 
Rashad Faison . South Carolina 
Guss Scott’ le Florida 
Julian Battle 5 Tennessee 

Glenn Pakulak Kenticky 


TAKE A GOOD LOOK NOW. 


’ ¢ 


rants TOO FAST LATER, 


LAND SHARK | FOOTBALL 


You want to win, But do your cleats want it as bad as the rest of you? 
Make it happen with the Land Shark. It provides maximum support and 
performance. And you know what that means—maximum championships. 


HIBBETT SPORTS 


FIND A LOCATION NEAR YOU AT WWW.HIBBETT.COM 


AUGUST 31 

Auburn at Southern Cal 
‘SEPTEMBER 1 

LSU at Virginia Tech 
SEPTEMBER 7 
Alabama at Oklahoma 
Miami at Florida 
SEPTEMBER 14 
Georgia at South Carolina 
SEPTEMBER 21 
Florida at Tennessee 


SEPTEMBER 28 
Alabama at Arkansas 
OCTOBER 5S 

Georgia at Alabama. 
OCTOBER 12 

LSU at Florida 
Tennessee at Georgia 
OCTOBER 19 

Ole Miss at Alabama 
Auburn at Florida 
OCTOBER 26 
Alabama at Tennessee 
Ole Miss at Arkansas 
LSU at Auburn 
NOVEMBER 2 

Florida vs. Georgia (Jacksonville) 
NOVEMBER 9 

Miami at Tennessee 
NOVEMBER 16 
Alabama at LSU 

Georgia at Auburn 
South Carolina at Florida 
NOVEMBER 23 
‘Auburn at Alabama 
NOVEMBER 28 
Mississippi State at Ole Miss 
NOVEMBER 29 

LSU at Arkansas (Little Rock) 
‘NOVEMBER 30 
Florida at Florida State 
Georgia Tech at Georgia 


Tap 10 NA. Talent 


‘He's 6-4, 220, and could be best QB in his family. 
_ Great size (6-4, 225), speed (4.4) and strength. 


First of four games in 18 days for the Tigers. 
Tigers learn early about life without OB Rohan Davey. 


Tide takes on 2000 national champs in rugged road opener. 
Gators’ Ron Zook faces first tough test in mighty ‘Canes. 


Loser falls behind early in East Division race. 

Winner of this matchup has won the East eight of past 10 years. 
A must-win for Tide to win West Division. 

Cross-division game could eliminate loser from contention. 


LSU managed to win West last year despite Gator rout. 
Dawgs have won two straight after Vols won nine in a row. 


This will decide if Rebels are West contender. 
Since 1990, Auburn has most SEC wins at Florida — two. 


Vols have won seven straight — UT's longest streak in series. 
Rematch of NCAA record seven-overtime game last season. 
Matchup of last two teams to win West Division. 

World's Largest Cocktail Party drops one team from East race. 
These teams have won two of the past four national titles. 
Tigers have one home win against Tide since 1969. 

The longest rivalry in SEC; could be back-breaker for loser. 
Might be must-win for Gators to stay in East race. 

Iron Bowl winner could decide West champ. 

Egg Bow! could make or break each team’s season. 

This has been a bitter struggle, especially lately. 


There's not a rivalry in the nation better than this one. 
First-year coach vs. second-year coach in key in-state battle. 


1. Eli Manning QB Ole Miss Jr. 
2. Kelley Washington WR___Tennessee__So._ 
3. Rex Grossman QB Florida Jr.___ Great arm, polished, can do it all. 
4, Casey Clausen QB Tennessee _Jr. 
5. Eamest Graham RB Florida _Sr. 
6. Mario Haggan LB Miss. St. Sr. 
7. Bradie James LB LSU Sr. 
8. Jon Stinchcomb OL _ Georgia Sr. 
9. Jason Witten SIE. Tennessee __Jr. 
10. Carell Williams RB Auburn So. 


He's 17-3 as a starter. Quick reads, tough competitor. 
If he stays healthy, he offers the complete package. 
Back to LB where he belongs after a year at DE. 

Finds the ball so well, now out of Trev Faulk’s shadow. 
Best blocker in SEC. Has height (6-6) you want at OT. 
Fine size and speed for his position, with soft hands. 
A complete-looking player who will carry the mail. 


QUARTERBACK DAVID GREENE WAS THE 
SEC FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR IN 2001. 


BOWL CONNECTIONS 
SEC champ BCS. 
(Fiesta if ranked #1 or 2, otherwise Sugar) 
SEC #2 
SEC #3-5 
SEC #3-5 
SEC #3-5 
SEC #6-7 
SEC #6-7 


Citrus vs, Big Ten #2 
Outback vs. Big Ten #3 
Cotton vs. Big 12 #2 
Peach vs. ACC #3 
Music City vs. Big 10 #6 
Independence vs. Big 12 


"I am nine parts winner, ten parts fighter and 100% Contrarian — so when 


they told me I was crazy to offer you a $2,000 signing bonus, I sai 


a aa 


Tony Salinas, Las Vegas’s Handicapping 


Champion and #1 High Roller Breaks 


the Game Wide Open by Offering YOU a 


$2,000 SIGNING BONUS! 


his past season I beat out 226 other 
contestants for the top won/lost record in 
the $135,000 Football Handicapping 
Championship at the Hilton Superbook. 


“PM SO CERTAIN I’M GOING TO 
WIN EVEN BIGGER IN 2002 I'M 
RE-STARTING MY TONY SALINAS 
HIGH ROLLERS CLUB AND INVIT- 
ING YOU TO JOIN, STARTING WITH 
YOUR $2,000 SIGNING BONUS!” 


Here’s how it works: 
W" Enroll for only $99 — that’s right, $99 


W™ Over the first 66 days of football — covering 
the pre-season and the month of September 
—T'll give you 66 of my college and NFL Best 
Bets, That's $1.50 a game. 


WL guarantee you'll win 66.6% of 
your 66 games —i.e., a minimum of 44 win- 
ners. Based on $100 bets, you must make 
$2,200 in profit ($1,980 after vigerish) 


OW" IET don’t reach 44 and 22 if | come 
up one game short - | have to give you the 
rest of the season FREE. 


$ If 1 do make guarantee, you agree to 
come in for the rest of the regular football 
season for only $200. 


Think that puts ME on the spot? 
Hey, what about YOU! 


HOW CAN YOU TURN DOWN #1 GUY? 
My triumph at the Hilton is only the latest in 
a string of contest victories that goes back 
to 1980 when I first put myself on the map 
by WINNING the $85,000 Handicapping 

_Challenge at the Castaways. 


Bias 


TONY SALINAS 


But I don’t just win contests, I 
win money — 4 and 5-figure 
money. Ask anybody in Vegas - 
bookmakers, players, ticket 
writers - "Who's the #1 high 
roller in town?” You will 

hear the name Tony Salinas 

more than any other. 


MY SECRET? 
1 DO WHATEVER IT 
TAKES TO WIN. 


Ws games. Call on 
the best sources. Keep 
accurate numbers. Put 

myself in the mind of player 

or coach-feel their adrenalin. 

Tve been there. I've played. 

I've coached. I was captain of 

my high school football team, 
point guard on our state champi- 
onship basketball team. Won the 
Calf Roping Championship of ‘Texas 
both in high school and college, 
OI know one thing about winning: 
You DIE before you give up! 


NOW WHAT ABOUT YOU? 

Here's your chance to make the money of 
your life — where even if 1 fall short on the 
$2,000 bonus, you get 12 weeks of the season 
free — while STILL getting the selections of the 
#1 man in all Las Vegas. How can you lose? 


Tony Salinas 


h yeah!" 


THE LEGOND RETURNS 


"A consistent line breaker - and as 
tough an opponent as I've ever seen." 
Bob Martin, late great 

linesmaker at the Union Plaza 


When Tony Salinas walks in the door 
& takes a few shots atus, just he 


~aloneBan move that line. He seare®> 


the livin’ hell out of a lot ofa book!" 
Frank Hall, manager, 
Churchill Downs, Las Vegas 


"Tony is one of the most masterful 
handicappers to grace the sportsbook 
scene, He has thrust himself to the top." 
Peter Luckman, 
Gamblers Book Store, Las Vegas 


"Tony Salinas is everything you like 
about Texas — 
a straight shooter who wins." 
Keith Glantz, former sports 
book director, Station Group 


cuz ae xon at 18907090 TOOO0 


AND LET ME WRITE YOU DOWN FOR YOUR $2,000! 


PS. Geiting back to the contest, the Hilton Superbook has it on record that I went 9-1 the first two weeks. then 5-0 the third week. My 
14-1 start put me so far ahead of the competition they never knocked me out of first place. This year they won't 


atch up to YOU either! 


HiGH ROLLERS CLUB 


‘Around the => 


The Dark Cloud is Back 


Only 10 teams are playing for the SEC championship this season 
... and that includes Vanderbilt. 

Alabama and Kentucky were hit hard by the NCAA — with the 
Tide banned from the next two bowl seasons, and the Wildcats one — 
following arduous investigations. 

“No one’s more concemed about it than | am,” SEC Commissioner 
Roy Kramer said of the violations and sanctions. “But I've been in this 
business a long time, and I'm far more positive about where we are 
today than I was 15 or 20 years ago. Does that mean we still don’t 
have a problem? No ... we do.” 

Since the NCAA began keeping such records in 1953, SEC schools 
have been found guilty of major violations 42 times. That makes the 
SEC the most-sanctioned league in the country. The Pac-10 is second 
with 36 major violations. 

“Obviously, we've got to do a better job,” said Kramer, who 
announced his retirement in the spring. 

‘Alabama received a two-year bowl ban, and NCAA officials said 
the Tide had barely averted the dreaded death penalty. School officials 
appealed the decision after the football program was stripped of 21 
initial scholarships over the next three years, with the NCAA citing 
recruiting violations, booster involvement and an improper loan to an 
assistant coach. 

In addition, the NCAA put Alabama on probation for five years, 
and three boosters were banned from the program. 

Kentucky was given a one-year bowl ban and limited to signing 
16 players in 2002, 19 in 2003 and 22 in 2004. Combined with the 
reduction of scholarships, dismissals and transfers, Kentucky projects 
to play with just 70 scholarship players this season. 


Hit Us With Your Best Shot 

Perhaps it's the influence of the BCS, or the NCAA adding a 12th 
game, or TV exposure, or the desire to please high-paying fans. 

Whatever the reason, the SEC has more intriguing non-conference 
games than it's had in years. 

In the first two weeks, you get Miami at Florida, Alabama at Okla- 
homa, LSU at Virginia Tech, Mississippi State at Oregon, Georgia at 
Clemson and Aubum at Southem Cal ... you get the idea. 

Consider that Miami won the national title in 2001. Oklahoma 
won it in 2000. Virginia Tech played for it in 1999. Oregon was ranked 
No. 2 last year. And Clemson and Southern Cal have Top 25 talent. 


Ranking the SEC Schedules 

We know, we know ... everybody has the toughest schedule. The 
coaches want to play the Little Sisters of the Poor U, and the athletic 
directors want the TV and national marquee draws. 

It's all about finding the right balance to go with the SEC schedule 
that is assigned by the league. This year, Florida and Arkansas did the 
best/worst job of scheduling, depending on how you look at it. 

Here's a rundown of the league’s schedules — from toughest 
to softest: 

1. Floritia — Gators face three top-five caliber teams, traveling to 
Tennessee and FSU, and catching Miami in Gainesville. Also, they get 
talented Georgia, SEC champion LSU and Aubum (which is tradition- 
ally very tough on UF). Spurrier’s timing might have been perfect. 

2. Tennessee — Although three of the four non-conference games 
are one of the easiest sets of anybody, the fourth blows in as a Hurri- 


Four-Year Standings 


While Florida and Tennessee have hogged the East Division championships in recent years (two each), the West has gone to 
four different teams, so fifth-year seniors on half of the teams in the SEC have the experience of winning a division title. 
Also, everybody other than Vanderbilt has been to at least two bowl games. Here's a glance at how teams have done over the past four seasons: 


SEC Pet. All Pet. 
27-5 844 39-11 780 
26-6 813 41-9 820 
21-11 656 = 33-15 688 
18-14 563 29-19 604 
18-14 563. 27-21 563 
W715 531, 30-18 625 
Ole Miss 15-17 469 = 29-18 617 
Auburn 14-18 438 24-23 511 
LSU 13-18 25-22 532 
South Carolina 10-22 18-28 391 
Kentucky 9-23 281 = 17-29 370 
Vanderbilt 4-28 125 12-32 273 
Note: C=Championship, M=Major Bowls, B=Bowls 


Florida 
Tennessee 
Georgia 
Mississippi State 
Alabama 
Arkansas 


Comment 

Gators have just one SEC crown since ‘96. 

41 overall wins in four years lead league. 
Dawgs still looking to get over East hump. 

Lots of wins, but not in enough big games. 
Tide will fall behind in the bowl department. 
Surprising Hogs have fourth-most overall wins. 
Rebs have been consistently “just pretty good.” 
Tigers have had some ups and downs. 

“Team Inconsistency” is on the rise. 

Digging their way out of a deep hole. 

At least Wildcats are ahead of Vandy. 
Commodores retool and start again. Again. 


M 
3 
2 
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0 
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0 
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cane, Yes, those Hurricanes. Despite the three easy bites, the other 
part of the home slate is stunning, with games against national- 
champion Miami, Florida, Alabama and Arkansas. 

3. Alabama — Tide plays at 2000 national champ Oklahoma 
(Lindy's pick to win the 2002 title) on Sept. 7. Trips to Arkansas, 
Tennessee and LSU are challenging. Entertain Southern Miss, Geor- 
gia and Auburn. 

4, Auburn — Tigers have two of the toughest non-conference 
games: Southern Cal and Syracuse, Open season with four games in 
18 days. Travel to USC, Florida, Alabama. 

5, Georgia — Dawgs play two West contenders on the road: 
Alabama and Auburn, Florida game is in Jacksonville, They host Ten- 
nessee, Clemson and Georgia Tech. 

6, South Carolina — Road schedule is rough: LSU, Florida, Clem- 
son, Virginia. East rivals Georgia, UT must visit Columbia. 

7. Vanderbilt — Vandy is at an automatic disadvantage because it 
doesn’t get to play itself. The Commodores face seven bowl teams. 
Hey, at least home fans get to see a lot of good teams: Tennessee, 
South Carolina, Alabama and Florida. 

8. Mississippi State — Opening at Oregon is a killer (although the 
Ducks are rebuilding a bit). Games at LSU, South Carolina, Alabama 
and Ole Miss complete a difficult road schedule. And adding Ten- 
nessee to the schedule for first time since 1995 doesn’t help. 

9, Ole Miss — The only one of the non-SEC games that should be 
considered “losable” is at Texas Tech, but the league slate is daunt- 
ing. Ouch: Florida replaces Kentucky as the East Division foe, and 
the Rebels must visit Alabama, Georgia, LSU. 

10. LSU — Virginia Tech is plenty tough, but the other three non- 
SEC opponents are virtual walkovers. There are trips to Florida, 
Arkansas and Auburn, but they get rival Alabama in Baton Rouge. 
Replacing UT with South Carolina from the East is a little softer. 


11. Kentucky — Wildcats face seven bow! teams, but their only top 
50-type non-league foe is archrival Louisville. After they open with four 
non-conference games (if they aren't 3-1, they're in trouble), they catch 
Florida, South Carolina, Arkansas, Georgia, Mississippi State and LSU. 
12, Arkansas — Here's a recipe for another bowl game. The Hogs’ 
non-SEC schedule should lead to another one of those 4-0 starts, 
and in SEC games, they catch the top two SEC West contenders at 
home (Alabama, LSU). They face a league-fewest five bowl teams. 


Noteworthy 

+ For the 21st straight season, the SEC led the nation in attendance. 
SEC teams drew 72,130 per home game, ahead of the Big Ten by 
almost 2,000 per game, SEC stadiums were filled to an average of 97.9 
percent of their capacity for each home game in 2001. South Carolina, 
Florida, Tennessee, Ole Miss and Georgia had at least 100 percent. 
Auburn, Alabama and Kentucky had at least 98 percent. Only Vander- 
bilt and Mississippi State drew fewer than 90 percent of capacity. 

+ The SEC took a huge hit when 14 star players bolted to the NFL. 
early, which had something to do with the league having 47 players 
drafted. Incredibly, all but two of the 14 early entrees went in the first 
four rounds, suggesting that most received good advice. LSU line- 
backer Trev Faulk and Kentucky TE Derek Smith, however, went 
undrafted. 

+ In addition to players leaving early, a couple major talents left 
SEC programs for other schools: Kentucky running back Chad Scott 
transferred to North Carolina and Florida quarterback Brock Berlin 
transferred to Miami. 

+ Maybe the fourth time is a charm at Ole Miss. Offense-minded 
coach David Cutcliffe hired his program's fourth defensive coordinator in 
13 months: TCU assistant Chuck Driesbach, who worked at Ole Miss in 
1989. Driesbach follows Art Kaufman, Don Lindsey and Reggie Herring. 


SEC in 2002 Draft 
Three Tennessee Volunteers led the way in the first round in April, as the SEC had six players drafted into the NFL 
in the first round, and a remarkable 47 players overall — a dozen more than any other college conference. 
(indicates player still had college eligibility). 


ALABAMA 
Saleem Rasheed” 
Jason McAddley 
Terry Jones 
Freddie Milons 


ARKANSAS 
Carlos Hall 


‘AUBURN 

Kendall Simmons 
Tim Carter 

‘Mike Pucillo 


FLORIDA 

Lito Sheppard* 
Jabar Gatfney* 
Mike Pearson* 
Reche Caldwell* 
Jeff Chandler 
Alex Brown 
Andra Davis 
Marquand Manuel 


GEORGIA 


NFL Team 
San Francisco 
Arizona 
Baltimore 
Philadelphia 


Picked 


NFLTeam 
Tennessee 


NFL Team 
Pittsburgh 
NLY. Giants 
Buffalo 


NFL Team 
Philadelphia 
Houston 
Jacksonville 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
Chicago 
Cleveland 
Cincinnati 


NFL Team 
Charles Grant New Orleans 
Will Witherspoon Carolina 
Randy McMichael” Miami 
Terreal Bierria* Seattle 
Jermaine Philips Tampa Bay 
Verron Haynes Pittsburgh 
Joshua Mallard Indianapolis 
Tim Wansley Tampa Bay 


KENTUCKY NFL Team Picked 
Dennis Johnson* Arizona (98) 


isu ‘NFL Team 
Josh Reed* Buffalo 
Rohan Davey ‘New England 
darvis Green New England 
Robert Royal Washington 
Howard Green Houston 


Picked 


MISSISSIPPI 
Terrance Metcalf 


NFL Team Picked 
Chicago (98) 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 
Dorsett Davis 


NFL Team 
Denver 


Picked 


‘SOUTH CAROLINA NFL Team 
Kalimba Edwards Detroit 
Sheldon Brown Philadelphia 
Andre’ Goodman Detroit 
Willie Offord Minnesota 
John Stamper Tampa Bay 


TENNESSEE NFL Team Picked 
John Henderson Jacksonville 9) 
Donte’ Stallworth* New Orleans 

Albert Haynesworth* Tennessee 

Fred Weary Houston 

Will Overstreet Atlanta 

Travis Stephens Tampa Bay 

Andre Lott Washington 

Reggie Coleman Washington 

Teddy Gaines San Francisco 

Dominique Stevenson Buffalo 


nothing to dotonight? 


* Live Greyhound Racing 


* Simulcast Horse & Dog Racing From The Countries 
Leading Tracks 


* Quincy's Triple Seven Now Open 24/7 


Alabama's largest video entertainment center located at Victoryland 


eltitths, 


J \ {e) 
Take I-85 to Exit 22 (Just minutes from Montgomery) Take 1-459 to Exit 31 (Follow the Signs) 
Open 7days a week, 24 hours a day. Open Monday through Saturday @ 11:30am. 


Rating the 


League's Top Teams Loaded Again 


1 


itl 


QUARTEREA| 


he SEC is loaded with outstanding quarter- 
backs — so much that Lindy’s felt compelled 
to write a full feature story about them (Page 118). 

t's somewhat ironic that just as Steve 
‘Spurrier leaves Florida, his biggest impact is felt 
around the league, in terms of the SEC throwing 
perhaps the most impressive roster of quarterbacks 
at each other than at any time in league history. 

Pity the defensive coordinators. And 
because of the strength of the offenses — largely 
because of the experience and talent under cen- 
ter — pity the offensive coordinators who are 
going to have to try to keep up with each other. 
With these quarterbacks, we don't expect to see 
many 10-7 SEC games in 2002. 

Florida's Rex Grossman rates as perhaps 
the top Heisman Trophy candidate this season 
after finishing second in the voting last year. 

Yet, Tennessee's Casey Clausen, Ole Miss’ Eli 
Manning, Georgia's David Greene and Kentucky's 
Jared Lorenzen have been amazingly effective ... 
and not one isa senior. Grossman led the nation in 
passing efficiency and total offense last year, and 
Clausen is 17-3 as a starter. 

Two other quarterbacks have shown they're 
effective on the ground and hope to show some 
balance this year — Alabama's Tyler Watts and 
Arkansas’ Matt Jones. 


he SEC lost a terrific array of receivers early to 

the NFL—LSU’s Josh Reed, Tennessee's 
Donte’ Stallworth, the Florida tandem of Jabar 
Gaffney and Reche Caldwell and tight ends Randy 
McMichael of Georgia and Derek Smith of Kentucky. 

But the league still is blessed with splendid 
pass catchers. 

Terrence Edwards is on the verge of breaking 
Most of Georgia's receiving records, but he might 
Not be the best wideout on his team. Fred Gibson 
wowed fans as a true freshman, with 33 catches 
for 772 yards. Damien Gary caught 25 passes and 
Reggie Brown returns after missing last season. 

LSU lost Reed but returns explosive Michael 
Clayton (47 catches), Jerel Myers (39) and Reg- 
gie Robinson, who missed 2001 because of an 
injury. Florida has a star in the making in Taylor 
Jacobs (18.7 yards per catch). 

Tennessee's Kelley Washington (64 for 
1,010) is a future first-round NFL pick. The Vols 
have another first-round candidate in tight end 
Jason Witten, 

The top returning receiver based on recep- 
tions is Kentucky's Derek Abney (66 catches). 
Dan Stricker (65 for 1,079) is one of Vanderbilt's 
all-time greats. Only Auburn and Alabama do not 
return a receiver with at least 35 catches. 


RUNNING BACKS 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


6. Miss. State 


8. S. Garolina 
10. Ole Miss 


UL. Kentucky 
12, Vanderbilt 


10, Miss, State 


he SEC doesn't return a 1,000-yard back, 

but this is a league that always features 
quality runners. This year is no exception. 

LSU's LaBrandon Toefield (992 yards) is the 
top returning rusher. He would have easily cracked 
1,000 yards, but he was slowed by injuries. He tied 
an SEC record with 19 rushing touchdowns, and 
the Tigers’ depth — in the name of Domanick 
Davis — made the difference last season. 

No team has more depth than Auburn, 
which features Carnell “Cadillac” Williams, Ron- 
nie Brown and Nebraska transfer Chris Butler. 

Earnest Graham, underused in Florida's 
system by Steve Spurrier, averaged 5.2 yards 
acarry. The Gators were 9-0 when he played, 0-2 
when he didn't. Watch for him to top 1,000 yards 
under Ron Zook this season. 

Alabama has an excellent 1-2 punch in 
Ahmaad Galloway (881 yards) and Santonio Beard 
(633 yards). Beard rushed for 199 against Auburn 
and averaged an SEC-best 8.2 yards a carry. 

Mississippi State’s Dontae Walker might be 
ready to shoulder the load with the departure of 
Dicenzo Miller. Fred Talley has had consecutive 
700-yard seasons for Arkansas. Tennessee loses 
SEC rushing leader Travis Stephens, but Jabari 
Davis and Cedric Houston were impressive during 
the spring. 


verall, this isn’t a strong year in the SEC 
for offensive lines. But that's all relative. 

Alabama returns all five starters from a unit 
that helped lead the SEC in rushing (226.4) by 40 
yards per game. The Crimson Tide had tailbacks 
who rushed for 881 and 663 yards, and a quar- 
terback who added 564 more. Moreover, the Tide 
averaged 5.3 yards a carry, well ahead of runner- 
up South Carolina at 4.6. 

While coach Dennis Franchione contends 
that his line is still young — the Tide will start 
three sophomores — it is the best in the SEC. 
The leaders are sophomores Justin Smiley and 
Wesley Britt, and center Alonzo Ephraim. Donte 
Ellington, a former SEC All-Freshman selection, 
can't crack the starting lineup. 

Tennessee returns three starters from a solid 
line, but lost senior stalwarts in Fred Weary and 
Reggie Coleman. The Vols don't have a star, but 
Michael Munoz, a Freshman All-American who sat 
ut last season because of knee surgery, has the 
potential to be All-SEC — if he stays healthy. 

Georgia returns four starters from a solid 
line, led by tackle Jon Stinchcomb. 

Ole Miss returns All-SEC center Ben Claxton 
and three other starters, but loses All-SEC tackle 
Terrance Metcalf. 
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Nobody Sits On 


The Bench. 


ju there. 

You get 
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AN 01 a winning financial game plan. And unbeatable 
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Bama's Best Across the Line — 
Tigers’ Duval Leads All Kickers — 
Everybody Boasts Their ‘Backers 


1. Alabama, 
2, Auburn 

3. Georgia 

4, LSU 

5. Florida 

6. Tennessee 
7,8, Carolina 
8. Miss, State 
9. Ole Miss 
10, Arkansas 
I, Vanderbilt 


12. Kentucky 


I, Arkansas 
2. Tennessee 
3, Auburn 

4, Miss. State 
5. Florida 

6. LSU 

7.8. Carolina 


8. Ole Miss 


t's unusual for a team to have the best offen- 
sive and defensive line in its conference, but 
you can make a strong case for Alabama. 

The Crimson Tide returns four players 
with starting experience, three of whom earned 
first- or second-team All-SEC honors last sea- 
son. Tackle Jarret Johnson had nine sacks. 
Kindal Moorehead recorded 10.5 tackles 
behind the line in 2001 after missing 2000 
with an injury. Kenny King is one of the best 
nose tackles in the SEC. The Tide even has 
good depth up front. 

LSU improved its run defense as the season 
progressed and should be strong up front again, 
Georgia has a lot of good players on the front 
four, but no one exceptional, Auburn's DeMarco 
McNeil is exceptional. 

Florida has a star player in All-SEC lan 
Scott, but must replace Alex Brown. 

Tennessee, which led the SEC in rushing 
defense last year, must rebuild its entire front 
four, but the Vols will be competitive on the 
line. Langston Moore leads South Carolina's 
defense. 

Mississippi State, usually strong up front, 
loses Conner Stephens and Dorsett Davis and 
moved Mario Haggan back to middle linebacker, 
creating a huge void on the defensive front. 


rkansas has the best two cornerbacks in 

the league — Lawrence Richardson and 
Ahmad "Batman Carroll, Richardson led the SEC 
with 20 passes broken up and Carroll had 13. 

Arkansas was second in the SEC in inter 
ceptions with 17 and returns four players with 
starting experience, including free safety Ken 
Hamlin (118 tackles). 

Tennessee, vilified for its play in the defen- 
sive backfield in recent years, has three all-star 
candidates in the secondary, led by athletic Julian 
Battle and Jabari Greer, one of the SEC's top cover 
corners. John Chavis could have his best sec- 
ondary in eight years as defensive coordinator. 

Auburn has four starters back. Mississippi 
State’s unit got burned last year in Joe Lee 
Dunn's gambling attack. But Korey Banks, picked 
on early, had four picks and broke up 14 passes. 

Florida, which led the league in pass 


I fyou make All-SEC at linebacker this season, 
you've got game, It seems each team has a 
bona fide all-league player. 

Georgia has the best trio with Boss Bailey, 
Tony Gilbert and Chris Clemons, who started a 
handful of games. Gilbert made at least 96 tack- 
les each of the past two seasons. 

Tennessee is so stacked at linebacker that 
the Vols experimented with the 3-4 during the 
spring. Eddie Moore is touted for All-SEC, but 
Kevin Burnett has more talent, 

Despite losing Saleem Rasheed, Alabama 
has an exceptional group, led by Brooks Daniels 
(102 tackles) and Cornelius Wortham. 

Auburn's Dontarrious Thomas is the SEC's 
leading returning tackler (122) and he's flanked by 
athletic Karlos Dansby, who had five interceptions. 

Florida has a solid group, as does LSU, 
which boasts All-American candidate Bradie 
James, who won't be playing in the shadow of 
Trev Faulk, who left early for the NFL. 

Eddie Strong at Ole Miss is a hoss. Missis- 
sippi State's Mario Haggan, after a year at defen- 
sive end, returns to middle linebacker, where he 
led the SEC with 132 tackles in 2000. 

Arkansas returns two linebackers who made 
over 100 tackles — Tony Bua and Caleb Miller, 
who added four picks. 


uburn has the best punter and kicker in the 

Jeague, and it happens to be the same per 
son — Damon Duval, Duval won three straight 
‘SEC games with last-second field goals before 
tailing off. He made 16 of 26 field goals and aver- 
aged 44 yards a punt. 

Still, Georgia has the best overall special 
teams. Billy Bennett (17 for 25) made six field 
goals in one game and is the league's top return- 
ing kick scorer. Jonathan Kilgo averaged 43.8 
yards punting, And Damien Gary was second in 
punt returns (12.5-yard average) while Fred Gib- 
son was third in kick returns (26.8). 

LSU improved dramatically in special 
teams, which was a big factor in the Tigers win- 
ning the SEC last year. Domanick Davis led the 
league in punt returns (13.8); Donnie Jones 
managed 43.7 yards per punt; and John Cor- 


bello hit some clutch field goals late, although 
ay he was just 14 for 23 overall. 
Kentucky's Glenn Pakulak is back after lead- 
1eiDiaunies. ing the SEC in punting (44.5). 
This could prove a costly area for Alabama, 


2: Aiayane defense efficiency, has perhaps the best safety 


tandem in Todd Johnson and Guss Scott, and 
cornerback Robert Cromartie returns after miss- 
ing last season with an injury. 


10, Georgia 


SECONDARY 


I. Vanderbilt IL. Miss. State 


12. Kentucky 


LSU led the SEC with 18 interceptions, yet 
the Tigers’ secondary was often exploited. Ole 
Miss, which gave up an SEC-low 161.3 passing 
yards per game, lost both corners. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


which figures to be in several close games. The 
Tide doesn't have a proven kicker or return man, 
and punter Lane Bearden averaged just 39.6 
yards, 
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THE RACE 

For the first time, the SEC race went into December, with 
rescheduled games deciding both divisions. 

In the East, Tennessee went into Gainesville looking to scramble the 
national championship picture and for their first victory at Florida since 
1971. The Vols got 226 rushing yards from Travis Stephens and 
stopped a two-point conversion attempt with 1:10 left to knock off 
second-ranked Florida 34-32. 

Meanwhile, the young Aubum Tigers had the West in a head- 
lock, needing only to split their final four games to advance to the 
conference championship game. But it all came undone with a loss 
to Arkansas, a wipeout against Alabama and a setback to LSU. 

There was still one more surprise. 

With a spot in the national championship Rose Bowl theirs for the 
taking, Tennessee laid a big ol’ SEC title game egg against short- 
handed LSU. Despite losing quarterback Rohan Davey and running 
back LaBrancion Toefield to first-half injuries, the Tigers fought past 
the sluggish Vols 31-20 to make the BCS a snarled mess that the 
computers would resolve in favor of Nebraska. 


THE CHAMPION 

LSU hadn't won the SEC title since 1988, and with three league 
losses before November, it didn’t look as if 2001 would be the sea- 
son that broke the streak. It was then that the Tigers found their 
missing higher gear, especially on offense. 

Not many teams could match LSU's offensive skill, led by record- 
setting receiver Josh Reed, all-league running back Toefield and 
tough-guy quarterback Davey. In winning its final six games, 
including a decisive 47-34 Sugar Bowl victory over Big Ten champ 
Illinois, LSU averaged more than 35 points. 

Even the reserves were ready. The Tigers would not have made it 
to the Sugar Bowl if quarterback Matt Mauck and running back 
Domanick Davis hadn't stepped up as more-than-capable injury 
replacements in the SEC title game against Tennessee. 


THE STARS 
Offensive Player of the Year: Rex Grossman, QB, Florida 

The Gators kept using Rex as a weapon, as he passed for more 
than 300 yards in each of his first nine games, threw for 34 touch- 
downs and led the nation in passing efficiency (170.8). 
Defensive Player of the Year: Alex Brown, DE, Florida 

Brown finished his career with a season more reminiscent of his 
spectacular sophomore performance than his uninspiring junior 
year. When it was over, he had 10.5 sacks and 14 tackles for loss. 
Coach of the Year: Houston Nutt, Arkansas 

Nutt got the nod from his SEC peers for the way he helped turn 
around the Hogs after a 1-3 start marked by an abysmal offense. 
Sparked by the insertion of freshman QB Matt Jones, Arkansas ran 
off six consecutive victories, including wins over South Carolina, 
Auburm and Ole Miss in a seven-overtime thriller. 


THE BOWLS 

The SEC sent eight teams to the postseason (one fewer than the 
previous season), including five that played in January. A couple of 
things to boast about: The league went 4-1 in its biggest bowls and 
asserted its dominance over the Big Ten with a sweep of three games. 


Orange Florida 56, Maryland 23 

Sugar LSU 47, Illinois 34 

Citrus Tennessee 45, Michigan 17 
Cotton Oklahoma 10, Arkansas 3 
Outhack South Carolina 31, Ohio State 28 
Peach North Carolina 16, Auburn 10 
Music City Boston College 20, Georgia 16 
Independence Alabama 14, lowa State 13 


| 


Year in Review ‘ 


ALL-SEC TEAM 


“as selected by the league coaches | 
OFFENSE — First Team OFFENSE — Second Team 


08, Rex Grossman, Florida QB Rohan Davey, LSU 

RB__ Travis Stephens, Tennessee RB__Lew Thomas, Vanderbilt 

RB ___LaBrandon Toefield, LSU. RB __Joe Gunn, Olé Miss 

WR __ Jabar Gaftney. Florida RB__ Fred Talley, Arkansas 

WR __Josh Reed, LSU WR__Reche Caldwell, Florida 

TE__ Randy McMichael, Georgia WR __ Donte’ Stallworth, Tennessee 

C__Zac Zedalis, Florida: WA __ Kelley Washington, Tennessee 

‘OL Terrence Metcalf, Ole Miss WR__Dan Stricker, Vanderbilt 

‘OL__ Mike Pearson, Florida TE Terry Jones Jr., Alabama 

OL Kendall Simmons, Aubum. CG Ben Claxton, Ole Miss 

‘OL Fred Weary, Tennessee Curt McGill, Georgia 

K___Damon Duval, Auburn OL Jon Stinchcomb, Georgia, | 
(OL Melvin Paige, South Carolina 

Jason Baggett, LSU 


DEFENSE — First Team OL 
= ‘Shane Hall, South Carolina 


OL____Pat Green, Vanderbilt 


Nili Over 
Kalimba Edwards, South Carolina 


K___ Jeff Chandler, Florida 


Trev Faulk LSU 


Syniker Taylor, Ole Miss 
= Lott, Tenne 


orida___ 
ymas, Auburn 


THE STANDINGS 


EASTERN 
Team SEC Pcl _—PF PA ALL Pel. __P PA 
Tennessee 71 875-225, 148 1-2 846 40025 
Florida 62 7503 12210-2833 538178 
South Carolina 5-3 625 _189 160 93 750 _310 _230 
Georgia 53 625 204 167. 8-4 667 331228 
Kentucky 17.125 206 2852182259367 
Vanderbilt 08 000128315 28.182 226 402 
WESTERN 
Team SEC Pcl PF PA ALL Pot. PF PA 
Lsu 53 625 231 20310-3769 418_—_—302 
Auburn 53 625 152 193 75 583254281 
Alabama 44 500 203 177 75 583318232. 
Arkansas: a4 500 208 75 583204 279 
Ole Miss 4-4 500-262 262 74 636__—«391__—310 
Miss. State 26 250 (119 216 38 4273) «(196288 
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reat quarterbacks have been sprinkled through 
the SEC over the decades, with some of the 
game's greatest names ... 

Archie and Peyton Manning ... Joe Namath 
Steve Spurrier .,, Ken Stabler ... Pat Sullivan 
Danny Wuerffel ... Tim Couch ... All-Ameri- 
cans ... Heisman Trophy winners ... future pro 
stars 
But in 2002 there's something different 
about the quarterbacks in this SEC. What's different is that half the 
teams in the league have a quarterback who could be tops in the 
league ... which this season, is to say tops in the country. 

Much as the SEC has long claimed to be the deepest confer- 
ence in college football, this year its roster of quarterbacks has to 
be deeper than that of any other league. 

“You can make a good case for this group,” said the scouting 
director from one NFL club who asked not to be identified. 
“There's at least four of them who will wind up as first-round 
picks and at least one has a chance to be the top overall pick. 
The collective potential is ridiculous.” 

Never has the talent pool been this deep, accomplished or 
polished at such an early career stage. Dare we say, the SEC is a 
quarterbacks’ league in 2002. 

The Fab Five all rate among the top 18 quarterbacks in the 
country, according to Lindy's preseason All-American checklist. 


The Golden Boy 

Rex Grossman rose from third string to Associated Press 
National Player of the Year in his first full season as Florida's 
starter. He threw for 34 touchdowns and led the nation in passing 
efficiency (170,8) and total offense (354.9 yards a game). The last 
guy to pull that double? A kid named Steve Young at Brigham 
Young back in 1983. 

Coach Steve Spurrier left Gainesville for the Washington Red- 
skins, but new offensive coordinator Ed Zaunbrecher knows what 
to do with a good quarterback, Grossman might not duplicate his 
2001 numbers, but don't put it past him and the Gators to keep 
throwing and winning like crazy. 

Even when the Bloomington, Ind., native, wasn't in Spurrier's 
good graces, he was great. Grossman was benched in favor of 
Brock Berlin in the Orange Bowl for missing curfew, but threw for 
248 yards and four touchdowns. 

“Rex coming back is the key to the offensive side of the ball 
for us,” new coach Ron Zook said. “You've got a very experi- 
enced quarterback who's had two great years and we're looking 
for a third.” 


The Legacy 

Elisha Nelson Manning was destined to follow in someone's 
Shaq-sized footsteps. Whether it was father Archie’s at Ole Miss 
or brother Peyton's at Tennessee was the only question, 

Young Eli’s task was not only to dodge defenders vying for 
his scalp, he had to do it with style and flair and under a national 
microscope, as is the norm when you're named Manning. 

He didn’t dampen the hype by completing his first 18 passes 
and tossing a school-record five touchdowns in his first start. 
Then he engineered a late-game drive to help the Rebels beat 
Alabama for the first time in 13 years and also carved up the LSU 
secondary in a win at Baton Rouge as the Rebels started 6-1. 

When the dust settled, Manning had thrown for a school- 
record 31 touchdowns, 2,948 yards and just nine interceptions. 


And unlike Grossman, his 6-4, 220-pound frame — com- 
bined with splendid, textbook mechanics and the quickest release 
this side of the professional game — have him pegged for a short 
cameo in the green room on draft day, whenever he decides to 
move on. 

“There was a lot of curiosity about him before the season,” 
an NFL scouting director said. “But he answered all the questions. 
He's the prototype, the real thing. And with his pedigree, he’s 
easily the best pro prospect of the bunch.” 


The Iceman 

With Grossman and Manning hogging the spotlight, Ten- 
nessee’s Casey Clausen quietly came of age last season. Obvi- 
ously, it’s rare that the signal caller on Rocky Top isn’t the center 
of attention, but Vols fans were more worried about the running 
game when the season started. 

When Travis Stephens took care of that problem, Clausen had 
all the pieces in place to shed the “Surfer Dude” image of a Cali- 
fornian in Knoxville. He erased cloubts about his toughness every 
time he hit the field, He was at his best in the biggest games. 

Clausen passed for 309 yards and two touchdowns in a Sep- 
tember win over LSU. He ran for the winning touchdown in a win 
over Notre Dame, passed for 332 yards and two touchdowns in 
the SEC title game loss to LSU and then capped the season with 
a masterful 393-yard, three-touchdown MVP performance in 
a 45-17 Citrus Bowl rout of Michigan. 

A year earlier, Clausen was humbled in a Cotton Bowl drub- 
bing at the hands of Kansas State. Twelve months made all the 
difference. 

“Basically, he just grew up,” Vols receiver Kelley Washington 
said after the Citrus Bowl. “He's the man now, without question. 
This is his team.” 


The Upstart 

When Quincy Carter surprised Georgia fans by jumping to 
the NFL following the 2000 season, the Bulldogs were left with 
senior-to-be Cory Phillips and hotshot recruit D.J. Shockley to 
battle it out. 

Phillips had filled in admirably for an injured Carter during the 
2000 season and the incoming Shockley was supposed to be 
a perfect fit for Mark Richt’s system. 

At least, that’s how it looked until a redshirt freshman named 
David Greene came to light. Greene, whose recruitment a year 
earlier out of South Gwinnett, Ga., was relatively quiet because 
of an early commitment to Georgia, appeared to be caught in 
a nasty numbers game. 

But he grabbed the job by the throat, made it his own, and 
promptly displayed himself as the most impressive freshman 
quarterback in the country. He efficiently ran the offense, led 
comebacks and became the first UGa quarterback in 20 years to 
win at Tennessee. 

Greene became the SEC Rookie of the Year after compiling 
better numbers than any Bulldog freshman quarterback ever. 


The Heavyweight 

Have the indignities finally run their course for Kentucky's 
Jared Lorenzen? 

The WWF-sized Kentucky junior suffers more fat jokes than 
Ralph Friedgen or Rick Majerus ... and he lost his starting job to 
Shane Boyd in less than 60 minutes last season, 

But that’s when he endeared himself to new Kentucky coach 
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By SEKOU SMITH 


Guy Morriss. Instead of sulking on the sidelines, Loren- 

zen drew closer to offensive coordinator Brent Pease and 
figured out what had derailed him after freshman totals of 3,667 
yards and 19 touchdowns. 

After watching Boyd start five games, Lorenzen came on in 
relief against LSU and helped the Wildcats nearly upend the 
Tigers before falling, 29-25. Given back his starting job, Lorenzen 
topped the 300-yard mark in each of the Wildcats’ final five 
games and matched his freshman TD total in just eight games. 
Better yet, he threw just seven interceptions as opposed to the 
21 of that 2000 season. 

Morriss would still like Lorenzen to slim down, but there’s no 
quarterback quandary in Lexington, where “the big kid” contin- 
ues to move past Bluegrass icon Tim Couch on the Wildcats’ 
passing charts. 

“Jared Lorenzen is our starter,” Morriss said entering spring 
drills. “There will be competition at quarterback, but there will be 
competition at every position. We've got a starter and it’s Jared.” 


run “lee 


The B-List 
Beyond the Fab Five are SEC quarterbacks who have talent, too. 
Consider Alabama option specialist Tyler Watts, Mississippi 
State gunslinger Kevin Fant (who has been compared by many in 
the Magnolia State to a young Brett Favre), and Auburn’s Jason 
Campbell (erratic but perhaps the most gifted of any of them). 
“This is as deep a group of talented young quarterbacks as 
I can remember,” said David Cutcliffe, Alabama student in the 
‘70s, longtime Tennessee assistant, and current Ole Miss coach. 
“They're not just good football players,” he said. “They're 
intelligent young men who are real students of the game.” ll 


2002 


Lnoy’s Footsau. ANNUALS 119. 


By GENE FRENETTE 


As a player, Ron Zook had to do more than a little bit of 
a sales job to get into college football. 

He'd been a terrific high school player, but team after team 
crossed him off their list of scholarship candidates because he was 
too small for major college football. 

Finally, thanks to a recommendation from a local dentist, 
he got a chance at Miami of Ohio ... without a scholarship. 

“I told him if he could prove himself and contribute, I'd give 
him a scholarship,” said Bill Mallory, then the Miami coach, 
whose brother Dave convinced him that the Loudonville High 
player had potential. “By the end of his freshman year, he had 
one.” 

But not before Zook began questioning the likelihood of 
succeeding at Division | football. This was not easy stuff. 

“He called me the first month he was there and said he 
couldn't see any future in it,"’ said Zook’s older brother, Bob. 
“He was getting the crap beat out of him, and was wearing, 
equipment that didn’t totally fit. | trusted his judgment and told 
him if that’s what he wanted to do, I'd stand by him. 

“But he decided to stick it out, got through that period and 
started getting more recognition from the coaches. He had to 
earn his way.” 

Earning his way is something Zook has been good at ... and 
it's why he now holds what many consider the best job in college 
football, as the new coach of the Florida Gators. 

Zook returned to Gainesville in the winter after spending 
seven years as an NFL assistant and convincing athletic director 
Jeremy Foley that indeed, a coach with a defensive background 


will have to 


but an offensive mindset can succeed in the footsteps of the 
already legendary Steve Spurrier. 

As a successful college and NFL assistant coach, Zook knows 
the game inside and out. And as a former defensive coach under 
Spurrier, he knows what he’s getting into. 

This will not be easy. A first head coaching job is a tough 
enough gig on its own, and being in the SEC makes it tougher, 
and the expectations at a program like Florida only add to the dif- 
ficulty ... and to be following Spurrier? Whew! 

“What am I going to say?” Zook cracks. “‘Hey, Jeremy, can 
you hire me the next time around?’ That's the hand you're dealt. 
You play it.” 

He says he’s in that job and has had success at whatever 
level and role he has undertaken, largely because of what he 
learned from his big brother. It was Bob who taught him early on 
that being a success in football was about constantly testing your 
limits. 

“Bob used to beat the living crap out of me,” Ron said. “He 
would roll these tires down this big hill behind our house and I'd 
have to run up the hill and tackle those tires with my football hel- 
met on. It was crazy. | was always trying to keep up with Bob and 
his friends.” 

What Bob saw was a skinny, athletic kid who had no fear of 
challenges or contact. Since their father, Pete, was often gone on 
weekdays as a traveling salesman for a plumbing supply com- 
pany, Bob took charge of mentoring Ron in many facets of his life, 
especially football. 

Even after Bob went off to Vietnam as an Army pilot, finally 
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returning home for good on Christmas Day, 1970, he wrote to Ron 
weekly. During football season, the letters usually had a heavy 
dose of instructional tips to help him in his role on the Loudonville 
High Redbirds, where the 6-0, 160-pound Ron was following his 
brother's footsteps as a quarterback/defensive back. 

Bob got home with Ron's senior season ahead of him. And 
after 1,200 hours of combat duty in Southeast Asia, Bob wasn’t 
about to go light on his kid brother. He'd wake him up at 5 a.m. 
to run five miles before school, which also got him in condition 
for basketball and track, where Ron still holds his high school’s 
record in the high hurdles. 

“IL was as hard as | could be on Ron,” said Bob, who now 
works for a management company in Ohio. “It seemed like the 
more I got on him, the more he stepped up to the challenge.” 

Says Ron: “Bob is probably more responsible for me being 
a coach than anybody. How he used to coach me is a lot how 
I also coach, except that Bob is calmer than | am. It’s coaching 
with the mindset of ‘How far can you take a person? How close 
to that edge can you get?’” 

Zook eventually became a three-year starting strong safety 
for Miami of Ohio (1973-75), during an amazing 34-1-1 run with 
three consecutive Tangerine Bowl victories. That included a 16-7 
victory over Florida in ‘73 when the bow! game was played at the 
Gators’ home field in Gainesville. 

John McVay, whose father is a former head coach with the 
New York Giants, started in that Miami secondary with Zook. 

“When it comes to enthusiasm, he believes so much in what 
he's doing that it’s contagious,” McVay said. “He's on ‘go’ all the 
time. His nickname back in those days was ‘Speed’ because his 
motor was constantly running.” 

Too small for the NFL, Zook planned to become a dentist, but 
postponed that for a coaching job at Orville High in Ohio. 

In his second year there, Zook’s intention was still to go into 
dentistry until Murray State coach Mike Gottfried visited Orville 
to recruit one of the players. Gottfried, now a college football 
analyst for ESPN, was there for two hours and ended up being 
sold into hiring Zook as a graduate assistant. 

“He kept on me the whole time | was there at Orville about 
a job and he wouldn't take no for an answer,” said Gottfried. 
“He got my attention. He watched tape with me, gave me his 
evaluation of players. I'd get up to get water and he followed 
me. I thought, ‘You know what? He's recruiting me.’ He got me. 

“I knew when I left Orville, there was something special 
about this guy. | knew when | walked out the door that | was 
going to hire him.” 

On that winter day in 1978, Zook’s life changed for good. 
He had fallen in love with coaching and never again considered 
pulling teeth for a living. 

Over his next five college jobs, including a four-year hitch 
(1991-94) at Florida, and three stops in the NFL with the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers, Kansas City Chiefs and New Orleans Saints, the 
48-year-old Zook took meticulous notes. 

He kept a file on every head coach, and even some assis- 
tants, that he worked for along the way. Zook says he isn’t like 
any of his former bosses — among them Johnny Majors, Frank 
Beamer, John Cooper, Spurrier, Bill Cowher and Jim Haslett — 
but does bring to Florida little pieces of their best qualities. 

“1 always thought Coach Spurrier was real good at getting 
a team up for a particular game,” said Zook. “'He’s also a great 
game-day coach. You have to be able to make adjustments dur- 
ing the game and he’s unbelievably good at that.” 


TO BY JIM BURGESS 


Eee ~. - 


Replacing Steve Spurrier won’t be easy, but Ron 
Zook is no stranger to hard work. 


Following Spurrier will take convincing more than a few 
doubters, but Gottfried says his work ethic will win out. 

“Ron is a high-energy guy with a strong will to win,” 
Gottfried said. “He takes over a job where the bar is already 
pretty high. Maybe not right away, but I think he can eventually 
raise it even higher.” 

“My dad spent eight or nine days with my family in New 
Orleans last year and saw a full week of coaching in the National 
Football League,” said Zook. “He says, ‘I don’t understand why 
you work the way you do.’ | told him, ‘It’s your fault because 
that's the way we were brought up.” 

“You work for what you get. Some people are born on third 
base and think they hit a triple. I had to play and work my way 
there.” 
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Before he signed with Louisiana State in 2001, Marcus Spears 
mused about how he and Michael Clayton grew up competing 
together athletically in Baton Rouge. 

“When we were young, we'd talk about going to the same 
school,” Spears said, “but we never thought it'd be like this.” 

Spears and Clayton became Parade All-Americans at their 
respective high schools and the subject of national recruiting 
efforts. They eventually signed with LSU, not necessarily because 
of a pact they once made, but, in essence, fulfilling their prophe- 
cies. 

LSU landed a third Parade All-American that year in Ben 
Wilkerson of Hemphill, Texas. Getting such an acclaimed trio — 
and their performances as true freshmen last season — provides 
insight into how and why the Tigers have experienced resurgence 
under third-year coach Nick Saban. 

Heads turned when LSU lured Saban away from Michigan 
State with a $1.2-million annual contract that was the third-high- 
est in the country at the time. But over the past winter, hardly 
anyone batted an eye when LSU upped the ante by $400,000 
after the Tigers surprised Tennessee for the Southeastern Confer- 
ence championship and beat Illinois in the Sugar Bowl. 

As ecstatic as the public has been, Saban is not without reser- 


Does Not 
a Dynasty 
Make 


But the grass is greening 
nicely in Baton Rouge 


BY DAVE MOORMANN 


vations. He's worried that people are getting ahead of them- 
selves in trying to create something that's not yet there. 

“We want to build a standard of excellence,” Saban said. 
“We want to be recognized as one of the dominant programs in 
the country like Florida State, Nebraska and that type of deal. 
That's something you build over time. It concerns me a little bit 
that for a lot of people who love LSU, the standard of excellence 
is winning the national championship.” 

That attitude has existed since LSU won its only national title 
in 1958, Beyond that, LSU fans have been yearning for stability 
and consistency. Both have been in short supply over the last two 
decades. 

Since the late Charlie McClendon was relieved of his duties 
after the 1979 season, LSU has employed seven head coaches. 
Only once since 1989 has LSU put together three consecutive 
winning seasons. Gerry DiNardo followed that with two losing 
ones, which prompted his exodus and Saban’s hiring. 

Now Saban has fashioned an 18-7 record in two years (they 
were 7-15 the two previous seasons), and enthusiasm abounds. 
He's recruited well and moved players into positions where they 
can succeed. He's pushed for an upgrade of facilities and con- 
tributed $50,000 while spearheading a $10-million dollar cam- 
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paign to renovate the Academic Center for Athletes. 

He's benefited from some good fortune, as well. 

Rohan Davey’s rib injury last season forced him to miss much 
of the SEC Championship Game but healed in time for the Sugar 
Bowl. In his absence, redshirt freshman quarterback Matt Mauck 
engineered a 31-20 victory over Tennessee. 

A torn anterior cruciate knee ligament sidelined tailback 
LaBrandon Toefield early in that game, but in his place, Domanick 
Davis rushed for 78 yards and a touchdown. When the season 
first began, Davis was being groomed to play in the defensive 
backfield. But as time went on, his importance as a tailback 
became more apparent. 

“If what happened in the championship game had happened 
in the sixth game of the season, maybe we wouldn't have had 
the kind of season we had,” Saban said. 

As it was, Mauck proved to be more than capable with a pair 
of touchdown runs. Mauck origi had signed with Saban at 
Michigan State, but opted, instead, for a four-year professional 
baseball career in the Chicago Cubs organization. 

When Mauck decided to leave pro baseball for college foot- 
ball, he gave Saban a call and landed at LSU. Matick’s cool 
demeanor served him well. 

“After you've played pro sports, you realize it’s just a busi- 
ness,” he said. “You just worry about yourself and your team.” 

Freshmen Wilkerson, Clayton and Spears also made signifi- 
cant contributions in the SEC Championship Game. 

Wilkerson, at 6-4, 275 pounds, started the last nine games of 
the season, with LSU winning all but one of them. 

Clayton caught four passes for 54 yards against Tennessee 
and combined with Josh Reed to give LSU one of the most potent 
receiver duos in the country. The 6-4, 185-pound Clayton finished 
the year with 47 catches for 754 yards and six touchdowns. 

As good as that was, Reed eclipsed it with the best season in 
school history with 94 receptions for 1,740 yards and seven 
touchdowns. 

Significantly, Reed signed with LSU as a tailback and Clayton 
excelled at Christian Life Academy as a safety. To Saban’s credit, 
he recognized that both could make a greater impact elsewhere. 
Reed had moved to wide receiver in DiNardo’s last season, and 
blossomed so much under Saban that Reed skipped his senior 
year for the NFL. 

Linebacker Trev Faulk did the same. 

“| want to get the best players on the field,” Saban said. “First 
of all, we rate the players one through 50. If the ninth guy in our 
assessment isn’t playing much, we start to say, ‘Where on the 
field would he have an opportunity to contribute, and an oppor- 
tunity to be successful?” 

“You only have guys for four years — and sometimes not that 
long — so you want your best players on the field. Your best 
players always make the best plays.” 

Some colleges had considered Clayton a quarterback, but he 
said “in his heart” he felt he could affect the game more as 
a receiver. 

The 6-5, 280-pound Spears didn’t receive credit for a tackle 
against Tennessee, but his presence helped an upstart defensive 
line turn back the renowned Tennessee attack. Spears started the 
season at tight end, but finding a logjam there, moved to defen- 
sive end. It was the same with Kyle Kipps the year before; Kipps 
developed into a starter, which also is the plan for Spears. 

“I think a defensive end can have more significance on the 
outcome than a tight end,” Saban said. “Probably the proof in the 
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Pudding is the transition numbers. A defensive end (in the NFL) 
makes $6 million. A tight end makes $2 million. It's who affects 
the game more, and who changes the scoreboard.” 

Saban’s third recruiting class last February lacked the marquee 
names from the year before, but he signed most every Louisiana 
player he wanted. Saban said he must continue to do that to be 
successful. LSU fell short in east Texas with only one signee after 
having attracted Wilkerson and three others in 2001. The Tigers 
must improve those figures if they are to sustain their quality, 
Saban said. 

For their part, Clayton and Spears slowed the migration of 
high-profile players from Baton Rouge. In the 1990s, tailbacks 
Warrick Dunn and Travis Minor left for Florida State and quarter- 
back Major Applewhite opted for Texas. 

Aside from bucking the trend, Saban said “great character 
and quality people” such as Clayton and Spears “sent a message 
to future players. They let them know that there's great opportu- 


nity here and there's a lot of great things here. They don't need 


to go anywhere else. The grass isn’t always greener.” 
For Nick Saban to say that, it indicates the grass is greening 
nicely in Baton Rouge. il 


There will be more SEC championships if Nick Saban 
continues to rule the state in recruiting. 
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own set of questions — positions to 
be filled, new schemes to teach, how 
the veteran players will perform, which 
new players are good enough to step for- 
ward ... things like that. 
And like every other team getting 


E football season begins with its 


ready for a new season, the Alabama 
Crimson Tide has questions, too. 

But not as many as last year; not even 
close. 

“Last year, every day was a clean chalk- 
board,” said Dennis Franchione, looking 
back on his first season as Alabama's head 
coach. “The first year is always the tough- 
est, and | knew that going in, You're learn- 
ing so much, the players are learning so 
much — just learning how particular play- 
ets’ abilities fit in the offense and defense. 

“Every now and then, | tell my staff, 
‘Don't let me take another job where | have 
to start over.’ It takes about 15 months to 
get back to the cycle where it’s going the 
way you want it. Last December, | feel we 
finally kind of got it on autopilot, but it was 
trying. Some days, we just couldn't be 
completely what we wanted to be, 
because it wasn't how much | know — 
it's how much they (the players) know.” 

The players knew little of what Fran- 
chione wanted and expected. Both sides 
— players and coaches — were checking 
each other out, in some cases testing to 
see who could be trusted, who was ready 
to learn, and who really belonged. 

And hanging over it all was the 
biggest question of all: the outcome of 
the NCAA investigation into the football 
program, the results of which didn’t come 
down until February. 

For better or worse, many of those 
questions are out of the way. 

The players learned what was 


KENNY KING IS A LEADER OF ALABAMA’S 
DEFENSIVE LINE, RATED THE LEAGUE'S BEST. 
PHOTO BY RD. MOORE 
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required to play for Franchione. And Fran- 
chione and his staff learned what it took to 
earn the players’ trust. 

Both sides found out that the NCAA 
probation would include sanctions, which 
— pending appeal — carried significant 
scholarship limitations and a ban on post- 


Even Bowl-less, Fran Says ‘We’re Moving Forward’ 


season play (at least for this season). And 
as bad as the initial sanctions were, it's far 
better to know something than to live 
with the speculation that accompanies the 
impending doom. 

“We can deal with it now,” Franchione 
said. “We know, basically, what we have 
to deal with. And that's much better than 
what we've been dealing with up to this 
point. We're moving forward, moving 
ahead in a positive direction,” 

The area that Franchione retains the 
greatest control over, of course, is the 
football team. That's what excited him 
about going into his second season as 
head coach: the players. 

Going into spring practice in 2001, 
“we didn't know every name,” Franchione 
said, “This year, we have more directions, 
a better idea of what everyone can do. 
We're constantly evaluating to find the 
best players, but at least now we've had 


CRIMSON TIDE 


2001: 7-5 overall, 4-4 SEC (3rd West} 
| COACH: Dennis Franchione —At Alabama: 
| 75, l year; Overall: 145-70-2, 19 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: |7; 8 offense, 
8 defense, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Santonio 


Beard; TB Ahmaad Galloway, WR A.C. 
Carter; OG Justin Smiley, DE Kindal 
Moorehead, NG Kenny King; MLB Freddie 
} Roach 
PRIMARY STRENGTH: Offensive line 
returns intact, and adds depth. That allows 
Franchione to install more offensive plays 


a full cycle and everyone has a better 
understanding of how we want to execute 
our offense and defense. 

“So many things we wanted to do last 
year, we couldn't do because of the inex- 
perience. Going into last spring, we gave 
a broad taste of the offense and defense 


and made adjustments as we went through 
the season, We don't have that this year, 

“We put in everything offensively in 
five practices (in the spring). The players all 
knew it, or at least most of them did. Last 
year, every day it was something new.” 

Indeed, much of what Franchione 
wanted to do on both sides of the ball in 
the 2001 season was severely limited. 

On offense, a very young and inexpe- 
rienced offensive line forced Franchione to 
run most of his offense from a shotgun 
formation, trying to do anything to buy his 
quarterbacks a few seconds to read and 
execute, Alabama was sixth in the SEC in 
scoring (27.6 points per game), but first in 
tushing offense (226.4), and fifth in total 
offense (409.4 yards per game). 

Defensively, new coordinator Carl Tor- 
bush couldn't run the kind of pressure 
defense he wanted because it requires so 


than he had a year ago, and gives quar- 
terback Tyler Watts more options. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Secondary 
was fragile last year, and while everyone 
returns and there is more depth, will it play 
better pass defense than a year ago? 

OVERVIEW: If it weren't for NCAA sanc- 
tions making the Tide ineligible for post- 
season play, Alabama would have been 
considered a threat to win the SEC West. 
As itis, Alabama should be the best team | 
in the SEC not to go to a bowl game 
since undefeated Auburn in 1993. 
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TIDE*REGRUITING 


Name / Postion HomeTown Hich Scoot / Course 
| AVALOS, Brandon OB Tuscaloosa Hilkrest 
Rivals100.com rated No, 12 dualthreat quarterback national # Tucoloosa News Sweet 16 ond AllWee 
‘Aloboma @ All Site @ Threeyecrslarler # As a senior, hod 1,206 yards of offense and 12 touchdowns # 
Hod 3,800 coreer all purpose yards and 32 touchdowns. 


Swe 


‘BROWDER, Chris DL 64,215 Comden Wikcox-Centrol | 
Ranked No, 11 linebacker in the Southeast Region by SuperPrep @ Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16 # Hod 136 | 
tackles ond 29 quorterbock socks 030 senior # AS a juno, had 109 tackles, 19 quarterback seks, six fumbles 
‘caused and four fumbles recovered, 


CHILDRESS, Ahmad DL 6:7, 345 Nosh Garden City CC 

Hod 65 tolls, including five oc for los, seven quarterback sacks ond 10 quartetbck huries a! Gorden 
Cy @ Secondteom All-Conference # Hod 85 tacKles ond rine quarterback sacks oto senior # AS a junior, 
had 101 tackles ond 13 quarterbock socks 


‘CLARK, Jererny DL 63,275 Dophne Daphne | 
Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16 # All-State 4 Helped team to 15:0 season and stale championship # As a senior, 
hod 80 tockles, nine quarlerbock sacks # Hod 66 faces, inducing four locke for los, one quarterback sock 
cand one fumble recovered as ji. 


DARBY, Ken RB 5-11, 190 Huntsville Buller 

SuperPep AlAmerican, ranked No, 36 running bock naionlly # Roted No, 9 runtng back in Southeast 
Region by FrepStar # Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16 @ Hod 4,674 yards rushing in fouryeor career # Hod 
1,591 yords using and 20 touchdowns oso enor @ Had 77locles ot oubidelindbocker, 


| DICKEY, Gront. OL 65, 300 Tyler, 1K leo 
AAlState# AllDisic # Could ploy several postions onthe offensive line # Runs 50 inthe 40-yard dash @ 
Bench presses 365 pounds. 


FLETCHER, Zoch WR 63,200 Moulton City College of Son Francisco 
SuperPep raed No, 4) junior calle player naionall # Spent wo years a Ciy College @ As o sophomore, 
had 45 reception for 1,057 yards ond 15 touchdowns # Hod 37 recepions for 89) yards and sx touchdowns 
‘osc feshnan 


GARTH, Javon 18 63,190 Decolvr usin 

Played on offense and defense + Hod 83 locke, induding nine fockls for ss, tree quarerbock socks ond 
three inercepions cso senior @ Had 42 ecapions for 778 yards ond eight touchdowns # As a junior, hod 78 
Jacke, four qurterbock sacks and fou bles caused # Averoged 22 poins per game for basketball eam, 


HARRIS, Chris DL 66, 230 Tuscaloosa Central 

SuperPrep AlrAmercon ranked No, 21 defensive lineman nationally @ Red No, 19 defensive neon in the | 
Soubwast Region by PropStor @ Twortime Tuscaloosa News A Wes Alaboma # Biminghom News Dandy 
Dozen # Asa seror, had 72 ales and eight quartarback socks @ Hod 82 tackles ond 17 quarterback sacks 
esa jor 


Nane / Postion Se HoNeTown Hici Scroot / Cowece 


| LUKE, Nic RB 61,218 Phenix City Cental 
Hod 689 yards rushing ond 12 touchdowns on 101 caries. a senior # Hod seven receptions for 131 yards 
cond two louchdowns # AS ajnior, had 494 yards using and 10 touchdowns. 


(MCLAIN, Greg DE 63,230 Lineville Lineville 

Helped eam fo sole semifinals # Four-year saree # As a snr, hed 87 yords rushing and 16 ouchdowms 
4 Hod 12 receptions for 314 yards ond vo ouchdowns @ Hed 82 kc, our qurebock socks ee um 
bles cused ond one Rumble recovered. 


MALONE, Chouncey DB 6:0, 189 Trinity West Morgan 
Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16 # Had 1,431 yords rsing and 28 touchdowns os a senor # Returned two puns 
for touchdowns # Hod two intereptions,induding one retuned for ouchdown, 


NANCE, Eorest 1B 63,210 CCourtond Courtland 

‘Mobile Press Register Elle 18 @ As a senior, had 827 yords rushing and nine louchdowns before sustaining @ 
ke injury ine bith game and mising he reminder ofthe season @ Hod 84 foc in five games # Hod 
1,101 yards rushing ond 121 tackles asa junior. 


ROBINSON, Romzee DB 510,175 Huntsville Butler 

Payed qvorterback for Buller # Completed 72 of 114 passes for 1,338 yords ond seven ouchdowns os 0 
senior # Hod 466 yards rushing on sx uchdowns # Hod 33 locks and hwo interceptions on defense # As 
© jn, hod 1,112 yards pasing and 12 touchdowns # Hod 502 yods hing ond five ouchdowns, 


RYAN, Titus RB 62,195 Tuxaloosa Tuscaloosa County: 
FrepStar ranked No, 14 player in Souhaos Region # Tuscoloosa News Sweet 16 # As a senior, hod 1,251 
| yards rushing ond 17 touchdowns # Hod 1,501. yards rushing ond 16 touchdowns as « junior @ Won 55> 
‘mel dash, high jump ond long jump at ste high school indoor rack meet 


RYANS, DeMeco LB 61,210 Bessemer Jess Lonier 
Red No, 5 linbocker in Southeast Region by PepStor @ Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16 ¢ AlkSiole @ Hod 135 
tocles, 11 quorterbock sc, two hmbles caused and Ie interceptions os senior # Academic Allo. 


SCOTT, Dovid DB 60, 180 Homestead, FL Jones Community Collage 
‘Junior college AllAmercon ¢ Helped 4nos lo so juor college chompionship # Hod 44 eles ond saven 
Iintreoptions in 2001 


‘SMITH, Henry DL 6:4, 290 Aliceville Niceville 

Ranked No, 26 defensive lineman inthe Southeast Region by ProStar @ Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16 @ Maile 
Press Regier Elie 18-4 Alaboma Lineman ofthe Year # As a senior, had 190 tackles, including 1 cles for 
{oss and 10 quarterback sacks @ Hod 440 career aces ond 24 quarterback sks. 


TATUM, Kyle OL 6-6, 260 Prathville Prattville 

PropStor All American, raled No, 13 defensive lineman nationally # Birmingham News Dandy Dozen # 
Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16 # Mobile Press Register Elo 18 # Hod 95 lcs, incon 25 lacs fo ls, 14 
quterbock socks and thee mbes recovered as 0 senior # AS a jn, hod 80 aces, including 23 fees 
forlss nd nine quorterbock sacks, 


WOOK ATMHEMD 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


(7-5, 4-4) PASSING Aug. 31 Middle Tennessee 
| NAME Att Comp _Yaros Pct Int 
7 UCLA 20 172 -94-—«'1325 547 10 3 Sept. 7 at Oklahoma 
H Zow 83 48 654 57.8 6 722 

12) Variderbit 2 RISA Sept. 14 North Texas 
31 Arkansas 10 Rn 7 7 A = 
aoe : We jo Yanos Ave Sept. 21 Southern Miss 

}outh Carolina 37 Galloway 174 881 k 

Beard 7 633 Sept. 28 — at Arkansas 
56 Texas-El Paso 7 fee __ P 
24 Gla Miss 7 Hudson 37 205 Oct. 5 Georgia 
24 Tennessee 35 RESET ING Oct.19 Ole Miss 
NAME No Yarns — AvG : = 

21 LSU 35 Milons ss 626 iw 3 Oct. 26 at Tennessee 

eo hany Carter 428 Zr oaeniy| ee 
24 Mississippi State 17 Wokddoy 162571445 2|—*| Nov.2 at Vanderbilt 
31 Auburn 7 Collins 18 252 14.0 58 4 —e ~ 

DeFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 9 Mississippi State 

ea  ____Derensve Leavers re 

ss 2 Tackles: Rasheed 114; Daniels 102; Bacon 68. Nov. 16 at LSU 

INDEPENDENCE BOWL pecetens eis Mets oy, ‘McBride, Myles, Bacon 1 cis a # = 

14 Iowa State TSE || ttastetoctstonl hes onegersn | ||) or29 Auburn 
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The battle-lines are drawn. 
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We're winning the war against retail prices. So when it comes to great discounts we stand our ground, Get the Books-A-Million Discount 
Card and save 30% PLUS an extra 10% on our top ten hardback and paperback bestsellers. PLUS, you will also save an extra 10% on 


everything else in the store. Books, coffee, gifts, games, calendars, magazines, and more. With prices like these, you can't pass them up. 


BAM! 


BOOKS-A-MILLION 


shop online at booksamiiion.com, 
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KINDAL MOOREHEAD JOINS STARTERS JARRET JOHNSON AND KENNY KING IN THE 
CRIMSON TIDE’S VETERAN FRONT. 
PHOTO BY R.D, MOORE 


much man-to-man coverage in the sec- 
ondary. The Alabama secondary was so 
inexperlenced that, by the end of the 
year, Torbush had to call almost every- 
thing based on zone coverages. 


QB Tyler Watts 


MLB Freddie Roac 


CB Charlie Peprah 


“Last year, we did a lot more zone 
blitzing than I'd like," Torbush said. “We 
want that to be about 15 percent of our 
package, instead of 75 percent, like it was 
last year. We want to be a pressure, 
bump-and-run defense, but it requires 
playing great man coverage and having 
guys up front that can really put pressure 
‘on the quarterback, 

“For us to get where we want to be 


defensively as a football team, we've got 
to play man-to-man in the secondary. 
We're working hard on that, which in turn 
should give us the opportunity to make 
plays up front, The more pressure you put 
‘on the quarterback, the more opportuni- 
ties for turnovers you'll have. 

“We did not make enough turnovers. 
last year, Our goal Is three per game, and 
we didn't come close to that (with 19 in 
12 games).” 

Last season, there were glimpses of 
the plan starting to come together. After a 
3-5 start, which included a near-disastrous 
midseason three-game losing streak to 
Ole Miss, Tennessee and LSU, Alabama 
rebounded to win its last four games, 
including a 31-7 victory at Auburn and a 
14-13 Independence Bowl victory over 
lowa State. 

“I always felt we were going in the 
right direction,” Franchione said. “We 
didn’t make some plays when we 
needed, but if you look back, Tennessee 
and LSU were pretty good teams. We 
went through a stretch of some pretty 
good throwing teams, and we were a 
fragile secondary, both from a lack of 
experience and being emotionally fragile. 

“| hate to pick on Mississippi State, 


but they don’t throw the ball as well as 
some of the teams we faced, and when 
we beat them (to start the four-game win- 
ning streak), we gained confidence for the 
last few games. 

“If we could have moved the sched- 
ule around and played that game sooner, 
maybe we'd have played better in those 
games we lost. But once we had that suc- 
cess (in the 24-17 win over MSU), we got 
better, In fact, we couldn't have won the 
lowa State game if we'd played it in that 
stretch of the middle of the season. 

We didn’t have the grit, the heart, to win. 
At the end of the year, we did.” 

That, as much as anything, is what 
Franchione hopes this team carries over 
into this fall. 

“Year Two should be a lot easier,” he 
said, “The players and coaches are on the 
same page. There won't be a lot of drastic 
changes. The players have the foundation, 
and the work ethic is in place.” 

The entire offensive line returns — 
tackles Wesley Britt and Evan Mathis, 
guards Justin Smiley and Marico Portis, 
and center Alonzo Ephraim. 

Tailbacks Santonio Beard and Ahmaad 
Galloway are back, and the second back Is 
being called the ‘A’ back, which is sort of 
a hybrid slot back/receiver. 

The recelving corps is not as deep as 
it was a year ago, but Antonio Carter, 
Triandos Luke, Sam Collins and Dre Ful- 
gham all have experience. 

And at quarterback, fifth-year senior 
Tyler Watts stands alone. Andrew Zow is 
gone, and the challengers are a couple of 
redshirt freshmen, Brodie Croyle and 
Spencer Pennington. 

“Tyler deserves to be the starter,” 
Franchione said. “Whether he remains is 
yet to be seen. Brodie is a touch ahead of 
Spencer, but both are capable of challeng- 
ing. But Tyler deserves to be No, 1, He's 
earned it.” 

On the defensive side of the ball, last 
year's young secondary is a year older, 
with Gerald Dixon, Waine Bacon, Hirchel 
Bolden and Charles Jones returning. New 
to the mix is secondary coach Melvin 
Smith, who came from Mississippi State 
to replace Ron Case, who retired from 
coaching after last season, Redshirt fresh- 
man Charlie Peprah could have a very 
quick impact as part of the starting lineup. 

The defensive front of Jarret Johnson, 
Kenny King and Kindal Moorehead returns, 
with Nautyn McKay-Loescher, Anthony 
Bryant, Todd Bates, Gerard Clark, and for- 
mer offensive lineman Atlas Herrion chal- 
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CRIMSON TIDE SPRING ROSTER SPRING UPDATE 


ennis Franchione installed a new 


r 
1 Demi Necnie_S5-_k_66 ra ot 0 7 tein Jwrinkle to the offense in the 
47 Wok Andon ‘ROY 6 rs S63 2 Dade spring that introduced two new 
10. Corks Andews Sk 60. o Tk 62 28 bee oe NAY aT 2 
19” Joh ret “BS 65 8 Bs 6220 Wee N positions — ‘A’ and ‘W’ — prompting 
Yh 3 $8 ut a some to call it the “Root Beer Offense. 
S$ Tata DES e208 Ha fa G&S? Coberbog. 1D The ‘W’ position is really a combina- 
Tht 3s Worater. Ga es SS BR teat tion of tight end and fullback. Franchione 
44 Sontonio Beard Tk 61216 Node, TN 7 Gk 5917 idee FL ray 
1 lore eon PS 62 198 Holea 2 Cole MBS 61 195 Srevn wants players at both positions to be cross- 
52 John Bevel MB fr 62 252 Beminghom 0 Hoes WE 64 2B Te Comodo Pee iss 
cos, 
$ tied 31 Oak Cede Wa 18 Goma tet resin es stable of pets aay 
Bk a Mea Modes SB fe 6272 Menger, cam catch passes lock, 
1 Bn Boi So SI 215 Colon Mec Mf 62215” Benegham f i ithe bi qe and FB),” 
7 Wesey Brit QF S68 312 Colon 736 Mor der e696 Godden Itdoes a it of (TE ), 
Steet Rk 4 8 has Aaa SH Gk Franchione said. “The average football fan 
93_len Bonen ROE_fr_ 63259 Horord St Kd Moorhead ROE S64 304 Menchin, wouldn't notice much difference. We're trying 
97 Anon Bry Ne 63445 Newbem 22 Nek A 511185 Hero P sti 
oes a a ee 6S ee sles iap hs aati Poeaez te 
a mas 8 hatwon Oca WES 65 279 boovlobowe weakside tight ends are doing the same thing. 
1 eletio Coe €_& $9188 Todos FL 3 TORS ee bn 
a 2h MidyOter eo ee The ‘A’ position is similar in that it's 
7 Gerord Crk i 68 2 — Se eg Gk gt BS ie a hybrid of running back and wide receiver. 
94 Dace Ek 66 18 tenho 71 Nevo Fos GG 63312 fidod Ray Hudson and Shaud Williams got the 
eee — if — 7 Price KS 510 I Vile Rico, GA ri i siti 
7 Sn Cal AS61181 Foye Gest Rf _ $10 16 Wiis most playing time at that position, 
oe a ee 77 tat felis G69 38 Sane © There is a good reason that a dail 
12. edie Croyle fr 62198 Rainbow Gly eee ere oer) OT g sé IV 
keh baal Bo as seh 2 Nien, ‘N60 2b Minis CA depth chart was posted in the Alabama 
ei 8 Freie! Moh 62 27 Kes i i 
Stade fs 6 a eee mk 62 es locker room in the spring. Every day, there 
7% Se Sar dese HO 3 Mok Sanden SG 67317 Ade seemed to be someone moving to a new 
&. Dae lingon STS 66363 laghen aa ES 6) 28 _behon position. While Freddie Roach has been 
‘38 Alonzo Ephroim CS 64 312 Seminggos 6 Dovid Ses SN fr 64 2 Veto impressive at middle linebacker, replacing 
oe  — hee 91 Sas De 63 Slob KY Salesrn Rashes f fullback Marv 
fora be ee en 95 Mdm Sgn TE fr «6425 Coker, N em Rasheed, former fullback Marvin 
9 WilFonsin SE k 62190 Bron 2 Sven BiB Ss 63 20 led Brown moved to middle linebacker and 
+ Aeafos SSeS 12 Pr wm ee er made an immediate impression, 
ei eS 36a Soih TB $510 28 Srmgen i i 
"29 Avwood Goloway TBS 61-200 Migr, : Depth in the secondary is such that 
ton Gonbe B_s_56_160_ Gaunt A oan a former defensive back Thurman Ward 
85 en Gers S68 217 toch, A. 
31K 107 6170 Rowe Gy.lA 4) ee ae SNF 65 BO Ad, ‘ ‘ sualk 
5 fen Goter fof om 2 2 ble oer WS ote moved to wide receiver. Offensive linemen 
2 Mat ice B_ % 60 191 Tucsese 2 lost ae oer Atlas Herrion and Bart Raulston both made 
ee fe a ee the move to the defensive line in late 
‘Ad_Ted Golo TE So 66 242 Nerhport 
Hens i ie 1 Tharon Wad BS 61 16h Sade NS is i 
2 ae Gy 18 hae ee: 2-2 Ee spring. Tailback Marquez Dupree moved to 
41 Ronen Hapa 5h 61 wale is @ & 63 2 Fehon the ‘W’ position (fullback/tight end). 
15 Nes terin Bs 64 S0l_Depe Sine eS Freshman Juke King gained enough 
1 Loc Hob 185 Scatbro 2% Kip Wiioms =k 61190 atom Ig gant ig) 
a ae ia : st ta rep 8 as A x $5 a Seeloatin bulk over his first season to move from 
27 Roy Hodion So Si _18 a Won cs defensive back to ineback 
30 Chis ones SS So 60185 Abay, GA 10 Ve Wet SB S60 160 Teo fensive to linebacker. 
94 onl hwo Wh 64267 Chek 16. Cones Woes SB k 61200 Goh Gy. WS ‘i i i 
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Charlie Peprah, Roman Harper, and 
sophomore Anthony Madison were impres- 
sive throughout spring, in place of starting 
comerback Hirchel Bolden (shoulder 
surgery). While Bolden will not lose his 
OB 2 Tyler Watts, Sr* / Brodie Croyle, Fr Noutyn McKay-Loescher, So / Todd Bates, So starting position due to injury, the young- 
‘FB Donnie Lowe, Jr* / Nick Signaigo, So DT Jarret Johnson, Se* / Gerard Clark, So sters will challenge for playing time. 
TB Ahmoad Golloway, S:* / Santonio Beard, Jr NT Kenny King, Se* / Anthony Bryont, Je 3 z 
FLAC. Carter, Sr / Brandon Greer, Jr = DE Kindol Mooreheod, 5 / Antwon Odom, 50 Mer esac pate ee 
WR Sa 5, Sr /Triondos luke, Jr 1B Comelius Wortham, J" / Joson Rawls, So ated a eos AS 
TE Theo Sanders, S+ / Clint Johnston, Fe | | sat — Fred Roach, Fr Manin Brow, 5° | __‘nee, but was back for a few workouts 
ST Evar ‘So / Donte Ellington, Sr ROV Brooks Daniels, Je* / Mark Anderson, Fr at the tail end of spring practice. 
5G Marico Portis, Se" / Dennis Alexander, Jr Ss a > 7 Anih Receiver Sam Collins missed spring after 
Alonzo Ephraim, Sr* / J.B. Closner, Fr = oC undergoing shoulder surgery. ... Fullback 
QG Justin Smiley, So* / Danny Martz, So Ssiot z Donnie Lowe suffered a concussion early 
QT Wesley Brit, So* / Von Ewing, Fr FS Chorles Jones, Je / Romon Harper, Fr in spring, but is expected to be ready in 
K Brion Bostick, So / Mike Melaughlin, Fr P Lane Bearden, Se / Michoel Zifle, So the fall. 
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AT QUARTERBACK, FIFTH-YEAR SENIOR 
TYLER WATTS STANDS ALONE. 
PHOTO BY RD. MOORE 


lenging for time in the playing rotation. 

The linebacker corps lost Saleem 
Rasheed, who elected to turn pro after 
his junior season. Redshirt freshman 
Freddie Roach, who was ready to play 
a year ago, and junior Brooks Daniels, are 
expected to start. 

Former fullback Marvin Brown is now 
a linebacker, and Torbush is high on 
Brown's ability at that position. 

Much remains unanswered, of course. 
How much improvement can this team 
make from one season to the next? How 
much of an impact will being ineligible for 
postseason play have on this team’s men- 
tal toughness? 

But those are questions Franchione 
can live with, because so many questions 
have been answered. 

“It does feel like my team now,” 
Franchione said. “The players and coaches 
have developed a great relationship, 

a relationship of understanding and trust, 
and because of that, it feels more like my 


Will Watts thrive in a job that’s all his? 


‘omething is missing. Alabama 

fifth-year senior quarterback Tyler 

Watts looks over his shoulder, but 
something is not the same. 

No Andrew Zow. 

For the first time in four years, 
the Watts-Zow controversy is over at 
Alabama, simply because Zow’s eligi- 
bility is up. And the starting quarter- 
back job clearly belongs to Watts. 

Watts completed 54 percent of his 
passes last year for 1,325 yards, 10 
touchdowns (to only three intercep- 
tions), and ran for another 564 yards 
(on 1 uM carries) for five cae nied 

“Tyler's pretty consistent, in an 
day out,” said Ae coach Dennis 
Franchione. “He knows the offense. He's 
evolving very comfortable and confident. 

“His knowledge, his understanding 
of things, his ability to adapt and 
adjust is good, He’s missed some 
throws that | think he knows he'll make 
and we think he'll make. He’s getting to 
the point where adjusting with him is 
very easy.” 

Adjusting has been a way of life for 
the Pelham, Ala., native. From the 
moment he stepped on campus, 
it seems as if he was embroiled in 


team than it did a year ago.” 

As for the NCAA probation? 

“We're moving forward,” Franchione 
said. “This program has had some 


bumps in the road, and this program has 
always survived. It’s strong. There will 
be some tough days along the way. 


a quarterback controversy. Zow or 
Watts, Watts or Zow. That was the dis- 
cussion on every call-in radio show, 
every Internet chat room, and every 
sports grill conversation that had any- 
thing to do with Alabama football. 

Last year, Watts won the starting 
job and started the first nine games of 
the season before a torn groin muscle 
put him on the sidelines for the Auburn 
and Southern Miss games. Still, Watts 
set the school single-game completion 
percentage record, hitting 80 percent 
(20 of 25) of his passes against South 
Carolina. His 1,889 yards of total 
offense was the seventh-best mark in 
school history. 

Still, this being Alabama, Watts 
knows better than to assume everyone 
is solidly behind him as the starting 
quarterback — not with another hot- 
shot recruit, redshirt freshman Brodie 
Croyle of Rainbow City, Ala., already 
pushing him for playing time. 

4 Should have realized it my first 
three-and-a-half weeks,” Watts said, 
laughing at the newest version of the 
Tide quarterback controversy. “Now, 

! expect it. It’s just a way of life around 
here.” Q 


There will be some impact. 

“But Alabama is still Alabama. Every 
program has difficulties to deal with. 
There are no coaching utopias. Right now, 
we have a couple of disadvantages that 
are unique to us, but they won't be there 
forever, and we can get through them. 
We're just going to stay focused on what 
we have, not what we don't have. That's 
the only approach | know how to take.” 

Besides, it's a good year to get to play 
12 games, as the NCAA is allowing teams 
to do this season. Without a bowl — 
or a chance to win their way into the SEC 
championship game — at least Alabama 
gets to line up an even dozen times. 

It’s what they do with those opportuni- 
ties, even without the prospects of a 13th or 
14th game, that will be interesting to watch. 


— Ray Melick 


For more Hens of the Crimson 
Tide, visit http://alabama.rivals.com 
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ARKANSAS 


-@ RAZORBACKS 


n New Year's Day in the Cotton 
Bowl, coach Houston Nutt 
watched and despaired as Arkan- 
sas’ offense played bug to Oklahoma's 
windshield. 
Nutt remembers scanning his play 
sheet and looking for a rock that might 


In Search 


crack the Sooners’ defense. He found 
nothing and the Razorbacks scratched out 
a mere 50 yards in a 10-3 loss. 

“That's what's frustrating on the side- 
line — ‘Golly, what can we call?’” Nutt 
said. “We're going down everything. 
What can we get where we're not going 
to put us in a second-and-1 1, third-and- 
13 or get hit in the back?” 

Overly dependent on the run, the 
offense ranked 97th nationally last season. 
Nutt knows the passing game needed to 
expand if Arkansas expects to challenge 
for an SEC championship and contend 
with the Oklahomas of the world. 

“Coach told us after the Cotton Bowl 
he was going to open up the offense and 
put the offense more on our shoulders,” 
split end Sparky Hamilton said, speaking 
for the receivers and quarterbacks. “We're 
focusing on the passing game because 


5 overall; 4-4 SEC (T-3rd West) 

COAGH: Houston Nutt — At Arkansas: 
30-18, 4 years; Overall: 66-40, 9 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 6 offense, 
7 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RT Shawn 
Andrews, TB Fred Talley, QB Matt Jones, 
FS Ken Hamlin, CB Lawrence Richardson, 
DT Jermaine Brooks 

PRIMARY STRENGTH: The secondary 

can fly. Hamlin enforces the run and rattles 

receivers. CBs Richardson and Ahmad Car- 

Toll emerged from their baptism-by-fire sea- 


our running game has no problem.” 

So here's the trough-half-full theory in 
Hogland: If the Razorbacks can win seven 
games and reach the Cotton Bowl with 
a one-dimensional offense and a young 
team, how much better can they be with 
an expanded passing game and a full sea- 


of Balance . 


son of Matt Jones at quarterback, matched 
with a big-play defense? 

“Right now, everyone is in a champi- 
onship frame of mind,” offensive tackle 
Shawn Andrews said. 

And why not? The SEC West looks 
wide open. Six starters return on offense, 
seven on defense and everybody on special 
teams. Improved speed and skill players 
recruited in the past two years are starting 
to come of age and the Hogs play an eight- 
game home schedule built for success. 

Any questions? 

Plenty. 

+ Arkansas has to replace starters on 
both sides of the line; 

+ Arun-stopping hammer needs to 
step up among the linebackers; 

+ A consistent deep-threat receiver 
must emerge; 

+ And the notoriously slow-starting 
Razorbacks must find a rhythm quickly 
with Tennessee, Alabama and Aubum all 


RAZORBACKS 


son singed but not torched. Theyre capa- 
ble of lockdown coverage, allowing the 
front seven to execute multiple schemes. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Hogs lack 
a consistent deep threat, a proven rush end 
and experience on the left side of the OJine. 
OVERVIEW: For every sure thing, there's 
uncertainty — capable running backs but 
untested blockers; solid secondary but 
rebuilding defensive line; soft non-confer- 
ence schedule, but a history of slow starts. 
Ifthe passing game and pass rush develop, 
the Hogs should challenge in the SEC West. 


looming before the leaves change colors 
in the Ozarks. 

But with talent at quarterback led by 
Jones’ knack for improvisation, a deep 
backfield, steady receivers, go-to blockers 
‘on the right side, a secondary full of future 
NFL players and generous speed among 


and a Title 


the linebackers, Arkansas might be able to 
contend in the SEC West even if it doesn’t 
find answers for every question. 

The key, though, is in the expansion 
of the passing game. Nutt doesn’t mind 
throwing (as his teams did in 1998 and 
*99) with a proven quarterback and 
receivers. But he went conservative the 
past two seasons to play to the team’s 
strength at tailback and to take pressure 
off the quarterback. 

To jazz up the passing game, Nutt 
sent coaches to visit the St. Louis Rams 
and San Diego Chargers during the offsea- 
son. They came back with ideas on how to 
stretch the field and use four-receiver sets. 
Coaches also visited Maryland, where 
Ralph Friedgen’s team mixes runs, passes 
and option like Arkansas. 

The more liberal approach is evident 
in receivers running vertical routes, the 
tight end roaming down the middle of the 
field and throwing to the backs. 

Perhaps most important is the deci- 
sion to prepare one offensive package for 
‘one quarterback. Last season, there was 
an option and bootleg package for Jones 
and a more conventional set of plays for 
Zak Clark and Ryan Sorahan, 

Since then, Sorahan has tried to 
improve his option skills and Jones has 
tried to sharpen his passing in hopes of 
making the broader scheme work. Jones 
didn’t start playing until the fourth game 
and didn’t become a major part of the 
game plan until midseason. Clark started 
every game, but Jones often finished. 


VETERAN TAILBACK FRED TALLEY IS 
A TOUGH INSIDE RUNNER. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 
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MATT JONES DIDN'T START PLAYING 
UNTIL THE FOURTH GAME AND DIDN‘T 
BECOME A MAJOR PART OF LAST YEAR’S 
GAME PLAN UNTIL MIDSEASON. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 


Seeing coaches’ intentions to use 
Jones in the future, Clark transferred to 
Division II Central Arkansas. 

Jones broke the school’s oldest season 
record by averaging 8.58 yards a play, 
eclipsing Jack Robbins’ mark of 7.34 that 
had stood since 1935. Jones did it mostly 
with his legs. 

Despite being 6-5, 215 pounds, he 
can run the option in his sleep and make 
something out of nothing when a pass 
play breaks down. 

“He's moving faster than you think,” 
Nutt said. “I'm thinking a lot of times in 
practice, ‘Matt, go full speed.’ And then 
you get right there next to him and you 
try to run with him yourself, it's like he’s 
going five yards a step and you're only 


going two. That guy is so fluid and 
smooth, he can move.” 

Defenses know this, too. They grew 
wiser to Jones’ ways late in the season 
and schemed to limit him. Witness the 
Oklahoma game. 

So for Jones to remain effective and 
lead the offense, he must improve his 
passing. That will come in time, Nutt said. 

“Llove his arm strength,” Nutt said. “He 
needs some foot work and he just needs to 
throw. In high school, he played in an offense 
where he only threw it seven times a game.” 

Sorahan is a polished passer, but has a 
challenge to his No. 2 spot. Sophomore 
Tarvaris Jackson throws passes like Roger 
Clemens throws fastballs. Jackson needs 
to absorb the offense and leam to read 
defenses more quickly. 

A beefed-up pool of receivers should 
make the quarterback’s job easier. George 
Wilson and Richard Smith return, and are 
joined by Carlos Ousley and Decori Birm- 
ingham, who showed in the spring they 
have some big-play ability. 

Ousley transferred from Wake Forest 
because he wasn’t going to be allowed to 
keep his dreadlock hairstyle there. 

“He's been pleasant for me to coach,” 
receivers coach James Shibest said. “I tell 
you, he’s a quick sucker too, and the thing 
that you notice about him is he doesn’t 
drop many balls.” 

The increased competition has seemed 
to spur veterans Hamilton and Sam Bree- 
den into better play. Both possess big bod- 
ies to overmatch defensive backs, and 
Hamilton has speed. Faulty hands have 
hampered them in past seasons. 

Finding capable ball carriers shouldn't 
be a problem. Veterans Fred Talley, Bran- 
don Holmes and Cedric Cobbs return, 
finally free of the doghouse after each 
tested Nutt with off-the-field incidents. 
The most serious was Cobbs’ marijuana- 
related arrest in January. 

Cobbs’ star already had fallen last sea- 
son when he was injured and labeled a 
soft runner. 

“Cedric has probably come the fur- 
thest,” Nutt said of the tailbacks. “He’s 
really done a good job with his life off the 
field. That’s what I'm most impressed with. 

“(On the field) he’s hitting the hole. 
He's not dancing when he gets to the line 
of scrimmage.” 

Talley and Holmes are tough inside 
runners. Newcomers De’ Arrius Howard 
and Kyle Dickerson made cases for playing 
time in the spring. Especially Howard, who 
appears to have the best combination of 
power and speed among the backs. 


To block for the backs, the line must fill 
spots at center, left guard and left tackle, 

“There are enough capable guys that 
want to play,” offensive line coach Mike 
Markuson said. “To me, it's a smorgasbord.” 

Up front, right tackle Andrews looks 
like the most talented lineman to play for 
Arkansas in more than a decade — and he's 
only a sophomore. Andrews and retuming 
right guard Mark Bokermann will have 
plenty of runs called to their side. 

But the rest of the line is not quite as 
settled. 

Josh Melton started two years at cen- 
ter, lost the job last season and is the 
favorite to reclaim the No. 1 spot. Bo Lacy 
takes over at left tackle. Nathan Ball, who 
has starts at tackle and tight end, will 
compete for the left guard spot with Scott 
Davenport, the team’s strongest player. 

At tight end, coaches have high 
hopes for Jason Peters, who moved from 
defensive end at midseason and devel- 
oped quickly in the spring. He’s a 6-5, 
290-pound quirk of nature who can run 
the 40-yard dash in less than 4.7 seconds. 

On defense, Florida hired innovative 
coordinator John Thompson away in Febru- 
ary, but Nutt had a replacement already on 
staff in secondary coach Dave Wommack. 

Wommack and Thompson cobbled 
together the multiple system Arkansas 
runs when they worked at Southern Miss. 
Wommack has been a coordinator 11 sea- 
sons at four previous schools and plans 
only subtle changes to the defense. 

Arkansas will still base out of a 4-3, but 
the defense is so flexible that the 4-3 might 
be used as little as five percent of the plays 
in some games. Wommack will mix in 
a 3-3-5 that has an array of options and an 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
QB Matt Jones 


Emerging Star 


RT Shawn Andrews 
Top Newcomer 
MLB Marcus Whitmore 


eight-man front to bolster run support. 

The multiple schemes are possible 
because Arkansas has so many quality 
defensive backs, starting with big-hitting 
free safety Ken Hamlin. Wommack will 
use five and sometimes six defensive 
backs to put maximum speed on the field. 
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— = Razorbacks basketball coach Stan Heath. 
* After Tennessee (.820), Florida (.780) 
2002 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART and Georgia (,688), Arkansas has the best 
winning percentage among the SEC's 12 
teams at .625 in Nutt’s four seasons. 

8 __ Malt Jones, So/Ryen Sorehon, So — | EER Beyrosred Hees se /Bisim Seok © Arkansas has taken care of the home 

FB Mork Pi Brandon Kennedy, Fr DT Jermaine Brooks, S+/Joyson Johnson, Jr turf under Nutt, going 22-3 at Fayetteville 

going 

TB Fred Talley, Se“/Brandon Holmes, Jr NG __Arrion Dixon, So/Joyson Johnson, Jr and Little Rock. 

WR Richard Smith, Jr*/Sporky Hamilton, Sr DE Elliot Harris, So/Wesley O'Neal, Sr ; Pr 

WR George Wiken, $5"/Corls Ouey, Fr || IB Gavin Wal Se/Caleb Mller >| 2a Redeers, fie os Fesrinty 5 

| TE Jason Peters, So/Marcellus Poydeas, Se MIB Jeb Huckebo, So/Moreus Whitmore, Jr rom Iriickiles { enniessee Decale: tsa 

UT Bo Lacy, eer Ri, J | | wus Tony 8, erineso Robinson, Fr fifth defensive line coach in six years. 

1G _Nathon Ball, §r/Scot Dovenpor, Je | CB Lewrenceichordbon,J/MennSoksn, Sr __* Shifting assistant coach James 

Josh Melton, S¢/Dan Doughty, Jr © Ahmad Carroll, Sa/Eddie Jackson, Je" Shibest from tight ends to receivers made 

RG Mark Bokermann, Jr*/Jim Peters, Je SS Jimmy Beasley, Jr/Simarr Gallon, Je sense. A UA receiver from 1983-86, he 

RT Shawn Andrews, So*/Jared Hicks, Fr FS Ken Hamlin, */Shelton Parker, Jr still ranks among the school’s top five in 

K Brennan O'Donohoe, Jr*/David Carlton, So P Richie Butler, Sr* /Brennan O'Donchoe, Je five receiving categories. 
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Laying the ‘Hammerlin’ on ‘em 


hen you play like your most 
W5 sere predecessors and 
then break their records, 


you're going to draw favorable com- 
parisons to them. 

Arkansas free safety Ken Hamlin 
politely insists he’s not in the same 
class as Steve Atwater and Kenoy 
Kennedy. 

“Not yet,” Hamlin said of the two 
former Razorbacks who made NFL 
careers with the Denver Broncos. 
“(Kennedy) has been in the league 
couple of years and Atwater has 
already retired. | haven’t got that much 
recognition yet. I'm just trying to keep 
everything going one step ata time. 
Hopetully I'll get there.” 

At least at the college level, Hamlin 
has arrived, 

As a sophomore last season, Ham- 
lin had a hand in 10 turnovers and 
made the All-SEC first team. He broke 
the Arkansas season record for most 
tackles by a defensive back, resetting 
his own mark with 118. 

Hamlin made 104 stops as a fresh- 
man to break Kennedy’s record of 98 


Cornerbacks Lawrence Richardson, 
Ahmad Carroll, Eddie Jackson and Marvin 
Jackson all have track speed, which doesn't 
always mean much, Arkansas has put 
sprinters on the field before, but not all 
could consistently make plays even when 
they were in position. 

“All of those guys have track speed, but 
they're football players,” Wommack said. 

Bo Mosley doesn’t run a 4.3, but he’s 
another sound cover man and tackler who. 
should contribute. Jimmy Beasley and 
Jimarr Gallon could rotate at strong safety. 

Gavin Walls and Caleb Miller solidify 
the strongside linebacker spot and Tony 
Bua returns on the weak side. Walls could 
be the key. 

“Sometimes we like to rush him,” 
Wommack said. “It’s a versatile position 
where we can move him around. He's 
a guy you can feature.” 

But after two consecutive years of hav- 
ing a first-team All-SEC middle linebacker, 
Arkansas seems to lack a dominant run 
stopper. Shane Collins looked like a sure fit 
until he had surgery in March for a torn 


in 1999. Before Kennedy, Atwater held 


the record. 

At this pace, Hamlin should break 
the career mark for tackles by a defen- 
sive back by midseason (287 by 
Kennedy, 1996-99), 

“He’s a physical hitter,” Arkansas 
coach Houston Nutt said, “That’s why 
people compare him to Atwater. And 
then the knowledge of the game, he 
can read things. Sometimes he reads 
things too quick and that’s why he 
might give up some things in the back 
end. But he’s a force back there and 
he’s one of the leaders. When he 
plays, our defense plays,” 

Hamlin possesses more aware- 
ness and instinct than any player 
defensive coordinator Dave Wom- 
mack said he has coached in 23 
years. But the way Hamlin blows up 
ball carriers and wayward receivers 
is what most people notice. 

“He's a ferocious hitter,” Wom- 
mack said, “He’s got that Ronnie Lott 
attitude: ‘If you come across the mid- 
dle, I'm going to hit you and make you 
pay for it’ (0 


knee ligament and will miss the season. 
As a spring fix, coaches moved Jeb 


IX STARTERS RETURN 

ON OFFENSE, SEVEN 
ee ON DEFENSE AND 
EVERYBODY ON SPECIAL 


TEAMS. IMPROVED SPEED 
AND SKILL PLAYERS 
RECRUITED IN THE PAST TWO 
YEARS ARE STARTING TO 
COME OF AGE, 


Huckeba from outside linebacker to the 
middle, but he might give way if junior 
college transfer Marcus Whitmore proves 
stronger when he arrives in August. 
Huckeba could be better suited to rush end, 
where Elliott Harris is penciled in No. 1. 
Harris is part of a new generation of 


ARKANSAS HAS MANY QUALITY DEFENSIVE 
BACKS, STARTING WITH BIG-HITTING 
FREE SAFETY KEN HAMLIN. 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILIAMSON 


defensive linemen the Hogs need to play 
up to their potential, along with interior 
linemen Arrion Dixon and Jayson Johnson. 

Jermaine Brooks, the line's anchor, had 
offseason shoulder surgery but is expected 
to be ready in August. He and strongside 
end Raymond House are returning starters. 

Collectively, it's the least-experienced 
defensive line Arkansas has fielded since 
1996. 

It's just the opposite on special teams, 
where punter Richie Butler returns for his 
fourth season and third-year kicker Bren- 
nan O'Donohoe is back, So is deep snap- 
per Chuck Nalley. 

Richardson and Marvin Jackson are. 
back on kickoff and punt returns, where 
they pumped life into the return game for 
the first time in years. 

If the Hogs can do the same in the 
passing game ... well, windshields beware. 


— Scott Cain 


For more coverage of the Razor- 
backs, visit hitp://arkansas.rivals.com 
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AY 
nd 


fter Auburn won the SEC Western 
Ae: in 2000, coach Tommy 
Tuberville didn’t seriously expect 
his team to win another division champi- 
onship in 2001. 
The Tigers were young and inexperi- 
enced in too many areas, and they 


had lost their three best offensive play- 
makers to early entry into the 2001 NFL 
draft. 

That's why the best thing that hap- 
pened to Auburn last season also turned 
out to be one of the worst. 

When Damon Duval kicked a 44-yard 
field goal with just 10 seconds left, Auburn 
not only defeated top-ranked Florida 
23-20 and climbed into the national polls, 
but also set itself up for a painful fall. 

“We were young and still experienc- 
ing a lot of growing pains, and | think 
most people understood that,” Tuberville 
said. “But once we beat Florida, a lot of 
people forgot about that and said, ‘Hey, 
we're a lot better than people give us 
credit for, and we're going to win ‘em all.’ 

“We were our own worst enemy. 
Beating Florida got expectations way 


2001: 7-5 overall, 5-3 SEC (T-Ist West) 

(COACH: Tommy Tuberville — At Auburn: 
21-15, 3 years; Overall, 46-35, 7 years 

| RETURNING STARTERS: 14: 6 offense, 

6 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: KP Damon Duval, 
RB Carnell Williams, LBs Dontarrious 
Thomas and Karlos Dansby, NG DeMarco 
McNeil, DE Reggie Torbor 

PRIMARY STRENGTH; Talent and depth 
at linebacker; outstanding running 
back-fullback combination in Williams 
and Brandon Johnson; excellent kicker- 


AUBURN 


TIGERS 


overblown. We knew as a coaching staff 
we were going to struggle no matter who 
we were playing. The next week we strug- 
gled against Louisiana Tech at home.” 

The Tigers barely managed to beat Tech, 
then lost four of their last five games, includ- 
ing a 31-7 home loss to archrival Alabama, 


Young Tigers Have West Title in Sights 


a 27-14 loss at LSU that prevented the 
Tigers from playing in the SEC Champi- 
onship Game and a 16-10 loss to North Car- 
olina in the Peach Bowl. 

Even worse than losing — they still 
earned a share of the SEC West Division 
title — was that Auburn deteriorated 
instead of improving in the second half of 
the season, especially on offense. 

Offensive coordinator Noel Mazzone 
and defensive coordinator John Lovett 
lost their jobs after seven seasons with 
Tuberville at Ole Miss and Auburn. 

“We didn’t get better in the last four 
games of the season, and as a head coach 
that’s what you get discouraged about,” 
Tuberville said. “We probably peaked with 
the Florida game. We read too many 
newspaper clippings. We became the tar- 
get and we couldn't handle it. Things 
caught up with us.” 

On one hand, the season was a disap- 


TIGERS 


punter in Duval. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: QBs and WRs are 
major questions; both lines must replace 
key players and grow up quickly, sched- 
ule will be one of nation’s toughest. 

OVERVIEW: The Tigers are growing up, 
and new offensive and defensive schemes 
should make them more physical and 
allow their talents to shine. Auburn will 
contend for the SEC West division title, 
but with this schedule and so many 
young players in key positions, appears 
to be a year away. 


pointment because of the finish and 
Auburn's failure to earn a second consec- 
utive trip to the SEC Championship Game. 
On the other hand, Tuberville looks 
back to the preseason predictions sur- 
rounding the team, as well as the key per- 
sonnel losses and the overall youth and 


inexperience of his team, and sees that 
the season wasn’t a total loss. 

Tuberville doesn’t have to look very 
far to find the positives. 

“We all look back at the situation and 
say, ‘we had an opportunity to get back to 
Atlanta and we just weren't able to do it, 
we weren't able to get over the top,’” 
Tuberville said. “But we still tied for the 
Wester Division championship and went 
to the Peach Bowl, and that was some- 
thing a whole lot of people didn’t think 
we could do when the season started.” 

That said, the coach has higher expec- 
tations for this team. Unlike last year, he 
says he wouldn't be at all surprised to see 
his team make a serious run at the SEC 
Western Division title. 

“We've got more talent than we've 
had; we've got more depth; and we've 
got more speed. We just need to put it 
together,” Tuberville said. “Most of these 
guys played last year. I'm hoping they'll 
continue to improve this year against 
a tough schedule. 

“IF we can contend for the champi- 
onship with what we've had the last two 
years, we can do it again this year, 
because we'll be a better team this year.” 

Tuberville hopes the presence of two 
new coordinators will further that goal. He 
said he came to the conclusion that both 
sides of the ball needed to pursue new 
philosophies when he saw increasing evi- 
dence that the rest of the SEC had caught 
‘on to what Auburn was trying to do. 


SENIOR ALL-AMERICAN DAMON DUVAL WAS 
A FINALIST FOR BOTH THE LOU GROZA AND 
RAY GUY AWARDS LAST SEASON. 

PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 
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‘AROMASHODU, Devin WR 62,185 Mic Springs, Mimi Springs 
Al sr ES ey 6 Ble 9 ech okay yk 

a Jeurol Consftsion Super She 100 # Hod 29 caches fo 620 yords and seven eoes oso junicr. 


Hic Scoot / CouEGE 


BERGERON, Troy DB 62, 160 Gobmbus, GA Show 
Rivels100.com rated No. 60 athlete naiondly @ Hod 31 receptions far 586 yards and nine scores os senior. 
BRUCE, usin TE 8,250 indole, GA 


Pepperell 
Rohe No.2 fight end in Georgia by SuperPep @ Rivls00 com rated one of op 12 ght ends ntinaly # As 
«seri, bod 28 recepions for 320 yards and we euchdowns @ Hod 20 tackles an four quarterback socks 


BURNAM,Kevis IB 62,226 Monlezuma, GA ‘Macon County 
FPrepStorAl-Ameicon ¢ Rival 0.cam ranked No, 36 nse irebockernafoncly @ Hod 150 lees as snr. 
COX, Brandon GB 63,190 Tussle Hewit-Trusille 


SiperFep AkAmericon, ronked No.5 player in Alchama # Alcboma Mr. Fool @ Roled No. 9 proto 
sees SA at odcone foe Senior, completed sole record 708 percent of posses for 2,887 
Jers ond 27 scores @ Complled creer sole reord 68,7 percent of posses for 5417 yrds and 5O scores. 


DAILEY, Covori DB 61,195 Plontation, FL Fanation 

Rds 100 com rake No.4 sey ror @ Hod 115 kale ors inkerceions wih fo for cores in 2001, 
DEDE, Korbi D8 61,195 Woedbrdge, VA Heagrore Militry 

Rivals 100m rake No. 64 safely raonally # n 2001, had 600 yards rushing, 177 ond 55 toes 
DEROZAN, Kyle L 65,205 organza, LA Pointe Coupee Cail 
Rivals100.com aed No. 74 srongide defensive end national In 2001, hod 65 takes, inducing 16 forlos, 
DUCKWORTH, Tim 64,292 Teylorsile, MS Toyersile 


SiparPep AlkAmericn, ranked No, 30 ofesveneman naionaly # Rated No. 12 offensive lnanon nation 
‘ly by Rivals] 00.com # Alani Joura-Consttsion Super Soubern 100 # Made 30 pencoke blocks in 2001. | 


FRANKLIN, Aniworn | 65,290 fae ‘Woodlawn 
Resigned from 2001 @ PepStar Al-Amerizn reed No, 4 deferive lineman in Souhea! Region @ All Ste 
GIBSON, Michoe! P 62,195 Mooreville, MS Mooreville 


Renked No. 29 kicker noionaly by Rivals] 00.com # Asa seior, averaged 46.5 yrds per punt @ Played quar 
(Checks he gues od lefoon bh nS pes vow br 1,008 ya end 10 ews 


‘GRUBBS, Ben L 64,251 Eclectic, Elmore Counly 
‘SuperPrep AllAmerican, rated No, 9 player in Alabama and No. 43 defensive lineman nationally # Ranked No. 
73 song dense end nana by Ries 100 com ¢ Hee 150 odes on sx OB socks os. ei, 


‘GUESS, lee ATH 60,175 Trussville Hewitt Trussville 
PrepSierAltRegion # ivls100.cam ronked No, 86 wide recsiver nationally @ Tworime Al-Siole @ As a 
senor, hod stleecord 93 recepons fr 1,341 yards nd 12 touchdowns # Blocked hee fil gol temps 


HERRING, Wil D8 63,205 iko Opeika | 
SoperPrep rled No, 18 player in Alsboma # Rival] Ocom renked No. 38 alee naionaly ¢ Three yeor 
Sore} GB # a 2001, hod 952 yards psn orl 10 ouchdowns @ Had 1,026 yrds hing ond 11 coe 


HL, Wealey ATH 63,215 Cordele, GA isp County 
Enoled in January ¢ Rivls100.com ronked No, 28 probe GB nationally # Souhwest Georgia Payer of he 
| Year @ AS senior hod a sotrecord 3220 yrds posting ond 27 louchdowns @ Hod 260 yards rushing. | 


JACKSON, Tommy ‘TJ.” L_ 6-1, 280 pci Opelika, i 
Siprep ro No.5 ply i Albra 'No. 1 dfesive tockle nationally by Riis 7O0.com # 
ita Journal-Constitic Super Southern 100 ¢ As a senior, had 127 tackles and 12 quarterback sacks. 
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KUHN, Brion DE 6-4, 240 Crescent City, FL Crescent Cit 

Florida Times-Union ranked No. 1 fight end in Florida. 4 Rivals100.com roted No. 31 strongside defensive end 
rafondly @ Ale # Hod school creer reco 31 quarebock socks. 

MARTIN, Tyrone LB 64,212 ‘Alexander Gly Benjamin Russell 

Rated No. 19 ployer in Aldbama by Supefrep # Ranked No, 34 inside linebacker national by Rivals100.com 
# AllSkcie @ Fouryeor starter @ Had 200 laces, 26 quaerbock socks ond four fumbles recovered os snr. 


WOE Maa inl Coe Bed h | c em 
SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 3 player in Georgia ox 9 offensive lineman nationally + 

Dino Team, raid No, ofesve tremen nofonaly ® Ronked No, 10 ofrsve cle nalionay by | 
Rivals100 com # Four-year srr @ Asa serio, groded over 95 percent on Hocking assignment. 


MOK, Anthony 65,230 Bay Minato Badin 
Resigned rem 2001 4 SoperPiep Alt American # ln 2000, had 448 yore eeiving and five quarterback soc, 
MORRIS, Doug L 64,265 Pensacola, FL Woodham | 


Rivads100.com raked No. 19 srongide defensive end naiondlly # Sunshine Nebrk AlHGrron Team # As | 
a terior, hod 82 des induing 13 foros, seven quarlerbock socks, one hick Hacked and on intercepon. 


OBOMANU, Ben WR 6-3, 185 Selma Selina 
Parade All-American ¢ PrepStor Dream Team, ranked No. 17 receiver nationally @ Rivals100,com rated No. 4 
receive nationally @ Ranked No player in Alabama by SuperPep @ Scored 30 coeareuchdowns 


PALMER, Jeoethan L 65,311 Elerod, GA Ceder Gove 
Rivals} 00.com raed one of top 55 delesive tcl ond No, 23 offensive quod noionaly # Four yeor sara | 
defensive toclle and ofensive guard # Aso senior, had 25 lcs and four qurlerbock socks 


PITTS, Monkevis ATH 61, 180 Loachapoka Loachopoka 
‘Superrep Al-Arercon, ranked No, 3 player Alabama and No. 7 sled cele naionaly  Rivals100.com 
‘led No.7 chee national # As senior quarterack, hel 20 scores # Hod 129 tc and Fur inereepons 


Fed ln tock cody by vals be eae ed hice) ond 
Rated No. 31 offensive tockle nationally by Rivals100.com # ranked No, 1 in Georgia and | 
| Re ious teeny Relator Sev cow equal sot Hod Dade 


SEARS, Kevin 8 64,220 Russel Russell | 
Rivals 100.com ranked No. 58 oulside linebacker nationally # Two-fime All-Siale @ Hod 68 tackles, two quarter- 
Tback sods, wo fnbles recovered and vo inreepors,incding one bud fr touchdown as aero. 


SHERRILL, Mike 1B 62,230 Mimi FL Central Miami 
In 2001, had over 100 tokles and si quarterback socks @ Scored on one interception ond three blocked punts 


Sa a $11,190 Praeerictts ies oS beck 
‘Soperfep AAmerica, ried No. 26 ru rnafionaly # Rivls100.com ranked No. 21 runing bock | 
rofl Fel Hoyer of he Year senor # h 2001, hod 20 sees ond veraged 99 yrds per cary. | 


‘TAYLOR, Courtney WR 63, 185 Carrelton Corrolion | 
Rivals100.com ranked No. 33 cite nationally # In 2001, hed 1,200 ll purpose yards, 76 tackles on six picks. | 
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RESULTS 


WO OKATMHETGER: 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


(7-5, 5-3) _ PASSING Sept. 2 at Southern California 
30 ls NAME Art Comp Yaros Pct 1D Int ) 
Ball State 0 Cobb 158871165 -563.«7~«7|~«|«Sept.7 ~—- Western Carolina 
| : | Campbell 142 a9 lly 627° «4 «4 
27 __ Ole Miss cM 7 Sept. 14 Vanderbilt 
ISHING 
14 Syracuse 31 — Se 
oe Yanos Sept. 19 at Mississippi State 
24 Vanderbilt 21 C.Williams 120 
16 Mississippi State 14 Coe SE ee 
|\eee = 
23 Florida 20 Oct.12 Arkansas 
48 Louisiana Tech (OT) 41 ReaNG Oct.19 at Florida 
17 Arkansas 42 570 Oct.26 LSU 
—s ¥ Green 32 339 10.6 32 2 = — 
24 Georgia 7 Johnson 7 25 13:2 Ad Nov. 2 at Ole Miss | 
7 Alsen = 31 willis 14 a2 101 47 0} | 
14 es a7 Tackles: D. Thomas 122; T. Pounds 61; Dansby 59, || Nov. 16 Georgia 
Peach BOWL Interceptions: Dansby 5; Hood 3; S. Simmons 2. | nies 
. QB Sacks: Torbor 2.5; T. Pounds 2; Mills 2. 
10 North Carolina 16 | Tackles for Loss: D. Thomas 9; Dansby 8; Mills 8. | Nov. 23 at Alabama 
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DONTARRIOUS THOMAS LEADS A BEVY OF AUBURN LINEBACKERS 
WHO ARE AMONG THE SEC’S BEST. 


PHOTO BY R.D, MOORE 


“We were well-scouted in every game,” Tuberville said. “So it 
was time to make changes in both areas.” 

Tuberville also concluded that Auburn needed to be more 
basic on both sides of the ball. Instead of Mazzone's system of 
depending on the quarterback to make quick, complex reads and 
audibles, Tuberville opted for a system to take pressure off quar- 
terbacks Jason Campbell and Danie! Cobb. He found that in Jack- 
sonville Jaguars offensive coordinator Bob Petrino. 

In Petrino’s system, Auburn quarterbacks will break the hud- 
dle with one or two plays to run instead of facing a multitude of 
choices. Petrino also wants to build the offense around a power 
running game with more two-back formations, and wants to 
throw more deep passes. 

On the defensive side, Tuberville hired Gene Chizik from Cen- 
tral Florida to move Auburn away from Lovett's 4-4 defense and 
into a more common 4-3 alignment. The new scheme will still 
work on ways to put eight defenders near the line of scrimmage. 

“We have to be more physical,” Tuberville said. “We didn’t 
tackle as well; we weren't as tough defensively in the front seven; 
we couldn't move the ball on the ground when we needed to up 
front. 

“The changes are making us more physical. The guys are a little 
more active. We have to use the type of players we have to better 
advantage.” 

The strength of the defense is the depth and talent at line- 
backer, The Tigers return a bevy of linebackers, led by juniors 
Dontarrious Thomas and Karlos Dansby and senior Mark Brown. 


They rank among the best in the SEC, and Auburn is even more 
excited about the debut of freshman Lemarcus Rowell, who 
would have played last fall if the NCAA clearinghouse had not 
inadvertently misplaced his academic paperwork. 

“We've got as much talent and depth at linebacker as I've 
ever been around,” said Tuberville, a former University of Miami 
assistant who once coached NFL veterans Ray Lewis, Jessie Arm- 
stead, Micheal Barrow and Darrin Smith. 

In the secondary, the new scheme allows safeties to play 
more traditional roles instead of taking on offensive linemen at 
the point of attack. That should make better use of free safeties 
Donnay Young and Travaris Robinson, and strong safeties Junior 
Rosegreen and Roshard Gilyard, and offer more support to cor- 
nerbacks Carlos Rogers, Roderick Hood and Rashaud Walker. 

When it comes to special teams, Auburn is blessed to have 
‘one of the nation’s top kickers and punters in senior All-American 
Damon Duval, a finalist for both the Lou Groza and Ray Guy 
awards last season. 

“I think Damon is the best kicker-punter in the country, and 
thank goodness,” Tuberville said. “He kicked three huge field 
goals in the last minute of the game, or we're 4-7 instead of 7-4.” 

Offensively, Aubum’s strength is in the backfield with the 
return of tailback Camell “Cadillac” Williams, who rushed for 614 
yards and six touchdowns as a true freshman before suffering a 
broken collarbone early in the Alabama game. 

“He gets hurt on the fifth play of the Alabama game after 
Tushing for 39 yards in four plays and that was game, set, match,” 
Tuberville said. “That just let the air out of our balloon. When he 
went down, everybody else was looking around for someone to 
take the reigns and make a play and nobody did.” 

The Tigers also have two other talented backs in Ronnie 
Brown and Chris Butler, one of the SEC’s best blocking fullbacks in 
Brandon Johnson, and the tight end position is loaded with the 
return of senior Lorenzo Diamond and junior Robert Johnson and 
the emergence of freshman Cooper Wallace in the spring. 

With all those strengths, the Tigers still need to answer big 
questions about quarterback, receiver and both lines. 

Campbell, a talented redshirt sophomore, and Cobb, a sixth- 
year senior, will continue to battle in August for the chance to 
start. They shared the first-team quarterback job last fall. While 
both quarterbacks produced their share of bright moments, both 
struggled with consistency and productivity and the Tigers suf- 
fered as result. 

“It's really unfair in 
major college football to 
play a freshman at quar- 
terback,” Tuberville said. 
“We've had some defec- 
tions at quarterback, 
some injuries and some 
guys who didn’t pan out. 
Jason Campbell came in 
and had to take over 
without ever having 
played. He wasn't able to 
sit out a couple of years 
and leam the system. We just basically threw him to the wolves. 
We did the same thing to Daniel Cobb.” 

The quarterbacks also didn’t get much help from their 
receivers, so the Tigers will be starting over this fall with four 
unproven returnees in senior Marcel Willis, junior Jeris McIntyre 
and sophomores Silas Daniels and Joe Walkins. Look for true 


THE BEST anp 
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LB Dontarrious Thomas 


RB Carnell Williams 


LB Lemarcus Rowell 
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TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 
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QB __Jason Campbell, So* OR Daniel Cobb, Sr 
FB___Brandon Johnson, S*/Michoel Owens, Sr 
TB Carnell Williams, 


WR Marcel Willis, Sr/Jeris Melntyre, Je 


TE lorenzo Diemond, 5 /Reber Johan, J 


WR Silas Daniels, So/loe Wolkins, So | 
| 
| 


ST 


SG Monreko Crittenden, J*/Taylor Bourgeios, Fr_ 
© Ben Nowland, Sr*/Danny Lindsey, So 


Carlos Rogers, So*/Lomel Ages, So_ 


WG _Naie French, So/David Walker, Fr | 


Junior Rosegreen, So/Roshord Gilyard, Jr 


Travoris Robinson, Sr/Donnay Young, So 


WI Mark Pera, Jr/ Steven Ross, Fr - | 
K Damon Duval, Se* - 


Domon Duval, Sr* 


SPRING UPDA 


ophomore QB Jason Campbell 

outplayed senior QB Daniel 

‘Cobb in the final scrimmage of 
spring, but Cobb outplayed Campbell in 
the annual A-Day game, so the job 
remains wide open entering preseason 
practice. 

“Nothing is assured,” Cobb said, 
“until somebody walks out there for that 
first game.” 

Sophomore TB Carnell Williams 
appeared to be fully recovered from the 
broken collarbone he suffered against 
Alabama last season. “He’s up to about 
205 now, and that’s 15 pounds from 
where he was last summer,” coach 
Tommy Tuberville said. “If you are going 
to carry the ball 30 times, you are going 
to need a little more protection on you.” 

© If spring was any indication, TEs 
Lorenzo Diamond and Robert Johnson 
should play a bigger part in the offense 
this season, but don't be surprised if red- 
shirt freshman Cooper Wallace pushes 
them for playing time. 

* With No. 1 fullback Brandon John- 
son sidelined by off-season shoulder 
surgery, Victor Horn and Michael Owens 
stepped up and made significant strides in 
the spring. Hor also has played line- 
backer, wide receiver and tailback in his 
Auburn career. 

« Injuries to redshirt freshmen Taylor 
Bourgeois (shoulder) and Steven Ross 
(cracked fibula, strained knee) hurt the 
offensive line during the spring, but both 
are expected to rejoin the team for pre- 
season practice. 

© The defensive line lost a quality 
player when junior tackle Marcus White 
had to retire because of a persistent neck 
injury. 

« Junior NG DeMarco McNeil sat out 
spring practice after off-season knee 
surgery but is expected to be full-speed in 
August. In his absence, redshirt freshman 
Wayne Dickens and senior Dante Booker 
emerged to provide much-needed depth. 

* The decision to move Junior Roseg- 
reen from comerback to strong safety paid 
off during the spring. ... CB Carlos Rogers, 
a freshman All-America last fall, added 
weight and muscle in the off-season and 
continued to improve in the spring. 
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JASON CAMPBELL (ABOVE), A TALENTED 
REDSHIRT SOPHOMORE, AND DANIEL COBB, 
A SIXTH-YEAR SENIOR, WILL CONTINUE 
TO BATTLE AT QB IN AUGUST. 


PHOTO BY RD. MOORE 


freshmen Ben Obomanu, Devin Aro- 
mashodu and Montavis Pitts to get 
a chance at cracking the playing rotation. 

The Tigers also need immediate help 
along the offensive and defensive line. 
The offensive side lost three starters, 
including All-American tackle Kendall 
Simmons, while the defensive front lost 
two starters, and four regular contributors 
overall. 

Most of the open positions won't be 
settled until August, but with the return of 
senior center Ben Nowland, junior offen- 
sive tackle Mark Pera, junior noseguard 
DeMarco McNeil, defensive tackle Spencer 
Johnson and junior defensive end Reggie 
Torbor, Tuberville is confident. 

“Both of those areas are really our areas 
of great concern going into this season,” 
Tuberville said. “We feel like we're going to 
be fine, and we've got good young players 
on both sides of the line, but those are areas 
that are so important for us to stop drives 
and consistently make drives. But I think the 
new offense and defense will help both.” 

Aubum will need to be more physical 


Knock Him Down, He'll Get Up Again 


debut season of struggling incon- 

sistency and doubt is enough to 

ruin the confidence, or even the 
careers, of many young quarterbacks. 
Auburn’s Jason Campbell promises he 
won't be one of those stories. 

“My confidence is fine,” Campbell 
said, “People are worried about my 
confidence, but that’s one thing about 
me; I'm not going to get down on myself 
or my teammates. I’m going to stay pos- 
itive. I’m still going to look forward to 
the next day, the next practice.” 

Spoken like the son of a high school 
pate which is exactly what Campbell 
is. That experience wasn’t enough to 
prepare him to start eight games as 
a redshirt freshman last fall, but it 
helped him start over during spring. 

After opening the season as the 
starter, losing the job six games into 
the season, regaining it for the final 
two games and finishing with just 

1,117 yards and four touchdowns, 
Campbell started over in the sprin 
with a new outlook. It helped that he 
had a new offensive coordinator in Bob 
Petrino and a new scheme that should 


considering their imposing schedule that 
starts on Labor Day (Sept. 2) at Southern Cal- 
fornia and includes four games by Sept. 19. 
“It's Monday night, Saturday night, 
Saturday night and Thursday night, so 
that's going to be an interesting scenario,” 


E DIDN'T 

GET BETTER 

IN THE LAST 
FOUR GAMES OF THE SEA- 


SON, AND AS A HEAD 
COACH THAT'S WHAT YOU 
GET DISCOURAGED ABOUT.” 


Tuberville said. “Then we've got Syracuse 
coming here, and that’s tough. Then we 
0 to Florida, to Alabama, to Ole Miss, 
and to Mississippi State. 

“It's going to be very challenging. 
There won't be many teams with a sched- 


take some of the decision-making pres- 
sure off the quarterbacks. 

“Last year was actually a good 
learning experience for me,” Campbell 
said. “I got a chance to play against 
some tough opponents, even though it 
was an up-and-down season.” 

Through the spring, Campbell 
made the most progress of any quarter- 
back, He remains Auburn's most tal- 
ented quarterback, with good size 
(6-4, 220) and the ability to make 
plays, but he still has a long way to go 
to gain the confidence of his coaches. 

Sixth-year senior Daniel Cobb, who 
started four games last fall, continued 
to struggle, by forcing passes into cov- 
erage and throwing interceptions. 

“The quarterbacks have been hot 
and cold,” said Petrino, who moved to 
Auburn from the NFL’s Jacksonville 
Jaguars after spending much of his 
career on the West Coast. “They need 
to learn to be consistent. With all the 
newness of the offense, that will take 
a little time. But we're going to need 
someone fo step up soon and start 
becoming the Teaden.” Qa 


ule this tough, but | think it will be a good 
thing for our program in the long run.” 

The long run and the big picture have 
always been important to Tuberville. 
That's also why he won't allow the late- 
season failures of 2001 to overshadow the 
fact that Auburn won a share of the divi- 
sion title for the second consecutive year 
with a young, inexperienced team that 
should continue to improve over the next 
two seasons. 

“That's encouraging. And it’s encour- 
aging for the future, because going into 
this year we still have only five or six 
seniors who will play this year. But next 
year, we'll have about 20,” Tuberville said. 
“This will probably be our last year having 
to depend on so many underclassmen. 
After this year, things should get better, 
and we should be more experienced. 

“| like where we're headed.” 


— Richard Scott 


For more coverage of the Tigers, 
visit http://auburn.rivals.com 
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FLORIDA 


€ GATORS 


talk involving Florida's football pro- 

gram usually centered on winning 
championships. 

Taking a cue from their fearless leader, 
Steve Spurrier, the Gators let it be known 
on a routine basis that anything less than 


F= the past 12 years, the preseason 


capturing a Southeastern Conference title 
was insufficient and inexcusable. And pro- 
viding the circumstances broke right, fin- 
ishing No. 1 in the final polls also was 
considered attainable. 

But as spring workouts came to a close 
at the outset of the Ron Zook era, that 
unmistakable air of confidence had been 
replaced by a cautionary sense of optimism 
-+. and probably for good reason. 

Not only is Zook following a coaching 
legend, the 48-year-old Ohio native must 
acclimate a relatively inexperienced team 
to new offensive and defensive systems. 

And even though the Gators will have 
Heisman Trophy runner-up Rex Grossman 
leading the way, the schedule facing Zook 
and the Gators is probably the toughest in 
Florida history. 

Besides road games against Ten- 
nessee, Florida State and Mississippi, the 
NCAAs provision for allowing a 12th reg- 
ular-season game enabled the Gators (and 
everybody else) to add a game. While 
most teams padded their schedules with 
a patsy, Florida used the opportunity to put 
defending national champion Miami back 
on the schedule after a 14-year absence. 

Throw in dates with traditional SEC 
tivals Georgia, Auburn and LSU, it’s no 
wonder Zook is careful about making bold 
promises. The slate Spurrier is facing with 
the Washington Redskins this season 
won't be much tougher than this collec- 
tion of games. 

“We have goals as a team that we've 


REX GROSSMAN HAS TWO YEARS OF 
STARTING EXPERIENCE AND NO SIDESHOW 
QUARTERBACK CONTROVERSY. 

PHOTO BY DAVID DUROCHIK 


talked about a little bit amongst our- 
selves,” said Zook, who returns to the 
school where he served as defensive 
coordinator or special-teams coach from 
1991-95. “In terms of games won or lost, 
| don’t know that you sit down and say 
that. We're going to prepare to play 14 


2-Men Teeming with Cautious Optimism 


games and win all of them. 

“But so many factors are involved. 
They're not going to change the schedule, 
so there's no use talking about it. There’s 
going to be varying degrees of adversity. 
How successful we are depends on how 
we handle that.” 

Unlike most of Spurrier’s teams, 
which produced six SEC championships, 
the league's best record another year and 
one national title, the first Zook edition 
lacks depth in critical areas, 

UF's top receivers, Jabar Gaffney and 
Reche Caldwell, left school early to enter 
the NFL draft. The Gators aren’t sure who 
will surface to take the catching load off 
Orange Bowl MVP Taylor Jacobs. 

In addition, the offensive line has new 
and old faces in different positions than 
last season. So great was the concern 


| 2001: 10-2 overall; 6-2 SEC (2nd East) 

(COACH: Ron Zook — At Florida: First year as 

| head coach 

| RETURNING STARTERS; 12: 6 offense: 
5 defense, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Rex Gross- 
man, WR Taylor Jacobs, RB Earnest 
Graham, DT lan Scott, FS Todd Johnson, 
WR Carlos Perez, S Guss Scott 

Steve Spurrier is 

gone, but the Gators’ calling card of play- 
jing pitch-and-catch hasnt changed. With 
QB Rex Grossman and his favorite target, 
Taylor Jacobs, returning — along with tail 

back Earnest Graham — Florida should 

have little trouble finding the end zone- 


about pass protection in the spring, Zook 
and offensive coordinator Ed Zaunbrecher 
made only minimal efforts to throw the 
long ball. 

“We're willing to throw the ball down 
the field as much as ever, but there’s no 
use throwing deep if the quarterback isn’t 


going to have time to do it," Zook said. 

Don't get the idea that the Gators’ 
Z-men are in any preliminary panic mode. 
They anticipate that, come fall, the offense 
that consistently ranked among the 
nation’s best in points and total yardage 
under Spurrier will still be plenty potent 
under Zaunbrecher. 

It's just that there's a learming curve in 
this preseason that hasn't been there 
since, well, 1990, which was the last time 
Florida's players had to adjust to a new 
head coach and offensive coordinator. 

Zaunbrecher has been a long-time 
admirer of Spurrier's scheme since a brief 
coaching stop at Wake Forest in the mid- 
1980s, just after the former UF head 
coach completed his first tour of duty as 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: With new- 
comers and changes on the offensive line, 
protecting Grossman and establishing a 
Consistent ground game is the biggest 
concern. Not far behind is finding some 
reinforcements for lan Scott along the 
defensive line and an inside ‘backer. 

OVERVIEW: While the return of Grossman 
and Jacobs gives the Gators a chance to 
have their usual offensive potency, Zook 
inherits maybe the toughest schedule in 
Florida history with Miami back on the 
calendar, plus road games against Ten- 

nessee, Florida State and Mississippi. It’s 

not inconceivable that the Gators could 

play their best and still only go 9-3. 
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ATORS*REGRUITING 


Name / Postion Sue Honerown Hich ScHoot / Course 
| BAKER, Dolls 8 63,185 New Smyrna Beach "Northfield Mv. Herman (MA) 
Signed with Florida in 2001 4 SuperFrep All-American ¢ Prep Footoll Report AlrAmerican # Cental lrida 
Player ofthe Yeor in 2000 # Hod 68 receptions for 1,140 yards wih 16 touchdowns. | 
BROOKS, Nick 8 5-11, 180 Womer Robins, GA Nohside 
PrepSiar All-Region # SuperPrep All-Region, raled No. 16 player in Georgia # Ranked among lop 35 comer- 
backs nationally by Rivas 100 com @ As a senior, had 45 tackles an five intrcepions, 


CARTER, Ryan 63,303 Clermont South Lake 

‘Nafonal Blechips AlkAmerion, raked among lop four elfensive gurds nationally # PepStor American, 
rated omeong fp si olensive linemen inthe Souheos! # Ranked among tp 25 offensive tackles nationally by 
Rivals100.com # All-State. 


‘CHARLES, Toureon 61,220 Nomi Nothwester 

SyperPrep All-American, rated omong Jop 25 linebackers nationally # Notional Bluechips AllAmerican, 
ranked omong lop 15 skongsde linebackers nationally # PrepStor Al American, rae omeng op seven line 
backers in the Southeos. 

CORNEUUS, Jemalle 8 61, 180 Fort Meade Fort Meade | 
PrepStar Dream Team # SuperPrep AllAmerican, ranked No. 10 wide receiver nationally # Rated mong 
top 15 athletes nationally by Rivols100.com # As quarterback, led team fo sate championship game as 0 
senior @ Hod 2,100 yards passing and 23 touchdowns # Hod 500 yords rushing and 13 touchdowns @ 
Retumed four punt for touchdowns # Asa junior wie receiver, had 53 receptions fr 1,004 yards ond 13 
touchdowns. 


CROWDER, Channing B 62, 225 Alleria, GA Nod Springs 

Super?tep Al American, rated No, 27 linebacker nationally # PrepStor AltAmerica, ranked amang top 10 
lnebockers in the Souheodt @ As 0 senor, hod 114 fockes and 7.5 quarterback sacks @ Hod over 800 yards 
rushing 


CRUM, Brian B 63,211 Woodbine, GA Comden County | 
Rivals100.com AllAmercon,ronked among top 16 soles nationally # SyperPrep AllAmerican, rled No, 
29 defensive back ntionaly ond No, 14 player in Georgi 


DICKEY, Govin GB 60,190 Tolldhassco tinea 
Porod Al American # PepStr Dream Team, rated No. 12 quarback nationally # SuperPep Al- American, 
ranked No. 4 quarterback nationally @ Prep Footbal Repod ated No, 15 player and No. 6 quarterback 
rafionoly @ Golorade Player of he Year in Frida Four-year sarir # Had! over 2,400 yar passing and 
‘32 touchdowns 0s a senior @ Hd 1,000 yords rushing, 


DOSH, Patrick GB 6-3, 205 Glen Allen, VA Benedictine 

Ranked No, 20 prostyle quarterback nation by Rivls100,com # Led tec to Wo consecuve sot champ 
conships in inal Wo seasons @ Hod sole record 8 648 corer yords ond 74 touchdowns @ AS a senior axl 
2,618 yords passing ond 26 touchdowns, 


RESULTS 


WOOKCATMHENGATOR: 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Honerown Hich Sctioot / Course 
FASON, Clare 8 61,200 Neplone Beoch Flelcher 

Perode Al-American @ PrepStr Dreom Team, rated No, 2 runing bocknaionaly # SuperP ArAmerican, 
ranked No. 2 running bock nationally @ Roled No, 10 player ond No. 1 running back nationally by 
Rivals100.com # Had over 7,400 career rushing yards 


Name / Position Suze 


HAND, Rondy L 64,315 Fort Myers Esero 

‘National Bluechips AllAmerican, ranked No. 15 ofensive tackle nationally # Rivols100.com All-American, 
roted No. 10 offensive tackle nationally + PrepStar AlAmercon, ranked No, 12 offensive lineman in the 
Southeast # Second team All-State 


HARRIS, Sleven 64, 220 Mimi Coral Gables 
Ronked No, 20 weakside defensive end nationally by Rivals100.com # Second-team AllDade County @ As 0 
senior, had 72 tackles, five fumbles recovered and two interceptions 


HOLMES, Terence B 510,188 Glassboro, NI Glassboro 
SuperPrep AlHRegion © PrepStor Al-Region ¢ Three-time AllConfrence # Four-year starter @ Hod 125 coreer 
receptions for 2,544 yards ond 7 touchdowns @ Scored 58 career louchdowns # National Honor Society. 


LEWIS, Reggie 6-0, 180 Jacksonville First Coast 
PrepStr Alt Amercon # Rled No, 35 wie receiver nsionllyby Rivals 00com @ Had over 1,750 yrds pass | 
ing os senior quarterback @ Had 800 yards rushing # As junior, hod 1800 yrds passing ond 12 Ds 


MCCOLLUM, Jermaine B 59,165 Miami ‘Southridge 
FrepSior Al Southeas! Region # National BlechiosAlHRegon # TicYeam AlkSkte 


MCCOLUM, Tremaine B59, 170 Miami Southridge 
FropSiar All Souheas! Region # Ronked No. 0 corerbock natinaly by Nation! Bech 


MCDONALD, Roy | 63, 240 Bella Glade ‘Glades Central 

FrepSir Dream Team, ol No, 8 defensive lineman nainaly # Nofional Bochos AlAnerica,renked 
No 12 delesve end ntnoly Rated No, 20 deen end rational by Rivas100.om @ Asc senior, had 
96 les and 20 quarerbock socks, 


TOOKES, Kennel B 63, 186 Jocksomville First Coast 
SuperPrep All American, ranked No, 30 wide receiver nationally # PrepStor AltAmerican, rated No. 6 wide 
receiver inthe Soulheos! # Three-time All Conference # Hod more than 50 receptions in junior and senior seasons 


WAIKER, Jmiovs 8 510,195 Shoesboro, GA Shtesboro 
Rated No. 35 ol purpose back nationally by Rivals} 00,com @ PrepStr AllSouheas! Region # Ronked No, 3 
‘running back in Georgia by SuperPrap # Had 2,025 yards rushing and 26 euchdowns os a seior, 


WYNN, DeShawn 60,210 Cincinnati, OH Reading 

Parade Al-Americon @ SoperPep AllAmericon, ranked No, 15 running back nationaly # PrepStor Dream 
Teom, rled No, 12 runing bock naionaly @ Ranked No, 4 running bock nationally by Rivals] 00.com 
Rated No, 1 speed runing back national by Notional Buehips # Scored at es! 30 rushing touchdowns in 


three of four seasons, 


SCHEDULE 


(10-2, 6-2) PASSING | Aug.31 UAB 
NAME ‘Ar Come Yaros Pot 1D_ INT 
aid Marshall 14 Grossman 395 259 3896 656 34 12 Sept.7 Miami 
+| Berlin 60 483 60.0 9 1 
5 SilecMonree 8 — RUSS Sept.14 Ohio University 
44 Kentucky 10 
ee No Yaios Sept. 21 at Tennessee 
52 Mississippi State 0 Graham 125 9 z 
Gillespie 94 A228 il Sept. 28 — Kentucl 
44 LSU 15 Carthon 36 AS 22 ) ts 
20 Auburn 23 Green 14 1 Oct. 5 at Ole Miss 
= RECEIVING 
zs Seisig NO NaN No Yaros Ave lc 1D ook) Ete 
7) Vanderbilt 13 Golfney 7 78 8013, Oct.19 Auburn 
. Caldwell 65 13 6410 
54 South Carolina 7 ae eee Riso aCe 
37 Florida State 13 (ner ol RE j 
aie = yi DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 9 at Vanderbilt | 
nnessee 
Tackh avis 107; G. Scott 75; Johnson 72; Notti Nov. 16 South Carolina 
OrANGE BOWL Interceptions: Sheppord 2; Ratliff 2; Carvall 2; Johnson 2. = 
QB Sacks: Brown 10,5; G. Scott 3.5; Manuel 3. ‘i 
| 56 Maryland 23 | Tackles for Loss: Brown 13.5; |. Scott 10.5; Davis 10. Noy. 30 a Florida State | 
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Duke's offensive coordinator. Other than 
employing a more one-back set and 
likely a more diverse running attack fea- 
turing Earnest Graham, Zaunbrecher's 
style of attacking defenses won't appear 
to be a drastic difference. 

“One of my favorite pass plays is the 
corner route and Spurrier’s teams could 
throw that like crazy,” said Zaunbrecher, 
who'll call the plays. “When you see 
somebody else do something well that 
you like, that gets your attention.” 

Zaunbrecher also favors other Spurrier 
staples like fade and curl routes. Of 
course, it's easy to be partial to all those 
things when you've got a quarterback like 
Grossman with a knack for delivering all 
kinds of different passes in any situation. 

So if Spurrier's offense was the “Fun ‘N 
Gun,” what exactly is the proper definition 
of the one Zaunbrecher brings to Gainesville 
from Marshall, where his Thundering Herd 
averaged 458.6 yards and almost 33 points 
a game the past two years? 

“I guess you could say it's a one-back, 
pro-style, up-tempo offense," said Zaun- 
brecher. “I'd sooner take fewer plays to 
et it in the end zone, But if it takes us 16 
plays to go 95 yards, that's just as good. 
My preference, though, is the quicker the 
better. Then let's go to the sideline and 
drink some Gatorade.” 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


OB Rex Grossman 


Emerging Star 


WAR Taylor Jacobs 
Top Newcomer 
LB Bobby McCray 


This year, Zaunbrecher has the ultimate 
gun to jump-start any offense in Grossman. 
The junior quarterback possesses the deci- 
sion-making skills of a Danny Wuerffel or 
Shane Matthews, but with a much stronger 
arm and quicker release. 

Grossman also has two years of starting 
experience and no sideshow quarterback 
controversy, as was the case last year with 
Brock Berlin and in 2000 with Jesse Palmer. 
Grossman, who has thrown for 5,762 yards 
and set a major college record with 55 
touchdown passes combined in his fresh- 
man and sophomore seasons, is in position 
to obliterate all of UF's passing records if he 


stays in school another two years. 

That probably won't happen if Gross- 
man is as productive in 2002 as he was 
last year when the Gators’ only two losses 
— at Aubum and Tennessee at home — 
were by a combined five points. 

“I guarantee you that if | reach all my 
goals, which are extremely high, it's 
going to be hard to come back for my 
senior year,” Grossman said. “I haven't 
learned all of the offense yet, but | fully 
expect to put up big numbers again.” 

Whether Grossman can match last year's 
phenomenal 170.8 quarterback rating and 
touchdown-to-interception ratio of 34-12 
will depend heavily on his supporting cast. 

Graham, who has averaged 5.5 yards 
a carry in his career, figures to be featured 
more prominently than he was under 
Spurrier, It's probably no coincidence that 
Florida lost both games Graham missed 
because of injuries last season. 

“I didn't say we're going to be a run- 
ning football team,” Zook said, “but we're 
going to be able to run the football. Gra- 
ham is too good a back for us not to.” 

While there's no concern about Gra- 
ham doing his part, it's a different story 
with the offensive line and some of the 
receivers. The Gators lost All-American 
left tackle Mike Pearson, another early NFL 
draft entry, and are asking starter Max 
Starks to move over from right tackle to 
fill that spot. Jonathan Colon, who saw 
minimal action at tackle last year, is slot- 
ted to take over at right guard. 

Only left guard Shannon Snell and cen- 
ter David Jorgensen are back in the same 
starting positions they occupied a year ago. 
Sophomore Maurice Mitchell, who missed 
half of last season with a broken foot, is the 
leading candidate at right tackle. 

“It's a matter of time and repetition,” 
Zook said of his offensive line. “The right 
hand has to know what the left hand is 
doing. It's a new system with new termi- 
nology. They're seeing so many different 
looks from the defense, it's hard for them. 
Once it becomes clear, it'll be good ... it's 
a learning process.” 

Except for Jacobs and tight end Aaron 
Walker, who had a fabulous spring, many 
of Grossman's targets are still on the wrong 
end of the leaming curve. Florida has long 
had a reputation for not using the tight end 
in passing situations, but that might have 
to change with Walker's advancement and 
nobody establishing themselves at wideout 
behind Jacobs. 

The drop-off after Jacobs is so pro- 
nounced that when asked who the likely 
starter on the other side is, Zook replied: 


RUNNING BACK EARNEST GRAHAM WILL BE 
FEATURED MORE PROMINENTLY THAN HE 
WAS UNDER STEVE SPURRIER. 

PHOTO BY TOMASO DEROSA 


“I'm waiting and wondering.” 

Juniors Carlos Perez, Kelvin Kight and 
Matt Jackson have the most game experi- 
ence, but none showed much consistency in 
the spring. There were times when sopho- 
mores Reggie Vickers and O,}. Small had 
better moments. For UF's offense to be 
operating at peak efficiency, there has to be 
more than one go-to receiver. Jacobs 
emerged the second half of last season 
because defenses had to worry about 
Gaffney and Caldwell. If the Gators are going 
to contend in the SEC Eastern Division — 
where Tennessee is regarded as the clear 
favorite ahead of UF, Georgia and South Car- 
colina — they're going to need more than 
just Grossman and Jacobs playing catch. 

“We need Taylor Jacobs to be a big- 
time player, but we also need somebody 
to help when defenses start paying too 
much attention to him,” Zaunbrecher said. 
“The way it appears now, it’s going to be 
by committee. There hasn't been anybody 
to jump away from the pack.” 

The Gators have assembled plenty of 
talent and depth across the defense, per- 
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510 173 loka 73. bch ily CS S61 TO beeGak 
51187 Mek 12. ge Mota oF 62 2 Nokian 
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$8151 Gonende a ee ee 
72a NC a ee ee 
60 22 Dols 1 Sheer MGree DE GA 7D New Oreos A 
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©) Reid Feing Bk 60 2 PoomCy 5) ByonRoyal BAS 

7 Nik Fening P60 186 Kitword MO 50 enchSody ODE 
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 Hexksh We & 62 2b Nevinmoteh = MaqaWedek GS 

98 Tonlafor T6228 Riles 79 Bij Wikers OTS 
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Rex Grossman, Jr*/Ingle Martin, Fr DE Clint Mitchell, Jr/Chris Reynolds, Sr | 
Earnest Graham, Sr°/Ron Carthon, Jr Tan Scott, e*/Kenny Porker, So 


ic] 
3 | 
FB Ray Snell, So/Eddie Hatch, Fr | ‘Tron LaFavor, Sr*/Arpedge Rolle, Sr | 
WR Taylor Jacobs, Jr/O.J, Smell, So | Darrell Lee, r/Bryan Sovelio, Sr | 
WR | 
TE | 


Carlos Perez, Je/Kelvin Kight, Jr ‘Mareus Oquende-lohnson, S(/Bobby McCray, Jr 
‘Aaron Walker, Sr*/Ben Troupe, Jr 

TT Max Sterks, J*/Bobby Willioms, So 
1G Shannon Snell, Jr*/David Kearley, Sr | 
©__ David Jorgensen, Sr*/Dewayne DuBose, So 
RG__ Jonathan Colon, So/Renald Dowdy, So 
a 
K 


oT 
oT 
DE 
WB 
MIB Matt Forrior, Jr/Travis Harris, So 
SIB___Byron Hardmon, Sr*/Mike Nattiel, Sr* 
ite} 
RB 
ss 
FS 
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Robert Cromartie, Sr/Marquis Westbrook, Sr | 
Keiwan Ratliff, Jr/Vernell Brown, Fr 
‘Guss Scot, Ir/Cory Bailey, So 

Todd Johnson, Sr*/lester Norwood, Sr 
‘Sean Morton, Jr/Matt Leach, So 


| 


Mo Mitchell, So/Lance Butler, Fr 
‘Matt Leach, So/Brendt Talcott, Jr 


SPRING UPDATE 


‘t's too early to tell whether Bobby 

[rc will be a sequel to “The 

Freak” show, but Florida’s coaching 
staff would certainly welcome a reincarna- 
tion of Jevon Kearse. 

At 6-6, 248 pounds, McCray, a red- 
shirt junior, certainly has the physique to 
merit comparisons with the former Gator 
standout pass-rusher. This season, the 
hybrid defensive end/outside linebacker 
should get ample opportunity to showcase 
his athletic ability in coordinator John 
Thompson's multi-front package. 

“I feel comfortable with the fact they're 
moving me around instead of being in just 
one spot,” said McCray. “In this defense, 
‘we're more attacking now instead of sitting 
back and letting the offense come to us.” 

McCray's athleticism is critical because 
Thompson prefers to altemate from 4-3 to 
34 fronts, so having players who can rush 
off the edge and play in pass coverage will 
allow UF to be more versatile. Thompson 
and head coach Ron Zook want to shuffle 
players in and out on the defensive front to 
keep them fresh, so whether McCray actu- 
ally starts may not be relevant. 

Sophomore tailback Willie Green, who 
has battled knee injuries throughout his 
career and figured to get playing time behind 
Eamest Graham, was diagnosed with a stress 
fracture in his right foot that forced him to 
miss the last two weeks of spring practice. 

Green, a medical redshirt two years 
ago and Florida’s Mr. Football in 1999, was 
expected to return to conditioning work 
sometime in May. He sat out practices on a 
periodic basis last season to rest his knees. 

© This is one of the few Gator presea- 
sons when the starting quarterback is firmly 
entrenched with Rex Grossman, but the 
backup job could be a point of contention. 

Orange Bowl starter Brock Berlin 
transferred to Miami, and sophomore Ingle 
Martin struggled in picking up the offense 
before having a solid performance in the 
Orange and Blue game (14-of-20 passing 
for 145 yards without an interception). 

If any freshman can give Martin a battle, 
it's probably Gavin Dickey of Tallahassee. 

* Redshirt freshman Vemnell Brown, the 
smallest Gator at 5-8, 151 pounds, may play 
a big role in 2002. It's just not certain where. 
Brown is listed as a comerback, but has such 
good speed and hands that switching to 
receiver by August remains an option. 
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TODD JOHNSON TEAMS WITH GUSS SCOTT 
TO FORM ONE OF THE NATION’S TOP 
SAFETY TANDEMS. 
PHOTO BY Jim BURGESS 


haps enough to compensate for the loss 
of six starters, including All-Americans 
Alex Brown at defensive end and Andra 
Davis at middle linebacker. 

lan Scott and Tron LaFavor anchor 
a defensive line, which — along with vet- 
eran linebackers Byron Hardmon, Marcus 
Oquendo-Johnson and Mike Nattiel — 
will have to adjust to the mix-and-match 
scheme favored by new defensive coordi- 
nator John Thompson. 

Upon arriving from Arkansas, Thomp- 
son said he’s got enough athletes with the 
versatility to play both defensive end and 
outside linebacker, allowing him to alter- 
nate freely between 4-3 and 3-4 fronts. 

With one of the best safety tandems 
in the nation in Todd Johnson and Guss 
Scott to lead UF's secondary, the Gators 
are trying to piece together the right 
package that will again make them a Top 
10 team in total defense (290.2 yards per 
game last year). 

“When you build a package, you've 
got to have enough flexibility in it,” 
Thompson said. “Sometimes that’s going 
to be four-man fronts or three-man fronts, 


QB on the Other Side of the Ball 


sive coordinator John Thompson to 

understand why people say what 
they do about senior free safety Todd 
Johnson. 

There was Florida quarterback Rex 
Grossman, faking out ie defense and 
taking off on a naked bootleg run in 
a UF scrimmage ... 

“I've seen the naked bootleg run 
100,000 times and probably 99,999 
times, it works,” said Thompson. “This 
time, everybody’s biting down on the 
run going the other way ... everybody 
except Todd, He was waiting right 
there and Rex just flipped him he ball 
because he knew Todd had him.” 

From the quarterback of the offense 
to the quarterback of the defense. 

“Todd's eyes just go to the right 
area of the field, whether it’s with the 
receiver or the quarterback. The old- 
timers used to call it ‘having moxie.’ 
| don’t know exactly what that means, 
but | know Todd's got it.” 

The Gators will be leaning on 
Johnson, a first-team All-SEC selec- 


[: didn’t take long for first-year defen- 


sometimes six defensive backs. Where we 
end up, ideally, is to make sure our best 
11 players are on the field. That doesn’t 
mean we'll have the same 11 all the time.” 


NLIKE MOST OF 

SPURRIER’S TEAMS, 

WHICH PRODUCED 
SIX SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS, THE 


LEAGUE'S BEST RECORD 
ANOTHER YEAR AND ONE 
NATIONAL TITLE, THE FIRST 
ZOOK EDITION LACKS DEPTH 
IN CRITICAL AREAS. 


One thing is certain: This Florida team 
likely will be under greater scrutiny from 
Gator Nation than any in over a decade. 
Spurrier, who compiled a 122-27-1 record 
at his alma mater, raised the bar of expec- 
tations higher than any of the preceding 
17 UF head coaches. 

None entered the job with the kind of 


tion the past two years, more than 
ever in 2002 because he’s the only 
returning starter in the secondary. But 
since strong safety Guss Scott is one 
of the team’s best athletes and saw 

vite a bit of playing time last year, 
the Gators’ last line of defense should 
be rock-solid. 

“| just try to listen to the coaches, 
and if you're in the spot where they tell 
you to be, then aval you're in posi- 
tion fo make a play now and again,” 
Johnson said. 

Johnson makes plays a lot more 
often than now eee He also 
plays a lot bigger than his listed 6-1, 
201 pounds. 

“Todd may not always make big 
plays, but he sure prevents big plays,” 
Thompson said. “It’s so critical because 
at his position, it’s easy to get out of kil- 
ter and put the defense in a bind. 
You've got to know when to come uy} 
on a play and when to sit back pk 
make sure you don’t get beat. 

“Todd has a knack for doing the 
right thing.” 


burden Zook will carry. Though he had a 
solid coaching career in college and the 
NFL, Zook’s lack of head coaching experi- 
ence has a large segment of UF followers 
wondering if he's ready for the job that the 
school initially wanted to give to Okla- 
homa’s Bob Stoops, then the Denver Bron- 
cos’ Mike Shanahan. 

Zook doesn’t seem to mind the inher- 
ent doubts of critics. In fact, he almost 
embraces that negativity. 

“Regardless of who they hired, there’d 
be questions out there,” said Zook. “Vince 
Lombardi could be sitting in this chair and 
he’d have to endure the same thing. 

I don’t take it personally. The fact that peo- 
ple are concerned is one of the things that 
makes the University of Florida the best 
job in the land, pro or college. 

“When people tell me I can’t do 
something, | like that. I think our football 
team is the same way.” 


— Gene Frenette 


For more coverage of the Gators, 
visit htfp://florida. rivals.com 
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Teferring specifically to Mark Richt, his 

latest disciple, in his book, “The Bow- 
den Way.” 

In a segment on leadership, the first 
four ingredients Bowden listed were devel- 
oping a game plan, taking charge, setting a 


| t's almost as if Bobby Bowden was 


personal example and living with integrity. 

“In every job I've held as a head 
coach, | have used this recipe to help 
build my program,” wrote the legendary 
Florida State coach. “I believe in it. It has- 
n't failed me yet. And if | was starting my 
career anew in the 21st century, I'd use it 
all over again.” 

In a way, he is. 

The Bowden influence has been evi- 
dent in Richt from the day he was hired 
by Georgia. But for a few notable mis- 
takes — chiefly, an ill-advised running 
play against Auburn with no timeouts left 
— Richt handled his rookie season with 
veteran aplomb. 

“It was very impressive,” said offen- 
sive line coach Neil Callaway, who played 
for Bear Bryant and coached for Pat Dye at 
Auburn and Gene Stallings at Alabama. 
“Just the way he handled everything, from 
top to bottom. He's very committed to 
what he wants to do.” 

“The good thing for me,” said Richt, 
“was | had known only one way to do the 
job. | didn't have a whole lot of opinions 
to draw from. I had one way.” 

That was The Bowden Way. 

On the surface, the results from Richt’s 
first season at Georgia were almost identi- 
cal to those that got Jim Donnan fired. 
Eight wins, including a stunning triumph 
over once-nemesis Tennessee, and another 
mid-level bowl game. Disappointing losses 
to South Carolina and Aubum. Another 
poor showing against still-nemesis Florida. 


DAVID GREENE WILL GO INTO HIS 
SOPHOMORE YEAR COMPETING FOR 
PLAYING TIME. 

PHOTO BY RD. MOORE 


‘The only tangible difference was that 
the Bulldogs snapped their three-game 
losing streak to Georgia Tech but had their 
streak of four consecutive bowl victories 
halted by Boston College. Mind you, Dog 
fans happily accepted that tradeoff. 

But there was more to restore hope in 


Richt Way is the Right Way for Dogs 


Richt’s inaugural season than simply beat- 
ing Tennessee and Georgia Tech. There 
was his quiet, confident manner that 
seemed unshakable even in times of 
heaviest duress. The suspension of starters 
Randy McMichael, Charles Grant, Verron 
Haynes and Tim Wansley — for minor 
NCAA infractions — signaled a distinct 
change. 

“I think he brought a little hard-nosed 
attitude to the program,” said senior line- 
backer Tony Gilbert. “I think he thought 
we needed to get a little tougher. He 
wants everybody to be able to count on 
their teammates, not only on the field but 
out in the community.” 

Haynes and McMichael wound up 
being the two most dependable players 
on offense. It was not just symbolic that 
they caught the key passes — capped by 
Haynes’ touchdown grab — in the final 
drive against Tennessee. 

Richt is now a veteran of sorts, sea- 
soned by a full year of trials and triumphs. 
Maybe the honeymoon is over. But, like 


| 2001: 8-4 overall; 5-3 SEC (3rd East) 

COACH: Mark Richt — At Georgia and 
Overall: 8-4, 1 year 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 6: 9 offense, 
5 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 David 
Greene, WR Terrence Edwards, WR Fred 
Gibson, WR Damien Gary, LB Boss Bailey, 
LB Tony Gilbert 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Depth of talent 
at receiver, established OB, solid linebackers. 


any good marriage, this one seems to 
have grown stronger with time. Richt 
seems much more comfortable after 
a year of feeling his way around, 

His second offseason was a sea of 
tranquility compared to the white water 
of turmoil he encountered his first few 


months on the job. “It's much more set- 
tled,” Richt said. “Everybody knows each 
other. We kept everyone on staff. Players 
understand better what we're looking for. 
We just try to be honest with them and let 
them know there's a certain way we 
expect them to act.” 

“We know the ropes now,” said quar- 
terback David Greene. “We know what it 
will take to succeed under this coaching 
staff. Every coach has a different way of 
pushing you. 

“He's like a perfectionist. Either do it 
right or you're going to run for it. It’s fair. 
He's just doing that to make you better.” 

Ironically, the only thing about 
Richt’s first season that wasn’t entirely 
Bowdenesque was the offense. The Dogs 
began the season with a no-huddle 
offense, and Richt didn’t hold back with 
Greene. But by late in the season, they 
had scrapped the no-huddle and mor- 
phed into a grind-it-out, ball-control unit 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Some talented 
defensive players must be replaced up 
front and in the secondary. Cornerbacks 
must improve significantly. 

OVERVIEW: A year in Richt's system with an 
established quarterback — and maybe a 
better one in the wings — could give Geor- 
gia one of the most explosive offenses in the 
SEC. But if holes aren't plugged in the sec 
‘ondary, ending the nearly two-decade title 
drought might still be out of reach. 
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that relied on Haynes. The tight end, all 
but forgotten in the FSU attack, remained 
a key part of the Dogs’ passing attack. 

This year's offense should be more 
conventionally wide open. Greene returns 
after setting an assortment of freshman 
school passing records. 

“My outlook on the game was to not 
try to be a hero. Just get the ball to guys 
who can make plays,” Greene said. “But 
I can't be satisfied because | still have 
a long way to go.” 

Greene's calm temperament mirrored 
Richt’s. Wide receiver Terrence Edwards 
was struck by Greene's quiet confidence 
when the Dogs visited Tennessee, with 
107,592 noisy Volunteer fans. 

“One thing he said when he got in 
the huddle was, ‘I might be a freshman, 
but I'm not afraid.’ That just let me know 
he's got all the intangibles he needs to 

Edwards said. 
He's always calm. He says things in 
the huddle, but not in a screaming way.” 

While Greene was the SEC’s Freshman 
of the Year, he will go into his sophomore 
year competing for playing time. Richt 
resisted repeated temptations to play 
freshman D.J. Shockley last season. In fact, 
he fully intended to play Shockley against 
Houston on Sept. 15. But the terrorist 
attacks of Sept. 11 forced the game to be 
rescheduled and Richt changed his mind. 

Richt remains adamant that Greene is 
the starter but has conceded both will 
play significant amounts. 

“Coach Richt will choose what he 
thinks can help the team the most,” 
Shockley said. 

Shockley's mobility gives the Dogs 
another weapon. But to label him a run- 
ning quarterback would be inaccurate. 

“I've seen the guy stand there flat- 
footed and throw it 60 yards,” Edwards said. 

“He's a helluva athlete,” said tailback 
Musa Smith. “He could play anywhere. 
As far as him picking up everything, 
| think he’s ahead of any freshman coming 


THE BEST anpD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


QB David Greene 


Emerging Star 


WR Fred Gibson 
Top Newcomer 
QB D.J. Shockley 


into college football.” 

Whoever's playing quarterback will 
have plenty of help. Edwards should break 
all of Georgia's major career receiving 
records. He shared most improved offen- 
sive player honors in the spring with full- 
back J.T. Wall. That might seem odd given 
his accomplishments, but he was plagued 
by inconsistency last season, including 
a critical drop in the loss to South Carolina. 

He was benched at midseason but 
fought back to regain his starting job. 
He shrugged off his reputation as being 
unreliable. 

“That's fine. | know my abilities,” he 
said. “I have a chip on my shoulders to 
prove myself to everybody.” 

Edwards, Damien Gary and Fred Gib- 
son give Georgia three solid receivers. 
Gibson established himself as one of the 
SEC's premier deep threats. 

“Fred was unbelievable,” Gary said. 

“I don't think anybody thought Fred was 
going to come in and do the things he did.” 

But Richt is looking for more depth. 
Michael Johnson and Reggie Brown have 
shown flashes. Mario Raley was the only 
wide receiver the Dogs signed. 

“We really need six,” Richt said, 

Likewise, the offensive line is solid at 
the top, thin in reserves. There are five 
seniors at guard and tackle, counting the 
top backup, Kareem Marshall. George Fos- 
ter, Alex Jackson, Kevin Breedlove and Jon 
Stinchcomb all have NFL potential. 

But there's inexperience at center, 
where freshman Russ Tanner is pushing 
senior lan Knight. There are question 
marks behind the starters, prompting 
Richt to make offensive linemen a top 
recruiting priority last winter. 

“We've got to make sure we go out 
and play,” said Callaway, the offensive 
line coach, 

“We can't assume it's just going to hap- 
pen. The worst mistake we can make is 
assume we're going to be good just 
because we've done some things. I do feel 
good about some of the younger guys, but 
they haven't played at this point.” 

The biggest question mark is running 
back. Smith has done enough to suggest 
he could be one of the best backs in the 
SEC, but injuries have marred his career. 
He missed spring practice due to a lin- 
gering groin injury. 

“| think I can do a lot —a lot,” he 
said. “I just want to get back on the field. 
That's all | want to do.” 

“We really need Musa to come 
through,” Richt said. 

Richt will take long looks at freshmen 


TERRENCE EDWARDS SHOULD BREAK ALL OF 
GEORGIA’S MAJOR CAREER RECEIVING RECORDS. 


PHOTO BY BRUCE SCHWARTZMAN 


Michael Cooper, Reshard Dudley and 
Tyson Browning this fall. 

Even without a workhorse running 
back, the offense should be productive. 
With a healthy Smith, it could be explosive. 

“I think it will be hard for anybody to 
stop us, as long as we don't beat our- 
selves,” Greene said. 

There are plenty of questions on 
defense, but not necessarily holes. The 
front-line talent could be solid. There’s 
even some talent on the second team. 
But there’s little margin for injuries. 

Again, as it has been in recent years, 
linebacker will be the strength of the 
defense. Tony Gilbert and Boss Bailey 
might be as good a pair as there is in the 
SEC. Gilbert is one of the most underrated 
players in the country. He’s not tall or fast. 
He just crushes ball carriers. 

“Oh, man, it’s ridiculous,” Bailey said. 
“I don’t understand how he doesn't get 
the recognition he deserves. | just like 
watching him.” 

Gilbert insists he doesn’t mind being 
overlooked. 
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2002 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 
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TE Ben Watson, J¢/Robert Brannon, Jr | | SIB Boss Boiley, Sr*/Derrick White, Fr 

st MIB Tony Gilbert, Sr*/Amold Horrison, So 

SG WIB Chris Clemons, Jr/Derrick Holloway, So 

c B__Decory Bryont, Jr/Ryan Davis, Sr 

1s | | C3 Bruce Thomlon, J*/Kenny Boiley, Jr 
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FL__ Terrence Edwards, Sr* Reggie Brown, So FS _Kenirell Curry, Je/Thomas Davis, Fr 

K Billy Bennet, Jr*/Bret Kirovac, St P Jonathan Kilgo, Sr*/Lee Jackson, Fr | 


SPRING UPDATE 


pring practice did nothing to 
allay Mark Richt’s running back 
‘concems. 

Musa Smith, battling a chronic groin 
injury, was held out of contact. None of the 
other backs won Richt’s confidence. The 
coaches took another look at Bruce Thorn- 
ton, now a starting comerback, as a con- 
tingency plan. Ironically, Thomton was 
named the Dogs’ most improved defensive 
back of the spring. 

The top backups, Mike Gilliam and 
Tony Milton, are more scatback types. 
They could be effective in Georgia's 
offense if the passing game excels. But the 
drop-off in talent from Smith to the 
reserves is unmistakable. 

“Musa is by far the best running back 
we have on campus right now.” 

Smith's career has been plagued by 
injuries. 

“Yeah, I'm concerned,” Richt said. 
“He hasn't been able to play much his 
whole career.” 

* Georgia's depth at linebacker took 
a hit when Odell Thurman was dismissed 
from the team for violation of team rules, 
Thurman, who would have been a redshirt 
freshman, was expected to back up Tony 
Gilbert at middle linebacker and possibly 
take over as the starter in 2003. 

* Gilbert was named the best all- 
around defensive player of spring practice. 
Ina surprise, tight end Ben Watson was 
named best all-around offensive player. 

On the plus side, converted quarter- 
back Matt Redding appears to have found 
a home at linebacker. He had moved to 
defensive end but was undersized to play 
on the line. Redding impressed Richt in the 
spring. Also impressive was Thomas Davis, 
who moved from linebacker to safety. He 
was named best tackler of the spring. 

« Recurring concussions forced safety 
Cap Bumett to quit football. He started six 
games in his Georgia career. 

* The status of cornerback Brandon 
Williams remained cloudy heading into 
summer. He was suspended from the team 
in April after being indicted on charges of 
rape and aggravated sexual battery. He 
had been suspended in January shortly 
after the alleged incident, which also 
involved basketball players Steve Thomas 
and Tony Cole. But Williams was allowed 
to return to the team for spring practice. 
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BOSS BAILEY (ABOVE) AND TONY GILBERT 
MIGHT BE AS GOOD A PAIR 
‘AS THERE IS IN THE SEC. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


“It makes me feel good in a way 
because a lot of teams don't expect me to 
do a lot,” he said. “In other ways, it makes 
me work harder. A lot of it is based on 
desire — desire to get to the ball.” 

Gilbert is taking nothing for granted. 
He is on pace to graduate next spring. 

“My dream is to play in the NFL. But if 
| fall short, I'll go teach children with dlis- 
abilities and be just as happy.” 

The graduation of Will Witherspoon 
opened the door for Chris Clemons to 
shine as a starter. 

The secondary, at times a weakness 
last season, should improve with every- 
one but Wansley returning. Cornerback 
Bruce Thornton, a converted running back, 
could be ready to blossom into a star. 
Decory Bryant at the other comer is a big 
hitter. Safeties Sean Jones, Kentrell Curry 
and Thomas Davis are all athletic, 

Next to running back, the defensive 
line is the biggest concern. But there's 
one significant difference — there is an 


Boss Dog: Bailey Returns for a Ring 


conventional wisdom holds that 
( athletes need two full years to 

completely recover from a torn 
ACL. 

Georgia linebacker Boss Bailey 
refused fo yield to convention. His 
return last year after missing all but 
one play of the 2000 season was an 
unqualified success. 

“| just tried to stay focused and not 
pay any attention to it,” Bailey said. 

“I try not to focus on things | can’t con- 
trol. Once camp started, | felt good 
about myself and my knee.” 

Bailey played his best in Georgia’s 
biggest games, furthering his reputa- 
tion as a big-time linebacker. He made 
10 tackles and broke up two passes in 
Georgia's upset of Tennessee. 

Against Florida, Bailey intercepted 
two passes, both of which stopped 
scoring threats and kept the Bulldogs in 
the game. 

Bailey insisted the knee never both- 
ered him, even though he had arthro- 
scopic surgery in January to clean it up. 

Given the injury and his vast potential, 
it would have been understandable if Bai- 


abundance of talent on the defensive line. 
Sophomores Robert Geathers and David 


EXT TO RUNNING 

BACK, THE 

DEFENSIVE LINE IS 
THE BIGGEST CONCERN. BUT 


THERE'S ONE SIGNIFICANT 
DIFFERENCE — THERE IS AN 
ABUNDANCE OF TALENT ON 
THE DEFENSIVE LINE. 


Pollack had impressive freshman seasons. 
Johnathan Sullivan, Ken Veal and Shedrick 
Wynn are capable tackles. 

But the best tackles are inexperi- 


ley had skipped his senior year and 
jumped fo the NFL. Though a bit under- 
sized at 218 pounds, Bailey has the speed 
and instincts NFL scouts covet, At 6-4, he 
has the frame to carry more weight. 

His brother, Washington Redskins 
cornerback Champ Bailey, has assured 
him he can play in the NFL. 

“He tells me from his experience, 
| would fit right in,” Boss said. 

But Bailey decided one more year of 
college ball would enhance his chances. 

“Il need to work on little things, 
study the game more than anything,” 
he said. “I've basically got to go out 
and make plays.” 

There’s also the unfinished business 
of trying to win an SEC championship. 
Neither Champ nor their oldest brother 
Ronald, a starting cornerback at Geor- 
gia, ever won a ring. 

I's been 19 years since the Bull- 
dogs last won the SEC title, their 
longest drought ever. 

Bailey issued the standard line of 
one game ata time, but added, “Hope- 
fully, those games will add up to an 
undefeated season.” 


enced. Freshman Darrius Swain, a prep 
school signee, joined the team in spring 
practice and was impressive. Redshirt 
freshmen Darrell Holmes and Gerald 
Anderson will push for playing time. 

“I feel good about our players,” Richt 
said. “The key is how they're going to 
develop.” 

The schedule is stiffer this year. Gone 
is the traditional tune-up opener. The Dogs 
open this year with an old rival, Clemson. 
Their SEC schedule includes road games at 
South Carolina, Alabama and Auburn. 

The encouraging thing is that they've 
beaten Tennessee two years running, and 
Florida could be in a state of flux with 
Steve Spurrier leaving to coach the Wash- 
ington Redskins. 

Said Gilbert, “It's anybody's to take 
right now.” 

— Guerry Clegg 


For more coverage of the Bulldogs, 
visit http://georgia. rivals.com 
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ost college football coaches who 
Mi a team finish 2-9 the previ- 
ous season would just as soon 
turn the page and look toward the new 
season as a fresh start. 
But University of Kentucky coach Guy 
Morriss made sure during the offseason 


that his team looked back on its 2001 
campaign and knew how close the Wild- 
cats’ 2-9 record was to being 6-5. 

“We talked to them all winter where 
we picked four or five games from last 
year and talked to them about how hard 
we played and how we got after some 
people and how we were in some 
games and had a chance to win some 
games that nobody thought we could 
win,” Morriss said. 

Gaining a winning record — or at 
least a .500 mark in this season of 12 
games — is of Holy Grail prominence for 
the Wildcats. Because of NCAA probation, 
they are not eligible for a bowl game. So 
what they have to play for is the feeling of 
walking off the field in a good mood more 
often than not. 


| 2001: 2-9 overall, 1-7 SEC (Sth East) 

| COAGH: Guy Morris — At Kentucky and 
Overall: 2-9, | year 

| RETURNING STARTERS: ||, 6 offense, 

| 4 defense, punter 

| PLAY ‘0 WATGH: OB Jared Loren- 
zen, TB Artose Pinner, WR/KR Derek 
Abney, WR Tommy Cook, OT Antonio 
Hall, DT Dewayne Robertson, DT Jeremy 
Caudill, DT Ellery Moore, P Glenn Pakulak 

| PRIMARY STRENGTH: The Wildcats 
should be able to put plenty of points on 
the board if the offensive line stays healthy. 
Four of the five projected starters on the 

._ line started the last four games together, 


KENTUCKY 


WILDCAT 


They came closer to that last year than 
the 2-9 mark might suggest. UK either 
held a lead or was tied in the fourth quar- 
ter in each of its last four Southeastern 
Conference losses, with three of those 
coming against bow! participants LSU, 
Georgia and Tennessee. 


Is Winning Record Closer Than it Appears? 


“One of the first things Coach Mor- 
tiss said to us (in the offseason) was look 
who was playing in the SEC Champi- 
onship game (LSU, which UK lost to on 
a TD in the final few seconds, and Ten- 
nessee, which UK led 21-0 in the first 
half),” said junior quarterback Jared 
Lorenzen. “He said that should prove to 
you how close we are.” 

With a solid nucleus returning, Morriss 
is confident his team can turn many of 
those close losses into victories. 

Mortiss inherited a tough situation 
from former coach Hal Mumme, whom he 
replaced in February 2001 amid an NCAA 
investigation of the football program. The 
cloud of that investigation hung over UK’s 
team — particularly the coaching staff — all 
season and eventually led to UK being hit 
with three years probation and a bowl ban 
for this season (which UK is appealing). 


WILDCATS 
protecting a red-hot Lorenzen while UK 
averaged 33 points and 515.8 yards. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: An injury or 
two to the offensive line would be devastat- 
ing. The defense should improve greatly in 
its second season under coordinator John 
Goodner, but there are few quality players 
in the secondary, particularly at comerback. 

OWERWIEW: A soft non-conference sched- 

ule featuring three consecutive home 

games after a tough opener at Louisville 
could get the Wildcats off to a 3-1 start 
and give them much-needed confidence. 

If the defense even improves a little, UK 

could win three SEC games. 


That, coupled with numerous injuries, 
helped make 2001 a dreary season for the 
Wildcats, although Morriss said he thinks 
plenty was accomplished. 

“We've laid a foundation here that we 
can build a quality program on,” said 
Morriss. “Are we happy with the wins and 


losses? Absolutely not. We felt like we 
could've, should’ve and all those things 
that don’t amount to a hill of beans. We 
didn’t get as many wins as we thought 
we should have. | think things are in place 
and that the wins are going to come.” 

One of the major reasons for Morriss’ 
optimism revolves around the offense, led 
by Lorenzen. 

Despite setting an NCAA record for 
season passing yards by a freshman in 
2000 with 3,687, the self-proclaimed 
“Hefty Lefty” had to beat the battle of the 
bulge and redshirt freshman Shane Boyd 
to win the starting job last season. 

He appeared to do both when he 
shed almost 40 pounds to get down to 
the 260 Morriss demanded, and was 
named the starter for the opener 
against Louisville. 

But after a sub-par performance in 
that game (12 for 31, 121 yards, one pick 
in a 36-10 loss), Boyd started the next five 
games. He was called UK’s “quarterback 
of the future” by Morriss the Monday 
before making his fifth consecutive start 
against LSU. 

That led to a story that Lorenzen was 
looking to transfer after the season and 
grumbling among fans about the decision 
by Morriss and offensive coordinator Brent 
Pease to stick with Boyd while the offense 
had averaged just 16.8 points and 326 
yards in his first four starts. 

Lorenzen rode to the rescue after 
the offense struggled for the first two 
quarters of the LSU game. He com- 


IN THE FINAL FIVE GAMES, UK AVERAGED 515.8 
YARDS AND 33 POINTS AS JARED LORENZEN 
COMPLETED 61 PERCENT OF HIS PASSES. 
PHOTO BY JOHN F. GRIESHOP/SCHWARTZMAN SPORTS. 
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mvc Su. Ad son Oe ane 
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ployed wide receiver, quarterback, running boc, defensive beck, punter, kick rlumer ond punt retuer 


ook, al ry §2.210 CL oiare fe Bowling Green 

Will enroll in January 2003 No. 4 in @ All‘Stote @ Three-year starter @ 
Hod 186 ces icing 1 yond five qlrebock socks os serior @ Hod SSP cre cles, 
‘including 27 tockles for loss, 10 quarterback sacks, five interceptions, seven fumbles recovered and three: 
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110 coreer toll touchdowns and scored 696 points # As senior, had 2756 yards rushing ond 43 fouch 
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HOOT, JR., Glenn WR 62,175 


Opalodo, FL ‘Nosh Mimi 


“¢Threeyeorleterman # Dist champion in he ipl jump 


‘Thre eom AllStcio# AlLCounty # Teom coplein # Three year starter # Helped eam fo dil championship | 


‘ADs # Hod 29 recepions for 375 yards ord seven auchdowns oo seror @ Hod seven inerceptions 


Nawe / Postion Sue HoneTOwN, 


JONES, Andre WR/DB 60, 182 Ft, Walton Beach, FL. ‘Choctawhaichee 
Twotime AllNorhwest Florida # As a senior, hod 50 tocles, three inkercepions, one fumble recovered 
cond blocked two kicks # Hod 10 receptions for 128 yards # Averaged 18.3 yards per punt rtm. 


Hick Scoot / Course 


LANE, Heyden OL 65,265 layrencvile, GA, Brookwood 
PrepStar honorable-meniion AllSouth # Two-year starter @ Four-year lelerman for the track team # National 
| Honor Socey 
MARCHMAN, Mourice WR 6-0, 185 Lovisville Ballord 
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| Tackles for Loss: Johnson 19; Wiggins 9; Gayton 3 


SCHEDULE 


158 Linoy’s FoorBAl ANNUALS 


2002 


pleted six of 11 passes for 146 yards 
and two touchdowns in rallying UK to 
a fourth-quarter lead. 

The job was his the rest of the sea- 
son, and Lorenzen and the offense 
clicked from that point forward. In the 
final five games, UK averaged 515.8 
yards and 33 points as Lorenzen com- 
pleted 61 percent of his passes. 

Lorenzen entered the spring of 2002 
packing too many pounds (he wouldn't 
reveal his weight, but it hovered near the 
300-pound range again), but had gained 
the confidence of Morriss and Pease and 
already had the starting job in his ample 
rear pocket. In addition to his on-field 
performance last season, one thing that 
helped earn the coaches’ trust was 
improvement he made academically after 
teetering on the brink of ineligiblity. 

“I think he matured and he per- 
formed under fire,” said Morris. 

“I think he clearly showed us he was 
the best quarterback, | think he's grow- 
ing up a lot. He's done real well (acade- 
mically) and we're real proud of him. 
| think his weight is not going to be an 
issue. He'll get down where he needs 
to be.” 

If Lorenzen should falter, Boyd should 
be a more-than-capable backup thanks to 
the experience he got last season. Boyd 
was going to miss several spring practices 
while pitching for UK's baseball team, but 
opted to leave the baseball team to partic- 
ipate in all spring practices. 

It’s not only Lorenzen’s return that has 
Mortiss optimistic about the offense; it's 
also the return of five offensive linemen 
who have combined for 53 starts in their 
careers. 

Four of those five — sophomore left 
tackle Matt Huff, sophomore left guard 
Jason Rollins, junior center Nick Seitze 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
WR/KR Derek Abney 


Emerging Star 
DE Dewayne Robertson 
Top Newcomer 
WR Chris Bernard 


and junior right tackle Antonio Hall 
(who has started all 22 games in his 
career) — lined up together for the final 
four games last season. Also back is 


PERHAPS THE MOST EXPERIENCED AND 
DEEPEST PART OF UK’S TEAM IS WIDE 
RECEIVER — LED BY JUNIOR DEREK ABNEY. 
PHOTO BY JOHN F. GRIESHOP/SCHWARTZMAN SPORTS. 


senior right guard Keith Chatelain, who 
has 15 career starts but was ailing for 
the second half of the 2001 season with 
a severe ankle sprain. 

After those five, however, UK is 
extremely thin. Only three of the returning 
backups are on scholarship and only one 
of those players has seen action, and it 
was for only a few snaps. 

The Wildcats are also thin at tight end, 
where senior Chase Harp is the only 
scholarship player who has played 
a down. Harp, who caught 22 passes for 
251 yards and two TDs in a backup role 
last season to former All-SEC tight end 
Derek Smith (30-396, four TDs last sea- 
son), has had injury problems throughout 
his career and was limited in spring prac- 
tice by a bad back and knees. 

Redshirt freshman Jeremiah Drobney 
is the only other tight end on scholarship, 
but he may have to beat out senior walk- 
on Win Gaffron to be the backup. 


Depth is also a problem at running 
back, where starting tailback Artose Pin- 
ner is the only running back on the ros- 
ter to have carried the ball in a college 
game. He rushed for a team-high 441 
yards on 100 carries last season, while 
sharing the load with Martez Johnson, 
who was kicked off the team in the off- 
season, and Chad Scott, who transferred 
to North Carolina. 

Morris said Pinner could average 
between 20-25 carries a game this sea- 
son as much because of his ability as the 
fact there isn't much depth behind him. 

“He's like an old mule, you just can't 
wear him out,” said Morriss. “He never 
gets tired and seems like the more you 

work him, the better he gets. | think he's 
excited that he has a chance to be the 
main back there, and he’s got something 
to prove.” 

Perhaps the most experienced and 
deepest part of UK’s team is wide 
receiver — four players have caught at 
least 16 passes, led by junior Derek 
Abney, who had 66 catches for 741 yards 
and six touchdowns last season. With 
106 catches in two seasons, he's on pace 
to break Craig Yeast’s school career 
record for receptions (208). 

Also back are 6-3, 210-pound senior 
Aaron Boone, sophomore Tommy Cook 
and speedster Ernest Simms, who com- 
bined for 54 receptions last season, 
Junior-college transfer Chris Bernard, who 
had an excellent spring before spraining 
his ankle, also should be in the mix. 

Defense is where UK struggled most 
last season, ranking next-to-last in the SEC 
in yards allowed (475.4 yards per game), 
pass-efficiency and scoring (33.4 points 
per game). To make matters worse, the 
defense lost its best player, first-team All- 
SEC defensive end Dennis Johnson, who. 
left early for the NFL. 

The biggest problems were injuries to 
starting tackles Dewayne Robertson and 
Jeremy Caudill and starting linebacker 
Ronnie Riley, a lack of depth at linebacker 
and poor play by the secondary. 

Robertson and Caudill were impressive 
as freshmen, but were continually banged 
up last season. Both juniors had healthy 
springs and dominated in practice, 

Sophomore Ellery Moore will be the 
top backup at tackle after being 
selected to the SEC coaches All-Fresh- 
men Team last season, but he is coming 
off a knee injury that caused him to 
miss the final three games last season 
and led to surgery. He appeared 
healthy in spring practice. 
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WILDCATS SPRING ROSTER 
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@B__Jared Lorenzen, J*/Shane Boyd, So | 
FB Mike Kamphake, Sr/Ronald Johnson, Fr 
TB Artose Pinner, Sr/Alexis Bwenge, Fr 
WR Derek Abney, J*/DeMarcus Wood, Fr 
WR Tommy Cook, So"/Chris Bernard, Jr | 
‘SL Aaron Boone, Sr/Emest Simms, Sr | 
TE Chase Harp, Sr/Win Gaffron, Sr 
‘Matt Huff, So/Jeremy Darveau, Fr 
LG Jason Rollins, So* /Brandon Lesniewski, So 
Cc Nick Seitze, Jr*/Daniel Burnett, So | 
RG Keith Chatelain, Sr/Sylvester Miller, Je | 
RT Antonio Hall, Je*/Jared McGowan, Fr 
K Clint Ruth, So/Taylor Begley, Fr 


‘Otis Grigsby, Sr/Deion Holts, Fr 

Jeremy Caudill, J/Ellery Moore, So 
Dewayne Rabertson, Jr*/John Robinson, Se 
Vincent Burns, So/Trey Mielsch, Fr 

David Johnson, Sr*/Adetoyo Agboke, Sr 
Ronnie Riley, Sr/Dustin Williams, Fr 
Morris Lone, Sr/Kamaal Ahmad, So 

Mike Williams, So/Cloude Sogeille, So 
Leonard Burress, Jr*/Warren Wilson, So 
Derrick Tatum, Sr*/Earven Flowers, So 
‘Quentus Gumby, Sr/Travis Atwell, So 
‘Glenn Pakalok, Sr*/Anthony Thomion, So 


SPRING UPDATE 


t has taken University of Kentucky 

junior quarterback Jared Lorenzen 

Jess than a season to go from losing 
his starting job to earning enough trust 
from coach Guy Morriss and offensive 
coordinator Brent Pease that he may be 
allowed to call his own plays at times this 
season. 

Lorenzen picked up where he left off 
last season with an outstanding spring. 

“He had a good winter from a men- 
tal standpoint,” Morris said. “I think he’s 
got a good feel of the system. ... We'd 
like to allow him to just take the ball and 
go with it some this fall, and let him call 
his own plays. It just shows us how much 
more of an understanding he has in the 
offense.” 

Lorenzen said his fast finish last 
season made him confident in what he 
was doing and it carried over to the 
spring. 

“This spring, coming off the tail end 
of last year, everything started to click 
with me and I tried to carry it over,” 
Lorenzen said. “I feel very comfortable 
about where I am and where this offense 
is heading this season.” 

¢ For his second year at UK, defen- 
sive coordinator John Goodner says play- 
ers understand his 4-4-3 defense and how 
to play it much better than last year. The 
defense had been successful for Goodner 
at Baylor and Texas Tech, but the new- 
ness of the scheme and a succession of 
injuries left UK ranked next-to-last in the 
SEC in average yards (475) and points 
(33) allowed in 2001. 

“Last year we started from zero, 
where everyday you put something on 
and then the next day you put something 
else on and the third day we couldn’t put 
anything else on, because if we went any 
further we would have had to go back and 
review,” Goodner said. “We started (in 
spring) pretty much where we ended up 
as far as what we were doing ... our play- 
ers played with a lot more confidence in 
what they were doing, and that’s really 
important.” 

* Special teams coach Mark Nelson 
had hoped to begin two-a-days with 
a frontrunner to become kicker, but the 
job is wide open after none of the three 
kickers distinguished themselves in 
spring. 
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Moore Making the Most of His Chance 


llery Moore has come too far in 
E his life to let a little something like 

reconstructive knee surgery get in 
his way. 

Moore, a 6-3, 289-pound sopho- 
more defensive tackle, injured his left 
knee late last season and the resulting 
surgery was expected to keep him out 
of spring practice. Instead, Moore, who 
was selected to the SEC Coaches All- 
Freshmen Team last season, worked so 
ee) his sgecpilinaion that he vcs 
ready to go by spring practice ani 
showed no il foes om i 

Perhaps his recovery shouldn't be 
surprising — it was nothing compared 
to Moore's first comeback. 

His misspent youth in Massillon, 
Ohio, left him in jail for 15 months on 
a rape charge — at the age of 13. 
Moore claims he didn’t commit the rape, 
but says his time spent incarcerated was 
due him for other misdeeds and that it 
enabled him to turn his life around. 

“I think if | had been in there for the 
drugs and the fighting and the assaults 
ant all that old ignorant stuff | used to do, 
| think I wouldn’t have changed,” said 
Moore, who these days seems fo wear 


a constant smile and is extremely polite. 

“As a matter of fact, | know 
1 wouldn’t have changed — and I basi- 
cally thank God every day for taking 
me off the streets and putting me some- 
where where | could see it was time for 
me to change my life.” 

Moore went on fo have a standout 
career at Massillon Washington and ini- 
tially signed to play at Penn State, but 
didn’t qualify academically and spent the 
2000-2001 school year at a prep school. 

He became UK's top backup at 
defensive tackle last season and played 
solidly most of the time and superbly at 
others before injuring his knee and 
missing the final three games. He is 
again slated to be the top backup at 
tackle, but even starting tackle Dewayne 
Robertson says the team needs to get 
Moore on the field more offen, even if 
that means Moore or Robertson move to 
defensive end eS Himes: icin i 

“He's a quality fer ant 
we'll find a cay to get him Gn the 
field,” said UK defensive coordinator 
John Goodner. “He's got a real chance 
to be a big-time player, so we'll find 
time for him.” 2 


SOPHOMORE ELLERY MOORE IS COMING OFF 
A KNEE INJURY THAT CAUSED HIM TO MISS 
THE FINAL THREE GAMES LAST SEASON. 
PHOTO BY DAVID COME 


Senior Otis Grigsby will man one of 
the end spots, and has shown promise 
as a pass rusher with 6.5 sacks the past 
two seasons. Sophomore Vincent 
“Sweet Pea” Burns, a transfer from Divi- 
sion I-AA Northern Arizona, likely will 
be the other end. 

Even though the Wildcats lost their 
two starting inside linebackers from last 
season in Jamal White and Chris Gayton, 
defensive coordinator John Goodner says 
he's in better shape at the position this 
season. That's because an infusion of new- 
comers will not only provide depth, but 
size. Both White and Gayton, a converted 
safety, were vastly undersized. 

Riley, a senior who blew out his knee 
in last year’s opener against Louisville and 
was redshirted, should be one starter, but 
he'll be pushed by redshirt freshman 
Dustin Williams and junior-college transfer 
Kamaal Ahmad. Senior Morris Lane is the 
projected starter at the other linebacker, 
but incoming freshman Chad Anderson 
can’t be ignored. 


Senior David Johnson returns as 
a starter at one outside safety in Good- 
ner's 4-4-3 alignment, while sophomore 


RISS' OPTIMISM REVOLVES 
AROUND THE OFFENSE, LED 


BY JARED LORENZEN. 


Mike Williams is being counted on at the 
other outside safety spot. 

The secondary has experience, but 
struggled mightily last season. Both start- 
ing comerbacks retum in Leonard Burress 
and Derrick Tatum, along with senior 
Quentus Cumby. 

Among the specialists, senior 


punter Glenn Pakulak averaged 44.5 
yards last season — with 18 punts 
downed inside the 20 — and is back 
trying to duplicate that All-SEC effort. 
But UK must find a kicker. Abney is 

a top-notch kickoff and punt returner, 
averaging 22.4 yards on 33 kickoff 
returns and bringing back 22 punts for 
a 9.6-yard average and a touchdown. 

For Kentucky to have any success, 

a 3-1 non-conference record is a must, 
and it’s doable. After a tough opener at 
Louisville, the next three games are at 
home against UTEP, Indiana and Middle 
Tennessee. 

“I can't say how many more games 
we're going to win, but if we play with 
the same effort we did last year, we 
should win more than two,” Morriss said. 
“We have to win more than two.” 


— Richard Skinner 


For more coverage of the Wildcats, 
visit http://kentucky.rivals.com 
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Lo" TIGERS 


magine that. 
| After all the talk, rumors and con- 

jecture, it's third-year coach Nick 
Saban who remains the most stable influ- 
ence in an LSU program seemingly on 
the rise. 

Saban surprised the media before the 


Nokia Sugar Bowl last year with news he 
had spurned overtures from Notre Dame. 
This was about the time the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers reportedly were showing 
interest in him as well. 

The Chicago Bears had sent out mes- 
sages they were considering Saban, who 
reportedly had turned down offers from the 
Indianapolis Colts and the New York Giants 
before leaving Michigan State for LSU. 

“| think the positives in terms of credi- 
bility outweigh the negatives people try to 
make of it,” said Saban, who established a 
reputation in the NFL as the Cleveland 
Browns’ defensive coordinator. “Do | try to 
enhance it in any way? Absolutely not. 

“The problem is that the NFL is indepen- 
dent, and a league unto itself, and makes its 
own decisions ... | can't control it.” 

Despite what competing recruiters 


‘@OOL: 10-3 overall; 6-3 SEC (Ist West) 
‘COAGM: Nick Saban — At LSU: 18-7, 2 
years; Overall: 61-33-1, 8 years 
15; 7 offense, 
6 defense, punter, kicker 
i TBs LaBrandon 
Toefield and Domanick Davis, WRs 
Michael Clayton and Jerel Myers, C Ben 
Wilkerson, DT Chad Lavalais, LB Bradie 
James, FS Damien James, SS Norman. 
LeJeune, CB Randall Gay 
The Tigers still 
have plenty of skill players despite the loss 
of several of last season's leaders. Speed 


might say about him, Saban is back 
again. Gone, though, are the quarterback 
and wide receiver who made major con- 
tributions to the Tigers’ Southeastern 
Conference championship and Sugar 
Bowl triumph. 

Absent, as well, is the linebacker who 


Legit Favorite or Flash in the Pan? 


held together a functional defense. 

With several pieces missing, it’s up to 
Saban and his constantly revamped 
coaching staff to come up with a way to 
prevent LSU from falling flat after its most 
successful season in years. The Tigers fin- 
ished the 2001 season with a six-game 
winning streak — including victories in 
the SEC Championship Game and in the 
Sugar Bowl to finish 10-3 overall. 

LSU opens its 12-game regular season 
Sept. | at Virginia Tech, looking to get 
a running start toward a third consecutive 
bowl season. Only once before have the 
Tigers won three consecutive bowl games. 

“Are we going to be a flash in the 
pan, with a one-time, 10-win season,” 
Saban said, “or are we going to play with 
consistency?” 

Whatever happens, change is ahead 
for a high-powered team that averaged 
451.5 yards last season. 


can be found at wide receiver and in both 


backfields. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: A new quar- 
terback with a different style will be run- 
ning the offense. The top tailback is 
coming off knee surgery, and last year's 
leading tackler and defensive coordinator 
are gone. 


WIEW: The defense must reduce the 
number of big plays it allows because the 
offense isn’t potent enough to recover 
from such blows as it was last year. The 
kicking game has the potential to provide 
valuable field position. 


Not only must key personnel be 
replaced, but the Tigers’ premier tail- 
back, junior LaBrandon Toefield, is com- 
ing off his second major knee surgery in 
less than four years. Toefield’s backup, 
senior Domanick Davis, remains confi- 
dent the Tigers can maintain their lofty 


status. 

“We could be at least as good as last 
year, if not better,” Davis said. 

If so, the Tigers must find other 
sources of production, Gone are rugged 
quarterback Rohan Davey and All-Ameri- 
can wide receiver Josh Reed. Reed 
capped his junior year by catching two 
of Davey's three touchdown passes in 
LSU's 47-34 victory over Illinois in the 
Sugar Bowl. 

Reed enjoyed the most prolific pass- 
catching season in school history while 
winning the Biletnikoff Award. He set 
Sugar Bowl records for receptions (14) 
and receiving yards (239) — all after haul- 
ing in a school-record 94 passes for an 
SEC-record 1,740 yards and seven touch- 
downs during the regular season. 

Davey preceded his Sugar Bowl 
records for passing yards (444) and com- 
pletions (31) by throwing for a school- 
record 3,347 yards with 18 touchdowns, 

Joining Reed in jumping to the NFL 
a year early was decorated linebacker Trev 
Faulk, who led LSU with 119 tackles. 

Yet, even with their exodus, it’s not as 
if LSU is short on talent. Sophomore Matt 
Mauck replaced an injured Davey in the 
SEC Championship Game and rushed for 
two touchdowns while engineering a 31- 
20 upset of then-No. 2 Tennessee. 

“It's just one-half of one game,” 
Mauck said. “It just happened to be in the 
SEC Championship Game. There are no 
guarantees of anything. I have to prove 


LINEBACKER BRADIE JAMES BUCKED THE 
TREND AND ELECTED TO RETURN FOR 
HIS SENIOR SEASON. 

PHOTO BY SCOTT HALLERAN/AlLSPORT 
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I can do it on a consistent basis.” 

Mauck’s performance made him the 
early favorite to replace Davey, and that 
was solidified when sophomore Marcus 
Randall suffered a torn ACL late in spring. 

Mauck played in a total of three 
games, and each time displayed the ath- 
letic ability that allowed him to play base- 
ball in the Chicago Cubs organization. 
Mauck wants to prove he can do more 
than be fleet on his feet. 

“I'd like to think of myself as a passing 
quarterback who's able to run, rather than 
a running quarterback who's able to 
pass,” said Mauck, who completed 18 of 
41 passes for 224 yards with two inter- 
ceptions. He rushed 20 times for 73 yards 
and two touchdowns. 

Randall began last season as Davey’s 
backup, but Saban said Mauck’s cool 
demeanor was more suited for handling 
game pressure. In two brief appearances, 
Randall completed two passes for nine yards 
and rushed once for another seven yards. 
He might be able to retum sometime in 
the fall. 

Even without someone of Reed's 
magnitude as a target, LSU still has a bevy 
of wide receivers. Sophomore Michael 
Clayton teamed with Reed last year to 
form the nation’s second-most potent 
receiving duo with an average of 207.8 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


LB Bradie James 
Emerging Star 
WR Michael Clayton 
Top Newcomer 
WR Shyrone Carey 


yards a game. 

The 6-4, 185-pound Clayton scored 
seven touchdowns — six of his receptions 
went for scores and he took a 29-yard 
reverse to the house. He averaged 16 
yards on his 47 receptions. 

Senior Jerel Myers has been a steady 
performer since catching an SEC fresh- 
man-record 64 passes. After being side- 
lined for a year with a neck injury, senior 
Reggie Robinson is back hoping to recap- 
ture the form he showed two years ago, 
when he caught 31 passes for 391 yards 
and two touchdowns. 

Junior tight end Eric Edwards has 
spent two years playing behind Robert 


Royal and Joe Domingeaux, but they have 
completed their eligibility and Saban 
called Edwards “the heir apparent.” 

“He probably hasn't played as much 
as he should have played,” Saban said. 
Of Edwards’ seven career receptions, four 
have gone for touchdowns. 

“We lost a lot of key players,” Myers 
said, “but we have players who can play. 
It's important that the seniors step up and 
provide leadership.” 

Davis intends to do that, even if he 
doesn’t start at tailback. When Toefield 
tore the anterior cruciate ligament in his 
left knee against Tennessee, it was Davis 
who stepped in to rush for 78 yards and 
a touchdown. Then he rushed for a Sugar 
Bowl-record four touchdowns while gain- 
ing 122 yards. 

If Toefield can rebound from intense 
rehabilitation, the All-SEC tailback will 
start again after rushing 230 times for 992 
yards and an SEC record-tying 19 touch- 
downs. That's fine with Davis, who will be 
more than busy as one of the SEC’s most 
accomplished kick and punt returners. 
Davis collected 143 all-purpose yards 
against Tennessee 

“It doesn’t matter to me,” he said. 

“I just like playing football.” 

Four of LSU's seven returning offen- 
sive starters occupy the offensive line, 
which is always a good place for building 
an offense. After Ben Wilkerson took over 
at center, LSU went 8-1 behind the sec- 
ond-team Freshman All-American. 

Left tackle Rodney Reed has started 
20 consecutive games and he’s still just 
a junior. Senior right guard Rob Sale has 
played center and both guard spots. 
Junior left guard Stephen Peterman started 
all but one game after moving over from 
defense the previous spring. 

“We want to take a leadership role,” 
said Reed, who made the SEC Academic 
Honor Roll after earning a 3.9 grade-point 
average in accounting. 

Be that as it may, there's little doubt 
where much of the team’s individual lead- 
ership will come from. Linebacker Bradie 
James bucked the trend and elected to 
return for his senior season rather than leave 
for the NFL. In doing so, he ensured his LSU 
teammates will look to him for guidance. 

“I'm not saying how | go, the team 
goes,” James said, but that, “I wouldn’t want 
it any other way. | will lead us into battle.” 

Randall said James is “one of the best 
leaders I've ever seen on a team.” 

James’ skills are not lost on Saban. 

“I think he’s always been a good 
leader on the team,” Saban said. “He's 


SENIOR DOMANICK DAVIS REMAINS 
CONFIDENT THE TIGERS CAN MAINTAIN 
‘THEIR NEW-FOUND LOFTY STATUS. 
PHOTO BY SCOTT HALLERAN/AUSPORT 


always been a team guy. That’s part of the 
reason he chose to stay here.” 

The defense could benefit from James’ 
direction; the group has its third coordina- 
tor in as many years. Will Muschamp, 
who will be 31 when the season starts, 
replaced Gary Gibbs, who left after one 
year to become the Dallas Cowboys’ line- 
backers coach. Muschamp coached LSU's 
linebackers last year. 

Still, the defense will be under the 
watchful eye of Saban, who takes particu- 
lar pride in working with the secondary, 
as he did with the NFL's Houston Oilers. 

The secondary gamered its share of criti- 
cism last year, which is one reason junior cor- 
nerback Randall Gay said, “We're working on 
preventing so many big plays this year.” 

That directive comes from Saban, 
who said, “I think that’s the No. 1 objec- 
tive. We gave up far too many big plays 
last year.” 
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TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 
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WR “Jerel Myers, Sr*/Shyrone Corey, So z DE 
WR = Michael Clayton, So*/Reggie Robinson, Sr ‘SLB 
re Eric Edwards, Jr/Kory Hebert, Fr 


__Stephen Peterman Jr*/Rudy Niswinger, Fr 
Ben Wilkerson, So*/John Young, Sr = 


RG Rob Sole, Sr*/Jonathan Autrey, Jr 8S 
“RT Brad Smalling, Sr/Kade Comeaux, So 1 
K John Corbello, Sr*/Chad Lewis, Sr a 


ise Hill, So/Bryce Wyatt, Jr 
Jeremy Lawrence, Sr*/Donovan Grayson, Fr 


~ Norman Leleune,Sr*/Chad White, Jr 
mien mien James, es, Sr*/Jack Hont, Je 
Donnie Jones, Jr*/Ross Cockrell, Jr 


SPRING UPDATE 


‘ncertainty surrounded the LSU 

athletic department during the 

school's investigation into 
alleged improprieties involving the Acade- 
mic Center for Student-Athletes. 

The probe began in January when an 
instructor complained of being pressured 
into giving higher grades and of tutors 
granting excessive help to athletes. 

SEC commissioner Roy Kramer visited 
the campus and commended LSU for the 
manner in which it tackled the issue. LSU 
reported itself to the NCAA before the 
investigation was complete, 

Coach Nick Saban expressed “total con- 
fidence in the academic credibility of this uni- 
versity and the people in the Academic 
Center.” Roger Grooters, the center's execu 
tive director, held a similar position at Michi- 
gan State when Saban coached the Spartans. 

Chancellor Mark Emmert issued a pub- 
lic statement asking all faculty and staff to 
assist in the investigation in the spring, hop- 
ing to get some sort of resolution by the fall. 

¢ Ina separate incident, LSU reduced 
the number of days Saban could recruit in 
the spring from 24 to 18. That followed 
three minor NCAA violations the school 
self-reported in which Saban and two 
unnamed assistant coaches may have 
improperly contacted two recruits and made 
excessive phone calls. LSU ordered the 
coaches to stop recruiting the players and 
notified the SEC of the violations in October 
of 2001. The NCAA ruled in March that 
LSU had meted out sufficient punishment. 

© On the field, LSU lost senior offensive 
lineman Terry Philips, who quit the team, 
and sophomore wide receiver Drew Hixon, 
who transferred to Tennessee Tech. Hixon is 
the son of LSU receivers coach Stan Hixon. 

Lower back pain limited how much 
sophomore wide receiver Michael Clayton 
could practice. 

© Former wide receivers Jack Hunt and 
Corey Webster were shifted to the defensive 
backfield, and tailback Devery Henderson will 
also be used as a wide receiver. Damien 
James moved from comerback to free safety. 

° Because of a 10-day hiatus for spring 
break, LSU didn’t finish practicing until 
nearly May. For the first time in his three 
years at LSU, Saban broke up practice, 
preferring to work out one week before the 
spring break and returning to complete the 
rest of the session that ended April 27. 
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Toefield Makes Knowing Knees His Business 


unior tailback LaBrandon Toefield 

J majors in kinesiology at LSU, but 
his real education iz 

anatomy of the knee. 

After two torn anterior cruciate lig- 
aments in less than four years, Toefield 
can tell you all about the inner-work- 
ings of the joint and what it takes to 
strengthen it to the point to where he 
can play again. 

That's one reason Toefield didn’t 
panic when he sustained a torn left ACL 
in the second quarter of the SEC Cham- 
pionship Game against Tennessee in 
December. Tooheld had torn his right 
one before his senior year at Indepen- 
dence (La.) High School in a setback 
that prepared him for his latest hurdle. 

“i's easier for me because | know 
everything you have to do (to 
recover),” he said. “It’s all about how 
hard you work. It can be frustrating 
and aggravating. But it’s all on me. 
| have to stay strong.” 

Toefield sat out spring practice just 
as he did his senior year at Indepen- 
dence, but both he and coach Nick 
Saban expect Toefield back as fit as 
ever in the fall. 

“His rehabilitation is going 


as come in the 


Senior Damien James intercepted an 
SEC-high five passes but has moved from 
linebacker to his more natural spot of free 
safety to replace the departed Ryan Clark. 
Senior Norman Lejeune struggled at cor- 
nerback a year ago before fitting in well at 
strong safety over the last five games. 
Senior Demetrius Hookfin started every 
game at right cornerback. 

James started all but one game at 
linebacker over the past two years and 
has the accolades to show for it. He fin- 
ished second last season with 113 total 
tackles but first with 78 solo stops. He 
made 10 tackles against Tennessee and 
was instrumental in the Tigers holding the 
Volunteers to 50 yards rushing. 

Senior Jeremy Lawrence often was the 
forgotten linebacker in last year’s triumvirate 
with James and Faulk, but he’s collected 116 
tackles for his career and recorded his first 
interception last season. The responsibility of 
replacing Faulk likely will fall to either Lionel 
Tumer or Jason LeDoux. 


extremely well,” Saban said in the 
spring. “He’s really ahead of schedule.” 

When healthy, the 6-0, 225-pound 
Toefield can be a force in the backfield. 
He’s a punishing blocker and a hard- 
charging runner, as evidenced by his 
SEC record-tying 19 rushing touch- 
downs last season. He carried 230 
times for 992 yards in earning All-SEC 
honors. 

“He does a lot of things that people 
see, and he does some things they 
don't see,” said Saban, who likened 
the versatile Toefield to former Cleve- 
land Browns running back Ernest 
Byner. Saban once served as the 
Browns’ defensive coordinator. 

In Toefield’s absence, LSU also has 
senior tailback Domanick Davis, who 
rushed for 78 yards and a touchdown 
against Tennessee and 122 yards and 
a Sugar Bowl-record four touchdowns 
against Illinois. The shifty Davis doesn’t 
provide the bruising quality Saban 
prefers in his tailback, though. 

“| just have a feel for the end 
zone,” said Toefield, who redshirted 
as a true freshman. “Once you get 
inside the 20-yard line, they’re all 
tough yards.” 


SEASON SEPT, 1 AT 


VIRGINIA TECH, LOOKING TO 
GET A RUNNING START 
TOWARD A THIRD CONSECU- 
TIVE BOWL SEASON, 


The line is young, with only one full- 
time starter returning in junior tackle Chad 
Lavalais. Senior Byron Dawson started 
four of the last eight games at left end, 
and sophomore ends Marcus Spears and 
Marquise Hill have promising futures. 

Known for his quick pass-rushing abil- 


IF LABRANDON TOEFIELD CAN REBOUND 
FROM INTENSE REHABILITATION, THE ALL-SEC 
TAILBACK WILL START AGAIN. 


PHOTO BY R.D, MOORE 


ity, Lavalais had a pair of quarterback hur- 
ries and batted down a pass against Illinois, 

Davis, with his kick and punt returning 
skills, highlights a special-teams cast that 
includes senior kicker John Corbello and 
junior punter Donnie Jones. Corbello 
kicked three field goals of at least 45 
yards against Tennessee and tied a Sugar 
Bowl record with five extra-point kicks. 

Jones set SEC Championship Game 
records with a 58-yard punt and a 45.2 
average after averaging 43.7 yards during 
the regular season. 

For all that LSU has achieved, Saban 
won't let the Tigers rest. 

“The standard of excellence has to 
go up,” he said. “Last year's accomplish- 
ments are next year's expectations. 
Certainly, there's a lot of work to do.” 


— Dave Moormann 


For more coverage of the Tigers, 


visit http://Isu.rivals.com 
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Miss football team doesn't have for 

the 2002 season, let's focus on what 
they do have. 

They have an elite quarterback, Eli 
Manning, who can change the course of 
a game ... heck, an entire season, 


| nstead of focusing on what the Ole 


They have more speedy and talented 
wide receivers than have ever been in 
Oxford. 

They have four-man depth at tailback 
and plenty of talented offensive linemen to 
construct the indestructible wall they'll need 
to keep defenders away from Manning. 

They have the type of team that, if 
projected to finish low enough in the SEC 
Western Division, can make the experts 
look like rotten egg heads. 

“It's kind of nice to have people 
doubting us,” said senior linebacker Eddie 
Strong. “It's nice to let them think they 
know what we have here, when they 
don't. That makes it that much sweeter 
when we rise up and do our thing.” 

Well, before the Rebels do anything, 
we have to mention what they don’t 
have. It is the same thing they haven't 
had for quite some time. 

It's the same thing that has kept the 
Rebels from joining the SEC's elite the last 
decade. They don’t have enough defense. 
They certainly don’t have enough size. 
Enough depth. Or enough size. 

Did we mention that size problem? 

“We won't let that be an excuse any- 
more," said Strong, one of six returning 
defensive starters for the Rebels, who 
despite a 7-4 mark last season, spent the 
bowl season in front of the TV instead of in 
a hotel at a bowl site. 

“It's been the same song since I've 
been here, ‘Plenty of offense and not 


QUARTERBACK EL! MANNING HAS A DEEP, 
TALENTED RECEIVING CORPS ... AND THE 
CONFIDENCE OF HIS HEAD COACH. 
PHOTO BY RD. MOORE 


OLE MISS 


BELS 


enough defense.’ Well, we have to get 
past that this time around.” 

If the Rebels are to make their climb 
to the upper tier of the SEC West, they'll 
have to find a cure for the late-season 
ills that plagued them a season ago, 
when they ran up a 6-1 mark before a 


Eli, Revamped D in Position to Surprise 


fatigued bunch limped through the last 
month 1-3. 

The rugged 12-game schedule this 
season — which inclucles trips to Texas 
Tech, Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia and LSU 
and visits from Florida, Auburn and Missis- 
sippi State — doesn't help the cause. But 
nobody said making the move to the 
upper division was going to be easy. 

“We feel like we've put in the hard 
work and effort it takes to get to this 
point, where we can compete with any 
team in our league,” said fourth-year 
coach David Cutcliffe, “Not only do we 
feel that way, we live that way. It's how 
we operate on a daily basis, like a team 
and a program that is competing for 
championships.” 

Having Manning in red and blue 
will help. 

He's easily one of the nation’s best quar- 
terbacks after just one season as a starter ... 
and he has a preseason All America honor 


REBELS 


| 2001: 7-4 overall; 4-4 SEC (T-3rd West) 
| GOAGH: David Cutcliffe — At Ole Miss and 
Overall: 23-13, 3 years 


5; 7 offense, 
6 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Eli Manning, 
WR Chris Collins, C Ben Claxton, TE Doug 
Zeigler, WR/KR Jason Armstead, LB Eddie 
Strong, LB Lanier Goethie, LB L.P. Spence, 
DB Matt Grier 

PRIMARY STRENGTH: The Rebels have 
enough offensive firepower for two 
teams, and it all starts with Manning's 


from Playboy to prove it. He directed the 
offense with almost effortless ease last sea- 
son, setting or tying 17 school passing 
records, including single-season marks for 
passing yards (2,948), attempts (408), com- 
pletions (259), touchdown passes (31), pass. 
efficiency rating (144.8), total offense (2,957) 


and total touchdowns (31). 

He finished in the top 25 nationally in 
12 categories, but perhaps most impor- 
tant, engineered three fourth-quarter, 
come-from-behind wins. 

First was a 27-24 thriller at home over 
Alabama, the Rebels’ first win over the 
Crimson Tide in 13 seasons. The second 
came at LSU, a 35-24 win that gave the 
Rebels the distinction of being the only 
SEC West team to upend the eventual SEC 
champs. And the last was a 38-27 season- 
ending win over Vanderbilt. 

Just how good he is remains a tough 
one for Cutcliffe, who tutored a long list of 
Tennessee quarterbacks, including Eli's 
big brother, Indianapolis Colts’ All-Pro 
Peyton Manning. 

“I'll say this,” said Cutcliffe, who hates 
being asked to compare the brothers, “Eli's 
every single thing you ask a quarterback to 


right arm. Deep and talented, the Rebels 
should score points in bunches. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: A rugged 
schedule and the annual lack of bulk up 
the middle on defense could spell major 


problems for a team that can't afford any 
major injuries to its starters. 

OVERVIEW: The Rebels have been compet- 
itive in recent years, but haven't been 
above .500 in the league in 10 seasons. 

If they're going to make the jump to the 
next level, it needs to be while Manning is 


on campus, 
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EBELS*REGRUITING 


Name / Postion Sue Honerown Hict ScHoot / Cousce 
BANKS, Nate B 511,175 Uberty ‘Amite County 

SuperPep AltDivie # Secondeam AllSiole # Twotime AlLDishic @ As a senior, hod 2,276 ol purpose 
yerds ond 14 touchdowns @ Three-year leerman in fate # Fouryeorleerman in rock 


BOURNES, Ken B 62,255 ‘Copich-Lineoln CC 

Rated No. ieee or ah cea aan eee See 
ployer in Missing @ Hod 115 tackles, induding 13 tctles fr los, si quarterback sods, four fumbles | 
couse, three fumbles recovered ond two inercepions asa sophomore # Prep AS # As a seni, hod 
160 laces, incding 13 tace for lass ond four quarterback socks 


BROWN, Bryan B 5-10, 185 Corinth 

‘SuperPrep Al-Dixie @ All-State # Hod 9,830 career all-purpose yords ond iienaece ees 
hod 3,164 all purpose yords ond 25 touchdowns # Hod 2,232 yards passing and 18 touchdowns # Four 
yeorleerman @ Averaged 17 pois ond four oss per game for he boskebal eam 


CLARK, Dekick L 65,240 Pontotoc 

‘Superrep Al-Diie @ AllSiole # Hod 104 toes, thee fmbles caused, ee Sed ign, 
inlereption 0 «senior ¢ Blocked four kicks # As junior, shed fr sx ouchdowns ¢ Fouryearlerman 
in football ond rack # Fivetime lterman in beskerbll 


CROSS, rodkck B 60,225 Rivera Beach FL WI. Dwyer 
Palm Booch Post Defensive Payer ofthe Year # All Sloe # Two-fme Al-Conference # As a senicr, hod 110 
toc, inducing 15 toca for los, 35 axis, sx quarterback socks, five fumbles coused ond tree fumbles 
recovered # Hod 214 coreer cls, incing 23 odes fr loss, 84 esis, 11 quoresbock socks, nine hm 
bles covied, tree hmbles recovered and three inerepions 


FLATT, Ethan B 66,197 Noshville, TN ‘Dawid Lipscomb 
AllSiate @ Two-time AllRegion # Hod 1,877 yards passing and 27 touchdowns wih five interceptions @ 
Had 51 career touchdowns wit 11 intercepions @ Fouryeor leterman in feoboll and bostebol ¢ Letered 
in rack # National Honor Sci. 


HERRING, Chris L 62,260 Courtland ‘South Panola 
Prep Footboll Report A-Americon @ SuperPrep Al-Americon @ PrepStor American @ Alanis Jour 


hod 120 toc, five inkercepions, four quarlerbock socks ond tree fumbles recovered ¢ Hod 120 toes, 
inducing 17 locks for los, asa jenior # Hod 420 career cs, 10infecepion ond 30 quarterback socks 
+ Averaged 1 points ond 12 rebounds per game fr the beskeball em 


JENKINS, Brondon 65,270 ‘Memphis, IN 

PrepStar AlkRegion # AllSioe # Twotime AllRegion # Hod 0 solo tcles, ising 10 le bo, 
rine quarterback sats ond 15 pases broken up s a senior # Hod 25 career quaterbock socks ¢ Leered in 
foobal, boskebol ond rock 


CCnstiton Super Souher 100 ¢ Cloror-Ledger rled No.4 ployer in Msisipg # AlScte @ As a serior, | 


Naw / Posmon Suz Houston Hic Scoot / Couece 
| NORKLAND, Joy L 64,295 New Albany WP. Dorie! 

| Supertep Al-Amercon # Prep Fool Report Al-Amricon # PrepStor Al-Americn @ Border Wars A 
Souh # Al-Site @ Hod 103 poncoke blocks oto senior ond 80 os junior # Groded 92 percent on blocking 
Cssgnments# Did not give up a quarterbck sock # Hod 40 toc ond four quarerbock sacks of junior. 


ULY, Lowrence L 64,250 ‘Montevallo, AL ‘Montevallo 
PrepSior AllRegion @ SuperPrep All-Dixie @ Ranked No. 15 fight end nationally ond No. ¥ fight end in | 
| Aldana by rp Fal opr ¢ Bigham Nev Send Daan @ Had 18 expos fo 50 yr ond 
| tree chown so serie # Treen ltornn in fob ¢ Fourjeoretaran in base 

| 

MCCOY, James L 64,290 ‘Moss Point Moss Point 

| Clarion-Ledger Dandy Dozen # Two-time All-State @ Three-fime All-Coost ¢ As 0 senior, averaged four pan- 
[cle tad prone # De chow oprah ak # Hep tem ae dpe Si 


(MITCHELL, Joye L 66,75 Jodkson Forest ll 

| PrepStor All Souheos! Region ¢ All-Siie @ ALDistict @ Region Defensive Most Volucble Payer 4 Hod 120 
| tock, induding 28 toddes for loss, three quarterback socks and three fumbles coused as a senior # As 0 
junior, hod 101 todkes, inducing 20 toes for loss and three quarterback socks. 


PITTMAN, Jornal B 62,20 Cokunbia Cohmbio 

Prep Football Report All Southeast @ PrepStar AllRegion @ Orlando Sentinel All-Southem @ Clarion-Ledger 
roled No. 6 player in Missisippi ¢ AllShate # Three-fme AlLDistic @ Hod 5,522 career yards rshing ond 
| 75achdowns @ h 2001, od 3,117 yor nakng ord 36 seoes # Hod 1482 yrds ing os jo. 


| RUFFIN, Jererny B 62,205 Meridion Mesidion 

| Scpetrep Al:Ametan ¢ Prep Footel Report AllSouheos # Clarion edger Dandy Dazen ¢ AlkSile # Three 
| year sarer @ Hod 313 corer aces ond 39 GB socks ¢ Hod 101 fade, inducing 90 slo, 13 GB socks ond 
tree intercepions cs a serior @ Averaged 15 point ond 15 rebeunds per gome for he bskebal tom. 


| SANDERS, Antonio L 64,300 Memphis, IN Feiley 
| Honorable menton AllSse @ Al-Region # As seni, hod 35 pancake blacks # Did not low o quater 
bocksock Tree yar leteron in ool 


WICKER Josh Andrew 65,770 Tochery, A Sitimen ative 
SuperPrep Al-Souhwest @ PrepSiarAllSouheas Region ¢ Three-fme Al-Dishit @ Helped feom fo sole champ 
conship @ Hod 141 laces ond eight quariark sock os «senior # AS juror hod 128 lode, inducing 22 
foros, ond four Keble covered ¢ Hod £20 corer des, inducing 80 for ls, and 40 quarerbock sc 


WOMACK, Larrick L 65,265 ‘Memphis, IN Northwest CC 

| Hod 72 juror college corer tocles, indlcing 18 aces for los, si quoretbock socks, sx umbles coed and 
| or fb ec # A sophmore he 5 cles nding 28 slo @ Helped prepa se cha 
| pionhip oso serie @ Hod 142 toces, nding 63 sl, ond rine quarterback socks # Region Mos Val 
| cle Dees Fer #Fouryoretemonin beled bk Latrdin rok 


\WOOKCATHHEREBELS: 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 
(7-4, 4-4) | PASSING Aug. 31 La-Monroe 
oat Come Yaros Pct TD Int = —— 
49 Murray State 14 259-2948 635 31 9 Sept. 7 Memphis 
= = =| Ga eee Lie) UN ere ea == 
21 Auburn 7 RUSHING | Sept. 14 at Texas Tech 
42 Kentucky 31 No Yaros Ave is Sept. 21 Vanderbilt 
35 Arkansas State 7 330 | Oc.5 Florida 
27. Alabama ag: || us Oct.12 Arkansas State 
= RECEIVING a 
45 Middle Tennessee 17 VRSaa IGE TIGA Od.19 — atAlaboma 
35 LsuU 24 6212.8 51 Oct. 26 at Arkansas 
> = 470 iE: 43 ——— ee — 
413129 = Nov. 2 A 
56 Arkansas 7 OT) 58 aa? lov. burn 
28 Mississippi State G6 |) Sere ee mee (Now Zae vents * = 
38 Vanderbilt 27 | | Spats Semen Sich 3 Aodenen 25 Nov. 28 Mississippi State 
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be, and more. He doesn’t have a single 
weakness you can exploit, yet he refuses to 
rest on what he’s already accomplished. 
People talk about a guy having unlimited 
potential, but that's true about Eli, 

“A lot of people don't realize how much 
more effective you can be after having 11 
games as a starter under your belt, But as his 
knowledge of the offense improves, his 
decision-making should be quicker, and he 
should help us at the line of scrimmage. 
There are a lot of things that he'll benefit 
from coming back as a veteran.” 

The only problem at quarterback is the 
depth. Senior David Morris, who's played 
sparingly during his career, is the backup. 
Redshirt freshmen Mike Spurlock and Seth 
Smith are still learning the system, 

“Quarterback is a position where you 
can't take for granted that you have all the 
answers,” Cutcliffe said. 

“It's easy to get comfortable when you 
have an Eli Manning. If we should suffer 
the unfortunate loss of a starter like Eli, the 
biggest issue would be which direction our 
offense would go and how we would 
develop as an offensive football team,” 

Manning will have a deep and tal- 
ented receiving corps, led by junior Chris 
Collins and senior Jason Armstead, both 
game-breaking talents. Reliable sopho- 
mores Bill Flowers and Trey Fryfrogle add 
depth, while redshirt freshmen Taye Bid- 
dle, Mike Espy and Mario Hill provide 
deep threats. 

Manning's most reliable receiver, 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 
QB Eli Manning 


Emerging Star 
WR Chris Collins 
Top Newcomer 
TB Ronald McClendon 


though, is senior tight end Doug Zeigler, 
who's developed into one of the nation's 
most complete packages at the position. 
Huge with soft hands, Zeigler is fast 
enough to turn a short pass into a long 
gain and strong enough, at 254, to block 
with the best of them. And it helps that 
he and Manning are roommates. 

“There's definitely a chemistry you work 
out there,” Manning said, “but that chem- 
istry is something we've tried to develop as 
aunit, the receivers, backs and myself.” 


JUNIOR VON HUTCHINS IS SLATED TO START 
AT THE THIRD SAFETY SPOT, 
__PHOTOBY RD. MOORE 


The backs, while deeper than any time 
in the past three seasons, have major 
questions to answer. For starters, who's 
going to start? 

Senior Robert Williams would appear 
to be the answer. But junior Ronald 
McClendon, the nation’s top junior college 
tailback last season, will make a push for 
the job. So will junior Tremaine Tumer, 
who's coming off a redshirt season after 
neck and shoulder injuries. Redshirt fresh- 
man Vashon Pearson is the biggest of the 
bunch, and that doesn’t include incoming 
freshman Jamal Pittman, a 6-1, 230-pound 
phenom from the same hometown as Wal- 
ter Payton. 

The fullback duties will be handled by 
versatile senior Toward Sanford, sopho- 
more sledgehammer Rick Razzano and 


redshirt freshman Brandon Jacobs, who 
came to campus as a tailback. 

The biggest question mark for the 
offense is whether the line can continue its 
tradition as one of the best in the league. 
The Rebels allowed just 10 sacks in 2001, 
the lowest total in the SEC. Offensive coordi- 
nator and interior line coach John Latina has 
produced a steady stream of NFL draft picks, 
including consensus All-American Terrence 
Metcalf from last season's team. 

He has plenty to work with in four 
returning starters — senior captain and 
second-team All-SEC center Ben Claxton, 
senior left tackle Belton Johnson, and 
sophomore guards Marcus Johnson and 
Doug Buckles. The fight for the job at right 
tackle should be determined during two- 
a-days between freshman Tre’ Stallings 
and junior Cliff Woodruff. 

Depth shouldn't be a problem with vet- 
erans German Bello, Justin Sawyer and 
James Campbell waiting for the call. Five 
redshirt freshmen wide bodies will be 
added to the mix as well, including consen- 
sus prep All-American Chris Spencer, who's 
slated for backup duty at one guard spot. 

But for all the talent and depth the 
Rebels have on the offensive line, the same 
can’t be said for the defensive side. The 
Rebels ranked at or near the bottom of the 
league in all but two major defensive cate- 
gories last season, And the reason for that 
lies mainly in the fact that the Rebels sim- 
ply have been unable to stop teams from 
running. 

New defensive coordinator Chuck 
Driesbach has installed an eight-man front 
that’s designed to utilize the Rebels’ 
speed and cloak their lack of bulk. 

“It's obvious on defense that we have 
to defend the run better,” Cutcliffe said. 

“We are going to have to pressure 
and attack quarterbacks better since we 
only had 12 sacks a year ago. With a con- 
ference as tough as this one and the quar- 
terbacks we see, we must put better 
pressure on the quarterback. We also 
have to find a couple of cover guys since 
we lost two corners who did the bulk of 
the playing for us in the secondary.” 

Finding two new war daddies in the 
middle would help, too. 

Ole Miss loses both interior starters, 
and will leave those duties to a couple of 
hard-nosed but extremely undersized 
veterans, Junior Jesse Mitchell and senior 
Yahrek Johnson will line up at nose guard 
and tackle, respectively. They'll be backed 
up by a bunch of young guys, including 
sophomores McKinley Boykin and Daniel 
Booth, who are smaller and obviously lack 
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harping on me being a playmaker,” Arm- 
stead said, “and I feel like now is the time 
for me to show what I can do. It's been 

a natural process. Last year I was getting 

used to the system and learning what 
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EDDIE STRONG LEADS REBEL LINEBACKERS, 
THE ONE SPOT WHERE OLE MISS HAS. 
LEGITIMATE DEPTH. 


PHOTO BY R.D, MOORE 


the competitive experience, 

That's why it’s good to have defen- 
sive ends like senior Germain Landrum 
and juniors Josh Cooper and Charlie 
Anderson to help the cause. 

That said, the strength of the defense 
lies with the linebackers. That's where 
Strong, who should push for All-SEC and 
All-American honors, teams with Lanier 
Goethie, the team’s surest tackler. Eight 
other players have lettered at linebacker, 
including senior Ryan Hamilton and 
juniors L.P. Spence, a starter last season, 
and Justin Wade. 

Linebacker is the one spot where the 
Rebels have legitimate depth ... and yet 
only two at a time will be on the field in 
this new defensive alignment, a good 
problem to have if you're Driesbach, who. 
also coaches the linebackers. 

“In this system, we don't need that 
many,” Driesbach said. “It helps with 
competition, but it can also be frustrating. 
They are all looking for their roles.” 

Some of the team's best athletes will 
patrol the secondary. 


Strong is Stronger, Might Be Strongest 


He can’t. His heart won't let him, 
particularly when it comes to the 
game he loves. The game of football. 

The Ole Miss senior linebacker sur- 
prised many, including NFL scouts, when 
he decided to return to Oxford for a fifth 
season as the rock in the middle of the 
Rebels’ undersized defense. He surprised 
everyone but himself. 

“People were making the case for 
me to leave, but it never was a serious 
option for me,” said Strong, a massive 
6-4, 245-pound human destroyer 
whose penchant for vicious hits might 
make him a wealthy man in the near 
future. “I still can’t get over not being 
able to play two years ago (the 2000 
season). That’s bothered me to this 
day, that | had to sit on the sidelines 
and watch.” 

Strong watched that 2000 season 
end before it began when he suffered 
a stress fracture in his left foot during 
fall practice. 

The year off was a painful experi- 
ence that Strong said hurt him to the 
core. But it also taught him to appreci- 


F ddie Strong doesn’t forget easily. 


Senior strong safety Matt Grier could 
make a case for being the team's best all- 
around talent, and sophomore free safety 


E FEEL LIKE 

WE'VE PUT 

IN THE 
HARD WORK AND EFFORT IT 


TAKES TO GET TO THIS POINT, 
WHERE WE CAN COMPETE 
WITH ANY TEAM IN OUR 
LEAGUE.” 


Eric Oliver moved into position to earn 

a starting nod with a strong freshman cam- 
paign and big spring. Junior Von Hutchins 
is slated to start at the third safety spot, 
while seniors Desmon Johnson and Chris 
Knight will start at the comer spots. 


ate all the things about football and life 
that he’d taken for granted. 

“I spent so much time studying the 
game, studying myself,” said Strong, 
expected fo compete for All-American 
honors. “I've gotten stronger, smarter, 
stronger in the mind. | went from being in 
Boe shape to being in excellent shape.” 

His production during the 2001 
season (a team-high 105 tackles) 
backed that up, as Strong became the 
first Rebel since Green Bay Packers’ 
linebacker Nate Wayne in 1996 to 
finish with more than 100 tackles in 
a season. Strong finished six games 
with 10 or more tackles. 

He had a career-high 15 in the Egg 
Bowl clash with rival Mississippi State, 
11 in a 27-24 win over Alabama, the 
Rebels’ first win over the Crimson Tide 
in 13 years. Even the second-team All- 
SEC honors weren‘t enough to ease the 
pain Strong felt after missing a season. 

“I/II be upset about it until I’m 
done playing this game,” Strong said 
without a hint of a smile. “And some- 
body has to pay for that every time 
| step on the field.” (a 


Junior Marcus Woodson, a starter 
last season before a shoulder injury side- 
lined him late, should be back after 
missing the spring. Juniors Wes Scott 
and Travis Blanchard and sophomore 
Kelvin Robinson fill out the safety spots, 
while Travis Johnson and Bryant Thomas 
will provide depth at corner. 

All of the specialists return — kickers 
Jonathan Nichols and Lee Rogers, punter 
Cody Ridgeway and long snapper A.J. 
Kiamie. 

Of course, that’s more of what the 
Rebels do have. And not what they 
don’t have. 

“We know what we want,” Strong 
said. “But we're not sharing it with any- 
body. Everybody thinks they know what 
this team is about, but they have no idea 
what we're capable of. We've got high 
expectations for ourselves, real high.” 


— Sekou Smith 


For more coverage of the Rebels, 
visit http://olemiss.rivals.com 
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evin Fant is majoring in industrial 
K technology. Mario Haggan is pur- 
suing a degree in sports communi- 
cation. Josh Morgan will soon pick up 
a diploma in business administration. 
Yet all three Mississippi State football 
players spent last fall enduring a first-hand 


Majoring in 


study of a subject far removed from their 
usual classwork. 

The topic? Team chemistry, a charac- 
teristic many Bulldogs suggest was out of 
whack during a decidedly disappointing 
3-8 campaign — MSU's first finish under 
-500 since 1996. 

For a team picked by many to win the 
Southeastern Conference's Western Divi- 
sion, last season's crash-and-burn was 
a head scratcher. 

“It was the team, not one person,” 
said Fant, who took over as State’s start- 
ing quarterback after Wayne Madkin went 
down with a season-ending toe injury in 
mid-November. “I think we had new guys 
coming in (to play) certain positions, but 
we didn't have enough leaders to step up 
and show the way.” 

Morgan, who's slated to be a three- 
year starter at free safety, agreed. 

“We didn’t have real good chem- 
istry,” Morgan said, “and that carries 


2001: 3-8 overall; 2-6 SEC (6th West) 

COACH: Jackie Sherrill — At MSU: 70-56-2, 
11 years; Overall: 175-101-4, 24 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 8 offense, 
7 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATGRH: 08 Kevin Fant, TB 
Dontae Walker, SE Justin Jenkins, OT Derrick 
Thompson, LB Mario Haggan, LB TJ. Maw- 
hinney, CB Korey Banks, FS Josh Morgan 

PRIMARY STENGTH: Firepower on 

offense, Fant shined after taking the top 


job in November. Walker has potential for 


a team a long way. You've got 85 players 
with 85 different personalities. Everybody 
isn’t going to get along, but it’s very 
important we're all going for the same 
goals. We had the athletes, but | think it 
was the little stuff that hurt us.” 

A good portion of the blame for Mis- 


Chemistry is No Minor Thing 


sissippi State's disappointing showing, 
was directed at the team’s heavy reliance 
on first-year junior college transfers. At 
season's end, eight players who arrived in 
Starkville barely a month before the Labor 
Day opener against Memphis were listed 
on the two-deep defensive depth chart. 

MSU coach Jackie Sherrill didn’t buy 
such criticism, pointing out almost half of the 
program's All-SEC players in the past four 
years came to State via the junior college 
route, Yet it's worth noting MSU's recruiting 
lass in February included only one player 
who wasn’t from the high school ranks. 

Newcomers clearly won't play such 
a major role in 2002. 

A more seasoned retuming core — the 
Bulldogs have eight starters back on offense 
and seven on defense — provided an 
opportunity to develop cohesiveness in 
spring practice and offseason workouts. 

According to several players, positive 
changes took place. 

“| think the attitude definitely is a lot 


BULLDOGS 


a break-out season. Jenkins and Terrell 
Grindle lead a deep group of receivers. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEM: In the trenches. | 
The Bulldogs have serious question marks | 
on both lines, where inconsistency and 
lack of depth are major issues. 
OVERVIEW: Mississippi State likely was the 
biggest disappointment in the SEC in 2001 
after being a popular preseason choice to 
reach the league's title game. The expecta | 
tions aren't as high this year, which is | 
when the Bulldogs often perform best. 


better,” Morgan said. “People realize what 
it’s like to have a bad season, which is 
something we haven't had here in 
awhile. We don’t want it to happen 
again. Everybody knows we've got to get 
better and get closer as a team.” 

One player eager to lead a 2002 


rebound is Fant, the gung-ho junior who 
sparkled in MSU's final two games against 
Ole Miss and Brigham Young. Fant’s com- 
bined passing numbers from those nights 
(34 of 49, 609 yards, four touchdowns, 
one interception) gave State followers 
optimism for a position that hasn't pro- 
duced an All-SEC performer in maroon- 
and-white since Don Smith in 1986. 

Fant, who underwent elbow surgery 
in December but should be fully recovered 
in the summer, is eager to grab the reins 
of a unit that has the potential to consis- 
tently produce big plays. 

“The quarterback has a leadership role 
on any football team, even if that’s not his 
personality,” said Fant, who is backed by 
redshirt freshman Kyle York. “Those last 
few games were a big confidence booster. 
I think we felt pretty confident as an offen- 
sive unit as a whole. 

“| think we look more like a team than 
we ever have, especially compared to last 
year. | don’t think (in spring) we were 
where we wanted to be yet, but I think 
our chemistry is getting a lot better.” 

Fant's poise and ability to come up 
with the timely completion bode well for 
an offense with the potential to be more 
quick-strike oriented than in recent years. 

“The biggest thing for Kevin is run- 
ning our team and taking the ball to the 
tight place,” said offensive coordinator 
Sparky Woods. “He did that pretty well in 
spring, better than he has before.” 

One of State's go-to guys figures to be 


A BANGED-UP KNEE HAMPERED DONTAE 
WALKER’S PLAY LAST SEASON, BUT HE LOOKED 
LIKE A REJUVENATED PLAYER IN SPRING. 
PHOTO BY RD. MOORE 
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enigmatic senior tailback Dontae Walker. 
After rushing for 795 yards and averaging 
5.4 yards a carry as a sophomore, his num- 
bers slipped to 548 and 4.0 in 2001. A 
banged-up knee hampered Walker's play 
last season, but he looked like a rejuvenated 
player in spring practice before being side- 
lined by a couple of minor injuries. 

With Dicenzo Miller — arguably 
MSU's best player last fall — finished as 
a collegian, the 225-pound Walker is 
eager to grab a bigger share of the ball- 
carrying load. 

“I think Dontae will end up being a lot 
tougher player this year,” Sherrill said. 

Darting sophomore Fred Reid offers 
a change of pace, while heralded fresh- 
men signees Jerious Norwood and Nick 
Turmer could factor into the rotation. 

Senior Justin Griffith, who's back after 
a neck injury, and sophomore Darnell 
Jones offer Sherrill a pair of rugged 
options at fullback. 

Perhaps the deepest spot on the roster 
is wide receiver, a position where the Bull- 
dogs retum their top three targets — junior 
Justin Jenkins, senior Terrell Grindle and 
sophomore Ray Ray Bivines. 

Plagued by drops and inconsistency, 
MSU's pass catchers displayed substantial 
improvement in the final month last sea- 
son. The acrobatic Jenkins led the Bulldogs 
with 42 catches, including eight for touch- 
downs, Grindle was next with 40 catches. 
The cat-quick Bivines (14 catches) had 
a big spring and very well might be 
MSU's 'X’ factor this fall. Sophomores 
Antonio Hargro and McKinley Scott (who 
missed last season due to a knee injury) 
also have potential to contribute. 


THE BEST anpD 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


LB Mario Haggan 
Emerging Star 
QB Kevin Fant 
Top Newcomer 
DB Darren Williams 


Look for Donald Lee, a senior and 
two-year starter at tight end, to be an 
even bigger focal point. Lee, who caught 
a total of 35 passes during the past two 
seasons, is a reliable receiver and pos- 
sesses deceptive speed in the open field. 

The line is the biggest question mark 
on offense. 


Junior left tackle Derrick Thomp- 
son, an All-SEC-type talent and the 
unit's top retumee, missed spring 
practice for academic reasons. 
Although the spirited Thompson was 
less than 100 percent for much of last 
season due to a chronically sore knee, 
his absence in the fall would leave 
a gaping hole on Fant’s blind side. 

Two more starters are set to 
return in junior center Blake Jones, 

a former walk-on, and junior Donald 
Tucker, who could find a home at 
either guard or tackle. Also in posi- 
tion to earn starting spots are sopho- 
more tackle David Stewart and 
sophomore guard Brad Weathers. 
Highly touted redshirt freshman cen- 
ter Chris McNeil is capable of push- 
ing Jones at center. 

Although depth remains a seri- 
ous concer, Sherrill said his blockers 
made progress during the spring. 

Sherrill wasn't quite so pleased 
with his defensive line. Defensive 
coordinator Joe Lee Dunn is eyeing 
a 5-1-5 look, but the line struggled 
to find consistency in March and 
April. Junior tackle Tommy Kelly and 
senior tackle Kahlil Nash are perhaps 
the most talented players up front, 
but both seemed to be up-and-down. 
in their first season after arriving from 
junior college. 

Ronald Fields, who started three 


KEVIN FANT UNDERWENT ELBOW SURGERY IN DECEM- 
BER BUT SHOULD BE FULLY RECOVERED IN THE SUMMER. 
PHOTO BY R.D, MOORE 


games last season as a true freshman, 
is set to take over at nose guard full 
time. 

Both end spots are wide open, with 
juniors Jason Clark and Kamau Jackson and 
sophomore Robert Spivey having the 
most experience. Clark and Spivey have 
the potential to develop into top-flight 
pass rushers. 

Not surprising, middle linebackers 
Mario Haggan and T.J. Mawhinney were 
the defense’s most reliable performers in 
the spring. Haggan, a senior who could 
make another push for All-American hon- 
ors, has led the Bulldogs in tackles in each 
of the past two seasons. Mawhinney, 

a junior and former walk-on transfer from 
Division I-AA Charleston Southern, 
steadily improved last fall to finish as 
Mississippi State's No. 2 tackler. 

But a 5-1-5 set includes just one middle 
linebacker, so how much Haggan and 
Mawhinney play simultaneously remains to 
be seen. 

Despite the loss of two-time All-SEC 
safety Pig Prather, the secondary could be 
significantly improved after being fre- 


quently victimized a year ago. 

Senior cornerback Korey Banks experl- 
enced his shares of highs and lows after 
arriving from junior college, but the hard- 
hitter has All-SEC potential. Senior 
Demetric Wright is set to return at the 
opposite corner after missing the last por- 
tion of spring due to minor knee surgery. 

Junior Milas Randle and sophomore 
Gabe Wallace are looking to fill the two 
vacancies at DOG safety. Neither shies 
from contact. The same goes for Morgan, 
who battled a nagging shoulder injury in 
2001. Senior safety Michael Gholar, who 
is giving football another shot after focus- 
ing on basketball the past four years, 
could find his way into the mix. So might 
Darren Williams, one of the nation’s most 
highly recruited defensive back prospects. 
last winter. 

The kicking game often has been con- 
sidered one of MSU's strengths, but that 
wasn’t the case last fall. 

John Michael Marlin connected on 
eight of 16 field goals during an inconsis- 
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_ Kevin Fant, Jr/Kyle York, Fr 


FB Justin Geiffth, Sr*/Darnell Jones, So* 
FL___ Terrell Grindle, Sr 35, = 
SE Justin Jenkins, Jr*/Antonio Hargro, So 
TE Donald Lee, Sr*/Aaron Lumph 
IT Derrick Thompson, Jr*/Donald Tucker, Je? 
1G Brad Weathers, So/Kyle Watson, Sr 
C Blake Jones, Je/Chri McNeil, Fr ——— 
RG Michael Allen, Sr/Will Rogers, So 
J Stewart, So/Eric Thompson, Jr 
PK John Michael Marlin, J OR Brent Smith, Jr 


2002 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


WDE Jason Clark, Jr/Nathan Jackson, Jr 
LDT Kahlil Nosh, Sr*/Michael Oyefesobi, Sr 
NG Ronald Fields, So/Dannie Snyder, Sr 
ly 
vey, 
MIB Mario Hagan, Sr*/TJ. Mawhinney, Je* 
LGB Demetric Wright, Sr*/Slovakio Gri 
LDS Milos Randle, Jr/Wolter Burdett, Sr 
FS Josh Morg ael Gholar, 
RDS Gabe Wallace, So, 
RCB Korey Banks, Sr*/Richard Ball, Sr 


P Jared Cook, So*/Robert Wallis, Jr 


SPRING UPDATE 


fter secondary coach Melvin 
Smith joined the staff at 
labama and coordinator of 


football operations David Wilson left for 
Georgia Tech, Mississippi State coach 
Jackie Sherrill brought in Curley Hallman 
(defensive backs) and Rockey Felker (foot- 
ball operations). 

With Felker (Mississippi State, 1986- 
90), Hallman (LSU, 1991-94), Sparky 
Woods (South Carolina 1989-93) and Joe 
Lee Dunn (Ole Miss, 1994), Sherrill has 
four former SEC head coaches on his 
staff. 

But Shenill, whose 175 wins trail only 
Joe Paterno, Bobby Bowden and Lou Holtz 
among active Div. I-A coaches, isn’t worried 
about having too many cooks in the kitchen. 

“If their personalities (clashed), it could 
be a problem,” Sherrill said. “But that’s not 
the case. You hire people because they 
can do things for you. It's probably the 
biggest mistake a lot of people in this pro- 
fession make. They don’t hire people who 
are smarter than they are in certain areas.” 

Who was that lanky free safety that 
elicited the biggest cheers at MSU’s final 
spring scrimmage when he leaped high to 
make an interception, then raced 28 yards 
down the sideline on the return? 

It was none other than Michael Gho- 
lar, the high-rising and fiercely competitive 
6-5, 205-pound starting forward on Missis- 
sippi State’s SEC tournament champi- 
onship basketball team. Gholar, who has 
one season of football eligibility remaining, 
was considered by many observers to be 
a better football prospect than basketball 
player as a prep senior in Prentiss, Miss. 

Although he hasn't suited up in hel- 
met and pads since 1996, Sherrill said 
Gholar can make a significant contribu- 
tion this fall. 

“It looks like we're going to be able to 
use him in a lot of places,” Sherrill said. 

* He ranks 13th on the school’s all- 
time rushing list, yet tailback Dontae 
Walker is hopeful his senior season will be 
by far his most productive. 

“I knew me and Dicenzo (Miller) would 
split time the last two years, but I'm think- 
ing I'm going to have to carry the load this 
season,” Walker said. “I want to carry the 
ball 25 to 30 times a game. | know if I get 
it that many times, I'm going to make 
things happen.” 
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MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Haggan’s Return to Middle Puts Him on Top 


ississippi State linebacker 
Mario Haggan could have 
bolted to he NFL after his 


junior season and found a home in 
professional football. 

Yet, Haggan said, there always 
would have Been that nagging feeling 
in the back of his mind. 

“Things in the NFL looked bright, 
depending on how | worked out and han- 
dled myself” Haggan said, “but | feel like 
I would have left on a sour note. Going 
out on a 3-8 season isn’t saying much for 
what | can do for the younger guys. 

“I know I'm a better player. | know 
this team is much better.” 

Haggan enters his final year with 
the Bulldogs determined to finish a stel- 
lar career in style. 

Haggan is slated to start the season 
at mid le linebacker, the same position 
he played as a sophomore when he 

jarnered All-American recognition 
‘om several media outlets. 

In an effort to get State’s best play- 
ers on the field, Haggan began last 
season at defensive end. Upon reflec- 
tion, it was a move Haggan said he 
didn’t handle well. 

“Instead of playing where | needed 


tent sophomore season. Marlin was chal- 
lenged in the spring by Brian West. 

Sophomore Jared Cook returns at 
punter, although junior Robert Wallis 
could mount a challenge for the top spot 
during two-a-days in August. 

Bivines, who could be the team’s 
fastest player, looks ready to have 
a breakout year returning kicks. 

The Bulldogs won't get a breather to 
open the season. Mississippi State’s 
expanded 12-game schedule includes an 
Aug. 31 matchup at Oregon, which fin- 
ished second in both major polls after 
trouncing Colorado in the Fiesta Bowl. 

The Ducks have won 25 of their past 
26 games at Autzen Stadium in Eugene. 
Meanwhile, it's MSU's first game on the 
West Coast in a quarter of a century. 

“I think it’s good as far as preparing 
ourselves for the summer,” Morgan said. 
“We know we better get ready now. 

We have a very tough task in front of us. 
We'll be in a very hostile environment. 


to play, | got to listening to people 
(cline ae ahaa ey inought sould 
have been playing,” Haggan said. 
“That kind of took an ofes on how 

| played early in the year. | put it on 
myself fo try to make every single play 
instead of letting the game come to me. 
It made me get out of my game.” 

Haggan rebounded by midseason 
and sil managed to lead the Bulldogs 
in several defensive categories. 

Back at his old home in the mid- 
dle, the ever-talkative Haggan is 
eager to spark his teammates to a fast 
start in 2002. 

“| feel like I'm more in control of my 
defense,” Haggan said. “My guys listen 
to me more. It’s a great feeling knowing 
that I'm (lining up) where | first started 
to step into the spotlight. I'm hoping 
I can get back to where | used to be.” 

And if the Bulldogs do the same, 
Haggan would be even more satisfied. 

“I want the younger guys to look up 
to me and say, ‘I’m going to make 
a play like Mario did,’ or ‘I’m going to 
work in the weight room like Mario 
did.’ If | can do that, then I've accom- 
plished something for myself and for 
my university.” 


We'll know all we have is each other.” 
The Bulldogs play a pair of Thursday 
night games, playing host to Auburn on 
Sept. 19 and traveling to archrival Ole 
ail 


OR A TEAM PICKED 
BY MANY TO WIN 
THE SOUTHEAST- 


ERN CONFERENCE'S WESTERN 
DIVISION, LAST SEASON'S 
CRASH-AND-BURN WAS 
AHEAD SCRATCHER, 


Miss for the regular-season finale Nov. 28 
on Thanksgiving. 

Both games will be nationally tele- 
vised, which, according to Haggan, can 
be a blessing or a curse as the Bulldogs 
seek a return to their winning ways. 

“We were riding high for the last 


MARIO HAGGAN, A SENIOR WHO COULD 
MAKE ANOTHER PUSH FOR ALL-AMERICAN 
HONORS, HAS LED THE BULLDOGS IN TACK- 

LES EACH OF THE PAST TWO SEASONS. 


PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


three or four seasons to where we had 
gotten in some elite company,” Haggan 
said. “But we have to remember where 
we came from. We have to play harder to 
become a good team instead of looking 
for the media coverage. 

“Where will we be picked to finish 
this year? I don’t know. My concern is 
that we pull together as a team and put 
together the talent we have on the field.” 

The lowered expectations might tum 
out to be a positive. 

“It's strange,” Morgan said. “The 
more people expect out of us, the worse 
that we do. I don’t know what it is, but 
| think we're better as an underdog. 

“A lot of players on this team were 
underdogs in life. | just think that role 
works for us.” 


— Todd Kelly 


For more coverage of the Bulldogs, 
visit htto://mississippistate. rivals.com 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


outh Carolina's defensive players 
S huddled the night before the spring 
game to talk a little football. But this 
wasn't a meeting about blitz packages, 
zones or man-to-man coverages. 
This meeting was about pride. 
Ever since USC coach Lou Holtz arrived 


Holtz Needs More Offense This 


other starters. Questions loomed throughout 
the offseason whether this South Carolina 
defense could maintain the standards, 
Hence, the players-only meeting the 
day before the spring game. 
“This is not going to be the class that 
lets down defensively,” said senior nose 


the offense. 

That side of the ball has been pur- 
posely handcuffed by Holtz in order to 
keep the turnovers down and play field- 
position football. 

In senior Corey Jenkins, though, the 
Gamecocks might have the quarterback 


Time Around 


after the 1998 season and brought defensive 
coordinator Charlie Strong with him, the 
Gamecocks have been all about defense. 

Holtz has constructed this team the 
old-fashioned way, making the defense the 
backbone of the team and playing error- 
free, If conservative, offense. The strategy 
has worked, with the Gamecocks posting 
17 wins in their past 24 games, the best 
two-season performance in school history. 

After going through the mid-1990s with 
‘one of the worst clefenses in the Southeast- 
em Conference, South Carolina has fielded 
one of the best the past three seasons. 

The Gamecocks ranked 26th nationally 
in yards allowed last season, 16th and 20th 
the two seasons before that. But the 2002 
defense loses All-Americans Kalimba 
Edwards and Sheldon Brown, along with five 


| 2001: 9-3 overall; 5-3 SEC (3rd East) 

COAGH: Lou Holtz - At USC; 17-18, 3 years; 
Overall: 233-1 13-7, 30 seasons 

| RETURNING STARTERS: |1; 5 offense, 

4 defense, punter, kicker 

| PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Andrew 

| Pinnock, OB Corey Jenkins, WR James. 

Adkisson, WR/TB Ryan Brewer, 

DE George Gause, LB Jermaine Lemon, 

| SS Rashad Faison, FS Deandre’ Elland 

| PRIMARY STRENGTH: The offensive 

| _ line returns three starters; two veterans 

will take the place of the departed 

starters, Tackle Travelle Wharton and 

guard Cedric Williams are entering their 

third season of starting next to one 


guard Langston Moore, one of the top 
returning players and one of the defense’s 
most vocal players. 

“We've talked a lot about keeping the 
reputation that we've worked so hard to 
earn. We've established a tradition of 
great defense here and we're not going to 
give that away.” 

IFUSC’s defense can back up Moore's 
words, the Gamecocks have a chance to be 
as good as they've been under Holtz. They 
went 9-3 last season, winning a second con- 
secutive Outback Bowl (over Ohio State) 
and posting the second-best record in 
school history. And they're again counting, 
‘on the defense to be the stabilizing force. 

But if the Gamecocks intend to be 
a factor in the SEC East, if they want to 
break Tennessee and Florida’s grip, if 
they want to keep pace with Georgia ... 
they will need more production from 


GAMECOCKS 


another on the left side. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: New quarter- 
back Corey Jenkins could be a big hit 
because of his ability to run and throw, 
but he's not proven as a starter, The 
defense has several holes to fill, especially 
in the secondary where new corners Brian 
Elam and Dunta Robinson will be tested, 
OVERVIEW: The defense expects to be 
good again, even though it lost many of 
its stars. The big question is at quarter- 
back, where Jenkins takes over for three- 
year starter Phil Petty. If Jenkins can be the 
mistake-free OB that Holtz demands, 
while still making big plays, USC could 
threaten its 9-3 record from last season. 


who can turn USC's offense from unspec- 
tacular and stodgy to sensational and 
show-stopping. 

Jenkins, at age 25, came to the Game- 
cocks from Garden City Community Col- 
lege in Kansas in 2001. He played 
sparingly last season behind departed 
starter Phil Petty, occasionally showing the 
flashes of speed and moves that made 
him so hard to stop in junior college. 

Jenkins emerged from spring practice 
as the starter after an intense duel with 
redshirt sophomore Dondrial Pinkins. Both 
give the Gamecocks the dual threat of 
being a runner and a strong-armed passer, 
but Holtz is more enamored with the 
leadership of the worldly Jenkins, who is 
five years older than Pinkins. 

“He's a senior, an upperclassman,” 
Holtz said of Jenkins. 

“Your expectations for an upperclassman_ 
are a little higher than they would be for 
a younger player. Not because of age, but 
because they've been in the program. I never 
even think about how old he is. He's young, 
at heart, I'll tell you that. And he can play.” 

Whether it's his age, his experiences 
as a professional baseball player or his 
personality, Jenkins has captured the 
imagination of coaches and teammates. 

Before deciding to pursue college 
football, Jenkins played four-plus seasons 
at the minor-league level. He was chosen 
in the first round of the 1995 baseball draft 
by the Boston Red Sox, but never made it 
higher than Class AA as a right fielder. 


VERSATILE THREAT RYAN BREWER NEEDED 
SURGERY IN MAY TO REPAIR TENDONS IN HIS 
LEFT ANKLE, BUT WAS EXPECTED TO BE READY 
FOR THE SEASON. 
PHOTO BY ROBERT LETER 


180 Linpy’s FooTBALL ANNUALS 


2002 


Nae / Postion 


Por en Tean ed No Aye cee Sot AH mci Ne 5 poe 
Props Dream Tea, red No, wide recener natondly # -Amercn, rotted No.5 ployer | 

Souh Corina @ Rolcd No. 17 vide eceernotnoly by rep Fool Repo A o ere, had 56 rca | 
Sock 680 yrs od anc tchowns# Hod 53 expors fr 1020 yards and 23 chown oxo 


Frederick 8 62,160 


Ranked No, 4 ‘in South Corolir spore thd 52 be Mere cand 22 touch- 
fel eh Coney Sete el Toads a, 
65,230 


BOYD, L 
Forbert an # Spray he Ne 17 pe Ee Carla # Twos A Conlrees # As 0 
lr fd 10D sen ee noes 


acct reat 61, Be Garfield | Gorfield Heights | 
tar All American, ranked No, syne oS paren in Midwest | 
Ronenby Spatioy 6 od i899 yrds nao ond 22 scores, overoging 77 yards per carry saserior. | 

FREEMAN, Aryhel 35 62,180 ten 5 Tri-Cities mf 
“Aeticon, ed No. inGeazoe Aer 

Siete Ab tatcs ND aereltinkeed ele hes eee 

Jon L Gxo, GA Masry County | 
Pe ak mene amcenn | 
64,210 Peochiree City, GA | 


2 A ons aSeteiyedioh — | 


2, 185 eRe Brevard | 
Pepa od en bo tii chown os sar Hod 17 intrep-| 
forsin fina | 
pecaachy iked No. 9 wide the Ailontic Re Rated | ‘South: 
Prep Stor A Aericon, on recive in jon ¢ Reed No. 14 ployer in Soh Cor 
Pas ts be ok ase te ese eo ee ae | 


HARRIS, Jermaine 8 
Notional Junior College Athletic Association AllAmericon. 


64,202 


HURLEY, icordo 63,235 Greenwood 

Porode -Amercon # Dram Teg, red No | Eis noc @ Rak No. ese 
nfondlly by Rivls100.com # Soperrep Al-Arericon, rated No.1 player in Souh Carano ¢ Hod 82 tock 
les, incaing 22 toes gaa as ou fee censed 050 srior @ Aso jusior, hod 
D7 rockles for loss. 

JACKSON, Randy L 64,270 Georgia Mi 
Notional Jonior tency 


loncoster 
Athlete Assciain AllAmericon @ Rorked No. 2 el ye my 
Bigeldd cm @ Smt eR. 21 2 juco ployer naionaly @ As serio, hod ais | 


$11, 180 
| No. 14 bock OS sass omct conan Th @ Hod 
fe aes) set 


LEVEY, Jobori L 67,295 
Sipertep AlAmerioan,rorked No 2 tie TS ety end No.7 pp So Cae © | 
PrepStar lk Region 


Nawe / Posmon aot Scoot / CouEsE 
MICK, Kes L 

WO Ll meen Abr Doyen Dy Ke Ao Sec AS 
MURAMNAD Tosy 8 S1N-172, Winingon, NC le Conmniy Clipe 


Orgy omni Sou Cora in 2000 @ Noor cr Calg Ac 

At Aver elo pep sens fod 2,60 yard erg od speverreret 

‘V10-meter high hurdles, 
Bis 


PEOPLES, Corey 8 ile 
Feb 0b corre No, 2a cle ay rare 


Georgia Miltary Coleg 


| ae ee crt aaa ae ee ete 
| BesecAb orn po, 


| SCHWENZER frondon 8 63,235 Henderson, NC Wes Hendersr 
FrepSior Ab-American, refed No, 5 chitin he Alontc Region @ Ranked No, 15 
i iil 

* 


inNorh Cortina by 
les, incuding 14 ockles 


sane, 

PrepStor AIL San # Soathop ke Ne. 16 Seah Cai ee esas 

Fase ils sorry alia le pee = 

ear Oe 64, Brunswick, GA te nee 

Ti Clg le es Abin Fed No 14 junior college ployer naonah 
eae An oe cody. 

or Mice Asawa tale sg oo ss Hod 

Jonny 2002 @ Ab Regen @ As o serio bod 1,232 sao . 

a OS uiciomsesc pis # Monk oe baal 

63, 251 Stratford 

deco re S ployer in Sou Cocina # Rated No 15) 


1s God dcom cebe NG 19 igen ena © Pope A 
I ¢ Hod 45 recepfions fr 800 yrds ond 13 euchdowns os 0 seior © 
sacks of defensive end oe 


ees STG een Re 


rin Soch Cacia 
ie interceptions 


61,215 
single se0:0n rushing 


73 Edisto 
Parsir art, ced Not ain he Abst Ragin 6 Rrked No 11 
‘Soperrep # Payed quarerbock and defensive back # As seni, had 40 tocles 


WILIAMSON, Troy B 62,185 Siher Bit 
Dep Al Aeron, ed No.5 wide rin be lo A Ane red No. 

recever ratoraly in ina # Report rated No. 16 wi 
receiver nationally @ Rorked| Tali. 35 wie senna by uae a 


WOOKATHHEGAMEGOGKS 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 
(9-3, 5-3) PASSING Aug. 31 New Mexico State 
= : = Comp Yaros Pct -- 
eM DORE aS 13 Teh NPE TEES Sept.7 at Virginia 
W 194 45.8 7 F ——s 
14 Georgio z RNG Sept. 14 Georgia 
16 Mississippi State 14 = = 
7 Yaros Ave Sept. 21 Temple 
37 Alabama 36 622 5A | = derbil = 
ATE Watson 139 6g BOS at Vanderbilt 
42 Kentucky 6 sebie UaK Ta Tar 9 —— 
any Oa 10 | 21526 ; Mississippi State 5 
46 Vanderbilt 4 eee at Kentucky 
10 Tennessee 17 730 (155 5 at LSU 
ap Fe 7 352~—«OS 2 _ 
38 Wofford TA) lees Ae OE ae | Tennessee 
7 Florida 5A | Thomas 18 m4 130 58 0 — 
5 raEes Derensive LEADERS Nov.9 Arkansas 
Ss sla S| | pea Homey 86; Offord 84 Ni at Flori 
‘ us lov. 16 at Florida 
OurtBack BowL Interceptions: Brown 3; Goodman 3; Eiland 2. = at ys —- 
31 Ohio State 28 8 Socks: Stomper 3. : Nov. 23 at Clemson 
Tackles for Loss: Faison 9.5; Lemon 5; Marin 5; Stomper 4 


182 Linoy’s Foorsau ANNUALS 


2002 


What's worse is that Jenkins and his 
family had to endure the heartbreak — 
emotionally and financially — of losing 
his $575,000 signing bonus because of 
a scam run by his former agents at Sum- 
mitt, Inc., in a well-publicized court case. 

Jenkins has seen his family move out 
of their comfortable house and into 
a cramped two-bedroom apartment, all 
the while keeping smiles on their faces. 

Think the pressure of being USC's 
starting quarterback is going to get to 
Jenkins? Don’t count on it. After all he’s 
been through, going to college ad playing 
football qualifies more as fun, not work, 
even if he does have Holtz screaming in 
his earhole at practice. 

“That's just him,” Jenkins said of Holtz. 

“Now when he says stuff, | just laugh 
to myself. I'm going to listen, but I'm 
going to keep enjoying myself and enjoy- 
ing the game. If you can handle Coach 
Holtz’s criticism, you can handle anything.” 

Jenkins spent spring practice over- 
coming the label of being a running back 
who just happens to take the “handoff” 
from center. He was dynamic at times last 
season, running 41 yards for USC's lone 
touchdown in a 10-7 loss at Arkansas and 
guiding the Gamecocks to the winning 
points in a 16-14 win at Mississippi State. 

What he had to improve was his pass- 
ing. There is evidence he has done just 
that. In the spring game, Jenkins com- 
pleted six of his first seven passes and fin- 
ished with 245 yards and four touchdowns. 

Jenkins’ ability to hook up with a sus- 
pect receiving corps appears to be the 
only question mark on an otherwise expe- 
tienced offense. The Gamecocks have 
their fingers crossed that James Adkisson, 
Andrea Gause and Matthew Thomas can 
become reliable receivers. If not, watch for 
incoming freshman Troy Williamson to 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST 


Most Valuable Player 


RB Andrew Pinnock 


Emerging Star 


DE George Gause 
Top Newcomer 
WR Troy Williamson 


break into the lineup. 

Andrew Pinnock will take over the load 
in the backfield after playing behind Derek 
Watson the past three seasons. Watson was 


dismissed from the team in January after an 
arrest for possession of marijuana, his third 
tun-in with the law in a year. 

But after watching Pinnock lead the 
team in rushing last season with 622 
yards and 12 touchdowns, the passing of 
that torch might have happened whether 
Watson was with the team or not. 

Pinnock is a 250-pound rock who aver- 
ages better than five yards a carry and 
never lost more than one yard on any 
attempt last season. He lost four yards in all. 

The Gamecocks also can give the ball 
to Ryan Brewer, a versatile threat who has 
played tailback and receiver. The former 
Outback Bowl MVP was second on the 
team in receptions last season and will be 
among Jenkins’ favorite targets. 

Brewer and Pinnock will have the ben- 
efit of running behind the best offensive 
line in Holtz’s tenure with the Gamecocks. 
This veteran group goes about 300 
pounds at every position and each starter 
has significant experience. 

Tackle Travelle Wharton and guard 
Cedric Williams are teaming up as starters 
on the left side for the third consecutive 
season. Right guard Shane Hall has played 
every position except center, and right 
tackle Watts Sanderson is in his fifth sea- 
son with the program. 

The competition at center carries over 
into the fall with veterans C.J. Frye and John 
Strickland battling newcomer Na’Shan 
Goddard, who has been described by Holtz 
as the team’s most talented lineman. God- 
dard is a redshirt freshman who previously 
played tackle, but is trying to make the 
transition to center. 

“The offensive line is where it all starts,” 
offensive coordinator Skip Holtz said. 

“Ifyou don't have an offensive line, it 
doesn’t matter what you do. It doesn’t mat- 
ter how good your quarterback is if he’s on 
his back. Now we've got a line that has the 
chance to be the strength of this team.” 

USC's ball-control offense usually has 
enabled the defense to play with plenty of 
rest and good field position, but this 
offense has more big-play capabilities. 
Jenkins is a threat while running the 
option and he'll also take his chances 
throwing the deep ball. 

A higher-powered offense means the 
defense could be rushed onto the field 
quicker than in past years. But that doesn’t 
impact Strong, who retums as defensive 
coordinator for the fourth season. 

The Gamecocks were prepared to 
move on without Strong, who inter- 
viewed for the head jobs at California, 
Kansas and Vanderbilt. Holtz was so confi- 


SPUR SAFETY RASHAD FAISON, THE TEAM’S 
LEADING TACKLER LAST SEASON, ENTERS HIS 
SENIOR CAMPAIGN AS AN ALL-SEC CANDIDATE. 


PHOTO BY ROBERT LETER 


dent Strong would land a job that he went 
ahead and said linebackers coach Chris 
Cosh would be the team’s new defensive 
coordinator. 

But Strong, despite being a finalist for 
all three jobs, was passed over and the 
Gamecocks are the beneficiaries for at least 
‘one more season. His 3-3-5 scheme has 
effectively hidden USC's weakness on the 
defensive line and turned the team's speed 
and depth in the secondary into a strength. 

“We've built something over the years; 
we've been pretty good on defense,” 
Strong said. “When the young guys step 
in, they know the standard is not going to 
be lowered. We just have to get better.” 

One player who won't stand for lower 
standards is spur safety Rashad Faison, the 
team’s leading tackler last season who 
enters his senior campaign as an All-SEC 
candidate. Despite his size, Faison (5-10, 
190) plays the run with the ferocity of 
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RE HOMER Fonesevas joach Lou Holtz lost just one 
88 Joes Adkisen WR S65 215 Sela, MO 50. _Sten Kenedy Bk 60 20 _Daty,Ga assistant off his staff when run- 
7 Wid gen WR & 60 180 fe.GA 19 iki Cee ning backs coach Buddy Pough 
4 Jenshon Alico OLS) 6S 16 Gon Cek 51 Onnlonbet Bo 62 20 eho left to become head coach at South Car- 
2 tomes Lk 4 280) _‘Feytla, GA © loneloey Bo 62 5 Hopkin lina State. The Gamecocks adjusted by 
Ee ae SNC Sei Ns ete Eee ee moving Todd Fitch from receivers to run- 
21 Ryon Brewer WHR S510 215 Troy,0H 79) Joh ialoy % fr 65 325 Shel, NC ning backs, and hiring Joker Philips to 
@ khbom Kf 62197 Cebu MD ee ee) sanchirceeers: 
3 Wionboee TE So 63. 245 Abbenlo $4 so Mire a & 62 27 Ww Phillips coached at Notre Dame last 
sti Se Te ee. Ue ae a a season and Minnesota prior to that. Phillips, 
wie ere em aie | he tran ibeba bral 
19 Mat Crockett DB de = 510 200 Deerfield Bch, FL. 5 DondhiolPinkins CB So 62 240 Conia, GA Joker since birth because that was his father's 
4 ated =O Noo ea ea Ee T= (ee 
31 Tenth Davis 0B fr 60 185 ‘RockHil Demis Guan DE & G4 265 Washngon,GA to Oct, 12 — the date the Gamecocks travel 
= to Lexington to meet the Wildcats, for whom 
ye Deon vIK S510 195. Boel 4 Ridyls WR 63 210 loot ai 
Philips played from 1981-84, 
83 Chavez Donnings WR SSI} 185. Tollahasvoe, FL 32 Duns Robinson $ Je 60180 Athens, GA, "1 
11 beth BS 58 19 Foe 0 Twehinn «60 80m GA Itwill be a homecoming for the Ken- 
67-_on Edvard Do 62 30) Sally MS 7 Wit Sonderon S68 300 Tompo, FL tucky graduate and native of Franklin, Ky., 
ad Ta TO NS a Pepe who was an assistant coach for the Wildcats 
oC ee foto Le aise be ee th the 
V1 faked Foien S59 190 Who, 66 Noten Sot DL So SIT 280. Kgitee cit canadian Footbal ooaes 
8 Gainferd f & —§10 235 NehMleBench 9 Shan Sith DL & 63 310 Whi. KS As Phillips said, “there's a lot of my 
PSE ROHN BS Cape TUikeidinalT PCR se TASH TP DBA flesh out there” at Commonwealth Stadium. 
58 Chige a & 63 38 Imo 74. bn Sidond LS 65 RS Beinidg, GA * USC no longer tries to pin its oppo- 
32 enihGorice TS. ten 7 ticSomn sk S Ahn nent deep with the coffin-comer kick or 
Ninoy me Sil 216 laren 2 tenet Sopot Gr 6315 Sere the sky-high pooch punt. The Gamecocks 
19 AalnGone WR So S91 Cory 15 Wohevtones WR 61100 PommnGA prefer the bump-and-run. When punting 
9 Gootge Gave OS bd 258. Comey Rad Thanos Dok A 2S Dead A ona short field (inside opponents’ terri- 
a ee ee 4 frien «DTS «60S Somer tory), they prefer a low line-drive that hits 
17 WilGoohen —<GB_=& —<63. MS Domotec «97 Ciuc Oh O25 Daa. around the 20-yard line and rolls toward 
| 6 ShanGchm Bk 60. 1S Ser % Docntonn HSI 220 Wong GA the end zone. 
% Gone Gay RB So S11 185 Wold, MD 49 Hot Ter Tek 65 240 Sportnbug “L know everybody is saying, ‘Gosh, 
71 Seth O § 66 20) bho 75, Ge Wale Lf G4 35 Abela AL that guy can't kick at all,’ But it's by design, 
1 leniteHons—=~C*#SC~S«GA—TIO.‘RdnnC.GA—=«7 aid oowe—=S«KSk «615 Nhat | ‘That's what coach wants us to do,” punter 
$2 Raby Hoon OOS Fr 63280 Dambi, VA 0 ois Wein BF 61 25 Cambio Joey Bowers said. Holtz came up with the 
6 Jono olan De SGI 210 Samer 68 TrovleWhaten Ld 300Fovtinin idea as the Gamecocks prepared for the 
87 Bronkniekot TE So 62280. Wet Cohmbio 76 Cede Wao 1 & 63 300 Choieson Outback Bowl, but USC never had the 
| > Cory Jenkins 8 of «62 200 Colmbia 48 enny Wilms ® 64 21 Tampa, chance to use it against Ohio State. 
95. Ron onion DT 63 290 Appa, FL V2 Rodiqus Wilbon SAR S 62 210 Gow “It started with Coach Holtz getting frus- 
50. Nek chon A $d 15 Logorile, GA Rete rd doh chat sje to change. trated with our punters kicking it into the end 
- — — zone,” offensive coordinator Skip Holtz said, 
2002 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART “The idea is to kick it low, land it over every- 
body's heads and let it roll down to the goal 
line and down it. I've never seen it before.” 
* Holtz said he intends to play two spring 
Corey Jenkins, Sr/Dondrial Pinkins, So George Gause, So/Shaun Smith, Sr games next year on the last two Saturdays of 
TB Ryan Brewer, Sr*/Thez Robinson, Fr |NG Langston Moore, S lon Thorne, So 2 ‘ 
- spring practice. 
FB Andrew Pinnock, Sr/Daceus Turman, Fr | DE Dennis Quinn, $r*/Jason Capers, So “The first spring game would have the 
WR James Adkisson, S/Ricky Ricks, Jr O18 Jermaine Lemon, Sr*/Lenny Williams, Sr a‘ 4 
WR Andrea Gause, So*/Chavez Donnings, Sr MIB Jeremiah Garrison, Jr/Orus Lambert, Fr first-teamers playing the second-teamers, 
WR Matthew Thomas, So/Michael Ages, Sr | | O1B Lance Laury, Fr/Rod Thomas, Sr similar to the way USC played its 2002 
TT Travelle Wharton, J*/Jonathan Alston, So CB Brian Elam, Sr/Ted Crawlord, r spring game. The second spring game 
1G Cedric Willams, S:*/Jeff Bornes, J CB Dunlo Robinson, J/Isaae Stackhouse, Sr would incorporate a draft to pair up sides. 
Ci. Frye, Sr/Nashan Goddard, Fr | SPUR Rashad Faison, Sr*/Rodriques Wilson, So “Td like to play two scrimmages, 
RG Shane Hall, Sr*/Josh Malloy, Fr SS Jonathan Martin, Sr/Jamacia Jackson, So charge admission and make it a game, 
RT Watts Sonderson, S+/Chad Walker, So FS__Deandré Eilond, Jr/Jermaine Harris, Je he said. “I wish we had done it this year, 
K Dan Weaver, Jr*/Joey Bowers, So | P  Tyeler Deon, Sr*/Joey Bowers, So but we just weren't able to.” 
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ANDREW PINNOCK WILL TAKE OVER 
THE LOAD IN THE BACKFIELD AFTER PLAYING 
BEHIND DEREK WATSON THE PAST 
THREE SEASONS. 

PHOTO BY VERN VERNA 


a linebacker, yet has the versatility to line 
up against a receiver and play like a cor- 
nerback, which he was as a freshman. 

Faison and linebacker Jermaine Lemon 
are the heart of a defense that counts on 
speed rather than size. Lemon, Jeremiah 
Garrison and emerging talent Lance Laury, 
a former walk-on, make up a solid line- 
backing corps. 

If the Gamecocks expect their quotient 
of big plays to increase, they'll need true 
sophomore George Gause to have a mon- 
ster season. He saw spot duty as a fresh- 
man, but when Edwards couldn't play in 
the Outback Bowl because of a knee 
injury, Gause stepped in at outside line- 
backer and led the team with 10 tackles. 

Gause (6-5, 255) goes back to the line 
at defensive end, where he will be 
counted on to disrupt plays and use his 
size and strength to visit the backfield 
often. 

“For us to be a good team, George 


¥'s easy to explain why Andrew Pin- 
| nock, a 250-pound battering ram 
I with 4.5-second speed in the 40- 
yard dash, hasn’t carried the ball more 
in three previous seasons. 

It’s just hard to understand. 

The Gamecocks’ infatuation with run- 
ning Back Derek Weksan sth ema i 
the same year as Pinnock, kept Pinnock 
from carrying the ball as much as he 
should. But as South Carolina improved 
last season, Pinnock started geiting more 
touches. It wasn’t a coincidence. 

Italso wasn’t a coincidence that 
‘wheniife covchet Hrched Blasers foc ihe 
spring game last year, defensive coordi- 
nator Charlie Strong took Pinnock first. 

“I knew how much our guys hated 
tackling him,” Strong said. 

Pinnock, who has been compared to 
Pittsburgh Steelers bruising running back 
Jerome Bettis, led the team in rushing 
last season and when Watson was dis- 
missed last January, Pinnock knew his 
time had come to carry the load. 

“Yeah, there’s probably going to 
be more weight on my shoulders,” Pin- 
Age caida hers siprobbhigaing 16 
be more people waiting to see what I’m 
going to do now.” 

In three seasons, Pinnock has aver- 


has to be a dominant player,” Holtz said. 
If the linebackers play as well as 
expected and Gause, Moore and third- 
year starter Dennis Quinn hold down the 
defensive front, the secondary could be 
the key to the team’s success. Replacing 
four starters won't be easy, but cornerback 
Dunta Robinson had a strong spring and 
senior Brian Elam finally appears ready to 


As No.1 RB, There are No Knocks on Pinnock 


aged 9.6 carries a game. His season- 
high last year was 14 carries against 
Gansees He has averaged a surprising 
4.3 yards a carry for his career, even 
though many of his touches have come 
in short-yardage situations. 

The Gamecocks’ task during spring 
practice was to make Pinnock he 
team’s every-down back. 

“He may carry the ball 200 times,” 
offensive coordinator Skip Holtz said of 
Pinnock, who had a career-high 115 
carries last season. 

Other than a 24-carry game at 
Vanderbilt two seasons ago, Pinnock 
has never carried the ball 20-plus times 
in a game. Pinnock didn’t reach double 
figures in carries in half of USC’s 12 
games last season. 

As instrumental as Pinnock has 
been — he led the team in scoring with 

12 touchdowns in 2001 — he has 
done so with limited opportunities. 
That won't be the case anymore. 

While Pinnock has stayed amaz- 
ingly patient with his secondary role, 
that toesn't mean he has been content. 

He talks about winning the Doak 
Walker Award and competing for the 
Heisman. At least, now, he'll hove 
the chance. O 


make an impact at the other cornerback. 

Free safety Deandre’ Eiland, a speed- 
ster who has a career ahead of him as 
a hurdler in track, knows his way around 
the field. He'll be expected to be the 
quarterback of the defense, 

“Defense has to be the crux of our team; 
that and the kicking game,” Holtz said. 

Tyeler Dean is back at punter and Dan 
Weaver returns as a dependable kicker, 
giving the Gamecocks reason to think 
their special teams could be an asset. 

A lot of holes must be filled, but if 
Jenkins comes through at quarterback and 
the defense baffles opponents as it has in 
the past, Holtz might have another bowl 
team. 

“It's going to be a great season,” 
Jenkins said. 

— Mike Smith 


For more coverage of the Game- 
cocks, visit www. southcarolina.rivals.com 
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fF only Donte’ Stallworth hadn't tumed 
[>= 
If only he had won his NCAA 
appeal. 
If Tennessee had Stallworth at wide 
receiver, the Vols might have the most 
explosive, balanced offense in the country. 


Who could stop an attack with quar- 
terback Casey Clausen, receivers Stall- 
worth and Kelley Washington, a talented 
array of young running backs and a pow- 
erful offensive line? 

But Stallworth did tum pro. And he 
lost his appeal. 

How good would Tennessee's offense 
be with Stallworth? 

“IF we had Donte’ back, I'd probably 
have spent the last three weeks fishing,” 
said Tennessee offensive coordinator Randy 
Sanders on the day of the spring game. 

“I would have felt a lot like (coach) 
Mike Martz of the (St. Louis) Rams calling 
plays. Call one and go.” 

Instead, Stallworth is in the NFL and 
Tennessee is looking for a receiver to take 
the heat off Washington. 

The spring shed no light on the search. 

Tony Brown was named the most 
improved offensive player during spring, 
but didn’t catch a pass during the final 
scrimmage. Leonard Scott, Montrell 
Jones, C.J. Fayton, Jomo Fagan and 
Michael Collins didn’t make the progress 
coach Phillip Fulmer had anticipated. 

“We may take a look at (cornerback) 
Jabari Greer or (safety) Rashad Baker 
(at receiver),” Fulmer said. “We've got 
to do whatever we've got to do to create 
some excitement on the other side 
(of Washington).”” 

Having Stallworth would make it 
easier to contend for a national title or SEC 
championship. But don’t feel sorry for 


QUARTERBACK CASEY CLAUSEN IS 
‘A TERRIFIC COMPETITOR AND RESPONSIVE 
IN THE CLUTCH. 
PHOTO BY JOHN F. GRIESHOP/SCHWARTZMAN SPORTS, 


TENNESSEE 


VOLUNTEERS | 


Tennessee. The Vols still have plenty of 
weapons — and aspirations. 

Start with Clausen. 

He's 17-3 as a starter. He has passed 
for 4,442 yards and 37 touchdowns in 
two seasons with a 63.5 percent comple- 
tion mark. He throws the long ball better 


Personnel Losses Don’t Stop Title Dreams 


than any quarterback Sanders said he has 
been around. He's a terrific competitor 
and responsive in the clutch, as illustrated 
by the seven fourth-quarter comeback vic- 
tories he has engineered. 

Sanders says the 2002 Clausen will be 
an improved model. 

“He understands things and reacts to 
things better now,” Sanders said. “Once you 
know the offense well enough and know the 
adjustments, you quit thinking about the 
Plays and focus on defense, and concentrate 
on looking the safety off and the linebackers 
off. That helps you get guys open.” 

The nation might not see a better 
combination than Clausen-to-Washington. 
The Tennessee single-season record of 76 
receptions is in jeopardy. 

Washington came to UT after four 
years in the Florida Marlins organization. 
He was 6-1 and 170 pounds coming out 
of high school and had one offer from 
a college to play quarterback — from Divi- 


VOLUNTEERS 


2001: | 1-2 overall; 7-1 SEC (ist East) 

COACH: Phillip Fulmer — At Tennessee and 
Overall: 95-19, 10 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15:7 offense, 
6 defense, kicker and punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Casey 
Clausen, WR Kelley Washington, TE Jason 
Witten, LB Kevin Burnett, LB Eddie Moore, 
DB Julian Battle, DB Jabari Greer 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Clausen-to- 
Washington is a lethal passing weapon. 
TE Witten is outstanding. OL ranks among 


sion I-AA Hofstra. 

Now, he's 6-4, 225 and runs 40 yards 
in 4.4 seconds. He is a surefire first-round 
NFL draft pick and is expected to declare 
after the season. 

His freshman season was unique in 
Tennessee history. The Vols hadn’t had 


a true freshman catch more than seven 
Passes in a season since Stanley Morgan 
in 1973. Washington caught 64 passes for 
1,010 yards. And he let people know it. 

“| look forward to games,” Washing- 
ton said. “When the lights come on, that's 
when I shine. Those actions on the foot- 
ball field are a mirror image of what Kelley 
Washington is.” 

But even Washington admits he can’t 
do it alone. 

Stallworth caught 41 passes for 821 
yards and 10 touchdowns last season 
despite suffering a broken wrist in the season 
opener that caused him to miss three games 
and play two others in a soft cast. UT's spring 
search for a replacement was fruitless. 

“No one guy is ready to play 70 
snaps,” Sanders said. “It may be Leonard 
Scott playing 20 snaps doing what he 
does best and Montrell Jones playing 20 


SECs best. Secondary might be best in 
eight years. LB position is talented, deep. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Vols Jost entire 
front four, so even though DL returns 
some talent, a dip is unavoidable. Need 
a WR to emerge opposite Washington, 

OVERVIEW: If Vols can stop the run they 
should contend for SEC and perhaps 
national title. Offense ranks among SEC's 
best. Defense is solid at LB and DB. 
Miami, Florida, Georgia highlight strong 
schedule. 
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Naw / Postion. Suz HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / Course 


| ALLEN, Joson DB/ATH 62,200 Muscle Shools, AL Muscle Shoos 
yep Al-Americon, rated No. 2 payer in Alabama # Ronked No. 67 player nationally by Rivas100.com 
'@ Gatorade Player ofthe Year in Alabama # As a senior, had 1,740 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns, 


BANKS, James GB 63,195 lndionopelis, IN Ben Dovis 
Parade Al American @ SuperPrap Al-Americon red No, 7 uaretback nationally # PrepStar Dream Teo | 
+ Roted No. 30 player nationally fede atl @ Indiana Mr. Football # Had 1,474 yards possing and | 
20 touchdowns aa enor Hal 900 yards rushing and 14 touchdowns | 


BENEDICT, Heath Ot 6-6, 285 Greer, SC The Peddie School (NJ) 
Porode Al Americon @ PrepStor Dream Teom @ SuperP AlrAmerican, ried No.8 offensive neman nan: 
lly Rivals 00 com red No, 7 flere tole nonly# Fouryeor srr on ofense and defense 


DICKERSON, Mondre DE 65,265 Memphis ile CC (KS) | 
National Jonioc Colge Atle Astciation secondteam All-American ¢ Ronked No, 57 junior colege player | 
Naty by Sips Popo Ho 194 crear els ond 20 quartet socks @ PpSlr Amero 


| DOUGLAS, Cody OL 66,320 Le Morque, TX La Marque 
Rivals100.com rled No, 12 offensive quord nolonally # Ranke No. 53 player in Texs by SuperPep # Hod 

rmore han 20 pancake Blocks ina single game in each of hs uror ond serio seasons # Had over 100 pon- 
Coke blocks during inal two seasons # Graded over 90 percent on blcking assignment. 


GAITHER, Omor 1B 62,215 CChorlote, NC Myers Park 
Ronked No. 7 linebocker in Allantc Region by ‘# Roled No, 10 ouside linebocker nationally by 
Rivls100.com # Atlanta JouralConstiuion Super Souhern 100 @ AS a senior, had 94 toes ond three picks. 


| 

HALL, Joson DE 63,245 Chattanooga McCallie 
Rival 100.com rted No, 52 deferive end nationally @ PepStrAllSoutheos Region # AlSloe @ Tree year 
strter # Averoged 16 pons and 10 rebounds per game fr basketball Ieam oso unio. 


WRLC, SI nel Sean oa 
sportswriters lhird-team All-Stae # Hod over 1,000 yords rushing and 680 yords passing oso senior. 


HARALSON, Parys DE/IB 6-2, 235 Flora, MS ‘Madison Central 
PrepSiar AlAmericon # SuperPep Al American, red No, 10 player in Mississippi # Jackson Clarion Ledger 
Dandy Dozen # Tworfie Alle @ Asa senir, hod 148 tees, 10 quarerbck socks ond one interception. | 


HARRELL, Juin DT 65,300 Mexin Weshiew 
SuperPrep All-American, ranked No, 10 player in Tennessee ¢ Rated No, 29 tight end nationally by | 
Rvas100 com @ Jackson Sun Wes Tennessee Defensive Payer of he Yeor @ Hod 1B recepons in 2001. | 


HARE on OF ls 2S by cs ts Kage, 
Ronked No. 20 defensive tocle nana by Rivls100.com # Rated No.7 player in Tennessee by SuperFrap 
+ Four-year starter on offense ond defence @ As o senior, had 72 tckes and 15 quarterback socks, 


JEFFERIES, Grandon OL 65,275 Shelly, NC Crest 
Parade AlrAmericon # SuperPrap Al-Amercon che No. player in Norh Carclna ¢ Roled No. 2 of: 
sh gree by Rab GOcon @ Alot ea Cason Sir Sst 100 # Had mre en | 


100 poncake blocs in junior and senior seasons # Graded 91 percent on blocking csignments 


JONES, Greg OT 66,265, Jonesboro, AR Jonesboro | 
Segre Alarm ol No, 2 lin ina cory # rp Al Aric, ronked No. 12 | 
dlensive lineman inthe Souheost Region # Rivols100.com raed No. 15 defensive ace nationally Adonis | 
“urna Consttaon Super Souther 100 # As a senior, had 95 tocles ond five quarterback sacks: | 


Cc 


Hic Scoot / Cousce 


Nane / Posmon Suz HoweTown 


KIRKLAND, Aoron TE/DE 4,250 Feoyeteile, NC Jock Brit 
‘AltAmerican @ Ranked No. 3 fight end natonaly by Rivals]00.com @ Alani Journal-Consiviion 
Super Souhern 100 4 Hod 11 receptions for 179 yards and five fouchdowns os a senior. 


UGON, David DE 6-5, 260 Memphis ‘Christion Brothers 
| Sep Alin da. 8d nen only @ Pp A Aner & Ranked No. 19 
| ‘srongside defensive end nationally by Rivals100.com ¢ Atlanta Joumal-Consttution Super Souther 100. 


MAPU, Jonathon DE/DT 6:3, 265 Kohuku, Hl Khuko 


Porade All American @ PrepStor Dream Team, ranked No, 4 defensive lineman in the West Region @ Super: 
Frep AlAmercan, tel No, 30 player in he Fr Wes Regjon # Ranked No.3 delve ed raonly by | 
Fob 100 com # Terie AS # Hawa Delensve Payer cf he Yer 
| MAYES, Ruben FB 62,240 Merghis fi | 
| Ris 100com oe No.8 fulbck natal Rend No 8 ployerin Temas by + Konsile 
‘News Snina rated No. 15 ployer in Tennestoe# Fouryearsereron deters ond free yar sore on 


eee yeti ea te nee 


MITCHELL Morin 1B/TE 6:3, 230 Norfolk, VA Lake Taylor 

Rivos100.com ranked No. 56 linebacker nationally # Roted No. 38 ployer in Virgina by SuperPrep @ Virginia 
Pilot second team AlkTidewoter @ Second teom AlLRegion # A seicr, hod 29 recepions for 500 yards # 
| Hod 131 takes, sc inercepons ond fve quarerbock socks 


| PINKY, Leon TE 63, 260. CA College of the Canyons. | 
‘SuperPrep rated No. 47 junior col Dera tet gst Meena sophomore @ | 
Hod 38 corer receptions in junior college # Two-time prep All Conference. | 


RIGGS, JR., Gerold RB ‘511,217 ‘Chattanooga Red Bank 

Parade Alt American # SuperPep AlLAmercon, ranked No, | player in Tennessee ¢ Roled No. 2 runing 
tock ntonally by Rivals 00 com # Aliana Journal Contin Super Sauber 100 @ Assen, had 1,725 
yrds nshing ond 27 touchdowns @ Had 2,437 yrds rushing ond 39 touchdowns 0 junior. 


| STEWART, Antwon B 0,180 Dumfis, VA Potomac 
FrepSiar AlAmercon, ried No, 6 runing bock inthe Allie Region @ Rivals100.com ranked No. 32 un 
ring bock nationally ¢ Raled No. 26 player in Virginia by SuperPrap @ Had 1,147 yards rushing ond 14 


3 05a enor @ Scared vee on pun ens 
SMITH, Rob OL 6-5, 306 Fort Thomas, KY Highlands 
Porode Al-American @ USA Today All-American @ Syperep All American, ranked No, 17 olenive lineman 


ralionaly @ PrepStor Al-Amercon # Alonlo Jour Constiuion Super Souther 100 # Gatorade Payer of | 
| the Year in Kenuchy # Tworfme Al hte @ Hod more than 400 carer pancake bods. 


‘WADE, Jnothon WR 511,180 Shreveport, 1A Evangel Chrision 

Rivals100.com rated No, 84 player nationally # Ronked No. 23 player in Lovisiona by Superrep @ Three: 
year starter ct comerback # Hod 13 career recepfons for 229 yards ond four scores # Hod 24 fcles and 
three intereeptions cso senior. | 


WILHOIT, James PK/P 60,190 Hendersonville Henidersorwille 

Parade AlrAmericon @ SuperPrep AlrAmeican @ PepStar Dream Team # Ranked No.1 kicker nfionally by 
Rivals]00.com @ Holds soe records for eld goal in a seoson wih 21, and ina creer wih 32 @ AS a senior, 
trode 21 of 35 Fld goals alempie, inducing along of 58 yards # Hed 43.2 yard puting overage 


SON Ca De a 61,190 pods tetas 5 By 
No 17 junior cllge ployer noionaly # Ranked No, 25 rior rah 
Recon woe Wicass Ca Coleone ‘ 


RESULTS 
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INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


(11-2, 7-2) Aug. 31 Wyoming 
33 S$ 9 | NAME Pct TD Int 
Syracuse aan mr 2967 661 2 9| | Sept7 Middle Tennessee | 
13 Arkansas 3 Mathews 7 nN 500 0 o| | SE 
| Sept. lorida 
| 26 Lovisiana State 18 -RUsHING : 
2A Gears % NaMe No Yaros Ave Lc Sept. 28 Rutgers 
Stephens 291 1464 5.06810 | 
35 Alabama 24 | | Houston we 10659201) | Oct. S Arkansas | 
7 W242 ~«213—~=CO — | 
17 South Carolina 10 ry JE Oct.12 at Georgia | 
| 28 Notre Di 18 | 
| ors ae g RECEIVE Oct. 26 Alabama | 
49 Memphis 28 anos Avs Ls 
fashington i 
38 Kentucky 35 eu: Te ibe a Noy. 2 at South Carolina 
38 Vanderbilt 0 Witten 28 293 (10.5 31 2) Nov. 9 Miami 
= Graham 7 315 W7 32 iC) 
34 Florida 32 Nov. 16 — at Mississippi State 
20 Louisiana State 31 Tackles: Moore 83; Stenson 74; Boker 71;8aHle60, | | Noy, 23 at Vanderbilt 
Citrus BowL Interceptions: Baker 4; Botle 2. | 
ape QB Sacks: Overstreet 5; Henderson 4.5; Ritzmann 4; Veal 4, 
45 Michigan 17 TTackles for Loss: Haynesworth 11.5; Overstreet 9 | Nov. 30. Kentucky | 
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snaps of what he does best and C.J. Fay- 
ton and others doing what they do best. 
We'll have to mix-and-match to get 
accomplished what we want."" 

IF UT can't find a second wideout, 
tight end Jason Witten figures to get his 
number called more often. Witten caught 
28 passes last year, a 20-year high for 
Volunteer tight ends. In the Florida Citrus 
Bowl against Michigan, he added six 
catches for 125 yards and outran the 
Wolverines’ secondary. 

Witten is 6-5, 265 and runs a 4.65, He 
lined up at wide receiver several times last 
year and figures to more often this year, 

“He may not be as fast (as a wideout), 
but he sure is big and he’s hard to tackle 
‘once he catches it,” Sanders said, “Defen- 
sive backs in practice try to hold him up 
and he knocks them out of the way. After 
they get knocked out once or twice, they 
quit trying. Everybody backs up. It makes 
his job of getting open easier." 

Despite losing Travis Stephens and 
his school-record 1,464 rushing yards, 
the Vols will be fine at tailback, Sopho- 
mores Jabari Davis and Cedric Houston 
separated themselves from the pack dur- 
ing spring drills. 

Davis (6-0, 238) bowled over several 
tacklers to score on touchdown runs of 20 
and 19 yards in one scrimmage, reminding 
onlookers of former Vol Jamal Lewis. Davis 
even wore Lewis’ former No. 31 before 
switching to 34 — his high-school number 
and the one wom by Stephens last year. 

Houston looked sharp with his combi- 
nation of power, speed and cuts. 

“Davis showed us he's the type of 


THE BEST anp 
THE BRIGHTEST, 


Most Valuable Player 


QB Casey Clausen 
Emerging Star 
OLB Kevin Burnett 
Top Newcomer 
LB Jason Mitchell 


back we thought he could be coming out 
of high school,”’ running backs coach 
Woody McCorvey said. “He has tremen- 
dous size, speed and quickness. He defi- 
nitely has a lot of power when he hits the 
line of scrimmage. 

“Houston is a more complete back. 
He does a good job running inside and 
outside the tackles. He has excellent hands. 


RASHAD BAKER, CONVERTED FROM RECEIVER HIS 
TRUE FRESHMAN SEASON, HAS DEVELOPED 
INTO A SOLID FREE SAFETY, 


PHOTO BY JOHN F, GRESHOP/SCHWARTZMAN SPORTS. 


and does a good job running routes.” 

Depth at tailback comes from Derrick 
Tinsley and Keldrick Williams, though 
Tinsley could be moved to receiver. 

Troy Fleming, the state of Tennessee's 
all-time leading rusher, starts at fullback, 
but will get plenty of action in UT's one- 
back sets. He's a good runner and receiver. 

Tennessee's offensive line rates with 
the SEC's best. Three starters return — 
center Scott Wells, right tackle Will Ofen- 
heusle, guard Anthony Herrera — and 
several others have starting experience. 

Left tackle Michael Munoz was 
a freshman All-American in 2000 who 
missed last season because of knee 
surgery. He was almost 100 percent dur- 
ing spring. Guard Jason Respert started 
the first three games last season before 
being shelved with a broken ankle. Chavis 
Smith got four starts at guard when Her- 
tera hurt his shoulder and Sean Young 
made two starts at tackle, 

Tennessee's defense ranked third in the 
nation against the run (85.3 yards per game) 
and second in the SEC in total defense. 

For the Vols to win the East and play 


for the SEC title, they must successfully 
replace all four starters along the defen- 
sive front — the first time that has hap- 
pened at UT since after the 1993 season. 
John Henderson and Albert Haynesworth, 
and end Will Overstreet will be missed. 

“Obviously, we won't be as talented, 
but we've got ways to make up for it," 
said defensive coordinator John Chavis. 
“We've got to make up for it with effort, 
hustle and enthusiasm. We've got to 
make it up some with our scheme.” 

Last season, Tennessee used the 
“Bronco” scheme, a 3-4 alignment 
designed to take advantage of linebacker 
depth and confuse offenses with stunts 
and blitzes. 

“We're still a work in progress,” 
defensive line coach Dan Brooks said. 

While a wealth of talent has departed, 
the Vols have six seniors along the front, 
including Edward Kendrick, who started 
12 games in 2000 before sitting out last 
season for academic reasons. Rashad 
“Boo" Moore started four games last 
season. He reported to spring drills at 
330, but trimmed to 313. 

“He has to get himself in great condi- 
tion,’’ Brooks said. “He has the physical 
capabilities to be a really good player." 

Demetrin Veal, a junior college player 
who contributed last season at defensive 
end, was moved to tackle and adapted 
well. Aubrayo Franklin, another junior col- 
lege transfer last season, is the fourth 

tackle in what could be a solid rotation. 

Constantin Ritzmann, who missed 
spring because of shoulder surgery, hopes 
to play near the same level as Overstreet. 
He's as quick off the ball as Overstreet, 
and has improved his run-stopping skills. 

Omari Hand made two starts at end 
last year and junior college signee Mon- 
dre Dickerson had a good spring. Karlton 
Neal was named most improved defen- 
sive player during the spring, and bulked 
up from 237 pounds to 265. 

“| think we'll be better than some 
anticipate,’’ Brooks said. 

UT's sack total went from a school- 
record 50 in 2000 to 34 last year. OF 
those 50 sacks, 23 came from linebackers. 
To get pressure on the quarterback, 
Chavis figures he'll have to send the 
house again with a variety of blitzes. 

Tennessee's linebackers should be 
outstanding. Eddie Moore, who missed 
spring drills after shoulder surgery, led the 
team in tackles last season. Kevin Burnett 
is an exceptional talent with superb speed 
and quickness. 

“Burnett has a great deal of athleti- 
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VOLUNTEERS SPRING ROSTER SPRING UPDATE 


No, Nave 


nnessee’s offense went AWOL 


Ca SL a during the spring game, failing 
yb) fel ee PES PCBS aaa pea ibe ea UMS to score a touchdown or make 
“V4_r Bote “Dh § 63 5 fldnteohh 77 Nibedthene OT 66300 Maen many big plays. 
2 Sowortiaoe 0B Fr 510.185 Bahn FL a “I couldn't wait for it to be over with,” 
i a ee es 10 lilpNewan Ks) 10a, GA said Vols coach Phillip Fulmer. “It was 
2 Robert Badwore De SIO 185 Choate, NC 68 SeotNenome DS 62 220, awful.” 
81 ToryBrom WR & 62 18) lovidelckefi 73. Wl Chbasle Co The game's only touchdown came on 
A en ee 2 00m «BS G0 220 Newlankn NC a fumble retum by the defense. 
25 Toy Cong B63 225 Ahas,GA i eee ee Fulmer said the defensive line made 
7 Coy Coven 8k 64 215 Neds CA 8 lenPily TE + 63 25 Netvie,ca | — progress, but wasn’t consistent. He said no 
82 Miho Coie WR fr 66 215 Nebahon, GA 7 Chdigh Ck 630 Mere receiver stepped up to replace Donte’ Stall- 
4 asin Clad PS 62 196 Krowle 8 SehReogor We & 62 197 Koawile worth and that a couple of defensive backs 
Mido Dos Wf 60 232 SoreMewtinGa —_7-—hain Raed WR 66 235. oor, might be moved to offense in August. 
WO Mende Didenon Er 5 265. Mampi “@ buontepet ——OG-—S>-63200 Warren, GA « A new member of the coaching staff 
7B Gullo Dunont OG Sod 285 Sk Hubert, bo 45, Wilom Rev Rr G1 245 Abany,GA is Jimmy Ray Stephens, hired from Florida. 
0 Sidniingn «EO 63S hewpecVA % Comorinfiarom (DES GA DD, Gemory Stephens replaces Doug Marrone, who left 
eno Fogpn WR 62175 Feild, Coney Rogen RB % 63 20 Meni after one year to join the New York Jets. 
17 Ch Foyton WR fr 62 190. VigloBech, VA 57 OviceSciniPrem DE fr 63220 Imola, Caught in the coaching change between 
Toye mk 62 26 fran 26 end Wa & S11 19) ZadoylA Steve Spurrier and Ron Zook, Stephens 
9% AbqoFella DT = 6225 ‘KhwonCy 2 today fF 510 230 Newb thought he had a job at North Carolina, 
74. Rie God OT fr 65 295 Dann, SC 5 Kevin Sinon Be SIN 225 Wa Crek, CA where his son is a quarterback. When the 
3 tober Greer DB ok 510175 dockson 24 Chor Smoll DBS = 60 185 Newton, KS. school cited nepotism, Stephens ‘wes, nearly 
2. MatGurdk WR 510 170 Budhamon, Wy 55 Tero Sols OT G3 05 Pil, SC left in the cold before landing what he called 
ayer TgLDa nase VRSIRSES taatigk Saati oA an excellent fit with Tennessee, He will 
9) Omari ond DES 65 260 Tolchae, FL 5) Ande Toor DT § 63 285. Scobroh, Oniaio coach tackles and tight ends. 
43° Ed Horrison FB S60 280 Jocksonvile, FL 20 Derrick Tinsley. FB So 60195 Mariah, GA A ri Fulmer said he liked what he saw of 
kicker Phillip Newman, a transfer from 
43 Chris Heoh DB 60190 Hotiobrg, MS ‘95, Daman Vol DT & 63280 Foramcun, CA ‘ z 
Georgia Tech, who boomed three kickoffs 
75 Aion Heerera OG St bd 800 Noples, FL 19 Alex Wolls PKS B19 Bristol, VA. 7; i: a 
21 Codie Hoon S60 210 Cloendn AR 1S Kaley Weshingon «WR SoA 225 Sli, VA into the end zone in the spring game. 
10. Work ones DB ok 59185 Wolingrd, PA 64 Scot Wels © ok 62 30 Springhill * Sophomore defensive end Karlton 
Nor ws WR fo 62 190 Leila ee ee Neal and sophomore recelver Ton) Brown 
9 Edvard Knick oO bd 265 oa 78 Kebich Wi TB S10 205 Nargamay, AL ee pare ine most improved defensive 
balan d and offensive players in the spring. 
Corey Larkins DBS «© SB 205 Opel, AL 8 ibe Wikon 0B kT 190 Son dow, CA ry Every coach on Tennessee's staff has 
12 CJ, book Qk = 6d 225 Chorlete, NC 89 WilWikon TE & 66 20 Cohmba a national championship ring. Seven staff 
9 Sean Meh th & 60 18) Wega, NC 1 en Wien TE ok 65. 265 hakehion members were a part of UT's 1998 team. 
SNS ee ee ites es ERTIES col Stephens won one at Florida (1996). Sec- 
2 Wl es we & 60 1B) A Wer & Sentorg 67 %) GhxG4 | ondary coach Larry Slade won one at 
35. Soon bel fe 220 Ai, Nese cd dh der bed ong Washington (1991). Running backs coach 
— _ Woody McCorvey won one at Alabama 
9002 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART (1992). Offensive line coach Mike Barry 
has one from UT and Colorado (1990). 
* The Vols had several key injuries 
forrense during the spring, but none is expected to 
iS ooteney RIT 2 Be te Hien ae neeL Ie sideline a player heading into fall. Most 
Sa Hea ikon toe are ee notable, MLB Robert Peace suffered a 
roy Fleming, J*/William Revil, Fr ‘endrick, Sr/Aubrayo Franklin, Sr ee ; 
WR Kelley Washington, So*/Tony Brown, So DE Omari Hand, Sr/Karlton Neal, So scapular fracture in his shoulder and missed 
WR Montrell Jones, So/Leonard Scot, Sr SLB Eddie Moore, Sr*/Tony Campbell,Jr the last week of spring; and TB Jabari 
"TE Jason Witten, Jr/Sudon Ellinglon, Fr | | MB Keyon Whiteside, Sr*/Robert Peace, Jr Davis suffered a torn lateral meniscus in his 
UT Michael Munoz, So*/Sean Young, Jr WIB Kevin Burnet Jr/Joson Mitchel, Fr right knee and had arthroscopic surgery. 
iB Joson Respert, ore foie So ea wn si sae aati * Three projected starters did not par- 
wck Prugh, Jr ri Greer, Jr*/Corey Larkins, atin Shes 
RG Gas Sth, Jhon Her Sr GE alla, 3 ose New ticipate in the spring because of injures: 
RT Will Ofenheusle,Sr*/Richie Gandy, Fr FS Rashod Boker, 1*/Mork Jones, Jr DE Constantin Ritzmann (shoulder), OG 
K Alex Walls, Se*/Phillip Newman, Jr P Dustin Colquit, So*/Seth Reagan, Sr _ Anthony Herrera (shoulder) and LB Eddie 
(Note: Munoz started in 2000, missed 2001 with knee injury) | (Note: Miles started in 2000, missed 2001 with injury) Moore (shoulder). 
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Trash-talking Washington is an Entertainer 


elley Washington dropped two 
Ki passes during a spring scrim- 
mage. 

If you think that damaged Wash- 
ington’s confidence, you haven’t met 
the man whose immense ego is 
matched only by his talents. 

“The sun doesn’t shine on the same 
dog every day,” Washington said. 

In the next scrimmage, Washington 
caught five passes for 121 yards and 
constantly gestured to the sparse crowd 
after each play. 

“People say | talk too much,” said 
Washington, who caught 64 passes 
last season as a true freshman after 
spending four years in the Florida Mar- 
lins minor league system. “There are 
pros and cons. I’m excited. | show my 
energy. I’m kind of a flashy guy.” 

The flashy guy gets mixed reviews 
from teammates. Some like the show- 
boating. Others don’t. Most complaints 
come Pom the defense. 

Washington practiced during the 
spring wearing a green “no contact” 
jersey. Perhaps that led to more boast- 
ing, knowing defenders couldn’t hit 
him, although, on a few occasions, 
defensive backs teed off anyway. 

“If he didn’t have that green jersey 
cism,” Chavis said. “His potential is 
unlimited. He has a chance to be as good 
as any we've had here."” 

Keyon Whiteside, who started at out- 
side linebacker last year, and Robert Peace 
waged a stiff battle at middle linebacker in 
spring ball. 

Chavis said Tennessee's secondary 
could be the best since he took over as 
coordinator in 1995. 

Greer is an All-SEC-caliber cornerback, 
Chavis said. Baker, converted from 
receiver his true freshman season, has 
developed into a solid free safety. Julian 
Battle is a talented strong safety who 
played 270 snaps at comer in the Vols’ 
dime package last season. 

The Vols lost just one starting defensive 
back — Andre Lott, who had a disappoint- 
ing senior season. He is replaced by Willie 
Miles, a 12-game starter in 2000 who 
missed last season because of an injury. 

If Miles falters, UT could move Battle 


on, | promise you, the whole team 
would be after him,” said safety 
Julian Battle. 

Said linebacker Keyon Whiteside: 
“We know we need him fo win. You 
just don’t talk to us (defense) like that.” 

Washington’s antics not only make 
the defense play with more passion, it 
makes the offense play harder. 

“| like to get people excited,” he 
said. “I like telling people I'm going to 
do something, then do it. Some players 
resent it, but | think everybody feeds off 
it. It gets See, going. It gets the 
coaches fired up.”” 

While tempers flare in practice, 
Washington said: “Once | step off the 
field, it’s gone. But geal says, you'll 
not get along with everybody.” 

Washington has the talent and 
work ethic to support his boasts. He 
stays late to each extra passes and 
lift weights. 

A sophomore, Washington is 
expected to turn pro after this season. 
He’s almost certain to be a first-round 
draft choice. 

“I's good to be in a position to 
show my talents all over the world,” 
he said. “I want people to say, ‘He’s 
an entertainer.” 


KELLEY WASHINGTON CAUGHT 64 PASSES 
FOR 1,010 YARDS, AND HE LET 
PEOPLE KNOW IT. 


PHOTO BY TOMASSO DEROSA 


to corner and insert Steve Marsh, Mark 
Jones or juco signee Gibril Wilson at safety. 
Punter Dustin Colquitt returns, but he 
recorded an inconsistent 39.6-yard aver- 
age last season, 
Three-year starter Alex Walls has 


a | 


F WE HAD DONTE’ 
BACK, I’D PROBA- 


BLY HAVE SPENT 
THE LAST THREE WEEKS 
FISHING,” SANDERS SAID, 


made 41 of 50 career field-goal attempts. 
He doesn’t have great range, but he’s 
proven clutch down the stretch, 

Scott is second on UT's all-time kick- 
return yardage list behind Willie Gault, 
and Baker averaged 9.1 yards on punt 


returns last season. 

Despite what Fulmer calls a young 
team — 49 players are sophomores or 
freshmen — the Vols have championship 
capabilities. 

With a typically rigorous schedule, it 
won't be an easy task. Tennessee not only 
plays host to defending national cham- 
pion Miami, but Florida, Alabama and 
Arkansas as well. The Vols travel to Geor- 
gia, South Carolina and Mississippi State. 

A year ago UT was in position to play 
for the national title only to lose the SEC 
Championship game to LSU. That defeat has 
served as offseason motivation for a pro- 
gram that feels, despite some crucial losses, 
it has unfinished business to attend to. 


— Jimmy Hyams 


For more coverage of the Volun- 
teers, visit http://tennessee.rivals.com 
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hrough the years, Vanderbilt's 
Y stese has experienced modest 
success. 
In the early 1990s, the short pass, 
wide-open attack favored by coach 
Watson Brown produced mild success, 
despite the team’s struggles, 


In the mid-90s, Gerry DiNardo’s 
ground-hugging offense put the Com- 
modores in position to win games, but 
the defense couldn't hold up its end. 

And last year, the pro-style scheme 
was easily the strength of the team. 

There have been glimpses, but noth- 
ing has produced long-term success. 

Now Bobby Johnson says he plans to 
borrow from those who came before him 
and structure an offense employing ele- 
ments of past systems. Sort of a smorgas- 
bord scheme that he hopes will finally 
turn around the Commodores’ fortunes. 

“We are going to do whatever we feel 
is necessary to get the ball into the end 
zone,” Johnson said. “We'll throw it, run 
it, use trick plays, whatever. If it works, 
why would I not want to try it?” 

The 51-year old native of Columbia, 
S.C., is the latest in a long line of coaches 
to try his hand at what might be the most 
difficult job in all of college football - win- 
ning at a small private school in the 
nation's best conference. 

He excelled in a somewhat similar 
situation at Furman on the Division I-AA 
level, taking the Paladins all the way to 
last year’s national championship game. 

But the daunting task ahead will be far 
more difficult, and his first order of busi- 
ness is to find a way to move the football 
against teams stocked with bigger, faster, 
and more talented players. 

It's not that Vanderbilt doesn’t have 
its share of trouble on defense as well. 


HUNTER HILLENMEYER EMERGED LAST SEASON 
‘AS ONE OF THE COMMODORES’ MOST EFFICIENT 
TACKLERS AT OUTSIDE LINEBACKER. 

PHOTO BY NEIL BRAKE 


VANDERBILT 


The Commodores finished last in the 
Southeastern Conference last year, allow- 
ing nearly 500 yards per game. 

But Johnson, a defensive specialist 
who spent 10 years as the defensive coor- 
dinator at Furman and one at Clemson, 
is counting on a switch from the 3-4 align- 


ment to the 4-3 to help the key returning 
personnel, resulting in significant 
improvement on that side of the ball. 

His greatest focus has been on the 
offense and the balanced, more conserv- 
ative, two-back set installed during 
spring practice. 

He and offensive coordinator Ted 
Cain, who spent 10 years as the offensive 
coordinator at North Carolina State, elimi- 
nated a receiver position and added a full- 
back. They also took away the H-back 
position to use two tight ends, or to add 
a wide receiver in certain sets. 

And, perhaps, most importantly, they 
tried to decide upon a quarterback to 
replace Greg Zolman, who started the past 
35 games and became the school’s all- 
time leader with 596 completions and 


200h 2-9 overall; 0-8 SEC (6th East) 
‘S088: Bobby Johnson — At Vanderbilt: Ist 
year; Overall: 60-36-0, 8 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 14, 7 offense, 
7 defense 
PLAYERS PO WANGE: WR Dan Stricker, 
WR M.J. Garrett, TE Tom Simone, LG Jim 
May, DE Chuck Losey, NT Brett Beard, 
LB Hunter Hillenmeyer, CB Rushen Jones 
PEED SYREMOT SS: A healthy battle 
at quarterback between talented, but 
unproven Benji Walker and Jay Cutler 
could help the passing attack be as good 
as it was last year with Dan Stricker on 
the receiving end. The defense can't 


be much worse than last year, when it 


7,981 passing yards. 

Johnson knew heading into the spring 
that Zolman’s replacement would either 
be Benji Walker, a junior from Brentwood, 
Tenn., who saw only spot duty over the 
last two seasons, or Jay Cutler, from Santa 
Claus, Ind., who redshirted last season. 


At the conclusion of spring practice, 
Johnson said he still didn't know who his 
quarterback would be, but he’s not sweat- 
ing it. 

Walker and Cutler appear to be of 
comparable stature and ability. Each looked 
good at times, but neither managed to 
separate from the other. Still, Johnson and 
Cain say they are confident that whichever 
one wins the job in the fall will be capable 
of commanding the new offense. 

“They're both tall, strong, athletic, 
they can both run, and have very good 
arms,” Cain said. “And they're both very 
smart; they picked up the offense very 
well. With either one of them, we can do 
what we have in mind.” 


allowed nearly 500 yards a game. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The planis 
to run the ball more, but simply lining 
up and attempting to bow! over other 
SEC teams is a problem for the Com- 
modores. The hope is to open the passing 
game with the run, but it may revert 
back to the other way before season's 
end. 

ENTE: Bobby Johnson's organiza- 
tional skills and added discipline are a 
step in the right direction, but his person- 
nel doesn’t come close to matching oth- 
ers in the SEC. In 20 years as a coach, 
Johnson has had two losing seasons; this 
looks like itll be three for 21. 
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Nan / Poston Sie Honerown 
ANDERSON, Brod FB/IB 60,230 Fomsile, MD Ubora 

{wore AllSicie @ Twotme Al-Region @ Team coplan # As a senior, had schockrecord 183 toctles, 
induding 22 tackles in one game ¢ Hod 17 lcs insole championship gome # Had 473 yards rushing @ 
Hod 156 tales os a junior # Hod 40 GPA cl or years # Notional Honor Soci 


BOOK E62 Be Sm 
SipePep rtd No.2 player in Misispp @ Jodkson ClatorLedger Top 40 in Misi # Twoine Ak 
Eel eli rapa ee peach 
fzor cur Tre er lelemen noob # Dist champion i 6 ner hues, 

BRENT, Steven OL 63,278 Georgetown, TK Georgetown | 
[AFRagion@ Ais @ Two-year srr # ADIs shot pu 

BRIGHAM, Gront WR 60,170 ‘Mouniain Brook, AL Mountain Brook. 


SuperPrep AltAmercon ¢ PrepStarAllSouheas! @ Super AllSiole # As a senior, hod 55 receptions for 838 
yords ond iDance Chad 20 yank tino 11 touchdowns on 26 caries @ Hod 81 coreer 
fecepfion for 1,191 yards # Hod 465 career rushing yards and 33 touchdowns on 55 caries # Runs 4.47 in 
the dO-yard dash. 


bess paron 63,208 Pres gsats fe ‘ ire | 
PrepStar AllrAtlanic Region # SuperPrep AllSouth Carolina @ Conference Player of the Yeor ¢ Fouryeor 
strter ¢ Hod 989 yords using and eight touchdowns on 169 cates as a senior @ Completed 121 of 211 


posses fr 1,550 yords and 17 ouchdowns @ Hod 8,386 coreer ol pupose yards — 3,006 rushing ond 
5/380 possng — ocouning for 76 louchdowns @ Averoged 16.6 pons per game for basketball fea as a 
ivior# Tree yor lterman. 


BROWN, Ray DL 62,270 Jockson, NI Jockson Memorial 

‘All Stole @ Helped eam to consecutive sole championships and 240 record during junior and senior seasons 
¢ longi Gone Mea Val Pee es sei @ Hod 03 ale, 19 rock i red 
uarerbock 


BULLOCK, Ron 88 S215 New Oa tA Probe Mee 
FrepStor AllSouheas Region # All-Conference @ Four year strier @ As a senor, had 1,303 yords rushing on 
212 carries @ Scored 19 lal ouchdowns, 18 rushing # Runs 4.5 in he 40-yard dosh, 


DAVIS, Esk WR/D8 62,180 Noshile fxd Hording 

‘AllShole # Helped tem fo 15-0 seaxon ond stale championship ¢ Three year starr on ofene and defense 
“¢Hod 64 receptions for 1,241 yords and 18 touchdowns os a senior # Relued ix inkercepions for uch: | 
downs @ Scored 33 fll leuchdowns # Fouryeorlsterman ¢ Runs 4.4 in the 40rd dash # Three year 
member ofboskebol eam @ As asec, cveroged 11.6 pins per game ot pint gor. 


DOSSETT, Adam OL 6-4, 272 ‘McComb, MS McComb 

FrepSicr All Region ¢ Jackson Clarion Ledger Top 40 in Missing # A'S # Two-time AllConference # 
Two-year sori of centr # Two-year leerman in rock rowing sho put # Hod 40 GPA @ National Honor 
Sociey. 


ee ee = ADIs, Tompa, FL er Robinson bi 
Fourtime Al-Counly # Fouryeor sorter @ Hod more than 1,000. ing per season all four years ¢ | 
TEU C17 ease eating yore # Acasa al 1259 jcc nating dope ig seed orcs 
aris inry @ Hed 359 yc nahing orl een col? cores nove gare @ hits 435 nbs 
Dryer deh @ Foureat laleron n asebl 


COMMODORES*RECRUITING 


High Scoot / CouEcE 


Nave / Postion Suze HoWeTOWwN 


FREEMAN, Richord DE/LB 6-5, 240 Brentwood Brentwood 

‘All Sloe # Region Mos! Veluobe Defensive Lineman # Teom coplcin # Hod &6 solo tockles, 11 quarterback 

‘eck, nine quorerbock hurries, ree fumbles caved and one fumble recovered os a senior # Hod! four quar 
tebock sack in one game ¢ Three yen eterna, 


HARRISON, Herdley 15 62,205 ‘Marietta, GA, ‘Marietio 

Twotime Al-Dishic @ Team copcin # Stated on offense ond dense @ Aso senior, had 46 oc, inuding 
13 sss nd eight aces for los, one qualerbock sock, one hmble caused and thre Blocked field goals # 
Hod eight receptions for 90 yords and ane louchdown # National Honor Sociely. 


HUNTER, Funtaine S 63,205 Valdosta, GA, Lowndes 

‘AlFRegion ¢ AllConlerence @ Teom coploin # Hod teorlecing 60 iocles aso senor @ Caused sx bles 
4 Aso junior, hod 300 yards rushing ond lwo louchdowns before changing positions @ Runs 43 in the 40- 
yerd dosh # National Honor Soci 


ORSON <tabed 61,190 Ces sind Parkview fi 
ree-yeor sorter # eam fo two consecutive state championships @ As a senior, averaged 42.2 yar 
per punt @ As plocticher, made 15of24 corer fd goal temps, incuding one for 5 yards 


JOHNSON, Patrick K $11,170 ‘Athens, AL 
| Al-Slote-@ Holl numerous soe corer records, including kikng points (243), extra pins (198), ond coec- 

tive exo points (99) ¢ Made seven of 11 Fld goals aempled os serio, inducing one for 51 yards # 
Eighty-seven percent of kcklls wen nto or rough the end zone @ Four-year leternan # Had 40 GPA, 
ranked No. Tin is dass # Nofonel Hone Sci 


JOYCE, Kevin 18 63,205 Longwood, FL loke Highland 

Siputiop Al Die Tone Alen @ Del Poy of Yor @ Trine non con @ 7 
‘orter # Also played runing back ond wide receiver # Hod 255 lcs, induding 65 colo, 18 

socks, eight fumbles caused, eight fumbles recovered, five Blocked kicks ond to inercepons in nal wo sec: 
sons #Four-yeor letermon. 


Athens 


WHER, Bloke OL 65,300 Calinwood Collinwood 
Alk Sie # Twortme Al-Conference ® 1A Stole Mr, Fool Lineman # Played ofense and defense # Did not 
cllow a quarterback sckin three years o!acle # Four-year ltermon, 


MILER, Tim DB 2,180 Detroit Ml Detrot Counry 

[issn Dream Team, rated No. 6 defensive back nationally # All-State # As 0 senior, hod 963 yrds rushi 

| celine oetcwnsevrping 7.1 yrds per ent @ Hod 57 lode on ur poe broken up © Rb 

| Bak sy eel rO yrds ke ection finer yer letemen afk # Laednbskealond ek ¢ 
Runs 43:n the 40-yard dosh. 


PACE, Andkow DB 61, 190 Mountain Brook, AL ‘Mountain Book 

All Shoe # Teom coplin # Hod 56 falls asa senor # Hod nine interceptions, retiring three for touch 
downs # Blocked two fd gools and ene pun, end retuned an inception 78 yards for uchdown in one 
gome # Three-year leterman @ Runs 4. in the 4-yord dosh 


PYEE Nee OL 64,785 Adsl, GA dss 
Ten cn # Frye So Aso i, a9 li abc @ Dw 
Ssnopper @ Three-year sorter Team, averaging 13 points and 12 rebounds per game ¢ Hil | 
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RESULTS 


| (2-9, 0-8) - _ PASSING MM tug.31 at Georgia Tech 
zi Nae ‘Art Come Yaros Per TD Int — 
28 Middle Tennessee 377 Zolman 357 186-2512 521 14 9 Sept. 7 Furman 
—— Olmstead 10 88 600 0 1 | i = 
9 Alabama iD " RUSHING ; Sept.14 at Auburn 
28 Richmond 22 NAVE No Yaros Ave lc 1D Sept. 21 at Ole Miss 
- —<—— Thomas 105 675 64 45 5 
21 Auburn 24 Williams 1317 500 456 Sept. 28 South Carolina 
e. — ——— McKenzie 13 80 oO = 
14 Georgia 30 Stricker 15 80 0 Oct.12 Middle Tennessee 
14 South Carolina 46 RECEIVING Oct.19 at Georgia 
ee é No Yaros Ave Is 
42 Duke 28 ic 65 1079166 Oct. 26 Connecticut 
ean 169 = 
13 Florida 7\ n7 Nov. 2 Alabama 
— Williams 9 212 V2 
30 Kentucky 3 DereNsivE LEADERS Nov.9 Florida 
0 Tennessee 38 Tackles: Bradford 108; Hillenmeyer 65; Lercius 59. Nov. 16 at Kentucky | 
= Interceptions: Jackson 3; Giboney 2. zi — 
27 Ole Miss 38 QB Sacks: Bradford 2; Morrow 2; Hillenmeyer 2. Novae Tennessee: 
| | Tackles for Loss: Bradford 5; Marrow 5; Hillenmeyer 3. iM 
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The best endorsement for the new 
quarterbacks came from the marquee 
player on offense, wide receiver Dan 
Stricker. An all-SEC second team pick last 
year, the senior said he sees benefits to 
new passer. 

“Along the years, Greg and I have not 
hit as many big plays as we could have,” 
said Stricker, who heads into his final sea- 
son with 138 career catches and 2,260 
yards. “What I'm real excited about is that 
both of these guys throw the long ball bet- 
ter than Greg. These guys are extremely 
accurate throwing balls 40 yards and 
more.” 

Stricker isn't the only target that 
Walker or Cutler will have. M.J. Garrett, 
another senior, has shown flashes 
throughout his career of being an out- 
standing receiver, but has struggled to 
develop the kind of consistency Stricker 
has shown, 

In last year's season opener against 
Middle Tennessee, Garrett caught eight 
passes for 219 yards and a touchdown. 
He had TD catches against Georgia, Duke 
and Mississippi, and finished averaging 
nearly 17 yards a catch, but also had 
some subpar games, partly because 
of a shoulder injury. 

Garrett will be pushed by Chris 
Young, another player who has not lived 
up to the expectations placed on him 
coming out of high school. Young was 
considered former coach Woody Widen- 
hofer's greatest recruiting coup, but has 
just 19 catches over the past two seasons 
and has yet to score a touchdown. 

Young lined up at H-back in last year's 
offense and felt he was overlooked. He 
said he favors the new offense, which has 
him at wide receiver. And, like Johnson, 
says the versatility of the scheme is its 
strength. 


THEBES EE AND 
THE BRIG HEE Sa 


Most Valuable Player 


WR Dan Stricker 


Emerging Star 
RB/KR Ronald Hatcher 
Top Newcomer 
DE Jovan Haye 


“The new offense is good because it 
shows a lot of the strengths of a lot of dif- 
ferent guys,” Young said. “We have 
a whole vast array of things that we can 


put in just for a receiver with speed. Then 
we have other things for guys who are 


better at picking up yards after making the 


catch.” 

Several players have jumped into the 
mix hoping to replace last year’s leading 
tusher, Lew Thomas. 

Norval McKenzie and Ronald Hatcher 
pulled away from the pack at the end of 
spring practice and could become an 
interesting tailback tandem, 

“Norval McKenzie had a very good 
spring and Ron Hatcher probably was the 
most consistent guy,” Johnson said. 
“Everybody else showed spots of being 
very good players and making some good 
production, but those two were the stead- 
iest.” 

One of the team’s fastest players, 
Hatcher was the leading kickoff and punt 
retumer last season. McKenzie has quick- 
ness, but is more capable of breaking 
tackles. 

Redshirt freshman Matthew Tant also 
will see action at tailback, but could step 
in at the new fullback position. At 218 
pounds, Tant is pound-for-pound the 
strongest player on the team, but he lost 
ground in the tailback race when he 
missed the last part of spring drills with 
a pulled hamstring. He heads into the fall 
battling at fullback with Mike Adam (who 


started two games at inside linebacker last 


year), converted tight-end Zeke Brandon, 
and walk-on Bara Cola. 

“Matthew will help us back there 
because he's a little more athletic,” John- 
son said. “He’s a hybrid tailback-fullback 
kind of guy. The only problem with 
Matthew is that we need two of them — 
one to play fullback, one to play tailback.” 

There are experienced players on the 
line, but hardly any depth. Senior left 
guard Jim May is a three-year starter, cen- 
ter Jamie Byrum started every game last 
year, right guard Brian Kovolisky started 
four of the last five games, and left tackle 
Justin Geisinger played in nine games. 

Jordan Pettit and Kenan Arkan have 
some playing experience and will battle 
for the other tackle spot, along with red- 
shirt freshmen Ryan King and Nigel Sea- 
man, but there is not a proven backup at 
any position. 

With only nine offensive linemen on 
the spring roster, line coach Robbie Cald- 
well taught each player to play all five 
positions. 

On defense, the chief priority was to 
find the positions best suited for players in 
the new 4-3 alignment. The new spot on 
the line at tackle suited Robert Dinwiddie 


SENIOR M.J. GARRETT HAS SHOWN 
FLASHES THROUGHOUT HIS CAREER 
OF BEING AN OUTSTANDING RECEIVER. 
PHOTO BY NEL BRAKE 


(who backed up at end and noseguard 
last year), and he joined the first team 
with returning end Chuck Losey and Brett 
Beard, who moved from noseguard to the 
other tackle spot. 

Jovan Haye, another of the former 
staff's prized recruits, also benefited from 
the new alignment. The redshirt freshman 
moved from outside linebacker and won 
the starting job at the other end. 

Hunter Hillenmeyer emerged last sea- 
son as one of the unit's most efficient tack- 
lers at outside linebacker. Hillenmeyer is the 
leading candidate to take over in the mid- 
dle in the three-linebacker scheme, but he 
also could see time on the outside, which 
would allow Pat Brunner, an SEC All-Fresh- 
man player last season, to play in the mid- 
dle. 

Brandon Walthour, who might be 
Vanderbilt's best defensive player, hopes 
to put his troubled past behind him and 
start at one outside linebacker position. 
The sophomore from Orlando, Fla., was 
dismissed twice by Widenhofer for disci- 
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ANDERBILT: 
COMMODORES SPRING ROSTER 
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QB Benji Wolker, Jr/Jay Cutler Fr 
FB Matthew Tant, Fr/Bare Colo, Sr 
TB Norval McKenzie, So/Ronald Hatcher, 
WR Dan Sticker, Sr*/Keith Williams, Fr 
WR MJ, Garrett, Sr*/Brandon Smith, So 
Te ‘Tom Simone, Sr*/Nick Getter, Jr 
LT Justin Geisinger, So" /Ryan King Fr 
1G Jim May, Sr*/Greg Rabson, So 
© Jamie Byrum, Sr*/Greg Robson, So 
RG Jordan Petit, Jr/Brian Kovolisky, So* 
RT Kenan Arkon, So/Nigel Seaman, Fr 
~K _ Abtin Iranmanesh, Jr/Patrick Johnson, Fr 
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FS _Jonothan Shoub, Jr/Mike Martin, Se 


‘Greg Johnson, Fr/Matt Weiss, So | 


SPRING UPDATE 


‘o many changes took place dur- 

Ss: Vanderbilt's spring practice 

that the new coaching staff 
needed help. Any assistance was appreci- 
ated, and the defensive coaches welcomed 
senior comerback Rushen Jones’ offer to 
lend a hand. 

Jones had buried himself in the play- 
book and leamed the intricacies of the new 
scheme. He bought into the idea that the 
4-3 alignment was a better fit for Vandy 
than the 3-4. Once the practices got under- 
way, he became something of a coach on 
the field, He had not only leamed his cover- 
ages, but those for the other players in the 
secondary. 

“He did a great job of teaching the 
young guys,” defensive coordinator Bruce 
Fowler said, “And he did a good job as far 
as leadership goes with holding everybody 
accountable. He worked hard at leaming 
the new scheme and it just kind of became 
second nature to him.” 

Asa testament to his on-field leader- 
ship, Jones was voted by his teammates as 
defensive captain. Wide receiver Dan 
Stricker and center Jamie Byrum will be the 
other two captains. 

* Two key players were sidelined with 
injuries and missed the spring game. After 
going up for a catch, Stricker landed on his 
left hand, forcing his shoulder out of socket. 
Then in the last practice before the spring 
game, starting defensive tackle Robert Din- 
widdie tore the ACL in his left knee and 
underwent surgery the next week. His sta- 
tus won't be determined until fall. 

+ Several players, including free safety 
Jerrol Jackson and wide receiver Anthony 
Jones, passed on their final year of eligibility 
after being redshirted earlier in their careers. 
Both plan to transfer to the University of 
Tennessee-Chattanooga to play their final 
season, Jackson started four of the last five 
games and finished as Vanderbilt's leader 
with three interceptions. Jones led the team 
as a freshman, averaging 21.3 yards a 
catch, but sat out in 1999 to focus on acad- 
emics and suffered a hip injury in 2000. 

* Also gone are kickers Chuck Folino, 
who kicked three field goals against 
Alabama last season, and Lance Gamer; 
WR Jason Mathenia, who had 22 catches, 
258 yards, and two touchdowns; QB David 
Koral; OT Jordan Hill; and safety/holder 
dustin Purkey. 
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‘SENIOR RECEIVER DAN STRICKER IS ONE 
OF THE SEC’S MOST DANGEROUS 

OFFENSIVE WEAPONS. 
PHOTO BY NEIL BRAKE 


plinary reasons and has never played. 

Redshirt freshman Moses Osemwegie 
enjoyed the best spring of any player and 
earned the starting role at the other out- 
side linebacker spot. 

There are big concems in the sec- 
ondary, which was fragile last year, finish- 
ing next to last in the SEC after allowing 
an average of 286.8 yards through the air. 
The unit lost two key players — three-year 
starting free safety Harold Lercius and 
strong safety Jerrol Jackson, who led the 
team in interceptions. 

The good news is that two injured 
players with starting experience returned 
in the spring. 

Junior Jonathan Shaub came back after 
missing all of last season due to surgery on 


VANDERBILT 


Stricker: Glad it’s Not Furman Offense 


t the end of his junior season, 

Dan Stricker considered going 

long ... and never coming back 
to the Vanderbilt huddle. 

With the uncertainty that loomed 
over the program in December after 
coach Woody Widenhofer and his staff 
had been forced out, the sure-handed 
receiver explored the possibility of 
entering the NFL draft. 

It wasn’t that Stricker, who had red- 
shirted in 1998, wanted to pass on his 
final season of eligibility. But if he was 
going to find himself in an offense that 
resembled the one he saw Furman use 
in the Division I-AA national champi- 
onship game, leaving early was a very 
real possibility. 

He had heard that Furman coach 
Bobby Johnson was close to being 
named Widenhofer’s replacement. 

“Any time you're facing a situation 
where thers is ambiguity involved you 
want to have a plan to fall back on,” 
said Stricker, who was a second-team 
All-SEC selection last year. “My Plan A 
all along was to stay at Vanderbilt and 
play my senior year. But, | was follow- 
ing the advice of my former coaches 
i thought it was in my best interest to 
have the evaluation done by the NFL.” 

Johnson knew Stricker was consider- 
ing an early exit. He knew the 6-3, 200- 
pound Cincinnati native, who had 138 
career catches, 2,260 yards and 15 TDs, 
was the team’s best ocr weapon. 


T THE CONCLUSION 
OF SPRING PRAC- 
H TICE, JOHNSON 


SAID HE STILL DIDN’T KNOW 
WHO HIS QUARTERBACK 
WOULD BE, BUT HE’S NOT 
SWEATING IT. 


both shoulders. He stepped in at strong 
safety while senior Justin Giboney, who 
has always been hampered by nagging 
injuries and missed four of the last five 


So one of the first things Johnson 
did as Vanderbilt's new coach was put 
a call into Stricker, who was at home 
for Christmas break. Johnson wanted to 
assure Stricker his talents would not go 
unused. In fact, much of the offensive 
scheme he planned to put in would 
revolve around Stricker. 

“Getting Dan to come back was one 
of our best recruiting coups,” Johnson 
said. “I mean, he could have gone pro 
and been a third- or fourth-round pick. 
Calling Dan was one of the first things | 
did when | got the job.” 

Whatever Johnson said went a long 
way in convincing Stricker to stick 
around. But he wasn‘t completely sold 
on the new scheme until he had 
a chance to sit down with Ted Cain, 
the Commodores’ new offensive coordi- 
nator. Cain’s background impressed 
Stricker, especially that he had spent 
time at North Carolina State (1986-96) 
where he was the offensive coordinator. 

It didn’t hurt, either, that Cain 
coached Torry Holt, now a standout 
receiver for the St. Louis Rams. 

“Once Coach Johnson hired Coach 
Cain and I was able to meet with him, 
| found out we're still going to have an 
offense that revolves around our person- 
nel,” Stricker said. “It was a relief to 
know that it wasn’t going to be the Fur- 
man offense we saw in the I-AA champi- 
onship game against Montana that ran 
the ball 90 times and passed it twice.” ‘4 


games last season, is back at free safety. 

Rushen Jones, also injured last year 
with a fractured wrist, could be one of the 
best comerbacks in the SEC, and Aaron 
McWhorter will start on the other side. 

The Commodores probably weren’t as 
bad last year as their 2-9 record suggests, 
but improving on that mark will be difficult. 

Even with 12 games on tap and the 
renewed energy Johnson and his staff have 
brought to the program, there only appears 
to be two opponents Vandy will be favored 
to beat — Connecticut ... and Furman. 


— Mike Organ 


For more coverage of the Commodores, 


visit htp://vanderbilt.rivals.com 
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MIAMI 


{HURRICANES 


for Larry Coker. 

Following Butch Davis’ unex- 
pected departure to the Cleveland 
Browns, the longtime offensive coordina- 
tor had to take a crash course in head 
coaching, eager to prove he was the right 


T he spring of 2001 was a hectic time 


man for the job despite no collegiate 
experience as the main man. 

Coker proved himself emphatically, 
guiding his team to an unbeaten season, 
claiming the program's fifth national 
championship and receiving national 
Coach of the Year honors. 

If only his second spring had gone as 
smoothly. 

Less than a week after the Hurricanes’ 
Rose Bowl rout of Nebraska, three star 
juniors — tailback Clinton Portis, tight end 
Jeremy Shockey and cornerback Phillip 
Buchanon — declared for the NFL draft. 

Chris Campbell, the third-leading, 
tackler on last year's squad, was killed in 
a one-car accident in the early moming 
hours of Feb. 16. Though Campbell had 
exhausted his athletic eligibility, he was 
the veteran leader of last year's linebacker 


2001: 12-0 overall; 7-0 Big East (Ist); 
National champion 

COACH: Larry Coker — At Miami and Over- 
all: 12-0, | year 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 2; 4 offense, 
6 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: O8 Ken Dorsey, 
C Brett Romberg, WRs Andre Johnson 
and Kevin Beard, RBs Willis McGahee and 
Jarrett Payton, TE Kellen Winslow, DEs 
Jerome McDougle and Andrew Williams, 
DL William Joseph, LBs Jonathan Vilma 
and DJ. Williams, K Todd Sievers, 

P Freddie Capshaw 


corps and his loss had a profound effect 
‘on the team’s younger players. 

Rising sophomore Frank Gore, expected 
to ease Portis’ departure, injured his right 
knee during the first full week of practice 
and underwent surgery to repair a tom ACL 
and meniscus, casting serious doubt on his 


Road to Repeat Already Bumpy for ‘Canes 


availability for the 2002 season. 

Finally, providing an exclamation 
point to Miami's spring of discontent, the 
team’s offensive and defensive playbooks 
were stolen from the office of linebacker 
coach Vernon Hargreaves ... with portions. 
of them posted on the Internet, no less. 

“It's a. concern. You feel violated and 
it bothers you that it happened,” said 
Coker. “But it's all fluff. They have some 
basic things in there, but nothing you 
can't get from watching video. There are 
a lot of things that are going to be differ- 
ent from the playbook anyway.” 

The lost playbooks are indeed the 
least damaging of the spring tragedies. 
After all, Miami could have handed out 
last season's game plan and likely still 
emerged as national champs. 

The ‘Canes take a 22-game winning 
streak into the season, but extending it 
through another year will be difficult. 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Even with 
a revamped offensive line, Dorsey should 
pick apart defenses. Receivers are explosive. 
The ‘Canes should be nearly impossible to 
Tun on. The pass rush should be ferocious. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Can McGahee 
and Payton gain enough to keep teams 
from focusing on the air attack? 
OVERVIEW: Coker's second season is off to 
a rocky start due to injuries and departures, 
but there is still plenty left to fuel hopes of 
asecond consecutive national title. The 
improvement of the team's defensive 
backs could be the deciding factor. 


Miami has a host of key players to 
replace, and the schedule features trips to 
Florida and Tennessee. 

Quarterback Ken Dorsey, who finished 
third in the Heisman Trophy voting last year, 
enters his senior season as the winningest 
quarterback in school history. He's won 26 


of 27 games as a starter, thrown a school- 
record 58 touchdown passes and is poised 
to finish as the school's and Big East's 
all-time leading passer. 

Despite having to replace last year’s out- 
standing offensive linemen Bryant McKinnie, 
Joaquin Gonzalez and Martin Bibla, Dorsey 
was excited following spring practices. 

“This is probably one of the best springs 
we have had in a while,” Dorsey said of the 
offense. “Last year we got it handed to us. 
The year before we got it handed to us. But 
this year, we have been holding our own 
and keeping it pretty good.” 

Dorsey's leadership and quick release 
are going to be invaluable with the young 
offensive line. 

Center Brett Romberg will anchor the 
line with fellow Canadian Sherko Haji- 
Rasouli, who started seven games at left 
guard in 2001 before injuring his knee. Ed 
Wilkins, a senior who started four games last 
season in Haji-Rasouli’s absence, likely will 
swing over to right guard to replace Bibla. 

The tackle spots are the biggest areas of 
concem, as is to be expected when you 
lose a pair of All-Americans. Massive junior 
Vernon Carey (6-6, 346 pounds) could 
emerge as the next star of the Hurricane 
front line. He saw extensive action last sea- 
son and is expected to start at right tackle. 
Sophomore Carlos Joseph, a 6-6, 316- 
pounder, likely will step into McKinnie’s 
spot at left tackle, earning the task of 
replacing last year’s Outland Trophy winner. 

“We want Vernon Carey to really 
extend himself. And Carl Joseph too, 
because they've played, but have done so 
in guarded roles,” Coker said. “We really 
haven't had to utilize them much, but 
now it’s their turn.” 
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Even without Gore, the ‘Canes were 
moving the ball efficiently on the ground 
early on during the spring, but tailed off 
toward the end. Willis McGahee and Jar- 
rett Payton, used mostly as fullbacks last 
year, enter the season as the team’s pri- 
mary ball carriers. 

“For us to be a good team, we've got 
to run the ball better than we ran it in the 
spring,” Coker said. 

“That's my biggest problem is being 
consistent,” Payton said. “I think when I get 
tired I tend to lose focus, but I've gotten 
better as I've gotten older. | understand 
what I have to do and | think those mistakes 
are going to go out the window. Everyone 
is going to be watching us, but both of us 
can do it. We are going to push each other.” 

The duo will need to put together 
a decent ground attack to complement 
what is expected to be a stellar passing 
game. Junior receivers Andre Johnson and 
Kevin Beard combined for 62 receptions 
and 12 touchdowns last season, They 
were joined by senior Ethenic Sands in 
three-receiver sets during the spring. 

Shockey, considered by many to be 
the best offensive tight end in college 
football last season, will be replaced by 
Kellen Winslow. The sophomore looked 
impressive all spring and was the offen- 
sive star of the spring game, leading the 
team in receptions and yards. 

“Kellen’s a great player,” Dorsey said. 
“He's going to be a special player to the 
point where he has the potential to be 
better than Shockey was last year, which 
is something special.” 

Defensively, the Hurricanes could be as 
dominant as they were last season, when 
they led the country in scoring defense and 
forced a national-best 45 turnovers. 

The entire front four returns, with 
senior ends Andrew Williams and Jerome 
McDougle back alongside senior tackles 
William Joseph and Matt Walters. Senior 
Jamaal Green, who started five games last 
season, is back as a valuable reserve, 
especially since Williams missed time last 
year and was lost for the last two weeks 
of spring ball with an injured knee. 

The return of linebackers D.J. Williams, 
Howard Clark and Jonathan Vilma gives 
Miami the components of a superb front 
seven, which comes complete with great 
depth. Among the most impressive play- 
ers on the defensive side of the ball this 
spring were projected backups Jarrell 
Weaver, a junior, and Roger McIntosh and 
Leon Williams, redshirt freshmen who 
could make an immediate impact. 

“I've been very pleased with the line- 


backer play,” Coker said. “Up front, every- 
one knows their role and what is 
expected of them. It's a special group.” 

Comers Mike Rumph and Buchanon 
and safeties Ed Reed and James Lewis all 
are gone. Replacing the fine secondary is 
chief among Miami's concems. 

“They've been very inconsistent,” sec- 
ondary coach Mark Stoops said of his new 
group. “They'll have one good day, and 
then they'll have a bad day. They just 
have to leam to grow up ina hurry, and 
they need to. Our team needs them to.” 

Junior Maurice Sikes is expected to take 
cover Reed's role at free safety, which will 
include serving as the leader of the young 
group. Sophomore Sean Taylor, who played 
in nickel and dime coverages as a true fresh- 
man, is the likely starter at strong safety. 

The team's starting corners are still 
uncertain. Redshirt freshman Kelly Jen- 
nings has been the strongest of the group, 
earning Coker's praise for his tenacity. He 
should end up at right corner, with sopho- 
mores Alfonso Marshall and Antrel Rolle 
in the mix for the opening at left corner. 

The secondary has taken to wearing 
T-shirts underneath their jerseys that read 
“Young Guns. But we get the job done.” 

Miami sure hopes so. 

Andre Johnson takes over for Buchanon 
as the kick and punt retumer. Quality 
punter Freddie Capshaw and kicker Todd 
Sievers retum for their senior seasons. Siev- 
ers set single-season school records with 21 
field goals and 56 extra points last season. 

“We've got a lot of pieces to the puzzle 
there,” Coker said. “It's just a matter of see- 
ing how the new pieces perform and how 
everything unfolds around them.” 

—Tony Mejia 


2001 RESULTS 


12-0 (7-0 BIG EAST) 
PENN STATE 
RUTGERS 
PITTSBURGH 
‘TROY STATE 
FLORIDA STATE 


WEST VIRGINIA 
TEMPLE 
BOSTON COLLEGE 


HURRICANES 


2002 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


OB Ken Dorsey, Sr*/Derrick Crudup, So 

RB Willis McGahee, So/Jarrett Payton, Jr 

RB Kyle Cobia, So/Quadtrine Hill, Fr 

FL Kevin Beard, Jr/Ethenic Sands, Sr 

SE Andre Johnson, Jr°/Jason Geathers, Jr 
TE Kellen Winslow, So/David Williams, So 
LT Carlos Joseph, So/Tony Tella, Fr 

LG Sherko Hali-Rasoull, St*/Joe Most 


DEFENSE 


LE Jerome McDougle, Sr*/Thomas Carroll, Fr 
RT William Joseph, Sr*/Vince Wilfork, So 

LT Matt Walters, Sr*/Santonio Thomas, Jr 
RE Jamaal Green, Sr/Andrew Williams, Sr* 
WLB D.J, Williams, Jr*/Darrell McClover, Jr 


MLB Jonathan Vilma, Jr*/Leon Williams, Fr 
SLB Rocky Mcintosh, Fr/Jarrell Weaver, Jr 
‘CB Kelly Jennings, Fr/Antrel Rolle, So. 

fee Antrel Role /A\ Marshall, So. 


FLORIDA A&M 

AT FLORIDA 

AT TEMPLE 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
CONNECTICUT 
FLORIDA STATE 
AT WEST VIRGINIA 


2002 


Linpy’s Footsau ANNUAIs 199 


MEMPHIS 


if TIGERS 


icture a big, bright blue and white 
Pp being popped by a pin. 

The helium suddenly races out of 
the balloon and it zips around the room 
until it lays limp on the floor, Lifeless. Still. 
Exhausted. 

What was once a lively, bouncing col- 


orful balloon became just a piece of rubber. 

That's what it felt like to be a Mem- 
phis Tiger football coach, player or fan last 
Nov. 24 at the Liberty Bowl. 

The Tigers were one play and 25 sec- 
onds from earning a spot in the Motor 
City Bowl, their first bow! invitation in 30 
years. But before Memphis could cele- 
brate the end of its 30-year bow! drought, 
it had to put the final stake in Cincinnati's 
heart — as the Bearcats faced a fourth- 
and-27 from their own 27, trailing 34-30. 

The Bearcats made the first down, and 
went on to score on a 13-yard pass with 
four seconds remaining, tacking another 
year onto Memphis’ frustration. 


2001: 5-6 overall; 3-4 CUSA (7th) 

| COACH: Tommy West — At Memphis: 5-6, 
1 year; Overall: 40-41, 8 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: |7; 8 offense; 
8 defense, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Danny Wim- 
prine, WR Travis Anglin, TB Dante Brown, 
DT Albert Means, OLB Greg Harper, 
DE Tony Brown 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: With converted 
quarterback Travis Anglin leading the 
way, the passing game could rival any in 
Conference USA. The spread formation 
with quarterback Danny Wimprine and 
four talented receivers — Anglin, Tripp 
Higgins, Antoine Harden and Darren 
White —will cause serious problems for 


“To say we were devastated would be 
an understatement,” said Tommy West, 
who was within an eyelash of a winning 
season in his first year as the Tigers’ head 
coach. 

“It was difficult to swallow losing that 
game in that way. But we've got a taste of 


Prepared to Kick Down Door to a Bowl 


it now and we are a very hungry team.” 

Not only is Memphis hungry, the 
Tigers are experienced and talented 
enough to earn one of Conference USA's 
four bowl invitations this season. The win- 
ner goes to the Liberty Bowl. The GMAC 
Bowl in Mobile gets the second pick, 
Houston Bow! in Texas third and the New 
Orleans Bowl fourth. 

Memphis returns eight starters each 
‘on offense and defense, but the biggest 
news might be Travis Anglin’s switch from 
quarterback to receiver. Anglin started for 
two seasons at quarterback and accounted 
for four scores — two rushing and two 
passing — in a 43-10 victory over Chat- 
tanooga in the second game last season, 
the first time a Tiger had accounted for 


TIGERS 


opposing defensive coordinators. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: For four years, 
Ryan White could be counted on to 
deliver on field goals and extra points. But | 
White has departed and his replacement 
might be JC transfer Danny Haynes, a for- | 
mer high school AllAmerican from Brooks, | 
Ala. And as experienced as the Tigers are, 
their experience has been less than suc- 
cessful ... they need to learn how to win. 
OVERVIEW: With eight starters returning 
(on both sides of the ball, the long bow! 
drought should be over. Last year ended 
with a last-minute loss to Cincinnati, and 
that nightmarish finish should give the 
Tigers even more reason to knock down 
the wall and earn a bow! appearance for 
the first time since 1971. 


| 


four touchdowns since 1992. 

But the emergence of Danny Wim- 
prine initiated Anglin’s switch to 
receiver in the second half of the season. 
In the spring, the coaches made that 
a permanent move and Anglin blos- 
somed at his new position. The 6-4, 


200-pound senior caught six passes for 
141 yards and two touchdowns in the 
annual Blue-Gray scrimmage. 

“Travis is a really good athlete and 
he made a smooth transition to 
receiver,” West said. 

“He put his heart and soul into it in 
the spring. He made a big play every 
scrimmage and should be a big-play 
threat. He's got speed to catch the ball, 
have players miss and score touchdowns. 
Travis is exactly what we wanted in a 
receiver.” 

And Wimprine is exactly what West 
needs as a quarterback. The 6-1, 216- 
pound sophomore set Memphis freshman 
records with 1,329 passing yards and 14 
touchdown passes, even though he didn't 
start until midway through the season, 

Wimprine’s best performance came in 
a 42-10 victory over Army when he 
passed for 203 yards and ran for 55. He 
tied a school record with four touchdown 
passes in the game and ran for another. 

Wimprine continued his superb 
performance in the spring. He won the 
Paul Gingold MVP award for the Blue-Gray 
scrimmage by completing 20 of 28 passes 
for 252 yards and three touchclown passes, 
and rushing for a 10-yard score, 

“Danny knows he’s the guy,” West 
said. “No one is competing for the job. 
He understands our offense and where 
we want to go with the ball. Danny has 
agreat release and runs our offense well. 

“I feel like our passing game is 
going to be very strong. It’s amazing 
where it has come from a year ago 
when I first started as head coach. It's 
probably come along quicker than we 
thought it would.” 
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Memphis’ offense made great strides 
as a whole last season. The Tigers scored 
just 18 touchdowns in their final season 
under Rip Scherer in 2000, but improved 
to 38 last year, and set a new team record 
with 21 touchdown passes. 

While West is high on his passing 
game, his running game should be strong 
as well. Senior tailback Dante Brown 
returns after gaining 902 yards, the fourth- 
highest in school history. He originally 
signed with Clemson, where West was 
the head coach at the time, but enrolled 
at Middle Georgia College and played for 
two years before signing with Memphis. 
His 10 rushing touchdowns were the 
most at Memphis in a season since Jay 
McCoy had 10 in 1971. 

If Anglin, Wimprine and Brown rack 
up impressive numbers, it will be due in 
large part to the guys up front. The offen- 
sive line is led by senior offensive tackle 
Wade Smith and senior center Jimond 
Pugh. Pugh played the final three games 
of last season with a broken toe. 

Memphis ranked a disappointing 67th 
in total defense last season (382.9 yards 
per game), but with eight starters back, 
the Tigers expect to be a Top 20 defense. 

That's what West is used to. As the 
Tigers’ defensive coordinator in 2000, 
West led Memphis to a No. 5 national 
ranking in total defense and No. 1 in 
tushing defense before taking over as 
head coach. 

He had some fine defenses during 
his six years as Clemson's head coach 
as well. 

Three juniors — strong safety Derrick 
Ballard, defensive tackle Albert Means 
and outside linebacker Greg Harper — 
are expected to lead the defense this 
season. 

Ballard finished last season as the 
Tigers’ fifth-leading tackler with 60 stops 
and eight tackles for losses. The 6-4, 334- 
pound Means started seven games and 
had 51 tackles last year after transferring 
from Alabama. Harper, a third-year 
starter, led the team with 13 tackles for 
losses last season and added five sacks. 

Although the final four seconds of 
the Cincinnati game stand out, the Tigers 
also can recall how they rallied to regain 
the lead late in that game. After Cincin- 
nati took a 29-27 lead with 4:04 to play, 
Wimprine drove the Tigers and con- 
nected with Antoine Harden for a 
38-yard touchdown pass with 2:16 
remaining. 

“Getting as close as we did shows me 
something,” West said. “It shows that we 


were able to come back and go ahead. 
We've learned from that. 

“We are a much more confident team 
because of our success last year. We've 
challenged them to be a better team than 
they were last year. They've accepted that 
challenge. They eared the right to have 
some confidence.” 

West is also confident he can keep 
the program going in the right direction 
long term. He plans to be competitive in 
the recruiting wars, and not settle for the 
“also rans” who aren't gobbled up by 
SEC programs. 

Impossible task? 

“Hogwash,” West said. “There isn’t 
any reason why we can't compete with 
those people. Shoot, we've got a lot to 
offer. We can recruit against the SEC 
schools. We've got a great city. 

“It's like some are ready to throw up 
the white flag before the game. And we 
don’t own a white flag.” 

West does own one of the best 
recruiting classes Memphis fans have seen 
in a while. The player that might have the 
most impact is Willie Henderson, a 6-7, 
275-pound defensive tackle from Mem- 
phis Ridgeway. He was widely considered 
the top line prospect in Tennessee. 

And then there is East Central Com- 
munity College transfer Danny Haynes, 

a former high school star who once made 
a 73-yard field goal in practice. 

Those four seconds might still linger 
in the minds of many Memphis football 
fans, but guys like Anglin, Wimprine and 
Means — and eventually, guys like Hen- 
derson and Haynes — could replace 
them with fonder memories come 
Christmas. 

— Robert Wilson 


2001 RESULTS 


5-6 (3-4 CUSA) 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
CHATTANOOGA 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
LOUISVILLE 


SOUTHERN MISS 
HOUSTON 
EAST CAROLINA 


TIGERS 


2002 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


QB Danny Wimprine, So*/Jeff Hilliard, Jr 
TB Dante Brown, Sr*/Jeremiah Bonds, Jr 
FB Mario Robinson, Fr/Torrian Lewis, So 
WR Travis Anglin, Sr/Tripp Higgins, Sr 

WR Darron White, So*/ Antoine Harden, Jr* 
TE Jeff Cameron, Jr*/Jason Johnson, So 
RT Wade Smith, Sr*/James Corder, Fr 

RG Joey Gerda, Sr/Travis Triplett, So 


DEFENSE 


DE Tony Brown, Sr*/Mobray Rowand, Sr 
DT Eric Taylor, Jr*/Kenyun Glover, So 

OT Albert Means, Jr*/Boris Penchion, Sr 
DE Treveco Lucas, Jr/Jacob Ford, So 

OLB Coot Terry, Jr*/Sheldon Taylor, Fr 

MLB Shaka Hill, So/Vincent Brown, So 

OLB Greg Harper, Jr*/Robert Douglas, So 
CB Jason Brown, Jr°/Tristan Thomas, So 
SS Elijah Bell, St/Lionel Pieh, So 

FS Derrick Ballard, Jrr/SeottVopel, So 


Anthony Harden, S 


2002 SCHEDULE 


AUG. 31 MURRAY STATE 
SEPT. 7 AT OLE MISS 
SEPT.14 AT SOUTHERN MISS 
SEPT. 21 TULANE 
SEPT. 28 ATUAB 
Oc. 8 LOUISVILLE 
oa. 19 MISSISSIPPI STATE 
oct. 26 AT GNCINNATL 
Nov. 2 HOUSTON 
Nov. ATSOUTH FLORIDA ‘ 
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LOUISVILLE 


he Louisville Cardinals have a new 
T problem on their hands, but they're 
not about to complain. 
With two Conference USA champi- 
onships, 20 wins and the Liberty Bowl the 


past two seasons, the Cardinals stand 
alone at the top of the C-USA hill. 


And with 17 returning starters, includ- 
ing the C-USA offensive and defensive play- 
ers of the year, the Cardinals enter the 2002 
season as the obvious pick to win a third 
consecutive conference championship. 

For all the perks that status provides, 
there’s a downside that will test 
Louisville's maturity and resolve. 

“We said when we came here that we 
want to be the guy on top. We want to be 
the guy everybody's shooting at. We 
want to wear the target on our chest,” 
Louisville coach John L. Smith said. 

“That’s been our goal, to be in that 
position, and | think we've done that. 
Now the real test is to see if we can stand 
up and handle that position.” 

Handling that position, as well as the 
task of replacing several key offensive 
players and bolstering the running game, 
will determine how far the Cardinals go. 


2001: 11-2 overall; 6-1 C-USA (Ist) 
COAGH: John L, Smith — At Louisville: 34- 
15, 4 years; Overall: 103-54, 13 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 5 offense, 
10 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: O8 Dave 
Ragone, WR James Taylor, TE Ronnie 
Ghent, DE Dewayne White. FS Anthony 
Floyd, SS Curry Burns, LB Michael Brown 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Championship 
experience and expectations, talented, 
experienced quarterback who makes 
plays; outstanding defense with experi- 


LOUISVILLE 


CARDINALS 


“Complacency is usually your worst 
enemy after winning two in a row,” Smith 
said. “Are we going to be complacent? 
Are we going to push ourselves to become 
better? Are we going to do the things we 
have to do to win it three times? 

“That's a little bit of a concern for us, 


Now on Top, What's Next for Cardinals 


and it’s something we've addressed with 
the football team. We've tried to work 
them harder than ever before, and tried to 
be more disciplined than we have been in 
the past. And I think our team accepts 
that more than they have in the past 
because they know it works. They believe 
in what we tell them.” 

Believing in Louisville wasn't easy when 
Smith arrived from Utah State in 1998. The 
Cardinals had gone 1-10 in 1997, including 
awinless C-USA season. But Smith's first 
two Louisville teams went 7-5, eamed bowl 
bids and averaged 38 points a game. The 
only missing element was the winning, 
defense, which has helped the Cardinals to 
their current status atop C-USA. 

The Cardinals should again be out- 
standing on defense. They return 10 
starters, including junior defensive end 
Dewayne White, the C-USA defensive 
Player of the Year. Senior safeties Anthony 


ence and depth. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Replacing four 
starters on the offensive line. If the line 
struggles, the running game could bog 
down, and without proven, experienced 
receivers, that could hurt the passing game. 


OVERVIEW: The Cardinals have emerged 
as the best of CUSA and now have to 
prove they can stay there. The defense will 
give them a chance in every game, and if 
the offensive line comes through, Louisville 
will be hard to beat for the conference 
championship. 


Floyd and Curry Burns return, as do senior 
linebackers Michael Brown and Chad Lee 
and sophomore cornerback Ronnie Gall- 
ishaw, who led the team with five inter- 
ceptions on his way to conference 
All-Freshman honors last year. 

“You don’t win championships with- 


- 


out defense, and we've been pretty 

decent the past two years,” Smith said. 
“And now we have everybody back, so 
we should be just as good if not better. 
I'll be disappointed if we're not better.” 

As good as White played in 2001 
(15 sacks, 23 tackles for losses), he was 
battling a broken hand much of the sea- 
son, and the Cardinals expect even more 
from him this fall. 

“He can get a lot better,” Smith said. 
“His light just started to go on last year. 
He was just a sophomore, and he was 
a running back in high school, so he still 
doesn’t quite know how to play the game 
at that position yet. He’s getting a lot 
smarter; he’s understanding what he has 
to do to be a great player. He’s working 
harder; he’s getting stronger; he's getting 
faster; and he's still got a ways to go. 
He'll be real good before he’s done, but 
he’s just scratching the surface.” 

With White anchoring one end, and 
with sophomore Bobby Leffew and junior 
Scott Lopez at the tackles, the Cardinals 
should be especially tough up front. They 
did lose defensive end Michael Josiah and 
his school-record 31 career sacks to early 
entry into the NFL draft, but Smith sug- 
gests the Cardinals will be better without 
the distractions and 15-yard penalties that 
came with Josiah’s lack of discipline. 

Instead, the Cardinals will count on 
senior Devon Thomas, who took Josiah’s 
starting job midway through the 2001 
season and never gave it back. 

“As a defense, we'll be closer, tighter 
and care even more about each other 
because they've played together for 
awhile,” Smith said. “We've got a bunch 


202 Lnoy’s FooTBALL ANNUALS 


2002 


of guys who are committed to doing 
things the right way.” 

‘The same can be said of Dave Ragone, 
6-4, 250-pound senior left-hander who is 
more than just big, strong, fast, talented and 
raced with a strong arm. He's also tough, 
smart and leads by word and deed. 

Some NFL draft gurus say Ragone 
could be one of the top five players picked 
in the 2003 draft. Unfortunately for Ragone, 
his talent, draft status and career stats 
(5,684 yards, 50 TDs, 60.1 completion per- 
centage) probably won't be enough to cap- 
ture the attention of Heisman voters. 

“Dave understands the deal,” Smith 
said. “He doesn’t get enamored by all 
that. Dave can handle all that stuff. | really 
don’t worry about Dave like | would some 
other guys. He’s going to have a lot of 
stuff coming his way, but he’s got a good 
head on his shoulders. 

“That Heisman deal takes care of 
itself. It does every year. You just have to 
go out and play. You have to win a lot of 
football games. And to be perfectly hon- 
est about it, where we are at this level, 
(the Heisman) ain't going to happen, 
so let’s not worry about it.” 

Ragone will have enough to worry 
about with the loss of his two best 
receivers and four starting linemen. 
Louisville has plenty of returning talent at 
receiver in senior Damien Dorsey and 
sophomores J.R. Russell and Tiger Jones, 
and highly touted junior college transfer 
James Taylor will get every opportunity to 
be Ragone’s go-to guy. Still, the receivers 
have a lot of questions to answer. 

“L really think we have some people 
here who have ability,” Smith said. “But 
those guys really need to step up. They're 
no longer rookies. It's not OK to keep 
dropping balls anymore. They have to rise 
to another level.” 

If the receivers get off to a slow start, 
Ragone can always tum to all-conference 
tight end Ronnie Ghent and his backup, 
junior Richard Owens. Smith has such hopes 
for his tight ends that Louisville might line 
up two more often this season without sacri- 
ficing the ability to pass effectively. 

More formations with two tight ends 
should also help the running game. The 
Cardinals never did run the ball as produc- 
tively as they needed to last season and 
Smith is committed to its improvement. 
The Cardinals are still waiting for junior 
T,]. Patterson to stay healthy and fulfill his 
potential ... but if he can’t do those things 
this fall, Smith will turn to sophomore 
Lionel Gates, who played as a true fresh- 
man in 2001, and Henry Miller, a steady 


senior who continues to improve. 

The real key to the running game — 
and the offense overall — will be the 
development of a line that will feature 
four new starters. Even the lone returning 
starter, junior center Dan Koons, started 
only seven games last year. 

“We've got to rebuild offensively,” 
Smith said. “We have a great quarterback 
and anytime you have a guy that good, 
regardless of the level, you have a chance 
to win. But we still have to rebuild our 
offensive front.” 

Two of the likely candidates for start- 
ing jobs will be Jason Hilliard, a 6-6, 340- 
pound junior tackle, and Jason Weathers, 
6-7, 343-pound junior guard. 

“The twin towers have got to play,” 
Smith said. “Their time has come, so we 
need them to come through.” 

Other likely candidates include fresh- 
man guard Jason Spitz, senior guard 
Antoine Sims and freshman tackle Travis 
Leffew, who moved from defense to 
offense in the offseason, as well as JC trans- 
fers Jerry Spencer and Edrick Contreras. 

“| think we have the capability of 
being more athletic up front,” Smith said, 
“but these guys haven’t proved it at this 
level yet.” 

The Cardinals might have a lot to 
prove at several positions, but none of 
those challenges is as important as prov- 
ing they can handle their lofty status in 
C-USA. 

“I just hope complacency doesn't 
become a problem,” Smith said. “I hope 
that’s not part of our makeup. I really 
don't think itis. IF it is, we're not doing 
our job as coaches to keep them on the 
right track.” 

— Richard Scott 


2001 RESULTS 


11-2 (6-1 CUSA) 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
KENTUCKY 
WESTERN CAROLINA 
ILLINOIS 
MEMPHIS 
COLORADO STATE 
SOUTHERN MISS 
CINCINNATI 


CARDINALS 


OFFENSE 


QB Dave Ragone, Sr*/Stefan LeFors, So 

RB Lionel Gates, So/T.4. Patterson, Jr 

WR James Taylor, Jr/J.R. Russell, So. 

WR Damien Dorsey, Sr*/Robert Haskins, So 
WR Tiger Jones, So/Victor Glenn, Jr 

TE Ronnie Ghent, Sr*/Richard Owens, Jr 
(7 Jason Hilliard, Jr/Chris Thigpen, Sr 
LG Jason Weathers, Jr/Jerty Spencer, Jr 


DEFENSE 


LE Dewayne White, Jr*/Jeremy Seguin, Fr 
DT Bobby Leffew, So*/Keeshan Lowe, Sr 
DT Scott Lopez, Jr*/Chad Pinkston, Jr 

RE Devon Thomas, Jr*/Marcus Jones, So 
LB Chad Lee, Sr*/Robert McCune, So. 

LB Rod Day, Jr/Jonathon Jackerson, Fr 
CB Ronnie Gallishaw, So*/J,T. Haskins, So 
CB Chris Johnson, Sr/Josh Minkins, Jr* 


2002 SCHEDULE 


SEPT. 1 KENTUCKY 
SEPT.7 AT DUKE 
SEPT. 14 AT COLORADO STATE 
SEPT. 21 AT ARMY 
SEPT. 26 FLORIDA STATE 


0.8 AT MEMPHIS 
0c. 19 Tu 


0G. 26 
NOV. 9 
NOV. 14 


EAST CAROLINA 
CINCINNATI 
AT SOUTHERN MISS. 


UAB 
a. AT 


HOUSTON 


2002 


Linpy’s Fooraau ANNuals 203 


outhern Miss defensive coordinator 
Tyrone Nix said in the spring that the 
Golden Eagles’ star running back 
was in the best condition of his life. 
That's a rather remarkable statement 
considering that Nix has seen quite a bit 
of the tailback — his younger brother, 


Derrick. What is even more remarkable is 
that Derrick Nix has been battling a kid- 
ney ailment that sidelined him the past 
two seasons. 

But Tyrone and the rest of the Eagles 
got a clear picture of just how healthy 
Derrick was in the first day of practice in 
full pads. 

“Coach (Jeff) Bower told us that 
everything was live on that first day in 
pads, and Derrick took the ball and went 
around left end,” Tyrone Nix said. “He 
kept running and kept running. | told my 
defense when they came back to the 
huddle, ‘I told you guys that it was live.” 
They said they knew that, but they couldn't 
get Derrick down. 

“He got past (linebacker) Joe Henley, 
and all the defensive backs that pursued 
him didn't attempt to get him on the 


2004: 6-5 overall; 4-3 in CUSA (T-5th) 

(COACH: Jeff Bower — At USM and Overall; 
72-52-1, 11 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 18; 9 offense, 
8 defense, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATOH: RB Derrick Nix, OT 
Jeremy Bridges, MLB Rod Davis, CB Greg 
Brooks, FL LeRoy Handy, FS Etric Pruitt 

STRENGTHS: Tyrone Nix had 

a Top 15 defense in four categories in his 
first season despite having nine new 
starters, Expect an even better defense this 
year with eight returning starters and Der- 
ick Nix helping the offense control the ball. 


ground. | guess they were fearful of being 
trampled to the ground if they tried to 
tackle him.” 

This is not your average Division | 
defense, either. Southern Miss has a tra- 
dition of great defense, and last year 
was no different in the first year with 


Tyrone Nix as defensive coordinator. 
With nine new starters, the Eagles fin- 
ished No. 8 in the nation in scoring 
defense, No. 11 in total defense, No. 12 
in passing efficiency defense and No. 13 
in rushing defense. 

Southern Miss has eight starters back 
from that defense, but even those guys 
had trouble bringing down the new-and- 
improved version of Derrick Nix. 

“We won't see a back much stronger 
or bigger than Derrick this fall,” Tyrone 
Nix said. 

Bower was also more than a little 
impressed. 

“I've always said the best thing 
about Derrick Nix is that there is not 
a weakness about his game,” Bower 
said. “He's a big back that's tough to 
tackle. That wasn’t a strength for us last 
year, running tackle-to-tackle and 
getting yards after contact.” 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: None of the 
three quarterbacks has started a game, and 
no one was consistent enough in the spring 
to win the job as Jeff Kellys replacement. 

OVERVIEW: Souther Miss broke its string 
of a school-record four consecutive bow! 
appearances and finished with its worst 
record since 1995. Don't look for a repeat. 
The Eagles are salty on defense, and with 
a healthy Derrick Nix at running back, will 
have a solid offense. That combination will 
put Southern Miss in the running for 
a Conference USA title and a bowl 
appearance. 


3. GOLDEN EAGLES 


Nix was the first running back in 
school history to gain 1,000 yards in each 
of his freshman and sophomore seasons, 
but an ankle injury sidelined him in Sep- 
tember of his junior season and then the 
kidney ailment hit him that November. 
While waiting for the treatment to run its 


course the past two years, Nix has 
endured a surge in his blood pressure, 

a big weight gain because of fluid reten- 
tion and the formation of a blood clot that 
put him in the hospital last year. 

The 6-2 Nix is now back to 233 
pounds. 

“Coach Bower allowed me to be 
a part of the team last year and go on all 
the road trips, even though | was redshirt- 
ing,” Derrick Nix said. 

“| felt like | was a part of the team 
even though | didn’t play. By watching 
our games from the sidelines, | under- 
stand our offense so much better. | also 
realized how much | loved to play foot- 
ball and how much | missed it. That's 
going to make me work even harder this 
season.” 

It will be up to the defense to make 
sure the offense has the ball enough to 
use its star running back. 

“We got better every time out in the 
spring,” said Tyrone Nix, who at 29 years 
old is the youngest defensive coordinator 
in Division I-A. “The future is promising. 
If we continue to work, we've got 
a chance to be pretty good.” 

Make that a strong chance to be very 
good. Only rover Chad Williams and 
weakside linebacker Roy Magee — both 
seniors a year ago — and defensive end 
Brian Evans — who quit — need to be 
replaced from last year's starting defense. 
Leading the way is All-Conference USA 
junior middle linebacker Rod Davis, who 
had 100 tackles last season. 

In addition to the eight returning 
starters, the Eagles have more defensive 
depth this year. One of the top newcom- 
ers is freshman Tootie Myers, a backup 
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cornerback who is expected to get plenty 
of action. 

A former three-sport star at nearby 
Petal High, Myers decided he would play 
pro baseball with the Montreal Expos 
instead of college football. He spent the 
past five springs and summers in the 
minors after being drafted as a first-round 
supplemental pick. 

When word got out that the 5-11, 
185-pound Myers had decided to return 
to football, Clemson and Tennessee 
came calling, but Myers stuck with 
Southern Miss. 

“He was a big-time player in high 
school, a guy that we thought was really 
good,” Bower said. “We've been waiting 
for him to play football for a long time.” 

Myers was considered one of the top 
prep defensive backs in the Southeast. 

A bumer with 4.4 speed, he played run- 
ning back, wide receiver and quarterback. 
Now 23, Myers can still fly. 

He showed a flash of his talent in 
the spring game. Myers caught a punt 
at the 2-yard line, juked past two would- 
be tacklers and raced 30 yards down the 
sideline, gaining the final two yards in 
mid-air after trying to vault over a 
tackler, 

Punt returns is an area Bower would 
like to improve, The Eagles ranked No. 
89 nationally last season when the team 
had eight fumbles or muffs. Myers might 
be the answer. 

Bower also Is searching for an answer 
to the departure of three-year starting 
quarterback Jeff Kelly, and the spring 
didn't provide it. Three players remain in 
the running for the No. 1 position. Micky 
D'Angelo, a 6-3, 212-pound sophomore, 
was Kelly's backup last season after red- 
shirting two years ago. Zac White, a 6-5, 
229-pound sophomore, and 6-1, 185- 
pound redshirt freshman Dustin Almond 
are the other hopefuls. 

All three moved the offense during 
the spring and showed different assets. 
White and Almond have the stronger 
arms while D'Angelo, who battled with 
a slight shoulder sprain most of the 
spring, has been praised for his ability 
to read and make the correct checks at 
the line of scrimmage. Almond is the 
best scrambler, At 6-5, White can see 
the passing lanes over his offensive 
linemen. 

“Some days, one of them will have 
a good day and the next day somebody 
else will. That isn't bad,” Bower said. 
“They have all done pretty well. But 
somebody's got to be a little consistent.” 


Despite the competition, the three are 
pretty close friends. D'Angelo and 
Almond play golf while White is an avid 
fisherman. 

“We all want what's best for the 
team,” White said. “Whoever is going to 
take the team to the championship, that's 
what it’s all about. It could be one, it 
could be two, it could be all three of us. 
That's, of course, the coaches’ decision, 
but we're all after a common goal, and 
that’s a championship.” 

Bower already has led the Eagles to 
two Conference USA titles and one co- 
championship since the league began in 
1996. But a fourth-place finish in 2000 
and a tie for fifth place last year has made 
the Eagles hungry for 2002. 

Especially disappointing was last 
year's 14-12 season-ending loss to 
Texas Christian in Hattiesburg. A win 
would have put Southern Miss into the 
galleryfurniture.com Bowl in Houston. 
Instead, the loss sent the Eagles home 
without a bowl for the first time since 
1996. 

But last year’s team had Derrick Nix 
on the sidelines. This fall, Eagles fans will 
get to watch him dodge linebackers and 
knock over defensive backs for the first 
time in two years. 

“I'm going to have a ‘shock the 
world’ mentality in our first game with 
Jackson State,” said Nix, who already has 
2,390 career rushing yards and became 
the first Southern Miss running back 
since Ben Garry in 1976-77 to produce 
back-to-back 1,000-yard seasons. “There 
are a lot of people who have forgotten 
about me, but I'm ready to show them 
that I'm still here.” 

— Robert Wilson 


2001 RESULTS 


6-5 (4-3 CUSA) 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
LA--LAFAYETTE 


COLDEN EAGLES 


OFFENSE 


QB Micky D'Angelo, So or Zac White, So or 
Dustin Almond, Fr 

RB Derrick Nix, Sr/ James Walley, So or 
Anthony Harris, Fr 

WR Rocky Harrison, So*/ Kenneth Johnson, Jr 
SE Chris Johnson, So*/ Naton Stewart, Fr 

TE Bobby Garner, $r°/Terell Browden, Jr 


DEFENSE 


DE Darris McKenzie, Jr/ Demarcus Barner, So 
NT Skylor Magee, So*/ Chad Ruffin, So 

DT Rayshun Jones, Sr*/ Eric Scott, So or 
Ronald Jones, Jr 

DE Terrell Paul, Jr*/ LaVon Pears, So 


2002 SCHEDULE 


AUG. 31 
SEPT. 7 

SEPT. 14 
SEPT. 21 
SEPT. 28 


JACKSON STATE 
ILLINOIS 

MEMPHIS 

AT ALABAMA, 

AT ARMY 

AT SOUTH FLORIDA 
CINCINNATI 
ATTU 


0G. 12 
0c. 19 
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ARKANSAS STATE 


4 INDIANS 


hasn't had a winning season since 
1995. He also knows the Indians 
play a distant second fiddle to Arkansas 
among state football fans. 
What's more, he knows if he had con- 
tinued to win at Division I-AA Northwest- 


S= Roberts knows Arkansas State 


ern (La.) State, another job — maybe 

a better job — probably would have come 
his way eventually. Yet, here he is at 
Arkansas State, at age 37, trying to build 
a winner at a program that has had six 
consecutive losing seasons. 

“I'm from the state of Arkansas and 
I've been here pretty much all of my life,” 
said Roberts, who was born and raised in 
Little Rock, graduated from Ouachita Bap- 
tist and coached at Southern Arkansas 
before Northwestem State. 

“I believe this place has a tremendous 
amount of potential, and the university 
has made a commitment to making the 
program better.” 

Roberts also knows there is much 
work to do to tum around a program that 
went 13-43 the past five seasons under 
former coach Joe Hollis. A 13-game sched- 
ule that includes an Aug. 25 opener at Vir- 
ginia Tech in the Hispanic College Fund 


2001: 2-9 overall; 2-4 Sun Belt (T-4th) 

COACH: Steve Roberts — At ASU: Ist year; 
Overall: 49-33-1, 8 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 9 offense. 
8 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: OTs Garry John- 
son and John Crossley, WR-KR James Hick- 
enbotham, DLs John Bradley and Corey 
Williams, LB Les Echols, CB Chris Jones 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Returning 
starters on offensive and defensive lines, 
especially Johnson at tackle; big-play 


Classic — and games at Illinois and Ole 

Miss — won't make the job any easier. 
“We've got to change the mindset,” 

Roberts said. “We've got to change 

‘I desire to be successful’ into ‘I've made 

a decision to be successful.’ We've got to 

prepare ourselves emotionally, mentally 


Roberts Intends to Change the Mindset 


and physically to be successful, both on 
the field and off the field.” 

Roberts certainly has the energy, enthu- 
siasm and attitude for the job. Whether he 
can build the talent and depth at Arkansas 
State remains to be seen. 

“I watched a lot of film from last year, 
to get an idea of where we are athletically, 
but everyone started over from ground 
zero when we came in,” Roberts said. 
“Everyone has a clean slate and a chance 
to establish something in the program.” 

On the plus side, Roberts inherits a team. 
that retums 17 starters and 54 of 64 letter- 
men, as well as a defense that has a chance 
to keep the Indians competitive in most 
games. The defensive personnel, led by line- 
men John Bradley and Corey Williams, line- 
backer Les Echols and comerback Chris 
Jones, should benefit from the decision to 
switch from the 4-3 to a 4-2-5 scheme. 

On the down side, depth is a problem 
nearly everywhere. Now that three-year 
starter Jonathan Adams has completed his 


threat in Hickenbotham; fresh start with 
new coaching staff. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Lack of overall 
talent, depth and size throughout the depth 
chart; inexperience at quarterback; absence 
of quality tailbacks; rugged schedule. 

OVERVIEW: A coaching change might 
instill some new enthusiasm, but it doesn’t 
change that the Indians are thin and 
young. With a capable OB and RB they 
could be competitive in the Sun Belt. 
Without them, they could go 2-11. 


eligibility, the Indians are dangerously thin 
at tailback. Senior Danny Smith is the only 
tailback with any experience, but he 
missed most of 2001 with a broken arm 
and is only 5-9, 171 pounds. 

“Danny Smith is really the only run- 
ning back here that we feel like we can 


count on at this point,” Roberts said. 

Unless a walk-on or true freshman 
emerges, Arkansas State's best bet for tail- 
back help might be Antonio Warren, a 
non-qualifier who sat out the 2001 season. 

Finding a running game figures to be 
critical to the progress of Arkansas State's 
quarterbacks. The Indians started four 
quarterbacks last fall, including two true 
freshmen, a redshirt freshman and a junior 
who had never played before. 

The junior, Tommy Miller, missed the 
final month of the season with a knee injury, 
while one of the true freshmen, Josh 
Driscoll, suffered a broken collarbone and 
missed the last five games. That allowed 
true freshman Elliott Jacobs to finish the sea- 
son as Arkansas State’s leading passer 
despite completing only 42.2 percent of his 
passes and throwing more interceptions 
(seven) than touchdowns (five). 

Driscoll and Jacobs continued to com- 
pete for the starting job through spring 
drills, but developing an effective quarter- 
back is a process for the new coaching 
staff. 

“We've got several quarterbacks here, 
but they're awfully young and they haven’t 
had a lot of positive experiences playing 
college football,” Roberts said. “This is the 
best time for them to start over and learn 
a system, because we can sort of grow 
them along as we put in our system.” 

Senior tackle Garry Johnson, generally 
considered the best offensive lineman in 
the Sun Belt, anchors the line, and senior 
James Hickenbotham gives the Indians an 
all-purpose threat who can make big plays 
as a receiver and return specialist. 

— Richard Scott 
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CENTRAL FLORIDA 


“GOLDEN KNIGHTS 


enters a season in which it can realis- 
tically compete for a championship. 
The Golden Knights move from the 
Independent ranks to the Mid-American 
Conference and are expected to immedi- 
ately challenge East Division rival Marshall 


F or the first time since 1995, UCF 


for conference supremacy. There's also 
the possibility of landing one of the 
MAC's two bow! spots. 

“Psychologically, there's an emotional 
lift because now there’s something tangible 
out there. You play for a championship,” 
coach Mike Kruczek said. “Before, as an 
Independent, we were just playing for wins 
and praying we could play in a bowl game 
if we had enough victories.” 

Now, UCF can look ahead to league 
games. Its opener on Sept. 20 at Marshall 
will be nationally televised. 

“I came here because | could compete 
for a championship,” said defensive tackle 
DeMarcus Johnson, a junior college trans- 
fer who chose UCF after previously com- 
mitting to Alabama and Florida. 

Johnson is one of three potential 
defensive stars signed this season. Line- 
backer Chad Mascoe and defensive end 
Roy Williams also join a unit that finished 
16th nationally in total defense in 2001. 

Aubum plucked defensive coordinator 
Gene Chizik to serve in the same capacity for 
the Tigers. Linebackers coach Billy D’Ottavio 
was promoted and will utilize the same 
attacking 4-3 scheme as his predecessor. 

Johnson is expected to step in at defen- 
sive tackle and anchor the line. Jake McK- 
ibben is back for his senior season and will 
vie with junior Larry Brown at nose tackle. 
Senior Elton Patterson returns at left end, 
and sophomore Rashad Jeanty will try to 
hold off Williams for the spot at right end. 

Tito Rodriguez, whose 143 tackles led 
last year's team, exhausted his eligibility, 
but Mascoe is expected to be comparably 
disruptive at middle linebacker. He will be 
flanked by junior Antoine Poe and either 
senior Chris Pilinko or sophomore Gerren 


Bray. Sophomores Savarris Brown and Stan- 
ford Rhule add depth. 

Chizik personally coached the sec- 
ondary, so UCF is expected to have 
changes there. New assistant John Fontes 
will rely heavily on cover comer Asante 
Samuel, the unit's only returning starter. 


New Conference, Enthusiasm at UCF 


Redshirt freshman Peter Sands and sopho- 
more Atari Bigby should open the season 
as starting safeties. The other starting comer 
will come from a group that includes senior 
Carlos Thompson, Maryland transfer Rovel 
Hamilton and sophomore Marcus Glover. 

The new-look secondary will be tested 
in practice, as UCF still employs its pass- 
oriented attack. Junior quarterback Ryan 
Schneider is well ahead of pace to break 
Daunte Culpepper's school records for 
passing yardage and touchdowns, having 
thrown for 5,257 yards and 38 scores in 
his first two seasons. 

Schneider will have plenty of targets, 
starting with 6-2 senior Doug Gabriel, who 
averaged 28.7 yards a catch last season and 
led the team with nine touchdowns. 

Receivers Jimmy Fryzel, Luther Hug- 
gins, lvery Gaskins, Tavaris Capers and 
Britt McGriff will all see time in the 
Knights’ multiple offensive sets. UCF is 
loaded at tight end, too, with junior 


GOLDEN KNIGHTS 


like Kruczek — At UCF and 
Overall: 26-18, 4 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: ||; 8 offense, 
3 defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Ryan Schnei 


der, TB Alex Haynes, WR Doug Gabriel, 
TE Michael Gaines, DE Elton Patterson, 
DT DeMarcus Johnson, LB Chad Mascoe, 
CB Asante Samuel, SS Atari Bigby 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Schneider had 


his sharpest spring ever. If Gabriel's consis- 
tency matches his natural talent, he could 


Michael Gaines and senior Mario Jackson. 
Tailback Alex Haynes had four 100- 
yard rushing games last season — more 
than UCF had in the previous three com- 
bined. He’s a powerful runner with break- 
away speed. 
Up front, the Knights reloaded by 


signing a pair of junior college transfers. 
David Ashkinaz will start at left guard 
while Taylor Robertson and Garrett 
McCray are vying for the other guard 
spot. Mike Mabry returns for a second 
season at center. Alex Mendez, the other 
transfer, will likely start at right tackle. 
Another pair of jucos, Joe Blackard and 
Kyle Watkins, will arrive in the fall to com- 
pete for the right tackle spot. Senior Brian 
Huff returns as the left tackle. 

With kicker/punter Javier Beorlegui 
gone, UCF has questions in its kicking 
game. Senior Ryan Flinn, who has seen spot 
duty the last three years as a pooch punter, 
was placed on scholarship and takes over 
the punting duties. The Knights had four 
kickers vying for the job in the spring, but a 
fifth, incoming freshman Matt Prater, might 
be the best of the bunch. 

— Tony Mejia 


be a serious weapon. Haynes will keep 
defenses honest. Defensively, Patterson 
and Johnson will pressure opposing OBs. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: As good as the 
defense was last year, the Knights still gave 
up big plays. The talent level is high, but 
there are eight starters to replace. Depth at 
QB and RBis a concern, as is kicking. 

OVERVIEW: UCF immediately joins the 
MACS elite and should contend for its first 
bow! bid. The Golden Knights are 10-4 
against their new conference foes since 
moving into lA. 
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hen he was a Northeastem 
Louisiana assistant coach, Rickey 
Bustle recruited southem 


Louisiana and thought the Southwestern 

Louisiana job could be something special. 
Yet, when the university contacted him 

about its coaching vacancy in 1998, Bustle 


wasn't interested. The program lacked 
direction and conference affiliation and 
Bustle preferred to remain Virginia Tech's 
offensive coordinator and annually play for 
conference and national championships. 

But when university officials called 
again in November, 2001, Bustle listened. 

This time, they presented a new 
vision to go with the university's new 
name, Louisiana-Lafayette. As Sun Belt 
Conference members, they could play for 
a championship and a bowl game. 

“It was obvious they were trying to 
make a big commitment to the program, 
something they hadn't done wholeheart- 
edlly in the last 10 years,” Bustle said. “By 
the time we got through talking, | felt good 
about the situation. Nobody was going to 
hand me the job at Notre Dame, so | knew 
| was going to end up at a place where it 
was going to take some work. But | wanted 
to be at a place where we had a chance.” 


200): 3-8 overall; 2-4 Sun Belt (T-4th) 
COACH: Rickey Bustle — Ist year as head 
coach 
RETURNING STARTERS: 18; 
10 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Jon Van 


Cleave, WR-PR Nick Dugas, RB Jerome 
Coleman, LBs Ross Brupbacher and 
Marrious Berry, CB Charles Tillman 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Talented pass- 
catch combination; returning experience 


LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 


RAGIN’ C 


So Bustle took a chance and took the 
job, and if his first few months are a hint 
of what's to come, he’s glad he did. 

“Now that I'm here, | believe there's as 
much potential to develop a winning pro- 
gram as any place I've been,” Bustle said. 
“I'm not saying we're going to take it to the 


Bustle Brings Hustle to Lafayette 


same level Virginia Tech has reached, but 
this place loves this football program. It's 
been sort of dormant for awhile, and people 
needed something to get excited about. 

“These people are going crazy here. 

I know it's still the honeymoon period, but 
there’s been more excitement than | ever 
expected. Now I've got to do my part.” 

That won't be easy at a program that 
has won only 14 games since its last win- 
ning season in 1995, but several signs 
suggest it’s possible. 

Supporters have come through with 
funds to put a new face on the program. 
The football complex and locker room are 
now dressed out in school colors, with 
new paint, carpet and furniture. 

“Those are little things, but | actually had 
a fifth-year senior tell me about the locker 
room, ‘Coach, we just feel better getting 
dressed for practice,’” Bustle said, “There's 
amore positive feeling around here.” 

Bustle inherits 18 retuming starters from. 
a team that showed signs of life last season. 


RAGIN’ CAJUNS 


on offense, especially on O+ine; tough 
linebackers who can run. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Lack of overall 


talent, depth and size, particularly on both 
lines; lack of proven running game; ridicu- 
lously tough non-conference schedule, 
OVERVIEW: The Cajuns have talent in 
spots, Bustle’s arrival should make them 
tougher and more disciplined and could 
lead to another win or two, but he'll need 
time to build a Sun Belt title contender. 


AJUNS 


He sees reasons to think the Ragin’ Cajuns 
can soon be competitive in the Sun Belt. 
“We've found that we have some play- 
ers who run well, especially some of our 
skill players,” Bustle said. “We had some 
outstanding defenses at Virginia Tech, and 
they weren't always big, but they could flat- 


out run, We've got some of those people.” 

With the return of linebackers Ross 
Brupbacher and Marrious Berry, corner- 
back Charles Tillman and noseguard Wal- 
ter Sampson, Bustle says the Cajuns have 
acchance to be even better than the unit 
that was second in the league in total 
defense last season. 

Offensively, the Cajuns return one of 
the Sun Belt’s best passing combinations. 
Junior quarterback Jon Van Cleave passed 
for 2,499 yards and 14 touchdowns last 
fall and senior receiver Nick Dugas caught 
60 passes for 616 yards. The Cajuns, how- 
ever, are seeking better balance. 

“We worked really hard on that in the 
spring,” Bustle said, “They proved they 
could throw the ball here last year — they 
threw it about every down — but we need 
some guys who can come off the ball and 
hit people in the mouth. We'll still be able to 
throw the ball, but we're trying to establish 
some toughness on both sides of the ball.” 

Most likely to benefit from that com- 
mitment is Jerome Coleman, a 6-1, 
232-pound senior tailback who rushed for 
625 yards and 10 touchdowns last year. 

“Jerome is a big, strong back,” Bustle 
said. “He's not real quick, but he can 
move the pile and we need some of that.” 

Bustle’s Virginia Tech experience also 
will influence the special teams, which will 
become a higher priority. 

The Cajuns need all the help they can 
get against a rugged schedule that includes 
non-conference games against Texas A&M, 
Minnesota, LSU and Arkansas. Those games 
are remnants of a past scheduling philoso- 
phy that will change under Bustle, but for 
now it’s a tough hand to play. 

— Richard Scott 


208 Linoy’s FoorBalL ANNUALS 


2002 


LOUISIANA-MONROE 


vi INDIANS 


hroughout his first three years at 
T Louisiana-Monroe, coach Bobby 
Keasler has had to feed his bosses, 
fans and players a steady diet of patience 
and persistence. 
“We've suffered a lot of growing pains,” 
Keasler said. “We've been so young the last 


three years that it's been tough to be com- 
petitive. When we came here we brought in 
a lot of young guys and these guys have 
been through some tough times and cone 
@ lot of growing up. Well, they're still with 
us and | feel like we're making headway. 

“We're not up to the 85-scholarship 
limit, but we're getting closer, We've been 
building up to get to this point, and some 
maturing Is finally coming.” 

With the return of nine starters on 
offense, 10 on defense and 54 lettermen, 
Keasler hopes experience will lead to 
much-needed wins for a program that has 
gone 3-19 over the past two seasons. 

“We need to start on a positive note, 
and I think our players fee! good about 
their chances of doing that,” Keasler said, 
“They know they've paid their price since 
they've been here, and we feel like we're 
going to be competitive in the Sun Belt 
Conference race this year, That's our goal, 
to win a championship here.” 

The Indians will have to get past Middle 
Tennessee, North Texas, New Mexico State, 
Idaho and Loulsiana-Lafayette to win the 
league title, but even a winning season 
would be a big step in the right direction, 

The Indians went 2-9 last year and lost 
starting quarterback Andy Chance to a series 
of concussions, so they'll start over this sea- 
son with a new offensive coordinator, a new 
offense, a new offensive line coach and 
anew quarterback. Offensive coordinator 
Tommy Condell has installed a two-back 
offense designed to improve a running 
game that finished last nationally in 2001. 

“Going through spring we were more 
physical and stronger and tougher,” 
Keasler said. “We rushed the ball well in 
the spring against a good defense.” 


The beneficiary of the new run empha- 
sis will most likely be senior tailbacks Ivory 
Brown and Bryant Jacobs, but the real key 
to the offense will be an offensive line that 
returns four starters from last year, 

The line also welcomes back tackle 
Larry Pink, a 2001 preseason all-league 


Indians Faring Better at Numbers Game 


choice who suffered a season-ending 
injury In preseason practice last August. 

The Indians allowed 50 sacks two 
years ago with a line comprised mostly of 
redshirt freshmen. The line cut its sack 
total to 25 in 2001, 

“We're finally building some depth on 
the line,” Keasler sald, "so we feel like we're 
going to be real solid. We've got some guys 
who have been through the battles,” 

If the line and the running game can 
offer support, and wide receiver Mack Vin- 
cent and tight end Ben Wright continue to 
Improve, life should be easier for the quar- 
terbacks in 2002. Unfortunately, they don't 
have any proven candidates, so they'll have 
to choose between Adam Gatlin, a sopho- 
More who sat out last year with academic 
deficiencies after redshirting in 2000, or 
Daniel DaPrato, a junior college transfer. 

“Gatlin has the stronger arm at this 
point and he could be a big-play quarter- 
back, and DaPrato is real smart and just 
gets the job done,” Keasler said. “They're 


INDIANS 


2001: 2-9 overall; 2-4 Sun Belt (4th) 

GOAGCH: Bobby Keasler — At ULM; 8-25, 
3 years; Overall; 86-57-2, 12 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 9 offense, 
10 defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 18s Maurice Son- 
nier and John Winchester, FS Chris Harris, 
OT Larry Pink, WR Mack Vincent, TE Ben 
Wright 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Improving 
depth and returning experience on both 
sides of the ball, especially on the offensive 


both real competitors.” 

The defense played better than 
Louisiana-Monroe’s overall record the 
Past two seasons, but with so little offen- 
sive support it struggled to keep the Indi- 
ans in games. If the offensive line and the 
running game do their part, the defense 


should be even better with the return of 
linebackers Maurice Sonnier and John 
Winchester, free safety Chris Harris and 
defensive end John Thompson. 

“We feel like we can run with anyone 
In the conference,” Keasler said. 

Such confidence Is definitely some- 
thing new for a program that has climbed 
a steep hill In recent years, and it will 
likely take hits with road trips to Kansas 
State, Mississippi State and Auburn. But at 
least It's based on an Improving founda- 
tlon of fourth- and fifth-year players that 
should give the Indians a chance to be 
more competitive in the conference. 

“feel a lot better going into this year 
than | did the last couple of years,” Keasler 
sald, “We needed to recruit, get bigger and 
stronger, grow up and stay together, and 
that's what these players have done. | think 
that gives us a chance.” 

— Richard Scott 


line; two of the Sun Belt’s better linebackers. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Even with all 
that returning experience, still only 13 
seniors; lack of proven playmakers at quar- 
terback and running back; running back 
hasn't been productive past two seasons. 
OVERVIEW: The Indians are in better shape 
than they've been in years, with returning 
depth and experience. However, they still 
have a lot of questions to answer on 
offense and could be another year away 
from joining the hunt for the Sun Belt title. 
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LOUISIANA TECH 


ULLDOGS 


efore last season, Jack Bicknell Ill 
B=. critics wondered if Louisiana 
Tech had done the right thing by 
joining the Western Athletic Conference. 
The Bulldogs’ coach also knew there 


was only one way to find out. 
“Last year | was concerned about 


whether we could play in that league,” 
Bicknell said. “All we could do was go out 
and win and prove we belonged.” 

After years of playing as an Indepen- 
dent and seeing their best seasons go 
unrewarded, the Bulldogs went 7-5, won 
the WAC and secured a trip to the 
Humanitarian Bowl. 

“| think we showed it was a good fit,” 
Bicknell said. “We had a lot of close 
games, but we still won the whole thing.” 

Can they do it again? 

“That's a whole new problem,” Bick- 
nell said, “We won't be sneaking up on 
anybody, so everyone will be looking at 
‘our game as a big game, so it will be 
a challenge to stay on top.” 

Meeting that challenge will be possi- 
ble with a team that returns 17 starters, 
including eight on offense, seven on 
defense, and a new-found confidence. 

“We were coming off a year when we 


200): 7-5 overall; 7-1 WAC (Ist) 

GOAGH: Jack Bicknell Ill —At Louisiana 
Tech and Overall: 21-26, 4 years 

RETURNING STARTERS; 17; 8 offense, 
7 defense, kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Luke 
McCown, RB Joe Smith, RB Ralph Davis, 
DEs Brandon Avance and Carlin Thomas, SS 
Michael John Lenard, CB Willie Sheppard 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Talented quar- 
terback is a good fit for wide-open 
offense; tough RB brings balance to 


finished 3-9, so that shook our confidence 
a little bit,” Bicknell said. “Plus, we were 
hungry to be in the league, because we 
had been through some tough times — 
especially the fifth-year seniors, because 
they had two really good seasons and not 
been to bowls. Then to win the league, 


I can see a difference — in the way they 
work out, in the way they practice.” 

One thing the Bulldogs won't change 
is their wide-open offense, which aver- 
aged 34.7 points and 313 passing yards 
last fall. With the return of junior quarter- 
back Luke McCown (3,337 yards, 28 TDs), 
running back Joe Smith (874 yards, 5.1 
yards per carry) and 18 scholarship play- 
ers finally bringing much-needed offensive 
line depth, the Bulldogs look dangerous. 

They'll still have to find some 
receivers to replace Delwyn Daigre and 
John Simon, who combined to account for 
513 catches, 5,962 yards and 37 touch- 
downs in their college careers. 

The most likely candidates to catch all 
those passes in Tech's offense are juniors 
DJ. Curry, Erick Franklin and Tramissian 
Davis, sophomore Danny Wilson and red- 
shirt freshman Freddie King. 

“These are guys who have an opportu- 
nity to be as good as the players we've had, 
but we haven't got the experience we've 


returning experience in front seven; qual- 
ity kicker and punter, 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: If WAC oppo- 
nents didn’t take Tech seriously in ‘01, 
they will in (02; WRs are talented but 
unproven; defense must replace some key 
losses, especially at FS. 

OVERVIEW: Who's laughing now about 
Tech joining the WAC? IF the Bulldogs 
won the WAC last year with a younger 
team, they can win it again this year with 
amore experienced team. 


offense; improved depth on O-line; 
—— ——$$$——— 


TE 


Bulldogs Enjoying WAC Life 


had the past two years,” Bicknell said. 
Another key for the offense will be 
avoiding tumovers. The Bulldogs turned the 
ball over 42 times with a young team in 
2000, but cut that to 26 last fall. Fourteen 
of those were McCown interceptions, but 
Bicknell expects that number to drop again. 


“Quarterback is critical for us because 
we throw the ball so much, so he's got to 
be smart about taking care of the balll,” Bick- 
nell said, “There’s no question he’s a good 
quarterback. | think he'll have a great year 
for us.” 

Bicknell is hoping for the same results 
from a defense that is undergoing a change 
of approach and leadership. New defensive 
coordinator Rick Smith moved Tech from 
a 3-4 front to a 4-3, 

“Rick's been around for awhile and 
really knows what he's doing,” Bicknell 
said, “As we analyzed our defense last 
year, we had our best success against the 
run when we got into the 4-3.” 

Stopping the run would be a lot easier 
if the Bulldogs didn’t have to replace 
three of their best defensive players: rover 
Bobby Gray, safety Quincy Davis and cor- 
nerback Jason Olford. 

“That's going to be tough. | think 
everybody's going to have to replace 
them,” Bicknell said. 

Despite the losses, the Bulldogs still 
have reasons to be pumped about their 
defense. Coaches are excited about safety 
Michael Johnson, comerback Corey Brazil and 
ends Brandon Avance and Carlin Thomas. 

Add those offensive and defensive 
plusses to the return of kicker Josh Scobee 
(a Groza semifinalist), and solid punter 
Dustin Upton, and it’s no wonder the Bull- 
dogs are confident about another title run. 

“We feel good about our chances,” 
Bicknell said. “I feel like we've proven we 
belong in the WAC, but now we've got to 
go out and prove ourselves all over again 
and show last year wasn’t a one-year 
deal.” 

— Richard Scott 
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MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


*? BLUE RAIDERS 


hen Middle Tennessee entered 
Division I-A in 1999, the move 
barely registered a blip on the 


college football radar. The Blue Raiders 
then proceeded to sneak under the radar, 
moving from 3-8 to 6-5 to 8-3 in just three 
years to become the kind of team estab- 


lished programs would rather avoid. 

For all the Blue Raiders’ accomplish- 
ments there are still goals. After going 5-1 
in their first year in the Sun Belt Confer- 
ence and sharing the league title with 
North Texas, the next steps are obvious. 

“We've still got a lot to do,” coach 
Andy McCollum said. “We still haven't 
been to a bowl game yet. We still haven't 
won the championship outright. In the 
long term, one day we'd also like to be 
aTop 25 program.” 

A 24-21 loss at North Texas pre- 
vented an outright championship and 
a trip to the inaugural New Orleans Bowl 
last year, even though the Raiders were 
the dominant team in the league. 

North Texas returns a strong core of 
players, but the Blue Raiders return 16 
starters and several experienced backups. 

“Maybe you should pick North Texas — 
we haven't beat them yet,” McCollum said, 
laughing. “No, | like the players we have 
coming back. We lost some key people, but 
we've got a lot of good young ones coming.” 

Achieving the third goal will be tougher 
for the Blue Raiders, who will have to do 
more than win the Sun Belt to capture the 
attention of the national polls. Voters didn’t 
notice when Middle Tennessee opened 
2001 with a 37-28 win at Vanderbilt, but 
the Blue Raiders could make a more dra- 
matic impression this season with a win or 
two against a non-conference schedule that 
opens with games at Alabama, Tennessee 
and Kentucky. Middle Tennessee also 
retums to Vanderbilt on Oct. 12. 

“We have a tough road ahead of us,” 
McCollum said, “but we've improved our 


recruiting each season and people are start- 
ing to recognize Middle Tennessee and 
we're starting to gain a little respect. We've 
just got to keep fighting and scratching.” 
To win those fights, Middle Tennessee 
will have to continue to improve on 
defense. Scoring points has rarely been 


Blue Raiders Hope Next Step is Bowl Game 


a problem for the Blue Raiders, but the 
defense hasn't improved at the same pace. 

The defense retums six starters, and 
McCollum is optimistic about the potential. 

There's little reason to think the offense 
will not continue to be among the nation’s 
most prolific. The Blue Raiders lost quarter- 
backs Wes Counts and Jason Johnson from 
a group that finished fifth in the nation in 
total offense, but McCollum is excited about 
juco transfer Andrico Hines, a 6-3, 220- 
Pound junior who redshirted last year, and 
redshirt freshman Andre Green. 

The new quarterbacks will have to do 
without Kendall Newson, the team’s all-time 
receiving leader. Many retuming receivers 
have experience and/or talent, especially 
seniors Tyrone Calico and David Youell and 
juniors Hashem Joyner and Kerry Wright. 

The passing game will benefit from the 
retum of senior tailback Dwone Hicks, who 
passed up a shot at the NFL to retum for 


BLUE RAIDERS 


2001: 8-3 overall; 5-1 Sun Belt (F-Ist) 
COACH: Andy McCollum — At Middle Ten- 
nessee and overall: 17-16, 3 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: (6; 8 offense, 
6 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATEH: RB Dwone Hicks, 
WRs Tyrone Calico and David Youell, OT 
Brandon Westbrook, FS Michael Woods, 
OLB Brandon Lynch, DE Curtis Daniely 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Improving 
depth, talent and experience through- 
out the depth chart; outstanding offen- 
sive skill players and an experienced 


a chance at postseason honors after rushing 
for 39 scores and more than 2,400 yards 
the past two seasons. Even with a web site, 
www.hicks4heisman.com, and jersey 
change from 33 to 4, Hicks remains the 
darkest of Heisman horses. Still, any national 
exposure should be good for the program. 


“I think that the more success that the 
team has, the better opportunity it would 
be for Dwone,” McCollum said. “He is 
very deserving. He has been here for 
three years and had three really good 
years. He is working just as hard now as 
he was two years ago, but that's just the 
type of person he is.” 

Hicks averaged six yards a carry last 
year behind an offensive line with four new 
starters, so don’t be surprised if he’s better 
this season with an offensive line that 
retums all five starters, including first-team 
all-conference tackle Brandon Westbrook. 

“The line is sort of like the rest of the 
team,” McCollum said. “We've got a lot of 
players coming back there, so we feel like 
we'll be deeper and more experienced and 
better than we were last year.” 

— Richard Scott 


offensive line; improvements at defen- 

sive line and secondary. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 08s are inex- 
perienced and unproven, and big keys 
to MT’s wide-open offense; secondary 
still has a lot to prove; tough non-con- 
ference schedule. 

OVERVIEW: Doni be surprised if the Blue 

Raiders win two games against SEC oppo- 

nents, but the real prize is the Sun Belt 

title and a bowl game. They came up one 
game short last year, but won't likely 
make that mistake again. 
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outh Florida’s first -A season was 
S™= too successful. 

Instead of the expected growing 
pains, the Bulls went 8-3 and defeated 
five I-A schools in the process, including 
Pittsburgh and Houston. 

That success is bound to stick in peo- 


ple's minds when looking for up-and- 
coming coaches, Jim Leavitt, who has 
been at USF for the five years the program 
has been around, surfaced as a top candi- 
date at Kansas and Indiana. Both schools 
went elsewhere, but Leavitt's ascension 
says plenty about USF. 

“We want to do everything we can to 
continue to have Coach Leavitt as our head 
coach because he has clone an outstanding 
job,” AD Lee Roy Selmon said. “He's cer- 
tainly earned the interest that people 
around the country are showing him.” 

This year's schedule affords Leavitt more 
opportunities to showcase what he’s done in 
Tampa. The Bulls visit Oklahoma, Arkansas 
and East Carolina and will host future Confer- 
ence USA rivals Southern Miss and Memphis 
in their final season as an Independent. 

The visit to Norman gives Selmon 
a chance to get back to OU, where he 


2001: 8-3 
COACH: Jim Leavitt - At South Florida and 
overall: 35-20, 5 years 


8 defense, punter, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: O8 Marque! 
Blackwell, RB Clenton Crossley, WR Huey 
Whittaker, WR/PR DeAndrew Rubin, 
LB Kawika Mitchell, DE Chris Daley, 
FS JR, Reed, K Santiago Gramatica 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Blackwell is 
dangerous. His ability to move and find 
receivers is important, especially with 


RETURNING STARTERS: 18: 8 offense, 


a suspect offensive line. The team is deep 


starred as a defensive lineman from 1973- 

75. It also allows his son, Lee Roy Jr., 

a defensive tackle for the Bulls, to play on 

the same field as his father and two uncles. 
It also reunites Leavitt with Bob 

Stoops, with whom he served as co- 

defensive coordinator at Kansas State. 


“We're playing some of the best 
teams in the country and we have said 
from the very start that we are going to 
be ambitious with our football program,” 
Leavitt said. “I'm really excited about this 
schedule and I'm looking forward to it.” 

Leavitt takes on the ambitious slate 
armed with senior quarterback Marquel 
Blackwell, who retums as the school's all- 
time leading passer. Blackwell threw for 
2,882 yards and 20 touchdowns last season 
while running for nine scores. 

Blackwell will command an offense 
that returns eight starters, including 6-5 
Huey Whittaker, a possession receiver 
who paced USF last year with 52 catches, 
The Bulls like to throw and have assem- 
bled an impressive group of receivers. 

Redshirt freshman Joe Bain moved to 
second on the depth chart in the spring, 
but seniors Hugh Smith, DeAndrew Rubin 
and Ryan Hearn, junior Chris Iskra and 
redshirt freshman Bruce Gipson will get 


and talented at skill positions. Mitchell 
covers the field from sideline-to-sideline 
and is a stopper in the middle. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The young 
Oline has to create enough time for 
Blackwell. If he’s injured, there's no 
proven backup. Without pressure on 
opposing quarterbacks, the defense is 
going to give up plenty of points. 
OVERVIEW: Replicating last year's win total 
can't be expected, but getting the young 
players experience against some of the 
country’s best should prove invaluable in 
years to come, 


chances to catch passes. 

Sophomore Clenton Crossley and 
junior Quinton Callum are back to share the 
running back duties, though they'll have to 
hold off Georgia transfer DeJuan Green, 
junior Vince Brewer and redshirt freshmen 
Charlie Ross and Brian Fisher. Leavitt tried 


to alleviate the logjam in the spring by 
looking at some of the backs on defense. 

The Bulls will be young up front. USF 
had to replace both starting guards and 
tackle Mike Snellgrove, who suffered 
acareer-ending neck injury. Sophomore 
Shelly Houston and redshirt freshman Chris 
Carothers are the favorites to fill the guard 
slots. Junior Derrick Sarosi will be joined by 
sophomore Levi Newton at tackle and 
sophomore Alex Herron at center. 

Any talk of the defense has to start 
with middle linebacker Kawika Mitchell. 
A transfer from Georgia, he has enjoyed 
an exceptional USF career and appears to 
be emerging as a pro prospect. He'll be 
flanked by junior Maurice Jones and con- 
verted running back Courtney Davenport, 

Up front, seniors Greg Walls and 
Tavares Jurineack return as starting tackles, 
but Lee Roy Selmon Jr., will see a lot of 
action. Chris Daley led the Bulls with 9.5 
sacks last year and returns at left end. 
Juniors Cedric Battles and Shurron Pierson 
form a solid tandem on the right side. 

Junior J.R. Reed leads the secondary, 
coming off a superb season when he led 
the Bulls in interceptions. Classmate Kevin 
Verpaele is the favorite to start at strong 
safety. Senior Maurice Tucker, a transfer 
from Indiana, will start at one corner, with 
juniors Ron Hemingway and Kenny Robin- 
son competing for the other spot with red- 
shirt freshman D'Juan Brown. 

USF was sound on special teams last 
year and should enjoy similar success with 
Rubin and Callum returning kicks. Punter 
Devin Sanderson returns for his senior sea- 
son, but there are questions surrounding 
the kicking game due to injuries. 

—Tony Mejia 
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ne of these days, the Sun Belt 
Ovrens will invite Troy State 
to join as a football member. 

On that day, Troy State coach Larry 
Blakeney will breathe a sigh of relief, tear up 
his future schedules and take a break from 
the road trials that have marked Troy State's 


TROY STATE 


TROJANS 


Sophomore Hansell Bearcen used the 
spring to show he’s capable of being the 
quarterback, but he'll be challenged by JC 
transfer and former UNLV starter Matt Ray. 

“We've been grooming him for the job 
and he had a decent spring against a good 
defense,” Blakeney said of Bearden, “He 


Blakeney Seeks. 


path from Division I-AA power to Division 
I-A independent. 

Until then, the Trojans will keep play- 
ing games that would scare many teams 
away from major-college football. 

Last year, Troy State played at Nebraska, 
Miami and Maryland — three teams that 
combined to win 33 games — and even 
won 21-9 at Mississippi State, The Trojans 
also defeated Sun Belt champion North 
Texas, and finished with a 7-4 record, 

This year's team will go on the road 
against three Big 12 teams (Nebraska, lowa 
State, Missouri), two SEC teams (Missis- 
sippi State, Arkansas), a Conference USA 
team (UAB) and the dominant team in the 
Mid-American Conference (Marshall). 

“It's by far the hardest schedule in our 
history,” said Blakeney, who enters his 
12th season at Troy State. “It shows the 
seriousness of our desire to get into some 
sort of conference affiliation. 

“The hardest part of the transition to 
I-A Is the scheduling. You want to make 
sure you play some money games for 
a big guarantee, but you also want to play 
a few home games. It's a tough balance.” 

While the athletic department tries to 
maintain schedule balance, Blakeney must 
build the foundation that will make Troy 
State viable, The return of 19 starters — 
nine on offense, eight on defense, two 
kicking specialists — will make that more 
realistic, but the Trojans also have to make 
up for the loss of two key players. 

Tailback Demontray Carter led the Tro- 
jans with 1,600 yards and 17 touchdowns 
the past two seasons. 

Quarterback Brock Nutter finished as 
Troy State's all-time leader in passing 
yards, attempts and completions. 


played in almost every game last year and 
did some good things.” 

Three running backs will attempt to 
replace Carter, Two of those, senior LeBar- 
ron Black and junior DeWhitt Betterson, are 
bigger and stronger, capable of grinding 
out yards between the tackles. The third, 
sophomore Jermaine Richardson, resembles 
Carter in size and quickness and comes 
from the same hometown of Pensacola, Fla. 

Fortunately for the new quarterbacks 
and running backs, they will be working 
with an offensive line that returns intact, 
and an experienced group of receivers, 

Senior Heyward Skipper is back after 
leading Troy State with 60 catches, 995 
yards and nine touchdowns in 2001, and 
he'll be joined by senior Drew Amerson, 
a Division I-AA All-American who trans- 
ferred from Cal State Northridge. 

The defense returns three of the four 
defensive line starters and the entire sec- 
ondary, including pro prospect Rayshun 


TROJANS 


| 2001: 7-4 
| COACH: Larry Blakeney — At Troy State and 
overall: 98-34-1, 11 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 19: 9 offense, 
8 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: Ws Heyward 
| Skipper and Drew Amerson, CB Rayshun 
Reed, DE Osi Umenyiora, DT Davern 
Williams 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Experience on 
both lines; talent and experience at 
receiver and defensive back; resilient 


Reed at cornerback, The Trojans did lose 
three linebackers, but the coaches are partic- 
ularly excited about redshirt junior Xavien 
Moore, who played tailback in high school 
and fullback in junior college. 

“He's probably the strongest and 
fastest guy on our team and really had 


a good spring,” Blakeney said. “If we can 
find a couple of linebackers, we'll be 
pretty tough on defense.” 

A tough defense would give them 
a chance to pull off an upset or two against 
the power conferences. 

“Our slogan last year was credibility at 
the least, shock the world at the most,” 
Blakeney said. “Beating an SEC team by 
winning at Mississippi State was pretty 
shocking, and we had our moments against 
three of the best teams in the nation in 
Miami, Nebraska and Maryland. So we did. 
gain some credibility and exposure. 

“IF we had been scared to play those 
teams, we wouldn't have gotten any expo- 
sure, we wouldn't have eared any credibil- 
ity, and we certainly wouldn’t have been 
able to shock the world. We've started our 
trek to be a I-A program and that's the best 
thing this program can do for our university.” 

— Richard Scott 


attitude toward demanding schedule. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Last year's 
schedule was tough enough, but this 
year's is loaded with trouble ~ particularly 
with a lack of experience at quarterback 
and linebacker. The program is still build- 
ing depth and numbers. 

OVERVIEW: Troy State earned respect last 
year by beating Mississippi State and play- 
ing Miami and Nebraska tough. The Tro- 
Jans could earn more this season with 
an upset or two. 
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he beautiful part about college foot- 
ball is there is always something to 


look forward to. 

A team like the Green Wave, coming 
off a 3-9 season with only one conference 
victory, gets to wipe the slate clean. 

Lose your best player, quarterback 


Patrick Ramsey, as a first-round draft pick 
of the NFL’s Washington Redskins? Well, 
Ramsey's replacement, junior J.P. Losman, 
is a former California prep star who was 
originally a highly touted UCLA recruit. 
Despite battling a knee injury half of last 
year, Losman threw for 384 yards and three 
touchdowns in his lone start against Army, 
and for the season completed 31 of 49 
passes for 487 yards and four touchdowns. 
There is still a long way to go to fill 
the shoes of Ramsey, who threw for 2,935 
and 22 touchdowns last season, but Los- 
man has plenty of help in the backfield. 
Mewelde Moore is coming off a sea- 
son in which he became the first running 
back in NCAA history to rush for over 
1,250 yards (1,421 and eight touch- 
downs) and catch more than 60 passes 


2001: 3-9 overall; 1-6 CUSA (9th) 

COACH: Chris Scelfo —At Tulane and 
overall: 13-22, 3 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 6; 6 offense, 
9 defense, kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Mewelde 
Moore, K Seth Marler, SS Adrian Mitchell, 
WR Roydell Williams, QB J.P. Losman, 
DE Floyd Dorsey 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Moore and 
Losman should help the Green Wave 
score enough points to keep Tulane in 

games. Veteran defensive line returns all 

four starters and is led by senior end 

Kenan Blackmon. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive 


OVERVIEW: If Tulane's defense allows 


(65 for 756 yards and seven touchdowns). 
The 6-1, 203-pound junior finished third 
in the nation with 2,259 all-purpose 
yards, broke the school record for season 
tushing yards and set the C-USA mark for 
rushing and all-purpose yards in a season. 
And that was after playing summer 


Riding A Wave of Optimism 


minor league ball for the San Diego Padres. 

“I want my son to be like Mewelde,” 
Tulane running backs coach Greg Davis 
said. “He's even a better person than he is 
a football player. He comes from a 
tremendous family and has a great work 
ethic. It’s amazing how hard he works. 

“I coached Ricky Williams when | was 
at Texas, and he did what Mewelde does. 
No matter where they are on the field in 
practice, when they run the ball they run 
to the end zone because they want to 
score every time they touch the ball.” 

“It's amazing how he does it all,” 
Tulane head coach Chris Scelfo said. 

“He handles his business in the classroom, 
plays summer league baseball and is a great 
leader for us. He's got his life in order.” 

“We weren't sure how Mewelde 
would be when he got back here for two- 
a-days, but he was quicker and hadn't lost 


GREEN WAVE 


line is as green as Tulane’s home jerseys. 
Senior right guard Seth Zaunbrecher is 
the only returning starter. Experienced 
but shaky defense must improve on 495 
points allowed last season. 


points like it did a year ago, it won't mat- 
ter how many yards Moore runs for, how 
many field goals Marler kicks or how 
many touchdown passes Losman throws. 
If the Green Wave can keep the score- 
board from going bananas game after 
game, Tulane has a chance to win more 
than it loses. 


any weight,” Davis said. “He had about 
4.9 percent body fat and did a lot of 
pushups and running in the summer.” 
Switching gears from baseball to foot- 
ball isn’t a big deal for Moore. 
“I like both and it isn’t a big adjust- 
ment,” said Moore, the 109th choice in 


the 2000 amateur baseball draft. “It’s all 
about using your God-given talent and 
using your techniques. Working hard is 
the key because there is always someone 
working as hard or more than you are.” 

Moore will likely get as much work as 
he can handle as he and Losman won't 
have much breathing room playing 
behind a young group of linemen. 

The line returns one starter, senior right 
guard Seth Zaunbrecher, and has only one 
other senior, left guard Derick Bugg, among 
its two-deep depth chart. Freshman Chris 
McGee is slated to protect Losman’s blind 
side as the starting left tackle. 

“The biggest challenge has been the 
generation gap we're facing on the offen- 
sive line,” Scelfo said. 

Biggest challenge? Maybe. But hardly 
the only one for the Green Wave. 

The defense retums 12 players who 
started significantly last season, but that's 
from a unit that surrendered a conference- 
worst 495 points. The strength lies in 
a defensive line that retums all four starters 
and is led by senior end Kenan Blackmon. 
Seniors Floyd Dorsey and Roxie Shelvin 
retum at end and tackle, and sophomore 
tackle Wallace Mateen is back, too. 

The front four better get to the quar- 
terback quickly, because there are only 
two seniors among the seven players 
behind them. It will be up to new defen- 
sive coordinator Eric Schumann to 
squeeze more out of nearly the same 
personnel that was routinely torched 
last season. 

If not, finding things to look forward to 
will become an increasingly difficult task for 
the Green Wave as the season rolls on. 

— Robert Wilson 


214 Linoy’s FoorTsatt ANNUALS 


2002 


‘son Brown has viewed his defense with 

approval and confidence. Now, after 
losing nine starters and 11 seniors from one 
of the nation’s top defenses, it wouldn't be 
surprising if Brown viewed his defense with 
concern and suspicion. 


F or the past two years, UAB coach Wat- 


The real surprise is that Brown doesn't 
seem worried about his defense. Or his 
offense. Or the direction of his program, 
which has won 13 games and eight Confer- 
ence USA games the past two years. 

“I think we're more talented on defense 
than we were three years ago when all those 
players we lost were getting started,” Brown 
said. “We'll be better on offense, younger on 
defense, solic in the kicking game. We'll be 
a deeper team, a more athletic team, and 
probably a team that will be more fun to 
watch play because we can run well.” 

Brown doesn’t expect fellow C-USA 
coaches to pick the Blazers high in presea- 
son rankings, and he'll be the first to admit 
they aren't loaded with recognizable names 
and honors candidates. 

But even though the names have 
changed, UAB's goals have not. The Blazers 
are still playing for a shot at the conference 
championship and a bowl, as well as for 
respect and credibility. 

“We won't be picked by people to fin- 
ish up very high because they don’t know 
our players, but I know we've got good 
players,” Brown said. “So we'll have the 
same goals we've always had.” 

The goal on offense will be to improve 
after finishing eighth in the conference with 
only 24 points per game last year. The first 
step will be to establish balance by improv- 
ing a passing game that finished last in 
C-USA with only 142 yards per game. 

“We'll be a whole lot better on 
offense,” Brown said. “Last year we didn’t 
have any experience, but this year we'll be 
a lot more experienced. And I think we'll be 
more balanced.” 

For that to happen, UAB will have to 
find an effective passer. Senior quarterback 


Thomas Cox has been a better runner than 
thrower in his playing time the past two 
years, but he led the Blazers to four wins in 
five starts last season. His backup, Darrell 
Hackney, is a passer who Brown said “has 
as much talent as anyone I've ever been 
around,” but he’s just a redshirt freshman. 


Heavy Defensive Losses Don’t Deter Blazers 


If spring practice was an indicator, Cox 
is making enough progress as a passer to 
help UAB find the balance it needs. 

At least Cox won't have to carry the 
offense by himself. All of the top receivers 
retum, including seniors T.J. Simmons and 
Willie Quinnie and sophomores Chico 
Cleveland and Roddy White. 

Retuming experience is also a plus on 
the offensive line, where all but one mem- 
ber of last year’s two-deep retums, includ- 
ing talented sophomore Andy Galloway. 

“We're going to be a more powerful 
offensive team than we've been since I've 
been here,” said Brown, who enters his 
eighth season at UAB. 

The running backs also will add muscle 
to the ground game. Between 6-1, 230- 
pound sophomore Theron Dudley and 
5-11, 240-pound sophomore Kendal Gib- 
son, the Blazers have two bruisers who can 
carry the load. Both will play tailback, but 
sometimes the Blazers will use Gibson at 


‘BODE: 6-5, overall; 5-2 C-USA (T-2nd) 
|| GOABH: Watson Brown — At UAB: 37-39, 
] — 7years; Overall: 69-117-1, 17 years 
12; 8 offense, 
| 2defense, kicker, punter 


] PLAYERS 'TO WATCH: OG Andy Gal- 
loway, RBs Theron Dudley and Kendal 
Gibson, DT James Malone, FS Chris 
Brown, CBs Dio Hill and Carlos Hendrick 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Returning expe- 
rience on offense; returning experience in 
kicking game; increased speed on 


fullback to get them in together. 

The running game will be bolstered by 
Michael Pittman, a 230-pound fullback, and 
tight ends Sam Dudley, a 6-3, 265-pound 
sophomore; Cedric Hampton, a 6-4, 275- 
pound redshirt freshman; and Lynorse Gar- 
rett, a 6-5, 215-pound sophomore. 


While the offense almost has to be bet- 
ter with so many returning players, the 
defense will have to grow up quickly to 
even resemble last year’s unit, which led 
the nation against the rush and was fifth in 
total defense. 

“I think we're going to be a good 
defensive team,” Brown said. “Maybe not 
as good as last year, but we're going to be 
good.” 

Brown is counting on retuming veter- 
ans such as tackle James Malone, ends Has- 
san McKeithen and Marvin Nickson, free 
safety Chris Brown and comerbacks Dio Hill 
and Carlos Hendrick to lead the way. 

“Everybody else is either young or 
hasn't played very much,” Brown said, 
noting a group of fine young linemen 
he’s expecting big things from. “I'm 
excited about them, but it's going to 
take time.” 

— Richard Scott 


defense; improving depth and talent. 

's Lack of experi- 
ence throughout most of defense; 
unproven passing game; schedule that 
includes Florida, Pittsburgh, Louis 
Southern Miss and East Carolina. 

OVERVIEW: It will be easy to write off the 
Blazers this season, but if the passing 
game improves, the offense does more to 
help the defense and the young defense 
grows up quickly, the Blazers could scare 
up another winning season. 
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Can Louisville three-peat? 


ouisville coach John L. Smith is trying. 
Really trying. 
He's trying to sell the idea that 
Louisville shouldn't be the favorite to win a third 
consecutive Conference USA championship. 

It doesn’t help his pitch that his Cardi- 
nals return the C-USA offensive and defen- 
sive players of the year, and the core of 
a team that went 11-2 last fall and won the 
Liberty Bowl. 

“If people are picking us, that shows 
how stupid they are,” he says. “Here's the 
deal: to win it two times in a row is highly 
unlikely. To win it three times in a row is 
almost impossible. So you know that's not 
going to happen, right? I'm just talking about 
the law of averages.” 

Finally, he pauses and adds, “You're not 
buying that one, are you?” 

Nope. Not this year. And neither is the 
rest of the conference. 

“You have to go with Louisville,” offered 
East Carolina coach Steve Logan, “because 
they've got a lot of guys coming back and 
they've done it the last two years.” 

Southern Miss coach Jeff Bower said 
flatly, “There’s no question Louisville is the 
team to beat.” 

The Cardinals return 17 starters, led by 
quarterback Dave Ragone — the two-time 
C-USA Offensive Player of the Year — and 
defensive end Dewayne White, last year's 
conference Defensive Player of the Year. 


C-USA Picks 


1, LOUISVILLE 


White is joined by nine defensive teammates 
with starting experience. 

“You look back at the short history of 
Conference USA and the winner is usually the 
team that ends up with a quarterback who is 
a big-time producer in crunch time and also 
plays great defense,” Cincinnati coach Rick 
Minter said. “People pay so much attention 
to their offense, but they've won the past two 
years because of their defense. They've 
become an outstanding defensive team. 

Now they've got the best of both worlds.” 

Despite Louisville's obvious plusses, 
even the Cardinals have their share of ques- 
tions to answer, especially on offense as they 
attempt to replace standout receivers and 
linemen. Plus, the rest of the conference isn’t 
likely to lie down and let Louisville win the 
conference without a fight. 

Cincinnati returns quarterback Gino 
Guidugli, the C-USA Freshman of the Year, 
as well as eight offensive starters, eight 
defensive starters and kicker Jonathan Ruffin. 

TCU has 15 starters — including receivers 
Adrian Madise and LaTarence Dunbar and the 
core of a strong defense — back from last sea- 
son's surprising late-season run to a bowl game. 

Southern Miss will be tough on defense, 
as usual. The expected return of tailback Der- 
tick Nix, who missed most of the last two 
seasons with a kidney ailment, could help 
the Golden Eagles compensate for the loss of 
quarterback |eff Kelly. 


Outstanding QB and defense give Cards edge on third straight title. 


2. SOUTHERN MISS 


New QB, but USM can win with stud defense and TB Derrick Nix. 


3. CINCINNATI 


Returning talent, especially at OB, but tough schedule. 


4,100 Excellent WRs and tough D, but Frogs need more from QB and RBs. 


5, EAST CAROLINA 


Losing departed stars will hurt; future stars must grow up quickly. 


6. UAB Blazers will replace key defensive losses with even more talent. 


7. MEMPHIS 


If offense improves, Tigers could challenge for bow! spot. 


8. HOUSTON 


Time for young players to grow up and end 15-game losing streak. 


9, TULANE 


Offense will be fine with new OB, but defense has long way to go. 


10. ARMY 


Lack of proven QB may be too much for Knights to overcome. 


East Carolina lost several key players, 
including quarterback David Garrard, tailback 
Leonard Henry and linebacker Pernell Griffin, but 
the Pirates have some good, young talent, and 
could remain a factor. 

Even Memphis, with eight returning starters 
‘on each side of the ball — and some talented 
young players who saw significant playing time 
last fall — cannot be dismissed in the 2002 con- 
ference race. 

“Cincinnati has a good team, TCU has 
a. good team, Southern Miss will be good again, 
but we'll be a dark-horse candidate this year 
because we're breaking in a new quarterback 
and our defense is still suspect,” Logan said. 
“But there's not a lot of difference in this league 
top to bottom. The league has given everyone 
a chance to have identity and get stronger.” 

Minter pointed to the Southern Miss 
defense as giving the Eagles “a chance to win 
in every game, and | think TCU Is of the same 
mold. East Carolina is perennially a good team, 
and the team that’s coming up is Memphis. 

“Before you know it, we're talking about 
half the league,” the Cincinnati coach said. “Our 
league is continuing to become one of the best 
leagues in the country when it comes to parity, 
being tough top to bottom, You'd better bring 
your lunch bucket every game.” 

That's true even for the rest of the confer- 
ence. UAB lost nine starters off one of the 
nation’s best defenses, but the Blazers have 
recruited well in recent seasons and are striving 
for a third consecutive winning season. 

Tulane and Army return a majority of their 
players from young teams and should be more 
competitive this season, especially on defense. 

Even Houston, with its current 15-game 
losing streak, returns enough young talent to 
show considerable improvement if those young 
players grow up quickly and the mid-year JC 
transfers pay off. 


— Richard Scott 


The BIG/On 


Lindy’s 2002 
ALL-C-USA TEAM 


es 


SEPTEMBER 2 
TCU at Cincinnati 


SEPTEMBER 7 
Tulane at Houston 

Illinois at Southern Miss 
TCU at Northwestern 

E. Carolina at Wake Forest 


SEPTEMBER 14 
West Virginia at Cincinnati 
Memphis at Southern Miss 


SEPTEMBER 21 
Ohio State at Cincinnati 


SEPTEMBER 26 
Florida State at Louisville 


OCTOBER 19 
Cincinnati at Southern Miss 
TCU at Louisville 


OCTOBER 26 
East Carolina at Louisville 


OCTOBER 30 
Southern Miss at TCU 


NOVEMBER 9 
Cincinnati at Louisville 


NOVEMBER 14 
Louisville at Southern Miss 


1.Dave Ragone QB 
2. Dewayne White DE 
3. Antwan Peek DE 


4, Mewelde Moore RB 


5. Gino Guidugli 08 
6. Rod Davis LB 
7. Adrian Madise WR 
8.Greg Brooks = 08 
9. Anthony Floyd FS 
10. LaDaris Vann = WR 


Top 10 NFL Talent 


Tough season opener for two teams with bowl aspirations. 


Good time for Cougars to end extended losing streak. 

Eagles aren't afraid to play (or beat) tough non-league foes. 
Wildcat spread will put Horned Frog defense to the test 
Early-season test gives Pirates shot at redemption for ‘01 loss. 


The kind of key non-conference games C-USA can win. 
Tigers’ chance to show if they can contend in C-USA. 


Buckeyes taking a big chance playing dangerous game at Cincy. 


Think Seminoles have any idea how good Cardinals can be at home? 


Conference race kicks into high gear for pair of contenders. 
Conference race kicks into high gear for pair of contenders, II 


A dangerous opponent in a dangerous spot for Cardinals. 


Winner could do serious damage in conference title race 


Notice how many times Cardinals will be at home for big games? 


Cards finally play tough road game, just where USM wants them. 


Louisville Sr. Big, strong, fast, talented, smart and tough. 

Louisville Jr. Proved toughness by playing through broken hand in ‘01. 
Cincinnati Sr. Pass rush causes constant problems for opposing QBs. 
Tulane dr. Versatile back can run it, catch it or return it. 


Cincinnati So. Not ready to go pro yet, but has outstanding upside 
S.Miss Jr. Three-year starter with 188 tackles past two seasons. 
TCU Sr. JC transfer emerged as big-play receiver last year. 
S.Miss Jr. Covers a lot of ground; 3 Ints, 18 PBUs in ‘01. 
Louisville Sr. Finds the ball and makes the play; 17 career ints. 
Cincinnati Sr. _UC's top career receiver and Guidugli’s go-to uy. 


OFFENSE - First Team 


QB Dave Ragone, Sr. Louisville 
RB Mewelde Moore, Jr. Tulane 
RB __ Dante Brown, Sr. Memphis 
WR LaDaris Vann, Sr. Cincinnati 
WR___ Roydell Williams, Jr. Tulane 
TE Ronnie Ghent, Sr. Louisville 
c Al James, Jr. Houston 
QL — Torrin Tucker, Sr. Southern Miss 
OL Brian Rimpf, Jr. East Carolina 
OL Josh Gardner, Sr. Cincinnati 
OL Kirt Doolin, Sr. Cincinnati 
AP LaTarence Dunbar, Sr. TCU 
PK Seth Marler, Sr. Tulane 


DEFENSE - First Team 


DL__Dewayne White, Jr. Louisville 
DL Antwan Peek, Sr. Cincinnati 
DL Terrell Paul, Jr. Southern Miss 
DL Chad Pugh, Jr. TCU 
LB Rod Davis, Jr. Southern Miss 
LB LaMarcus McDonald, Sr. TCU 
LB John Williamson, Sr. East Carolina 
DB Anthony Floyd, Sr. Louisville 
DB Greg Brooks, Jr. Southern Miss 
DB Hanik Milligan; Sr: Houston 
DB _Jason Goss, Sr. TCU 
P Jarad Preston, Sr. East Carolina 


OFFENSE - Second Team 


QB Gino Guidugli, So. Cincinnati 
RB DeMarco McCleskey, Sr. Cincinnati 
RB___ Derrick Nix, Sr. Southern Miss 
WR. Adrian Madise, Sr. TCU 
WR ___ Brian Robinson, Sr. Houston 
TE Bobby Hoover, So. Tulane 
Cc dimond Pugh, Sr. Memphis 
OL Andy Galloway, So. UAB 
OL Rex Hadnot, Jr. Houston 
OL Wade Smith, Sr. Memphis 
OL Jeremy Bridges, Sr. Southern Miss 
AP. Antoine Harden, Jr. Memphis 
PK Jonathan Ruffin, Sr. Cincinnati 


DEFENSE - Second Team 


DL __ Clarence Holmes, Sr. Army 
DL Rayshun Jones, Sr. Southern Miss 
DL __ Bobby Leffew, So. Louisville 
DL James Malone, Sr. UAB 
LB Michael Brown, Sr. Louisville 
LB Joe Henley, Sr. Southern Miss 
LB Greg Harper, Jr. Memphis 
DB Curry Burns, Sr. Louisville 
DB Doug Monaghan, So. Cincinnati 
DB Marvin Godbolt, So. TCU 
DB _ Ronnie Gallishaw, So. Louisville 

Mark Haulman, Sr. Southern Miss 


League serves its practical purpose 


year ago the coaches of the Sun 
Belt Conference could only guess 
what this new alliance might mean 


for their teams. 

One year later, Sun Belt coaches know 
their conference isn’t exactly the SEC, or even 
Conference USA, but they certainly know 
their programs are better off than they were. 

“It's a good league and it's got a chance 
to keep growing and getting better,” said 
North Texas coach Darrell Dickey. 

“We get hammered because we didn’t 
win a lot of non-conference games, but peo- 
ple have to be realistic and see which teams 
our programs have to play. There are a lot of 
teams out there that aren't beating Okla~ 
homa or Texas or teams like that. But we're 
all having to play those teams because we're 
all pretty much at the same stage, trying to 
make our way in Division I-A.” 

OK, so life in the Sun Belt isn’t exactly 
the fast lane to the Bowl Championship 
Series, but it sure beats trying to survive as 
a Division I-A Independent. Sun Belt mem- 
bership gives each program a more realistic 
schedule and annual rivalries, as well as 
a shot at a conference championship and 
a trip to the New Orleans Bowl. 

No program understands the Sun Belt's 
value more than North Texas. The Mean 
Green, former members of the football- 
defunct Big West, returned to conference play 
last fall and won a share of the first Sun Belt 


Sun Belt Picks 


1, MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


championship, eamed the tie-breaker by beat- 
ing Middle Tennessee 24-21 and received 
a trip to the inaugural New Orleans Bowl. 

Dickey isn’t about to apologize for his 
team’s 5-6 regular season, because the Mean 
Green went 5-1 in the conference and 0-5 
against a non-conference schedule that 
included money games against Texas Christ- 
jan, Oklahoma and Texas Tech. 

“After people around here criticized us 
for so long and said we shouldn't have gone 
Division I-A, we should have stayed I-AA,” 
Dickey said, “We were finally able to say, 
‘Look, we're just getting started and we've 
only been doing this for a few years and we 
just won a conference championship.”” 

The Mean Green returns the core of its 
title team, including all-conference tailback 
Kevin Galbreath and one of the Sun Belt's 
top tacklers, linebacker Cody Spencer, but 
North Texas won't sneak up on anybody this 
fall, especially Middle Tennessee. 

The Blue Raiders, who have made an 
impressive rise up the Division I-A ranks in just 
three years, entered the 2001 season picked to 
win the Sun Belt. They managed to go 8-3 and 
5-1 in the conference, but that one loss to 
North Texas kept them from a bowl. 

“We've still got a lot of goals that we 
haven't reached, and that’s one,” Middle Ten- 
nessee coach Andy McCollum said. “We're not 
@ good enough team to go out Saturday and 
not be as good as we can possibly be. We do 


Offense still explosive, but improving defense wins championship. 


2. NORTH TEXAS 


Winning Sun Belt title gives Mean Green new confidence, purpose. 


3. NEW MEXICO STATE 


Tough losses at QB, RB and LB, but lines should be strong. 


4, LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE. 


New coach brings more discipline, direction to improving talent. 


Still tough at QB, but need more defensive support to win. 


6. LOUISIANA-MONROE 


Indians finally building depth, experience. 


7. ARKANSAS STATE 


Lack of running game too much for QBs, defense to overcome. 


have a bad taste in our mouth from last year, but 
can't just talk about it. You've got to go out and 
work even harder and find a way to get better.” 

Despite the loss of quarterback Wes Counts 
and wide receiver Kendall Newson, the Blue 
Raiders enter the 2002 season as the top choice 
to win the conference. That status is based on 
the return of tailback Dwone Hicks, who has 
rushed for more than 2,400 yards and 39 touch- 
downs the past two seasons, as well as five 
other starters on an explosive offense, and eight 
starters on an improving defense. 

Middle Tennessee will play Alabama, Ten- 
nessee and Kentucky before it ever faces a con- 
ference opponent, but the Blue Raiders do play 
North Texas at home on Nov. 23 in a game that 
could decide the Sun Belt. 

“We've got the most challenging schedule 
in the history of our program this year,” McCol- 
lum said, “so we've got a big challenge ahead 
of us. We're still fighting for a bowl, still fighting 
for a championship. There's a lot out there for 
us. We're just getting started.” 

The same is true for the rest of the conference, 
but there are plenty of contenders for the title. 

New Mexico State returns only 11 starters 
and must replace its quarterback and tailback, 
but the Aggies should be tough on the offensive 
and defensive lines. 

Louisiana-Lafayette showed overall improve- 
ment last fall and retums 19 starters, but the big 
key is the arrival of a new head coach, former Vir- 
ginia Tech offensive coordinator Rickey Bustle. 

Idaho plummeted to 1-10 last year because 
of a tough schedule, injuries and a poor 
defense, so the Vandals devoted the offseason 
to developing a capable defense. With three 
early Pac-10 foes, Idaho again faces a brutal 
start to the season, which could undermine the 
team’s confidence. 

Louisiana-Monroe has been young and 
inexperienced in recent seasons, but the Indians 
ate showing signs of tuming the comer under 
fourth-year coach Bobby Keasler, with 20 return- 
ing starters. 

Arkansas State also has a new leader in for- 
mer Northwestern (La.) State coach Steve 
Roberts, but the Indians are young and uncertain 
at quarterback and desperately looking for help 
at tailback. 

— Richard Scott 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


‘MVP: Dwone Hicks, RB, Middle Tennessee 
OFFENSE: Kevin Galbreath, RB, North Texas. 
DEFENSE: Cody Spencer, LB, North Texas 
(NEWCOMER: Andrico Hines, OB, 

Middle Tennessee 


AUGUST 31 
Idaho at Boise State 


SEPTEMBER 7 
Tulsa at Arkansas State 

New Mexico St. at California 
Nicholls State at North Texas 


SEPTEMBER 14 
McNeese State at La-Monroe 


SEPTEMBER 21 
Arkansas State at La-Monroe 
San Diego State at Idaho 
Middle Tennessee at Kentucky 
New Mexico at New Mexico St. 


OCTOBER S 
La.-Lafayette at LSU 


OCTOBER 12 
Middle Tennessee at Vanderbilt 


NOVEMBER 2 
Middle Tenn. at New Mexico St. 


NOVEMBER 16 
New Mexico St. at North Texas 


NOVEMBER 23 
North Texas at Middle Tenn, 
New Mexico State at Idaho 


DECEMBER 17 
‘Sun Belt Conference Champion 


Vandals tired of getting drilled by rival Broncos. 


Good chance for Indians to win a non-conference home game. 
Aggies play tough non-conference schedule. This is a winnable game. 
UNT's best chance for win in first five games of tugged schedule. 


Fourth-year ULM coach can't afford to lose to his former team. 


Sun Belt opener for two teams in desperate need of good start. 
Getting Aztecs to visit Moscow is a coup for program. 

If Blue Raiders beat Wildcats, will this really be an upset? 

Only September home game for Aggies, and one they need to win. 


Good chance for Cajuns to show progress on state's biggest stage. 


Blue Raiders go for two ina row over Commodores. 


One week after playing at Idaho, Raiders take another long trip. 


Conference title contenders square off in key late-season game. 


Has all the makings of a potential conference championship game. 
If either team is still in contention, this could decide fate 


New Orleans Bowl, New Orleans, La. 


j 1. Dwone Hicks RB 
2, Garry Johnson oO 
3. Tyrone Calico 
4, Brandon Westbrook OT 


WR 


5. Brian Lindgren 
6. Cody Spencer 
7. Nick Dugas 


} 8. Jonas Buckles 


9. Michael Woods 
}0. Kevin Galbreath 


Top 10 NFL Talent 


Middle Tennessee Can't argue with production; $9 TDs in past two years, 


Arkansas State Ex-coach compared him to NFLers Korey Stringer, Orlando Pace. 


Middle Tennessee At6-4, 224, has height and strength to abuse defensive backs, 


‘Middle Tennessee Good size, range and ability to go with intelligence, 


Idaho Lacks game experience but nat size, arm or talent. 


North Texas 


Lovisiana-Lafayette Makes big plays as runner, receiver, returner, 


North Texas ‘Missed two games with injury and stil led Sun Bet with 5 ints 


Middle Tennessee Former LB stil hits like one, but covers like a DB. 


North Texas Key to UNT's offensive turnaround as JC transfer in ‘01, 


Rugged tackler who led team with 105 tackles as a sophomore. | 


OFFENSE - Fi 


‘st Team 


QB Brian Lindgren, Jr. 
RB_ Dwone Hicks, Sr. 
WR_ George Marshall, Sr. 


C Glen Elarbee, Sr. 


PK Dario Aguiniga, Jr. 


Middle Tennessee 


North Texas 


North Texas 
New Mexico State 


eam 


Brandon Kennedy, Jr. 


doe Olivo, Jr. 

John Bradley, Sr. 
Brandon Kania, So. 
Cody Spencer, Jr. 
Maurice Sonnier, Jr. 
Ross Brupbacher, Sr. 
Michael Woods, Jr. 
Jonas Buckles, So, 
Charles Tillman, Si. 
Siddeeq Shabazz, Sr. 
Robert Billings, Jr. 


OFF, 


North Texas 

New Mexico State 
Arkansas State 
Idaho 

North Texas 
La.-Monroe 
La,-Lafayette 
Middle Tennessee 
North Texas 
La-Lafayette 

New Mexico State 
Middle Tennessee 


TENSE — Second Team 


QB Jon Van Cleave, Jr. 


PK Jonathan Knott, Sr. 


E — Sec 


La.-Lafayette 


La.-Lafayette 
La.-Lafayette 
Team 


sonda /e 


Tommy Laborin, Jr. 
John Thompson, Jr. 
Walter Sampson, Sr. 
Brian Howard, Jr. 
Les Echols, Jr. 
John Winchester, So. 
Randy Arnold, Jr. 
Chris Harris, So. 
Tyrone Gifford, Sr. 
Graig Jones, Jr. 
Sergio Robleto, Sr. 
Ryan Downes, Jr. 


New Mexico State 

La-Monroe 

La.-Lafayette 

Idaho 

Arkansas State 

La.-Monroe 

Middle Tennessee 
La\-Monroe!! 

New Mexico State 

North Texas 

Idaho 

Idaho 


Greatest Southern Coaches 
Have Common Threads 


By MAX HOWELL 


John Heisman.... Paul “Bear” Bryant... Bobby Bowden... Bobby 
Dodd... Ralph “Shug” Jordan... General Bob Neyland... Eddie Robin- 
son... Johnny Vaught... Vince Dooley. .. Steve Spurrier... and more... 

The common thread? 

These are the “field generals” that made Southem college foot- 
ball what it is today. 

Whether it was the Seven “D's” of success from Coach Jordan at 
Aubum, or Coach Neyland’s Ten Principles of Play, or the demand by 
Jake Gaither of Florida A&M — “my players have to be Mo-Bile, 
A-Gile and Hos-Tile”. Each coach was among the most influential 
people on his campus, in his community, or in most cases, in his 
state, 

A personality analysis of each of these icons shows similar traits 
— contempt for losing, commitment to excellence, and confidence 
in the ability to get the job done. The job? Win and win Big. 

Where a major university coaching position was once only 
a part-time job done by college professors, today $2 million dollar 
salaries can be demanded by the elite. 

What has caused this evolution? Passion, public demand for 
success, and huge TV packages. The coaches must be great strate- 
gists, be able to formulate different personalities into a team, be able 
to withstand criticism and inspire his pupils to have a winning will. 

Most great coaches have imparted more than just strategy or 
the will to win. Many put life values at the heart of their instruction. 

What about specific traits the great coaches have? 

* Organizational Skills — Managing over 100 student athletes, 
numerous assistant coaches and support staff. 

+ Trust — Trust not only in themselves, but also in others. 

+ Patience — Victory usually comes to those who have it most. 

+ Self-control — Knowing when to back off and when to continue. 

* Planning — Considering all options; leaving little to chance. 

+ Loyalty — To teammates, to the team or to yourself. 

* Teaching Hope — Hope for an opportunity to make the team, 
for a chance to play, for graduation, and for future success. 

Great coaches teach perspective, plus balance. And that regard- 
less of your most recent outcome, you will rise to play again. 

Coaches teach how to win — one of the most important con- 
cepts a person leams in sports. “The will to win is something one 
must learn,” said Florida State head coach Bobby Bowden in the 
book “Winning’s Only Part of the Game.” 

Most great coaches have not only done these things, but have 
extended their teaching to life after football. Long after the final 
whistle has blown, their lessons are still shaping lives. 

These are the traits of the greats in Southem coaching. But, what 
are common on-field accomplishments which all have achieved in 
order to eam their place on the list of the Southem greats. 

Longevity. Overall record. Championships. Postseason success. 

Comparing the careers of a few of the most-revered coaches 
confirms these four common areas of achievement. 


Jordan 


Eddie Robinson — Gambling 
+ 55 years at Grambling 

+ 408-165-15 overall record 

+ 7 national championships 


Paul “Bear” Bryant — Mary- 


land, Kentucky, Texas A&M, Alabama 
+ 38 years as head coach 

+ 323-85-17 overall record 

+ 6 national championships 

+ 29 bow! appearances 


Bobby Bowden — Samford, 
West Virginia, Florida State 

+ 36 years as head coach 

+ 323-91-s overall record 

+ Z national championships 

+ 25 bowl appearances 


John Heisman — Aubum, Clem- 
son, Georgia Tech, Pennsylvania, Rice 

+ 36 years as head coach 

+ 185-70-17 overall record 

+ 1 National Championship 

+ Nation's top award bears his name 


Vince Dooley — Georgia 
+ 25 years as head coach 

+ 201-77-4 overall record 

+1 national championship 

+ 20 bowl appearances 


Steve Spurrier — Duke, Florida 
+ 15 years as head coach 

+ 142-40-2 overall record 

+ | national championship. 

+ 12 bow! appearances 


Few coaches get to the top without strong personal philosophy. 
Erk Russell was a former assistant at Aubum and Georgia, then was 
head coach of national champion Georgia Southem. 

Erk used the “F” words — Firm, Fair, Fundamental, Fun. He started 
every practice with a few words to his team. He talked his ABC's. 

“A” —was for Attitude, He demanded awesome attitudes. “B” — 
was striving to be Better, and for Balls, as in ones needed to play the 
game right. “C” — was for Communication, the lack of which leads to 
problems. Erk's philosophy went through the alphabet, “D" for Deter- 
mination, “E” for Effort. “M’ for Motivation. “T" for Teamwork. 

Ole Miss head coach John Vaught built his program through an 
intelligent approach, thorough preparation and sound fundamentals. 
But, he also knew the importance of leading and selling. Early on, 
he realized the importance of having the nation’s fans identify Oxford 
with college football, just as they did South Bend or Pasadena. 

Current South Carolina coach Lou Holtz may always be known 
as much for his motivational ability as for his Hall of Fame coaching, 
record, He gets most of his inspiration from his spiritual beliefs. 

While at Notre Dame, Holtz often quoted another legendary 
Notre Dame head coach, Knute Rockne: “There are no shortcuts to 


success. Practice and hard work will result in great glory. Sportsmi 
ship means fair play. Sacrifice for one goal — to be the very bes 


New faces come onto the Southem college coaching scene ... 
and some will go. Saban at LSU. Zook at Florida. Richt at Georgia. 

Only the strongest will survive. And, one day some of these 
new names may be added to the list of great ones. I 
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ALABAMA - ‘Bama, Inside the Crimson Tide 10 magazines, 14 newsletters © $35 800-713-2261 
ARIZONA - Cat Tracks 10 mgazines, 2 yearbooks $44.95 800-765-8632 
00 ARKANSAS - Hawgs Illustrated 19 magazines, 2 yearbooks $44.90 800-757-6277 
AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers 10 magazines, 12 newsletters $35 800-234-1716 
4 BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action 12-13 issues $39.95 800-883-7024 
COLORADO - Buffalo Sports News 20 issues, 2 yearbooks $39.90 800-467-6532 
Ae Pb CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White 14 issues, 1 yearbook $35 910-295-5559 
aie =——=—=|/|| DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly 25 issues, 1 yearbook $31.95 800-642-1183 
avs | Mac |n EAST CAROLINA - Pirates’ Chest 20 issues $25 800-642-1183 
FLORIDA - Gator Bait 32 issues, 2 yearbooks $49.95 800-782-3216 
FLORIDA STATE - Osceola 34 issues $49.95 800-725-4321 
GEORGIA - Georgia Bulldog Magazine 13 magazines, 17 newsletters $30 706-542-3944 
INDIANA - Inside Indiana 26 issues, 2 yearbooks $47 800-282-4648 
IOWA - Voice of the Hawkeyes 23 issues, 2 yearbooks $44.90 888-474-8669 
IOWA STATE - Cyclone Iilustrated 18 issues $44.95 800-497-9562 
KANSAS - Jayhawk Insider 17 issues, 2 yearbooks $44.95 800-467-6532 
KANSAS STATE - Purple Pride 18 issues, 2 yearbooks $44.95 800-467-6532 
KENTUCKY - The Cats’ Pause 35 issues $49.95 800-641-3302 
LSU - Tiger Rag 36 issues, 1 yearbook $52 888-328-4437 
re fi LOUISVILLE - SportsReport 30 issues, 2 yearbooks $45.95 888-800-8635 
MARSHALL - Herd Insider 29 issues $39.95 877-800-4373 
tals MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 12 issues $39.95 800-594-9320 
iy MIAMI - CaneSport 21 issues, first-class mail $49.95 800-635-2263 
=, MICHIGAN - Wolverine 26 issues, 1 yearbook $53.95 800-421-7751 
AG : MICHIGAN STATE - Spartan Magazine 18 issues $36.95 800-732-6532 
Ta MISSISSIPPI - Ole Miss Spirit 32 issues $40 800-748-8528 
5 MISSOURI - Inside Mizzou Sports 10 issues, 2 yearbooks $44.95 800-467-6532 
==) iii} || NEBRASKA - Huskers tllustrated 17 issues, 1 yearbook $46.95 800-524-9527 
NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 35 issues $44.95 888-827-4335 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE - Wolfpacker 18 issues, 2 yearbooks $39.95 800-421-7751 
NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold Illustrated 20 issues $44.95 800-843-4747 
OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 30 issues $58 800-760-2862 
OKLAHOMA - Sooners Illustrated 20 magazines, 2 yearbooks $44.90 800-467-6532 
OKLAHOMA STATE - 0-State Sports Report 17 issues, 2 yearbooks $39.90 800-467-6532 
PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 27 issues $44 800-282-1629 
PURDUE - Gold & Black Illustrated 26 issues, 2 yearbooks $53.95 800-876-4678 
SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 35 issues $34 803-256-1789 
SYRACUSE- The Big Orange 24 Issues $44 315-437-3886 
TENNESSEE - Rocky Top News 33 magazines, 1 yearbook $43 800-828-8657 
TENNESSEE - Volunteers Magazine 25 issues, 2 guides $34.97 865-974-1266 
TEXAS - Horns Illustrated 25 issues, 1 yearbook $42.90 800-467-6532 
TEXAS A&M - Ags Illustrated 17 issues, 2 yearbooks $42.90 800-467-6532 
TEXAS TECH - Red Raider Sports 15 issues, 2 yearbooks $34.90 800-467-6532 
pueIE Eee VIRGINIA - Cavalier Comer 12 issues $29.95 800-421-7751 
SPORIS VIRGINIA TECH - Hokie Huddler 33 issues $37.95 540-231-4134 
PUBLISHERS WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 32 issues $32.95 304-291-2242 
ASSOCIATION WISCONSIN - Inside Wisconsin 25 issues $39.95 800-524-9068 
o1llede e 2 e a e e 
= UJ OR e e a A ° spe [= ote => 
0 beta @ O a pu ei O oda 


[rarer 


oa 
AIT 
B Auanaing 


2001 SEC Leaders 


PASSING EFFICIENCY Att MP Pr ‘os TD RATING 6 NO. ‘YDS: 1D IPG 
Rex Grossman, Florida: 395 259 65.6 3896 uM 1708 u 5 4 o 0.45 
Casey Clausen, Tennessee 354 27 64.1 2969 2 150.0 12 5 80 ) 0.42 
Rohan Davey, (SU 37 O78 33471814 S n 4 62 0 036 
Eli Manning, Mississippi 408 259 635 248 Ki) 1448 Nn 4 Ps4 0 0.36 
David Greene, Georgia 340192583 BD 12 4 82 0 033 
‘Watts, Alabama 72 94 547 1325 10 135.1 10 3 3 0 0,30 
Jason Campbell, Auburn w 69) «ays CSD n 30 OF 1 027 
Kevin Fant, Mississippi State 170 94 553 1352 8 1270 n 3 oe oO 0.27 
Phil Petty, South Carolina 251 145 578 1699 10 123.0 nN 3 45 1 027 
Greg Zolman, Vanderbilt 357186 = 52151214 N 3 3 0 027 
RUSHING CAR ys ANG YOS/G D xP Fo PS PUG 
Travis Stephens, Tennessee 21 1464 50 129 y 4 9 103103 
‘LoBrandon Toefield, LSU 230 992 43 827 at 0 oO 4 95 
‘Ahmaood Galloway, Alabomo Ws 881 51 80.1 0 ue 7 85 77 
Joe Gunn, Mississippi 200 870 43 791 ai) 2 0 8 76 
Dicenzo Miller, Mississippi State 132 676 51 75.) oO 3 ry 73 71 
Earnest Graham, Florida 125 650 52 722 13 0 0 78 7 
Fred Talley, Arkansas 164 Th 47 704 o 9 15 Ba 70 
Verron Haynes, Georgia 126 691 55 69.1 ° 4) 4 83 69 
Cornell Williams, Auburn 120 619 52 688 Domon Duval, Auburn 0 2B 16 76 69 
Tyler Watts, Alabamo m S564 51 627 Doniel Weaver, South Carolina Oo <i] 2 67 61 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS ‘Yos YOS/G PUNTING NO ANG RECEIVING & a Yos__YDs/G 
Rex Grossman, Florida 429 3904 354.9 ‘Glenn Pakulak, Kentucky 56 445 Josh Reed, LSU 2 94 1740 1450 
Rohan Davey, (SU. 405 3351 279.2 Damon Duval, Auburn 5s) 440 ‘bor Gofney, lord 1 7 1191 108.3 
i Monning, Mississippi 4422957 268.8 Jonathan Kilgo, Georgio 2 438 Don Stricker, Vanderbilt N65 1079-98.) 
David Greene, Georgia, 7 2830 2573 Donnie Jones, ISU a 87 Reche Coldwell, Florida M65 (1059 96.3 
Casey Clausen, Tennessee 4182933 2444 Richie Butler, Arkonsos a 425 Donte’ Stallworth, Tennessee = 9) 41 B21 9.2 
Greg Zolman,Vanderbih 4272504 227 Tyee Dean, Soul Carano 4 até Kelley Washinglon, Tennessee 12 641010 842 
Tyler Watts, Albom 283 (1889 2099 Joe Webb, Vanderbilt 7 Ald Fred Gibson, Georgio 0 3) 772 772 
il Petty, South Carolina 37 1933 W757 Jared Cook, Mississippi State ci 408 Derek 1, Kentucky nv 66 74) 674 
Kevin Fant, Mississippi State 196 1361 151.2 Diese Cote Tennessee 5 6 Taylor. 5, Florida n B 712 647 
Travis Stephens, Tennessee 291 1464 1220 Lone | 1 Alabama 0 396 Chris Collins, Mississippi 54 692629 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS: YDS Yos/G ‘TOTAL DEFENSE PLAYS YDS Yos/G KICKOFF RETURNS. NO Ds AVG 
Florida, 788 5803 5275 Florida, 712 392 290.2 Ole Miss 3B B05 244 
isu 862 5418 4515 Tennessee 7 3643 3036 Georgio 32 694 27 
Georgio 784 4761 4328 ‘South Carolina 732 3592 326.5 Alabama 3 752 25 
Ole Miss 839 4565 4150 Auburn 727 3835 348.6 Arkansas 4 867 211 
Alabama 732 4503 409.4 Aloboma 742 3972 311 Kentucky: 52 1098 21.1 
Tennessee 813 4829 402.4 Georgia 812 3976 MIS ‘South Carolina 7 79 21 
Kosky 732 42) 3828 Mississippi Stote 73 4086 m5 Auburn 42 865 20.6 
Vonderbit 7541227 Oleiss 77-4190 5755 Venderbit a 956 203 
Auburn 740 3968 3607 Askonsos 77 53 62 Mississippi State a7 952 20.3 
South Carolina 733 3967 360.6 isu 832 4752 396.0 isu % 718 19.9 
Mississippi Stote 752 a7 343.5 Kent 822 5229 475.4 Florida v2 468 195 
Arkansos 762 3563 3239 vc it 802 5381 489.2 Tennessee v 72 18.5 
‘SCORING OFFENSE GS PIS: AVG SCORING DEFENSE GS PTs AVG PUNT RETURNS: NO yos AVG 
Florida W 482 438 Florido n 155 141 Georgio 2 410 141 
Ole Miss wv 355 ‘South Caroline uv 202 18.4 isu 2B 257 V2 
tsu 12 cl 309 Georgio W 208 189 ‘Auburn 31 348 N2 
Tennessee 12 355 29.6 Tennessee 12 234 95 Nississippi Stote 20 213 10.6 
Georgia nv 315 6 ‘Aloborna nN 29 199 Florida 36 369 10.2 
Alabama n 304 7s ID 12 268 223 Kentucky 2 218 99 
Arkansas a0) 21 265 Auburn " 265 241 Arkansas rd 286 99 
‘South Carolina: n 79 25.4 Askonsos 269 245 Tennessee 45 394 88 
Kentucky u 259 BS ‘Mississippi Stole 238 262 Ole Miss 2% 214 82 
Auburn n 2d 22 — OeMiss n 310 282 Vanderbilt 15 107 vA 
Vonderbit n 26 205 Ken un 367 334 Alabama B 175 62 
Mississippi State a) 196 178 Ve it Nu 402 5S South Corolina 18 106 59 
RUSHING OFFENSE CAR Yos Yos/G RUSHING DEFENSE CAR yos Yos/G (NET PUNTING NO AVG RET YDS/R_AVG 
Aleboma 472 2490 2264 Tennessee 384 024 85.3 Georgia 44 Bo 18 32 407 
South Carolina 45) 2053 186.6 Florida. M7 noi 100.1 Kentucky 58 44 46 398 
‘Arkansas 494 1950 173 Georgio 387 1197 108.8 1su 4B «428 32 396 
Georgia 432 1787 162.5 Alobama 382 1198 108.9 ‘Aubum 52 438 25 43° 39.5 
Tennessee 453 1849 1541 isu ws 1399 1166 Askonsos oF 425 29 34° 39.1 
su 451 1840 1533 Auburn 379 1466 133.3 South Corelina 43 AO 18 39° 71 
Auburn 437 1686 153.3 ‘South Carolina 4l8 1586 1442 Florida 26 40.2 10 32 369 
Ole Miss 422 1587 1443 Arkansas 420 1636 1487 Aloboma 52 38 23 20 368 
Vanderbilt 368 1475 1341 Mississippi Stote 445 172% 156.9 Vonderbilt 59 40.0 26 44 356 
Mississippi Stote 397 1415 128.6 toe 442 1958 178.0 Tennessee 55 389 «(2 38 35.0 
Florida 4 1346 1224 Vor 469 2226 2024 Mississippi State 64 wo BD 53 446 
Kentucky 286 1180 107.3 Ole Miss 472 2356 2142 Ole Miss 4B 388 «22 65 323 
PASSING OFFENSE COMP. ATT YDS YDS/G PASSING DEFENSE COMP ATT YDS TD_INT POINTS TURNOVERS +FUM_INT TOTAL -FUM_INT TOTAL GAME 
Florida 299 464 4457 405.2 Ole Miss 136 25 1774 12 12 «1613 ‘South Caroline 7 13 20 Cees 13 064 
(su 238 All 3578 (298.2 ‘South Carolina 180 34 2006 12 13° 1824 Arkonsos 97 % 10 1 2 0.45 
Kentucky 252 446 (3031-2755 Florida 201 365 2091 5 12 «(1901 Alobama 36 19 10, 5 1S 0.36 
‘Ole Miss 263 47 2978-2707 Mississippi State 170 311 2360 2) 13° «2145 isu 8 18 % NW 12 2 0.25 
Georgio 204 352 274 2704 ‘Auburn 185 348 2369 15 15 2154 Tennessee 912 2 9 9 18 025 
Tennessee 230 WO 2980 «248.3 Tennessee 210 394 2619 17 12 2182 Georgia 9 12 2 9 20 0.09 
Vanderbilt 195 377 2647 240.6 ‘Arkonsos 193 357 2502 19 17 227.5 ‘Aubum 7S 24 «12 «12 24 0,00 
Mississippi Stole 187 355 2364 2149 ‘Aloboma 210 30 2774 13° 6 «(2522 Ole Miss 7 12 1 47 oe 20 0.09 
Auburn 178 303° «2282-2075 Georgio 27 425 279 16 12 2526 Vanderbilt 12" <9 2 61240 2 0.18 
Alabama 143 260 «2013 183.0 isu 26) AS7 3353 25 18 279.4 Mississippi State 9°13 22. «10 16 26 -0.36 
‘South Carolina 159 282 «1914 «1740 Vanderbilt 23 333 3155 26 9 «62868 Florida. 10 12 2 13°13 2% 0.36 
‘Askonsas: 133-268 «1619-1486 Kentucky 28 ©7380 «3271 28 «5 297.4 Kentucky 8.5 1 8 13-2) 073 
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We think we can 


save the world: 
One person at a time. 


Children should not have « = 
to go to bed hungry at night. 


*** The ability to see clearly is 


often a gift taken for granted. 
= 


We believe we are oure « « 
é 5 “brother’s keeper”. We are 
International alae me h 
Call 1 800/923-5580 c ae to meeting uman 
E-mail: LifentIHQ@aol.com needs in underdeveloped 
Visit us on the web: www.lifeintl.org countries around the world. 


A: Look: Back: 


5 YEARS AGO: 1997 


When Florida handled Tennessee on Sept. 20, it looked like little 
was changing in the SEC. Florida appeared on its way to its sixth con- 
secutive division title and fifth straight SEC crown ... until things went 
awry for the Gators. Florida was shocked by LSU and Georgia, while 
the Vols just kept getting better and followed Peyton Manning to the 
SEC championship. Auburn won the West. 


* SEC champion: Tennessee (11-2, 7-1) 

+ SEC Player of the Year: Peyton Manning, QB, Tennessee 

* Heisman Trophy winner: Michigan CB-WR-RS Charles Woodson 
became the first predominantly defensive player to win the award, 
edging Manning in one of the closest and surprising votes ever. 

* National co-champions: Michigan (12-0, AP Top 25) beat 
Washington State in the Rose Bowl, 21-16; Nebraska (13-0, coalition 
poll/coaches) beat Tennessee in the Orange, 42-17. 


10 YEARS AGO: 1992 


The Crimson Tide of coach Gene Stallings had been wholly over- 
looked all season in favor of 1991 national co-champions Washington 
and Miami. But all Alabama did was win. And once the Tide got the 
chance to face Florida in the first SEC championship game — followed 
by the showdown with No. 1 Miami in the Sugar Bowl for the national 
title - they didn’t miss a trick, Alabama did it mostly with defense, 
with bookend defensive ends John Copeland and Eric Curry ... and 
a secondary stocked with stars (Antonio Langham, Sam Shade, 
George Teague). 

* SEC champion: Alabama (13-0, 8-0) 

* SEC Player of the Year: Garrison Hearst, RB, Georgia 

* Heisman Trophy: Gino Torretta, QB, Miami 

* National champion: Alabama thrashed the Hurricanes, their 
Heisman Trophy winner, and their 29-game winning streak, 34-13. 
It was the Tide's seventh official national title. 


15 YEARS AGO: 1987 


Auburn charged to the first of back-to-back SEC championships 
(making it three in a six-year period), with a sensational defense 
leading the way, Unbeaten in the SEC, the Tigers shut out Alabama, 
with All-Americans Aundray Bruce and Tracy Rocker at the fore- 
front. 


* SEC champion: Auburn (9-1-2, 5-0-1) 
* SEC Player of the Year: Wendell Davis, WR, LSU 
* Heisman Trophy: Tim Brown, WR-RS, Notre Dame. The highest SEC 
finisher was Florida freshman RB Emmitt Smith, who finished ninth. 
National champion: No. 2 Miami (12-0) beat No. 1 Oklahoma 
in the winner-take-all Orange Bowl, 20-14. 


20 YEARS AGO: 1982 


The Georgia Bulldogs had everything in 1982, and appeared on 
their way to their second national championship in three years. Just as 
in 1980, Vince Dooley's squad, led by the great Herschel Walker, 
took over the top spot in the polls the first week of November, and 
swept through the rest of the regular season. This time, however, the 
Sugar Bowl showdown went the wrong way. 


* SEC champion: Georgia (11-1, 6-0) 

* SEC Player of the Year: Herschel Walker, RB, Georgia 

* Heisman Trophy: Herschel Walker, RB, Georgia. In a two-man race, 
Walker pulled away from Stanford QB John Elway. It was the SEC's 
first Heisman winner since Auburn's Pat Sullivan in 1971. 

National champion: No. 2 Penn State beat No. 1 Georgia in 
a national-title showdown game in the Sugar Bowl, 27-23, 


25 YEARS AGO: 1977 


In the second game of the season, Nebraska bumped off Alabama, 
which eventually cost the Tide the national title. It was a bitter defeat for 
Alabama, which would then rattle off 11 consecutive victories and thrash 
Ohio State in the Sugar Bowl ~ a long-awaited Bear Bryant vs. Woody 
Hayes matchup. The Tide won, 35-6, leaving Hayes to say, “If Alabama 
isn’t No. 1, then nobody ever has been.” Except that Notre Dame, by 
virtue of its victory over No. 1 Texas in the Cotton Bowl, got the votes. 


* SEC champion: Alabama (12-1, 7-0) 

* SEC Player of the Year: Charles Alexander, RB, LSU 

* Heisman Trophy: Earl Campbell, RB, Texas 

© National champion: In a wild finish to the season, No. 5 Notre Dame 
(11-1) beat No. 1 Texas in the Cotton Bowl, and No, 2 Oklahoma and 
No. 4 Michigan also lost ... and the Irish got the votes over No, 3 Alabama. 


50 YEARS AGO: 1952 


This was a great year for the SEC, with four teams finishing in the 
top nine in the polls, led by Georgia Tech and legendary coach Bobby 
Dodd. The 1952 Engineers were arguably the greatest team from the 
South to that point. They went 12-0 (amid a 32-game winning 
streak), finishing No. 2 to Michigan State in the polls. Defending 
national champ Tennessee, led by all-time great tackle Doug Atkins, 
went 8-1-1 in the last season under the retiring Bob Neyland, and Ole 
Miss and Alabama also finished in the Top 10. 


* SEC champion: Georgia Tech (12-0, 6-0). Six Engineers were 
All-Americans — most notably RB Leon Hardeman, whom Dodd called 
the best running back he'd ever coached. 

* SEC Player of the Year: Jackie Parker, QB, Mississippi State 

* Heisman Trophy winner: Billy Vessels, HB, Oklahoma. No SEC player 
finished in the top 10. 

* National champion: Michigan State (9-0) rolled to the championship 
ayear after finishing second to Tennessee. 
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